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Over the past few 
days, the Israeli ar-
my’s strikes on the 
southern regions of 
Lebanon and the re-
taliatory acts by the 
Lebanese Hezbollah 
have escalated, fuel-
ing speculat ion about a potential direct ground conflict between 

Israel and Hezbollah.
For decades, Israel has pursued aggressive policies 
toward Lebanon, with past attempts to dominate 
large swathes of the country through proxies, even 
reaching Beirut. Despite their efforts, the desired 
outcomes eluded them, leading to a direct occupa-
tion of southern Lebanon. The national and Islamic resistance in Lebanon firmly resisted these aggres-
sions and successfully ousted the Israeli occupiers 
from southern Lebanon in 2000.
Israel has learned important lessons from its his-tory of conflict with Lebanon and Hezbollah. While 
parts of southern Lebanon remain under Israeli 
occupation, recent skirmishes between Israel and Hezbollah post-October 7 have intensified. Hez-
bollah’s support for Gaza and Hamas has further 
stoked tensions along Israel’s northern borders.
In the recent days, Israeli attacks on Hezbollah’s po-sitions in the north have intensified, alongside its 
ongoing massacre of the people in the Gaza Strip. 
At the same time, Israel’s threats of a ground as-
sault on Rafah in southern Gaza and as well as its 
threats of launching larger attacks on Hezbollah in 
Lebanon loom large. Such acts and sporadic attacks 
on Hezbollah serve as a cautionary message to the 
Lebanese organization, deterring them from esca-
lating tensions further. The Israelis know that the 
northern areas bordering the strongholds of Hez-
bollah are very vulnerable. Therefore, the Israeli 
army wants to create a form of deterrence for itself 
with its attacks on Hezbollah.
Reports emerging from Israel express concerns over the ramifications of heightened conflicts with Hez-
bollah, particularly for the northern occupied Pal-
estinian territories. The potential escalation could 
disrupt essential services like electricity, commu-
nication networks, and fuel supplies, jeopardizing 
fragile security in the border regions. Consequently, 
a prevailing sense of apprehension and phobia grips 
Israel regarding a potential escalation with Hezbol-
lah. Meanwhile, Netanyahu faces mounting pressure 
both domestically and internationally due to unful-filled promises and the ongoing plight of the Pales-
tinian people. The fear of repercussions, including 
potential removal from power and legal consequenc-
es, drives Netanyahu to perpetuate the war on Gaza. 
The recent surge in attacks on Hezbollah could be a reflection of this stance. Hezbollah has always main-
tained a stance of deterrence against Israel. Recent 
Israeli acts targeting civilian positions alongside mil-
itary sites controlled by Hezbollah have resulted in 
civilian casualties. This departure from previous un-
derstandings may compel Hezbollah to hit back with a stronger response. The trajectory of the conflict 
between Israel and Hezbollah hinges on the inter-
nal dynamics within Israel and global circumstances. 
Continued internal and external pressure on Israel 
may force Netanyahu to reconsider a full-scale war 
with Hezbollah.
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Iran raps US veto of new UNSC 
resolution on Gaza cease-fire
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Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
said a US decision to veto a UN 
Security Council resolution call-ing for an immediate cease-fire 
in Gaza indicates Washington’s 
responsibility for the continua-
tion of Israeli war crimes against 
Palestinians.
Addressing a cabinet session on 
Wednesday, Raisi lashed out at 
the US for vetoing the UNSC res-
olution and blocking the demand for immediate cease-fire in the be-
sieged strip, which Israel has been 
pounding for over four months.
Washington on Tuesday vetoed 
a UN Security Council resolution 
drafted by Algeria, which demand-
ed an immediate humanitarian cease-fire in war-torn Gaza and 
the “unconditional” release of all 
prisoners abducted in the October 
7 attacks. Linda Thomas-Green-field, Washington’s ambassador 
to the UN, called the vote “wishful 
and irresponsible” as it could put 
negotiations to free hostages in 
Gaza “in jeopardy”.
The Iranian president also 
slammed the US government as 
the main sponsor of the Israeli re-
gime’s crimes and genocidal atroc-
ities in Gaza and the one that gets 
the blame for the continuation of 
crimes against Palestinians.
He called for the entire world to 
condemn the Israeli crimes and 
the United States’ support for 
them. Washington also sent top White House official Brett McGurk 

to Cairo for renewed talks involv-
ing mediators and Hamas.
Hamas said the US veto amounted 
to “a green light for the occupation 
to commit more massacres”.
Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh was 
already in Cairo for talks, the re-
sistance group said – days after 
mediators warned that prospects 
for a truce had dimmed despite re-
peated talks. Qatar and Egypt have 
proposed a plan to free prisoners in return for a pause in fighting 
and the release of Palestinian pris-
oners, but Israel and Hamas have 
so far failed to agree on a deal.McGurk will hold talks “to see if 
we can’t get this hostage deal in 
place,” Kirby told reporters.

‘Even more dangerous’
Also, China warned Wednesday 
that the US decision to veto the resolution pushed the conflict 
into an “even more dangerous” 
situation.
The veto provoked criticism from 
countries including China, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia and even close US al-
lies France and Slovenia.
“China voted in favor of the draft resolution,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning told a reg-ular briefing on Wednesday.
“The United States has once again 
single-handedly vetoed it, push-
ing the situation in Gaza into an 
even more dangerous situation, in 
which all parties concerned… have 
expressed their strong disappoint-
ment and dissatisfaction,” she add-
ed. “The humanitarian situation in 

