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Hormuzgan Province in southern Iran boasts 
various attractions, many of which are situ-
ated in Kish and Qeshm islands. One of the 
most renowned destinations in Qeshm Is-
land is the Khurbas Cave. Located 15 kilome-
ters from the city of Qeshm, this cave holds a 
mysterious and enigmatic past, one that re-
mains open to interpretation.
Dating back to the Medes period, Khurbas Cave 
is a product of erosion within the Zagros Moun-
tains. The cave features a peculiar and myste-
rious architecture, nestled amidst short and 
towering coral hills. Its structure bears resem-
blance to caves found in Azarbaijan, Kurdestan, 
Lorestan, Bushehr, and Khuzestan provinces.
The rock walls of Khurbas Cave stand at a 
height of 20 to 30 meters. The formation of 
these caves can be attributed to the retreat 
of seawater within the mountain, leading to 
the creation of interconnected cavities. Over 
time, individuals have imparted unique carv-
ings, bestowing it with a distinct shape.
In recent years, artists have crafted new cor-
ridors and patterns within the cave to high-
light the primary caves. These new passag-
es feature designs akin to ancient carvings, 
serving to uphold its authenticity.
The Khurbas Cave, a notable tourist attrac-
tion in Hormuzgan Province, is located 15 
kilometers south of the city of Qeshm, on the 
right side of the road leading from Qeshm to 

the villages of Khurbas and Ramchah.
The entrance to Khurbas Cave comprises 
nine openings. Beyond these openings, there 
is a hall with two small alcoves that immedi-
ately capture one’s attention. Inside the cave, 
there are interconnected halls, corridors, 
rooms, springs, and numerous openings. 
These rooms and halls measure approxi-
mately 4 by 5.5 meters. Additionally, at the 
base of the cave’s entrance, there is a pond 
utilized for collecting rainwater, which re-
mains full during the rainy season.
There are various theories regarding the 
people of this region and the use of Khurbas 
Cave in the past. Some suggest that during 
the time of the Medes, this cave was used as 
a place of worship. It is also believed that the 
cave’s hall was utilized for holding memorial 
ceremonies for the deceased. 
Others propose that after the people of this 
region converted to the Zoroastrian faith, 
it served as a “dakhmeh,” a place where the 
bones of the dead are placed according to Zo-
roastrian tradition. 
Another theory suggests that due to the 
cave’s layout, it provided refuge for defense-
less people who were attacked by pirates in 
the past. They carved out cavities inside the 
cave to seek shelter during times of danger 
for children, women, and the elderly. Addi-
tionally, they stored water, food, and stones 
for self-defense in this cave, while young men 
would go to war with invaders.

The historical Tang-e Da-
lan village in Hormuzgan 
Province can be consid-
ered a key to unlocking 
the historical treasures of 
Bandar Khamir. This vil-
lage is located in the north-
western tip of Khamir, 
and has been situated on 
the historical commercial 
route of Lar-Hormuz for 
centuries. 

Every corner of the histor-
ical village reflects its long 
and eventful history. The 
artifacts that hold the se-
crets and mysteries of the 
past speak of the creativi-
ty, art, and forward think-
ing of the people of this 
land. A vast collection of 
very creative water struc-
tures, rarely seen in these 
regions, can be found here. 
Caravanserais, mills, wa-
ter reservoirs, and more, 

are just a few identified 
parts of these artifacts. 
The spring water that 
originates from the sur-
rounding mountains is 
directed towards Tang-e 
Dalan through a canal, and 
after reaching a large and 
flood-prone river, it safely 
passes through it.
Based on observations, it 
can be inferred that the wa-
ter system and structure 
operated as follows: a cy-

lindrical structure was con-
structed at the beginning 
of the river, attached to the 
valley wall, and still stands 
today. Spring water cascad-
ed down from the top of this 
structure through a pipe-
shaped channel carved into 
the rock, descending below 
the river’s surface. The wa-
ter then flowed horizon-
tally into another cylinder 
below the riverbed, guided 
upwards without the use of 

mechanical tools.
Continuing along the path, 
a combination was appar-
ent, with some water pass-
ing through open chan-
nels. Similar to the initial 
cylinders, in certain sec-
tions, the water followed 
the same pattern and con-
tinued in this manner un-
til reaching the end of the 
flood-prone area.
The intriguing aspect here 
is that in the heart of the 

mountain, a passageway 
and tunnel were excavated 
to transport water to the 
other side of the mountain. 
Subsequently, the water 
flowed into two water mills, 
constructed in a stair-like 
fashion on top of each oth-
er, before continuing into 
farms and agricultural 
areas. Two caravanserais 
were built around 10 me-
ters apart, and the structur-
al variances suggest they 

were either constructed in 
different historical periods, 
or served different purpos-
es. One of the caravanserais 
stands out significantly 
from others observed in 
Bandar Khamir. It boasts a 
strikingly high and beauti-
ful entrance, a ceiling posi-
tioned much higher above 
the ground compared to its 
counterparts, and show-
cases distinct patterns and 
designs.
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