
Iran’s Leader slams US for vetoing 
Gaza cease-fire resolution
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The leaders of the 
Group of Seven 

(G7) stood by Ukraine against Russia on Sat-
urday night in an online summit also attend-
ed by the Ukrainian president, and imposed 
new sanctions against Moscow on the second 
anniversary of Russia’s invasion of its neigh-
bor. At the same time, some Western leaders 
visited Ukraine to take part in a symbolic cer-
emony at the Kyiv airport to show their soli-
darity with the Ukrainian people. Canada and 
Italy also inked separate security pacts with 
Ukraine.
The West spared no effort to throw its weight 
behind Ukraine against Russia, while Isra-
el’s genocidal war raged in the Gaza Strip for 
nearly 5 months, killing nearly 30,000 Pales-
tinians. 
Continued pressure on Russia and unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine, while turning a blind 
eye to the catastrophe in the Gaza Strip, once 
again exposed the double standards of the 
West regarding human rights.
Media reports have shed light on the indescrib-
able hardship the people of the Gaza Strip are 
going through under Israeli relentless strikes. 
In addition, the threat of a ground assault on 
Rafah in the southernmost region of the Gaza 
Strip looms large over the defenseless Gagans, 
heralding another humanitarian disaster.
In an official statement, Israel categorically 
rejected the establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state, and the United States keeps 
vetoing resolutions for a cease-fire in Gaza. 
The West, led by the United States, contin-
ues to ship weapons to Israel to press ahead 
with its crimes. All this implies that there is 
no clear vision for the security and life of the 
Palestinian people.
The West has irresponsibly ignored the disas-
trous situation in Gaza, while at the same time 
they focus on supporting Ukraine and ramp-
ing up pressure against Russia. No doubt, 
the war in Ukraine and the Ukraine people’s 
plight should not be ignored. But the question 
is why don’t the West pay such attention to 
the persecution of the Palestinian people? 
Human values, such as the right to life and se-
curity for women, children, and civilians, as 
well as respect for human rights, should be 
upheld universally. What is considered a right 
for the people of Ukraine should also be con-
sidered a right for the people of Palestine and 
the Gaza Strip.
If these human values are to be inclusive and 
institutionalized in the world, it is expected 
that those who claim to be the advocates of 
such values to call for them for everyone and 
apply pressure on anyone violating them ev-
erywhere. Perhaps, if a little of the pressure 
applied against Russia was used against Israel, 
or at least arming this very belligerent regime 
were to be restricted, the scope of the disas-
ter in the Gaza Strip would not have been so 
horrible.
It is wise for the G7 leaders to reflect on their 
acts and review that in a world in which they 
claim to be playing major roles, about 30,000 
people have lost their lives in a densely pop-
ulated area in nearly five months. Did the Pal-
estinian victims have no right to the human 
values supported by the West?   

Support for Ukraine, 
irresponsibility in Gaza

Iran finish 
3rd in  
Beach Soccer 
World Cup
Iran crushed Belarus 6–1 on 
Sunday during a third-place 
playoff in the FIFA Beach 
Soccer World Cup in the UAE. 
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historic 
decisions
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A large replica of a ballot box is seen in the 
middle of a square in the capital Tehran as 
Iran gears up for parliamentary and Assembly 
of Experts elections on March 1.  
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