Gaza is becoming extremely seri-
ous, and regional peace and stabil-
ity have been severely impacted,” Mao said.
“The Security Council must take 
action as quickly as possible to 
bring a halt to hostilities. This is 
a moral obligation that cannot be 
put off,” she said. “We will contin-
ue to work with all parties in the 
international community to push 
the Security Council to take fur-
ther responsible and meaningful 
actions and make unremitting ef-
forts to quell the war in Gaza at an early date,” Mao added.
Hunger grips Gaza Meanwhile, heavy fighting rocked 
besieged Gaza on Wednesday as 
aid agencies warned of looming 
famine.
Global concern has spiraled over 
the high civilian death toll and dire 
humanitarian crisis in the war.
Combat and chaos again stalled 
the sporadic aid deliveries for des-
perate civilians in Gaza, where the 
UN has warned the population of 
2.3 million is on the brink of fam-
ine and could face an “explosion” 
of child deaths.
The UN World Food Programme 
said it was forced to halt aid de-
liveries in north Gaza because of 
“complete chaos and violence” 
after a truck convoy encoun-tered gunfire and was ransacked by looters. More Israeli strikes 
pounded Gaza, leaving 103 peo-
ple dead during the night, accord-ing to the Health Ministry in the 

Hamas-run territory, which put 
the overall death toll at 29,313.
Particular concern has centered 
on Gaza’s far-southern Rafah area, 
where 1.4 million people now live 
in crowded shelters and makeshift 
tents, fearing attack by nearby Is-
raeli ground troops.
Aid groups warn a ground offen-
sive could turn Rafah into a “grave-
yard” and the US has said the vast 
numbers of displaced civilians 

must first be moved out of harm’s 
way. US National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby said that 
“without properly accounting for 
the safety and security of those 
refugees, we continue to believe 
that an operation in Rafah would 
be a disaster”.Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has insisted the army will keep fighting until it has de-
stroyed Hamas and freed the re-
maining 130 prisoners, around 30 
of whom are feared dead.War cabinet minister Benny Gantz 
has warned that unless Hamas re-
leases the captives by the start of Ramadan, around March 12, the army will keep fighting during the Muslim holy month, including in 

Rafah. The World Health Organi-
zation called the devastation “in-
describable” around Nasser Hos-
pital in the southern city of Khan 
Younis, where it said it managed to 
evacuate some 32 patients.
“The area was surrounded by 
burnt and destroyed buildings, 
heavy layers of debris, with no 
stretch of intact road,” WHO said.
The clinic has no power or run-
ning water, it added, and “medical 
waste and garbage are creating a 
breeding ground for disease”.Major powers have tried to navi-
gate a way out of the crisis, so far 
without success.

president.ir, AFP, and REUTERS 
contributed to this report.
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Iran invites IAEA 
chief to attend 
conference in May
Iran has invited the head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Rafael Grossi to visit the country in May, said the 
head of the Atomic Energy Orga-
nization of Iran (AEOI).
The head of the IAEA “has ex-
pressed his desire to go to Iran 
and this trip is on his agenda,” Mohammad Eslami told re-
porters on Wednesday, IRNA 
reported.
“We have invited him to give 

a speech at the international 
conference on nuclear energy,” which will be held from May 6 
to 8 in the central city of Isfah-
an, he added. Eslami said a visit 
next month was unlikely due to a 
“busy schedule”. Grossi said on Monday that Iran 
continues to enrich uranium 
well beyond the needs for com-
mercial nuclear use despite UN 
pressure to stop it, adding that 
he wanted to visit Tehran next 

month for the first time in a year 
to end “drifting apart”.
Speaking to Reuters after he 
briefed EU foreign ministers 
on the subject, Grossi said that 
while the pace of uranium en-

richment had slowed slightly 
since the end of last year, Iran 
was still enriching at an elevat-
ed rate of around 7kg of uranium per month, to 60 percent purity.
Eslami told reporters on 

Wednesday, “Iran’s interactions 
with the IAEA continue as nor-
mal, and discussions are held to 
resolve ambiguities and develop 
cooperation”.
He said that the IAEA sends a re-
port on Iran’s nuclear activities to the Board of Governors and 
the UN Security Council every 
three months and six months, 
respectively.
Iran and the IAEA are in a dis-
pute triggered by the agency’s Israeli-influenced accusations, 
which were leveled against Teh-
ran’s peaceful nuclear activities. 
The IAEA insisted on investigat-
ing what it claims to be “uranium 
traces” found at “undeclared nu-
clear sites” in Iran.
The row turned into a sticking 
point in the talks aimed at re-
viving the US-abandoned 2015 
nuclear agreement, known as 

the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA).
Eslami asserted that Iran’s nu-
clear measures are in line with the JCPOA’s Articles 26 and 36 
amid the non-compliance of oth-
er parties to their commitments 
under the deal.
The measures, he emphasized, 
also abide by the Strategic Ac-
tion Plan to Counter Sanctions, 
which was adopted by the Ira-
nian Parliament in December 
2020. The law was approved 
to counter illegal sanctions im-
posed on Iran by the US and its 
Western allies.
Iran suspended its compliance 
with limits on its nuclear ac-
tivities after then US president 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
pulled out of the agreement in 
2018 and reimposed sweeping 
sanctions.

Rafael Grossi

 REUTERS

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist Israel behind Iran gas pipeline blast: Minister

Iranian Oil Minister Javad 
Owji said on Wednesday 
that Israel was behind twin 
sabotage attacks against gas 
pipelines in southwestern 
Iran last week.
The February 14 explosions 
hit pipelines in the cities of 
Safashahr, in the southern province of Fars, and Boru-
jen, in the southwestern 
province of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. The sabotage 
attacks against pipelines in 
southwestern Iran caused a 
temporary disruption to gas 
supplies. “The explosion of 
the country’s gas lines was 
the work of Israel,” Owji told 
reporters, adding, the plot 

was foiled because only a 
few pipelines were dam-
aged.
“The enemy intended to dis-
turb gas service in the prov-
inces and put people’s gas 
distribution at risk.”
“The evil action and plot 
by the enemy was proper-
ly managed,” IRNA quoted 
Owji as saying. Owji said the 
gas supply network is oper-
ating normally. The minister 
said the gas pipelines were immediately fixed and the 
plot could not affect the 
situation in the cities and 
villages. Israel has not ac-
knowledged carrying out 
the attack, though it rarely 

claims its espionage mis-sions abroad. The office of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, a longtime foe 
of Iran, did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for 
comment, AP reported.

