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US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken visited Egypt 
on Tuesday in an effort to 
end Israel’s war on Gaza, 
which has been strongly 
supported by his country 
since October 7. 
Blinken – on his fifth region-
al tour since the bloodiest 
ever Gaza war broke out – 
met Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi, a day after 
he held talks with Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman in Riyadh.
The US top envoy then left 
for Qatar and was later to 
head to Israel, hoping to 
shore up support for a truce 
deal that was hashed out in 

Paris in January but has not 
yet been signed off on by ei-
ther Hamas or Israel.
The United States, on one 
hand, tries to secure a truce 
in Gaza and, on the other 
hand, provides crucial mil-
itary aid for Israel’s deadly 
offensive on Gaza. Wash-
ington has also vetoed UN 
resolutions for a cease-fire.
Israel has so far killed more 
than 27,500 Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip since Octo-
ber 7, when Hamas’s attack 
on the occupied territories 
triggered Israel’s onslaught 
on Gaza. 
According to the Gaza 
Health Ministry on Tuesday, 
heavy strikes and fighting 
killed at least 107 people in 

just 24 hours, mostly wom-
en and children. 
Fears grew for more than a 
million Palestinians crowd-
ed into the far southern Ra-
fah area as the battlefront 
draws ever closer in Israel’s 
campaign to destroy Hamas.
Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant warned on 
Monday that the military 
“will reach places where we 
have not yet fought… right 
up to the last Hamas bas-
tion, which is Rafah,” on the 
Egyptian border. 
Israeli troops, with air and 
naval support, have been 
engaged in heavy urban 
combat centered on Gaza’s 
main southern city of Khan 
Younis.

‘No place is safe’
An AFP journalist said 
overnight strikes rocked 
Khan Younis and that two 
air strikes also struck Ra-
fah.
“No place is safe, no place 
at all – where shall we go?” 
one Palestinian, Mohamad 
Kozaat, said after six mem-
bers of his family, including 
his daughter, were wound-
ed in an Israeli strike on 
the border town.

The truce Blinken is hop-
ing to seal proposes a six-
week pause to fighting as 
Hamas frees captives held 
in Gaza in exchange for Pal-
estinian prisoners held by 
Israel, and more aid enters 
Gaza, according to a Hamas 
source.
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
has faced divisions with-
in his cabinet and public 
fury over the fate of the 

remaining captives, said 
Israel “will not accept” de-
mands Hamas has made 
for an exchange involving 
thousands of prisoners.
The premier’s right-wing 
Likud party quoted him as 
saying the terms “should 
be similar to the previous 
agreement” in late No-
vember, which saw a more 
limited ratio of Palestinian 
prisoners exchanged for 
captives.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken (L) meets with Egypt’s 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in 
Cairo on February 6, 2024. 
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Blinken on
peace mission
amid US arms
flow to Israel

New York Jews ...
October 7 marked a piv-
otal event for the United 

States. It 
was not 

an unforeseen incident 
for the US. Now, Washing-
ton seeks to create a con-
trolled tension through 
this event to secure its 
long-term interests. Since 
September 11, the US has 
pursued three specific 
agendas for West Asia: 
Creating insecurity, creat-
ing a balance in the coun-
tries’ weaknesses, and 
ensuring relative security.
The invasion of Afghan-
istan and Iraq was the 
stage of exporting inse-
curity to the region. Proxy 
wars utilizing oil money 
of certain regional coun-
tries helped the estab-
lishment of a balance of 
weakness in the US’s favor. 
Israel serves as a military 
stronghold for the US in 
region. Now, in the third 
stage, the US is seeking to 
create a state of relative 
security in order to man-
age its long-term policies 
against Iran and China. 

Do you mean that the 
US is trying to establish 
a cease-fire in Gaza by 
creating a relative secu-
rity? Do you believe that 
this cease-fire is a form 
of preparation for con-
fronting Iran and China?
Yes. US strategic objectives 
include restraining Iran 
while controlling China. 
China takes priority for 
the US; however, Iran is 
the US’s primary problem. 
That’s because US inter-
ests in the 21st century 
greatly depend on its pres-
ence and influence in the 
new heartland, centered 
on the Iranian plateau.
Currently, the US has put 
the West Asia region, Iran, 
and even the international 
system in a state of “sus-
pended war”. This war 

spans from the Caucasus 
region to the Persian Gulf, 
West Asia, and contin-
ues to Taiwan. Within the 
framework of this sus-
pended war, the US first 
aims to establish a relative 
security in the New Heart-
land.
The visits by American 
officials to the region, in-
cluding Antony Blinken 
and Jake Sullivan, along 
with expert teams, are 
aimed at  paving the 
ground for creating rela-
tive security.

Does the establishment 
of relative security and 
the realization of US 
goals hinge on resolving 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict?
Certainly. I am not pessi-
mistic about the resolu-
tion of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. How have 
Arab nations, as support-
ers of Palestine, reacted to 
Israel’s atrocities against 
Palestinians in recent 
months? Not much. Con-
trary to some predictions 
that assumed October 7 
would mark the end of Ar-
ab-Israeli normalization, 
discussions now revolve 
around the resumption 
of Israel’s normalization 
of ties with Saudi Arabia. 
Capitals of the Arab coun-
tries have been hosting 
representatives from the 
US and Israel to end the 
conflict in Gaza. While Is-

rael opposes the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state, 
the United States and Brit-
ain insist on the creation 
of an independent Pales-
tinian state. Recent news 
suggests that negotiations 
have made progress in 
ending the conflict. These 
developments indicate the 
US is trying to resolve the 
Arab-Israeli issue.

Americans have advocat-
ed for a two-state solu-
tion for many years, but 
Israel has yet to accept 
this idea. Do you believe 
the US can exert pres-
sure on Israel to accept 
the independent state of 
Palestine this time?
Israel is no longer an im-
portant partner for the 
US. It remains an ally, but 
under US’s 21st-century 
strategy, Israel no longer 
holds a strategic ally sta-
tus. America’s doctrine 
concerning the region and 
the Israel-Palestine issue 
is a strong and manage-
able Israel and the estab-
lishment of a weak Pales-
tinian state. 
Even Britain, which played 
a significant role in Isra-
el’s formation, now insists 
on recognizing the inde-
pendent state of Palestine. 
Therefore, Netanyahu does 
not have the final say here. 
While the Jewish lobby 
wields influence in the US, 
New York Jews will ulti-
mately control Tel Aviv Jews.
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