Flames leap into the air after a 

natural gas pipeline explodes outside 

the city of Boroujen in Chaharmahal 

and Bakhtiari Province, Iran, on 

February 14, 2024. 
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The UN Security Council meets to debate 

resolution to demand an immediate 

humanitarian cease-fire in Gaza, at UN 
headquarters in New York, US, on February 

20, 2024. 

 REUTERS
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William I. Robinson, a 

distinguished professor 

of sociology at the Uni-

versity of California, San-

ta Barbara, is not only a 

scholar whose research 

encompasses globaliza-

tion, transnationalism, 

political sociology, and 

development and social 

change, but also an ac-

tivist, who endeavors to 

link his academic work 

with global movements 

striving for social justice, 

popular empowerment, 

participatory democra-

cy, and people-centered 

development.

In the following in-depth 

interview, Professor Rob-

inson details the influen-

tial Israel lobby within 

American universities, 

political institutions, and 

corporations. He then 

provides a profound his-

torical analysis of how 

Zionists have shaped and 

controlled the narrative 

surrounding the Pales-

tine-Israel conflict. Fur-

thermore, he sheds light 

on the rise of fascism in 

Israel as a political tool 

for their overt apartheid 

and explores the racial 

nationalism inherent in 

Zionism and the fabri-

cated mythology Zionists 

use to justify their occu-

pation of Palestine. The 

interview concludes on a 

hopeful note, as Profes-

sor Robinson expresses 

his belief that as long as 

the Palestinians continue 

to breathe on their land, 

they are resisting the Zi-

onists, their oppression, 

and their apartheid.

By Ali

Amiri

Social critic
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Distinguished professor of 

sociology at the University 

of California, Santa Barbara:

IRAN DAILY: As I understand, 
this particular book, ‘We Will 
Not Be Silenced’, attempts to 
document, frame, and con-
textualize the silencing of 
pro-Palestinian voices, as 
well as the voices of critics of 
Israel, by an entity referred to 
throughout the book as the Is-
rael lobby. Is that correct?
ROBINSON: That is correct, but 
it’s a little more expansive than 
that. It has been going on for a 
very long time, obviously, since 1948. But this has intensified in the past 20 to 30 years, as gradu-
ally, the legitimacy of the Zionist project and the Jewish state has been challenged. The censorship and repression of anyone who 
criticizes Israel has been intensi-fying. And right now, we’re see-ing a wave of censorship, a wave 
of repression on university cam-
puses, public institutions, the government, the media, across the board; a wave of censorship and repression against anyone now criticizing not only Israel but also, of course, the genocide 
taking place in Gaza.
So, this hit me, in particular, in 
2009. You may remember Op-eration Cast Lead, which was an earlier attack on and siege of Gaza. It was nothing compared 

to what’s going on now, and I 
publicly spoke against that on 
my campus. The University of California was infiltrated by this Israel lobby that we refer to — I want to get back to the 
Israel lobby in just a minute. They went after me and tried to get me fired from the univer-sity. That is when I became in-volved in Palestinian solidarity and, more broadly, in this fight against censorship and repres-
sion by the Israel lobby in the United States.
But this has been going on since 
before 2009, before that book, and it has intensified since then, and now it has reached levels never before seen. What I want 
to say about the Israel lobby is that it does exist in the United States and is a strong pressure group, which involves a lot of financial blackmail, purchasing of candidates in the political system, financing of the election 
of those senators or Congress members or local elected offi-cials who are going to defend Israel politically and diplomat-
ically, the US support for Isra-el, and the suppression of any solidarity with Palestine. It is 
an extremely strong lobby, but 
here is the point: it’s not just in 

the United States. It is what we could call the US branch of the 
larger global Zionist project that 
suppresses any critique of the project and any solidarity with Palestine. It’s not restricted to the United States and Europe at all. It’s worldwide.For instance, the presidents of 
the universities of Pennsylvania and Harvard were both forced 
to resign. Not because they sup-port Palestinian freedom, but because they did not crack down hard enough on Palestinian soli-darity activities on their respec-
tive campuses.Those solidarity activities were carried out especially by two organizations: one is Students for Justice in Palestine, and the other is Jewish Voices for Peace. These are anti-Zionist Jews in the United States. The younger Jewish population in the United 
States is increasingly turning to 
anti-Zionism. They’re increas-
ingly saying “not in our name,” and they are protesting. They’re leading this mass wave of pro-test and solidarity with Pales-
tine that’s taking place across the United States right now. And 
that, in turn, means that the Zi-onist lobby and all of their polit-
ical representatives in the US po-

litical system and economy need to intensify their crackdown, their repression, and their cen-sorship. So, everything laid out in that book is now multiplied a thousand times over amid this genocide.
For instance, you cannot get a 
job on university campuses if 
you have previously participat-ed in Palestine Solidarity. The Zionist network and the Israel lobby will block you from get-ting a job, and if you are a pro-fessor, you won’t get tenure. Their influence comes from donating a lot of money to uni-versities and to other organi-zations and, as I’ve mentioned, political campaigns. More and more, corporations are firing their employees who speak out 
in favor of Palestine or simply against the genocide.If you were familiar with the term Hasbara, then you would know that it’s literally a branch 
of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, it’s public, and it’s the whole of Israel’s political diplomatic appa-ratus around the world. It’s sys-tematic propaganda and system-
atic targeting of any of Israel’s critics around the world, and this is how it works. Page 4

Palestinian civilians and 

medics run to safety as 

Israel shells a UN school 

in Beit Lahia, northern 

Gaza Strip, with what 

is suspected to be white 

phosphorous bombs on 

January 17, 2009.

 MOHAMMED ABED/
AFP

‘We Will  Not Be 
Silenced: The Aca-
demic Repression 
of Israel’s Critics’, edited by William I .  Robinson and Maryam S. Griffin, 
contains thirteen 
testimonials from figures like Richard Falk and former US c o n g re s s wo m a n 
Cynthia McKinney, as well as profes-sors, postgraduates, and activist alumni 
of American univer-sities, who were tar-geted by the Israel 
lobby for speaking 
out against Israeli apartheid and viola-
tions of Palestinian 
human rights. The 
struggle of these in-dividuals to defend their academic free-dom has garnered widespread public and international 
attention.

Courage 

immortalized 

in words
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It is evident that achieving such influ-
ence and control requires 
significant effort and stra-

tegic maneuvering. How do you explain 
the success of the Israeli lobby in main-
taining its influence for such an extended 
period, considering the challenges in-
volved in unilaterally shaping and influ-
encing the narrative on a topic as divisive 
and controversial as the Israel-Palestine 
conflict?
That’s an extremely important question, 
and in order to answer it, we need to focus 
on the historic alliance — which continues 
today into the early 2020s — between the 
Zionist project and what has been Western 
imperialism, especially US imperialism (or 

the US Empire). The United States and West-
ern Europe supported the formation of the Jewish state, specifically as an outpost for 
the expansion of world capitalism into the 
Middle East at a time when the Middle East 
was going through decolonization; when 
Arab nationalism and even socialist and 
communist and other revolutionary move-
ments and popular mass struggles were 
taking off in the Middle East. Israel became 
the outpost to keep control over the Middle 
East.
That alliance was forged very early on be-
tween the larger project of US foreign policy, 
which has since become a policy of promot-
ing global capitalism around the world and 
defending global capitalism, and the Zionist 
project as a representative of that US foreign 
policy in the Middle East at this time.
So, we cannot understand the power of the 
Israel lobby outside the relationship of Isra-
el to what we can call historical imperialism 
and to global capitalism now in the Middle 
East. That’s a giant part of the story.
The other part of the story, again, is that their control over financial levers is very pow-
erful. I can try and put forth a discourse of 
support for Palestine, a discourse that cri-
tiques Zionism as a right-wing, racist, and imperialist project, but I don’t have financial 
support behind me. So, I can’t translate my own discourse into financial leverage and 
therefore into political leverage. That’s not 
so in the case of the Zionist discourse and of 
the discourse of the Israel lobby.
I want to add one other point here, i.e., his-
torically, something else has been going on. 
The Holocaust involved the murder of six 
million Jews. But before I explain to you why 
I’m mentioning the Holocaust, I want to say 
that, of course, that was not the only holo-

caust in the last few hundred years. There’s 
the holocaust of the indigenous people in 
the Americas with 100 million victims, and 
the holocaust of the victims of colonialism 
all around the world, et cetera, et cetera.
But when we just speak about 1939 to 1945, 
that Nazi Holocaust took the lives of six mil-
lion Jews. And that Holocaust and the Jewish 
suffering around the Holocaust have been 
manipulated and incorporated into the Zi-
onist project, and, on that basis, Zionism 
was able to move from a minor ideology in 
the world Jewish community to the hege-
monic ideology. That takes place in 1945, 
and especially 1948, and on through the 
state of Israel.
I’m saying all of this and going into the back-
ground to answer your question of why is 
this discourse so powerful. The biggest 
reason is that the discourse is aligned with 
US imperialism, intervention, and foreign 
policy and now, the larger global capitalist 
interests in the Middle East. But secondly, 
because an unbelievably powerful lobby 
group has been created among the Jewish 
American community, by manipulating Jew-
ish suffering around the Holocaust. That is changing now because a significant portion 
of young Jews, as I just mentioned, are say-
ing “not in our name,” and turning their back 
on all of this. So, it’s a very interesting and 
important time here in the US because these 
battle lines are being drawn now, very, very 
clearly.

Based on your explanation, it seems 
clearer now why the term “decoloniza-
tion” as it pertains to Palestine provokes 
such strong opposition from Zionists, 
leading them to coerce social media plat-
forms like X into banning the use of terms 
like “decolonization” or “from the river 
to the sea”.
Absolutely. Actually, what we are seeing in-
side Israel now is fascism, and I don’t use the 
term lightly — just like we don’t use the term 
genocide lightly. Genocide, however, has a specific definition: it’s the attempt to elim-
inate, in whole or in part, a people. So, it’s 
correct to use the term genocide regarding 
what Israel is doing in Gaza. But the other 
term I want to use, which is fascism, has an 
intellectual, analytical, and scholarly his-
tory as well. And everything indicates that 
fascism is now a project that is gaining dom-
ination, or hegemony, inside Israel, and it 
means political suppression. Our colleagues 
in Israel tell us you can be arrested if you talk 

inside Israel about the genocide going on in 
Gaza. But if you make Nazi-like statements 
about the need to totally wipe out Palestin-
ians, call them animals, and so forth, you’re 
within the hegemonic discourse. So, there’s 
actually fascism emerging in Israel, and we 
have had the inklings of a fascist project here 
in the United States as well. I’m mention-
ing all of that because it’s true that speak-
ing about decolonization, about apartheid, 
about genocide, will run you into big trouble 
with the powers that be, both in the US and 
especially in Israel.I want to note something else as well: I 
want to go back to the point I was previous-
ly making that one of the key strategies in 
the Zionist lobby, and the US government, 
is to equate anti-Zionism with anti-Semi-
tism. I just want to hammer home that point again: the reason they can try and make that 
equation is because they’re manipulating 
the Holocaust and the feelings around the 
Holocaust, of course, and no one wants to 
be anti-Semitic. People who believe in jus-
tice, freedom, and equality don’t want to be 
anti-Semitic. So, Israel’s whole legitimating 
discourse, the discourse that legitimizes 
the existence of a Jewish state, is based on 
manipulating the Holocaust and the feelings 
around it. So, if you keep hammering home 
that criticizing Zionism is anti-Semitic and 
is embracing the Holocaust, then you have a 
very powerful propaganda instrument.

Now that you’ve mentioned the rise of 
fascism in Israel, it seems like a good 
starting point for our audience to un-
derstand why Israel is often referred to 
as an apartheid state. Could you please 
elaborate on the pillars of apartheid and 
the similarities between today’s Israeli 
apartheid and the historic apartheid in 
South Africa?
Yes, apartheid is considered a crime against 
humanity, and there’s an international con-
vention against it. In fact, early on after South 
Africa became liberated from apartheid in 
1994, they sent delegations to Israel. They 
studied Israeli apartheid and discovered 
that it has four pillars. One is the systematic 
segregation of different populations; then 
there’s the subordination of one of those 
populations through its segregation, a dif-
ferent set of rights for two different groups. 
So, Israeli Jews have a whole set of rights that 
Palestinians — either in Israel or in the occu-
pied territories — don’t have, i.e., one set of 
legal, civil, political, and social rights that are 
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Activists from Jewish Voice for 

Peace occupy the pedestal of the 

Statue of Liberty in New York City, 

the US, on November 6, 2023.

 AFP



5Special Issue
Palestinians Keeping Hope Alive

Iran Daily  Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024

given to one group and not to the other. All of the pillars of apartheid are defined in inter-
national conventions against apartheid. All 
of those pillars are in place in Israel. What is 
remarkable is that the South Africans who 
have now sent multiple delegations to Pal-
estine have repeatedly pointed out that Is-
raeli apartheid is worse than South African 
apartheid ever was.
I want to go back to fascism because, of 
course, the only way you can maintain a 
system of apartheid, a system of settler co-
lonialism, a system of Zionist racism and 
exclusion is through permanent repression 
at all levels. That includes, of course, the re-
pression of free speech and political mobili-
zation, political organization, and civil and 
political rights that we’ve been discussing, 
but it also means actual permanent physical 
repression. So, Israel has always been a po-
lice state. It’s been a police state right from 
the start. It was founded on ethnic cleansing, 
violence, and terrorism, and that is all doc-
umented.
When we talk about fascism in Israel, we 
want to say that the only way this system can 
be reproduced from one day to the next is 
through an all-out police state. And that po-
lice state really came into existence in 1948, 
and it has never gone anywhere. Now, it’s 
evolving from a police state into an outright 
fascist system. So, you’re getting even the 
breakdown of democratic constraints for 
the Jewish population itself.One of the definitions of fascism is ex-
tra-democratic or extra-legal mechanisms 
of ruling when democratic or consensual 
mechanisms break down. So, of course, 
there were always extra-legal terroristic 
mechanisms of control over the Palestin-
ians, but Israeli Jews enjoyed within their 
own Jewish rights minimal amounts of de-
mocracy, and that’s being broken down. I’m 
not just referring to removing the power of 
the Supreme Court in Israel to control the 
executive — which is the actual government 
in Israel, and the current government is the 
most extreme rightwing fascist we’ve ever 
seen, literally, since 1948. But the other 
thing going on, I want to reiterate, is that the 
civil and political rights of Israeli Jews are 
now simply being undermined. As I point-
ed out, you can be arrested for simply con-
demning the genocide. For any dissent right 
now, mobs of people will attack you.

Could you please explain the concept of 
racial nationalism, which Israel was built 

upon and centered around right from its 
inception? How did this ideology come to 
be and what does it entail, particularly in 
terms of creating an ethnically homoge-
neous nation?
Absolutely. Racial nationalism is an ideol-
ogy that swept through Europe in the late 
1800s. It’s an ideology that says that all 
peoples on the planet are divided into bio-
logically determined racial groups and that 
each biologically determined racial group 
has its historic homeland, its historic terri-
tory, a place from where it has always been 
from and evolved, and that these territories 
should be biologically or racially pure. So, 
this was an ideology that, of course, under-pins Nazism. That’s the first example that 
comes to mind. The Nazi program said there 
was a biologically pure German race that 
belongs to German soil. So, here’s the whole 
ideology of blood and soil and defending 
that soil with blood, and the mythology that 
the pure-blooded German Aryan race goes 
back to Teutonic tribes thousands of years 
ago.
This is known as racial nationalism, and it 
swept Europe. It was not just limited to the 
most egregious example of Nazism. There 
was also French racial nationalism, which 
said there’s a biologically pure French group 
that belongs to the French soil and dates 
back to the Gauls and the Roman times. Then 
there’s the Saxons, of course. The Anglo-Sax-on racial nationalist ideology first emerged 
in England and then in the United States. We 
had our own version of racial nationalism 
in the 1800s, which became known here as 
the Manifest Destiny, claiming that the An-
glo-Saxon race transplanted into the Ameri-
cas was destined to create its racial national 
empire.
But here’s the point: Zionism grows out of, 
and is an integral part of, this racial nation-
alism. Zionism is the Jewish version of this 
historic racial nationalism. We have studied 
the whole history of Zionism and have all the 
historical records. It says that Jews are a spe-cific race, a biologically distinct race. And 
now, before we continue this explanation, I 
want to fast-forward to the second decade of 
the 21st century and point out its absurdity: 
right now, Zionists are becoming desperate 
and are talking about a Jewish gene, as if hu-
man beings are biologically categorized into 
biological races on the basis of genes. So, 
they’re absolutely desperate to perpetuate 
this absurd Zionist ideology.
But let me go back to the story. So, early Zi-

onism says that Jews are a particular race 
of people, and they’re a race that, just like 
racial nationalism calls for, needs their own 
land and their own territory. Let’s remem-
ber that Theodore Herzl, the founder of the 
Zionist movement, once said that they need-
ed a territory anywhere in the world, and he first proposed Argentina. He also proposed 
Uganda. The only reason that Zionists then focused specifically on Palestine was that 
other early Zionists of this racial national-
ist movement said, “Well, we need to some-
how legitimate creating a nation for a Jewish race, and the way we can find that legitima-
tion is through the Old Testament.”
This mythology that Jews all over the world 
originally occupied and owned and lived in 
Israel and were displaced by the Romans and 
then wandered the world until they would 
come back home is the Zionist mythology. It 
actually has nothing whatsoever to do with 
the historical record. First of all, we know 
that Judaism is an ancient religion originat-
ing in what was today’s Palestine and other 
parts of the Middle East. But Judaism spread 
through conversion from 200 BCE to 300 
AD — that 500-year period — into the larger 
Mediterranean area into North Africa, into 
what is today southern Yemen, into Iran, 
and so forth. It spread through conversion. 
So, you never had a single Jewish tribe or 
anything of the sort. And then, in the eighth 
century, the Khazar Empire, which ruled the 
land between the Black Sea and the Caspian 
Sea, converted to Judaism.
The empire had Slavic origin. Today’s Rus-
sians, Slavic and Eastern Europeans, and 
Ukrainians are their descendants. The rul-
ers of the Khazar Empire adopted Judaism 
completely through conversion because 
they wanted to carve out their political au-
tonomy as an empire, and, in order to do so, 
they wanted to distinguish themselves from 
the Arab empires, the Persian empires, and 
the Byzantine empires that were Christian 
and Muslim. Therefore, they adopted Juda-
ism, and that’s the biggest way that Judaism 
spread around the world. Judaism has al-
ways been a faith community, not a people, 
much less a race. Human races don’t exist. 
We’re all the same biological race.
So, the Zionist project was to create the myth 
of the Jewish people, a Jewish race, which 
then, through this racial nationalist ideolo-gy, needed a specific homeland. The legiti-
mating discourse for all of 
that became the Old Testa-ment and, therefore, specifically Palestine.Page 6



6
Iran Daily  Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024

Let’s shift the focus back to the 
present. When discussing Zionism 

and its seemingly 
absurd ideology, 

there appears to be a sense that 
the US’s unwavering support for 
Israel should have been reevalu-
ated at some point. Is it fair to say 
that the world is finally realizing 
the absurdity of this uncondition-
al support and that it’s time for 
it to stop? Or do you believe this 
support will continue for a while 
longer?
Well, US support is going to go on for 
a lot longer. But what is correct is that 
the pressures against that support, 
the opposition to that unconditional 
support, is growing very rapidly. It 
has already exceeded the bounds of 
anything we have previously seen. 
I mean, ever since I was a teenager, 
as soon as I learned about this, I’ve 
been in solidarity with Palestine. But 
it was really in 2009 when I actually 
became involved in it. And of course, 
that was the year of the book, ‘We 
Will Not Be Silenced’. But since 2009, 
and even prior to that, I’ve never seen 
anything like what’s taking place right 
now in the United States, in Europe, 

and of course, all around the world in 
the former Third World, Africa, Latin 
America, and, especially, the Middle 
East. There’s always been rock-solid 
support for Palestinians, for the de-
colonization of Palestine, for Pales-
tinian liberation, but I’ve never seen 
anything like what’s taking place in 
the United States and in Western Eu-
rope right now.
So, there is great pressure to end un-
conditional US and Western support 
for Israel, but that’s not going to have 
any effect in the short term, absolute-
ly not, because you’re trying to peel 
away at something that goes to the 
very core of US foreign policy estab-
lishment ever since the 1940s and, 
especially, since 1967.
What is going to happen, though, is 
that as this rock-solid support for Is-
rael and, more generally, for interven-
tionist and aggressive US foreign pol-
icy around the world is increasingly 
challenged, you’re going to have more 
and more political crises in the United 
States. You’re going to have the sys-
tem continue losing its legitimacy. 
President Biden has already jeopar-
dized his possibilities for reelection 
next November because he’s lost so 

much legitimacy due to his adminis-
tration’s association with genocide. Of 
course, the South African suit in the 
International Court of Justice is aggra-
vating all of these contradictions.

So, in essence, you’re suggesting 
that there might be no hope for 
Palestine due to this undying sup-
port.
It’s very important what you’re ask-ing, but let me first say there most 
certainly is hope for Palestine. If I 
gave that impression, it is because, first, we have to make an objective 
analysis of what’s going on. Then, 
we can have a political assessment of 
where the hope lies. There absolutely 
is hope for Palestine, and that’s what 
I was trying to get at with the mass 
uprising here in the United States, 
the likes of which we’ve never seen in 
support and defense of Palestine and 
against genocide.
Secondly, we have to remember that 
even though Palestinians in Gaza are 
being subjected to genocide right 
now, the military resistance to the Israeli siege is quite significant. It’s 
not clear that Israel is going to win 
the military battle. Even if it wins the 

military battle, at what cost?
Ultimately, I want to make this point 
crystal clear: the source of all the 
hope for Palestine is the resistance of 
the Palestinians themselves. And I’m 
not just talking about Hamas, and I’m 
not just talking about the military re-
sistance. Every single Palestinian with 
every single breath they take in Pales-
tine is resisting the occupation, is re-
sisting Zionism, is resisting genocide. 
That’s where it starts. If Palestinians 
laid their hands down and said, “Oh, 
well, we’ve lost and we’ll march to 
Jordan and to Egypt and elsewhere,” 
sure, then there would be no hope. 
But Palestinians aren’t doing that. 
It’s Palestinians’ steadfast resistance 
that sparks Israel to commit genocide, 
which, in turn, spurs solidarity with 
Palestine worldwide.
Right now, Israel and the United 
States are losing. They have lost the 
war of legitimation. They’ve lost le-
gitimacy. Their policy, their practices, 
the genocide. They have lost legiti-
macy in world public opinion. They 
might temporarily be winning on the military battlefield, but they’re losing on the political battlefield. So, there is 
a lot of hope here.

Now, something else may take place. 
We are seeing plenty of resistance in 
the West Bank, but we haven’t seen a 
full-scale Intifada yet. But the pres-
sure is building. The West Bank is 
under complete siege, and resistance 
there is growing. But if this breaks out 
into an all-out Intifada, and if Pales-
tinians inside Israel are pressured to 
the point where they join an Intifada, 
then you would have another change 
in the political-military equation or, at 
least, the political correlation of forc-
es in the political equation.
The battle for legitimacy has already 
been lost by the Zionists and by 
Washington, and there most certain-
ly is hope for Palestine. The role of 
us, who are not Palestinian and not 
directly struggling inside Palestine, 
is to step up our support for Pales-
tinian freedom in every way possible 
because what’s at stake in Palestine 
right now is all of humanity. The 
Palestinian resistance has become 
a symbol that has touched a raw 
nerve all around the world because 
we see ourselves in it, and this crisis 
imposed on us by global capitalism is reflected in what’s happening in 
Palestine.

A Palestinian gunman fires in the 
air at the funeral of a man killed 

during an Israeli army military 
operation in Tulkarm on January 

17, 2024.

 MARCO LONGARI/AFP

A girl stands behind the metal 
window covering of a building hit 
by Israeli bombardment in Rafah 
in the southern Gaza Strip on 
October 31, 2023.

 MOHAMMED ABED/AFP
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Iranian shooter Tavassolikhah 
targets grandest prize of them all 

High-profile Iranian shooter 
Abdolreza Tavassolikhah says he has already set sights on 
the ultimate prize at the Los Angeles Paralympics in four-
years’ time.A mixed trap world No. 5 in the latest ranking released by the global governing body of 
the sport, Tavassolikhah has numerous world titles under his belt but is “unfortunate to play no part in this summer’s Games in Paris after the discipline was not named in the event’s program.”“I’ll still keep working hard to make sure I’ll be part of the Iranian squad in LA 2028,” 
said the 44-year-old, who will have a shot at adding further 
glory to his decorated trophy cabinet in June, when he takes part at the WSPS World Championships in Granada, Spain – a familiar territory for the former world number one.Tavassolikhah won the silver at the tournament in Al Ain, the United Arab Emirates, in 
2022.T h e  I ra n i a n’ s  m a i d e n 

international appearance came in an international Grand Prix in Italy in 2014, where he won the silver before claiming the WSPS 
World Cup gold three years 
later.Representing the country in the PT1 trap seated mixed SG-S contests, Tavassolikhah d e l i v e r e d  a  p e r f e c t performance in the final two rounds in the Italian city of Lonato, finishing with 40 points – a world record in the discipline to date.“There are few disabled trap shooters in the country, which is why I’ve had to compete with non-disabled contestants and I even managed to win several medals at the national events,” said Tavassolikhah, 
also a 2022 World Cup champion in South Korea.“The global regulations of the sport do not keep the disabled shooters from competing with the able-bodied athletes,” added the Iranian.A former member of the Iranian alpine ski team, before a car accident in 2007 changed his life forever, says the new chapter in his career all started with watching the 

Olympic Games. “I was recovering from a plastic surgery on my bedsores and had to be quarantined in my room, where most of my time was spent in front of the television,” said Tavassolikhah, adding: “I was watching the shooting contests of the London 2012 and that’s when I first thought of embarking on a new sporting challenge in my life.”Only five months on and Tavassolikhah was taking on non-disabled shooters in a grade B national competition.“I won the gold medal, much to the surprise of everyone at the tournament, and during the following six months I 
collected several more medals in the grade A competitions in the country,” said the Iranian 
shooter.“The journey has been full of twists and turns. It was quite a daunting challenge to learn the trades of the sport, as there was no trap shooter on a wheelchair in Iran prior to me,” said Tavassolikhah, who has been no stranger to overcoming the obstacles 
toward success.

Staff writer

By Amirhadi Arsalanpour 



IRAN DAILY: Could you please 
elaborate on the history and 
quality of relations between 
the two countries?
Wishwanath Aponsu: I am 
pleased to say that the relations 
between Iran and Sri Lanka are 
not recent. Fortunately, we have 
very old and even ancient rela-
tions with Iran. Commercial re-
lations between the two nations 
were established before Sri Lan-
ka gained independence in 1948. 
Sri Lankan archaeologists have 
discovered inscriptions in one of 
the southern ports of the country 
that depict religious rituals writ-
ten in three languages: Chinese, 
Persian, and Tamil, indicating the 
depth of our relations.
Thousands of years ago, many 
Iranians, who were Aryans, trav-
eled from Persia to Sri Lanka and 
settled there. There is a large 
household called “Choksy” in Sri 
Lanka, whose origin dates back 
to Iran. The Choksies in Sri Lanka 
have always held very important 
positions. For example, Sri Lan-
ka’s former minister of Finance 
was a member of this family.
As you know, part of the histori-
cal Silk Road passed through Iran 
when it was known as “Persia”. 
Sri Lankan archaeologists have 
found ancient artifacts such as 
coins and other items, indicating 
that Iranians had commercial 
interactions in Sri Lanka since 
ancient times, and trade groups 
and delegations have been ex-
changed between the two coun-
tries. These interactions have certainly expanded significantly 
after Sri Lanka gained indepen-
dence, and the two countries 
have always had very good ami-cable, official relations with each 
other. Overall, the two countries 
are closely tied in all political, economic, and cultural fields.
What are some fields wherein 
the two countries have mani-
fested these friendly relations 
in the form of cooperation in 
recent years?
Currently, Iran provides very 
good services, especially in the 
technical and engineering ser-
vices sector, to the people of Sri 
Lanka and has taken steps to-

wards the development of our 
country. Iran is the only coun-try that has built an oil refinery 
in Sri Lanka. Moreover, Iranian 
companies have been actively 
involved in the Uma Oya project, 
a large and multi-purpose devel-

opment project in Sri Lanka.
Iran has always been support-ive of Sri Lanka during difficult 
times and provided consider-
able assistance to our country. 
As an example, when Sri Lanka 
was facing an economic crisis 
last year, Iran donated a large 
shipment of medicines to Sri 
Lanka. Furthermore, when Sri 
Lanka was engaged in an inter-nal conflict with Tamil Tigers, 
Iran continued to export its oil 
to Sri Lanka without receiving 
any payment.
However, the friendly and sup-
portive relations between the 
two countries were mutual, and 
Sri Lanka has provided assis-
tance to Iran in various ways as 

well. Colombo has always been 
supportive of Tehran during sen-
sitive situations when strategic 
policies were adopted. Whenev-
er a vote was called in the United 
Nations and international or-
ganizations on various political 

issues, Sri Lanka always voted 
in favor of Iran, and its positions 
have been aligned with Iran. In 
other areas, Sri Lanka has shown 
its friendship, too. For example, 
our country donated a pair of el-
ephants to Iran a few years ago, 
which now have a calf are kept in 
Eram Park.

What actions have you taken 
during your tenure in Tehran 
to address Sri Lanka’s oil debts 
to Iran?
Regarding the settlement of oil 
debts, the two countries have 
been negotiating for years. Since 
I came to Iran as ambassador, I 
have made efforts to resolve the 
issue. With my efforts and the 

cooperation of my team and offi-cials of both countries, we finally 
managed to settle these debts. A 
tea-for-oil exchange agreement 
was reached and signed by both 
parties some months ago, and 
the issue of debts was resolved.

Furthermore, after I arrived 
in Iran in August 2021, many 
meetings on tourism develop-
ment and economic relations 
were held at the embassy with 
Iranian parties. These meetings 
were aimed at enhancing coop-
eration and relations in various 
sectors because both countries 
are facing economic challenges 
and need to stand together and 
help each other. In the academic 
and university sectors, too, both 
countries have been laying the groundwork for scientific and 
cultural cooperation for several 
years by providing scholarships.

What have been the results of 
your efforts and meetings in 

the field of tourism?
As I have noted, numerous meet-
ings have been held between 
the two countries in the tourism 
sector, leading to an increase in 
the number of tourists and the 
enhancement of bilateral tour-

ism relations. As a result of these 
efforts, the number of Iranian 
tourists who traveled to Sri Lan-
ka in March 2023 saw a 140% in-
crease compared to March 2022.
In 2023, more Iranian tourists 
traveled to Sri Lanka than any 
other nation in the Middle East. 
Iranians have also been report-
edly very interested in traveling 
to Sri Lanka during the upcom-
ing Nowruz holiday, as many 
Iranians have already booked 
hotels, leaving no vacancies in 
our hotels.

What flight routes have been 
designated for Iranians look-
ing to travel to Sri Lanka?
There was a time when we did 

not have a direct flight from Iran 
to Sri Lanka. However, the Sri 
Lankan government granted a li-
cense and permission to Mahan Airlines to launch a direct flight 
from Tehran to Sri Lanka. The 
license was granted to Mahan 
Air several months ago, but so 
far, this direct route has not been 
launched. Mahan Air has the nec-
essary permits. So, whenever an initiative is taken, direct flights 
between the two countries will 
become available to passengers.

When will the Uma Oya project 
become operational, and what 
plans do you have for its inau-
guration?
The Uma Oya project has been 
completed with the cooperation 
of Iran and will be inaugurated 
soon. However, the economic 
relations between the two coun-
tries will not end with that proj-ect. Sri Lankan officials are cur-
rently negotiating with Iranian 
companies involved in this proj-
ect to take on the responsibility 
of another water supply project 

in Sri Lanka.
For the inauguration of the Uma 
Oya project, it is likely that either 
Iran’s president or its minister of 
foreign affairs will travel to Sri 
Lanka. The visit of the Iranian 
president to Sri Lanka has been 
scheduled to take place soon, but the exact date has not yet been fi-
nalized. Earlier, the presidents of 
both countries had invited each 
other to visit their respective 
countries, but since the Sri Lank-
an president visited Iran in 2017, 
according to diplomatic protocol, 
it is now the Iranian president’s 
turn to visit Sri Lanka. However, 
before that visit takes place, the 
Iranian foreign minister has just 
taken a trip to our country.

Sri Lankan Ambassador to Iran 
G.M.V. Wishwanath Aponsu (2nd-L) 
accompanies Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
(2nd-R) to Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport 
before the top diplomat leaves for 
Colombo on February 19, 2024.
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Tehran, Colombo support each 
other during difficult times

Staff writer

By Sadeq 

Dehqan

I N T E R V I E W

Despite what 
most expect, 
relations be-
tween Iran 
and Sri Lanka 
have a long 
history, dat-

ing back to ancient times and the construc-
tion of the historical Silk Road. Situated on 
opposite sides of the Indian subcontinent, 
the two countries have always enjoyed ben-
eficial, friendly political and economic ties. 
Evidence of Iranian influence can still be 
found in ancient inscriptions discovered in 
Sri Lanka, indicating the Iranian heritage of 

some of its people.
However, in recent years, the friendly rela-
tions between the two countries have be-
come particularly entangled in the issue of 
oil more than any other matter in commer-
cial and political spheres. In an exclusive in-
terview with Iran Daily, the Sri Lankan Am-
bassador to Iran G.M.V. Wishwanath Aponsu 
noted that following conflicts between the 
Sri Lankan army and Tamil separatists and 
the subsequent economic crisis in Sri Lanka, 
Iran continued to export oil to the country 
without receiving any payment. Recently, Sri 
Lanka has undertaken a policy of tea-for-oil 
exchange to repay its $250 million debt to 

Iran. Although the initial basis of the bilat-
eral agreement was the oil-for-tea exchange, 
Iranian traders faced significant difficulties 
in making monetary transactions with Sri 
Lanka due to sanctions imposed on Iran, 
effectively leading to the suspension of their 
involvement in trade with Sri Lanka.
However, the economic relations and co-
operation between the two countries are 
not limited to oil and tea. For several years, 
Iran has been involved in one of the largest 
water supply and power projects in Sri Lan-
ka, known as the “Uma Oya” project. This 
multi-purpose development project encom-
passes the construction of two dams, a pow-

er plant, and a water transmission line. The 
project has had several technical and engi-
neering phases, all of which have been car-
ried out by Iranian companies that utilized 
the expertise of Iranian specialists. The Uma 
Oya project is soon to reach its operational 
phase in the near future, and that would be 
when, according to the Sri Lankan ambas-
sador, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi is 
expected to visit Sri Lanka to meet with Sri 
Lankan authorities and possibly participate 
in the inauguration ceremony of the project. 
Following is a summary of Iran Daily’s ex-
clusive interview with G.M.V. Wishwanath 
Aponsu.

Iran’s president will visit Sri Lanka soon

Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to Iran:
Sri Lankan 

Ambassador to Iran 
G.M.V. Wishwanath 

Aponsu
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