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Future of Palestine

Prof. Abolfazl Beheshti,
member of EU think tank:

Two-state
solution

not feasible
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The Jewish West Bank settlement of Psagot (foreground houses with red roofs) adjacent to the West Bank city of Ramallah, in 2000
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f ll - bl h t = 1 = The recent months-long war in  confidentthataftertheendofthiswar,  oflIsrael’s position effectively destabi-
u Own O S l 1 Gaza seems to have put West Asia  the situation in Gaza will not return  lizes the normalization process with

on the brink of new developments.  to what it was before, and Palestinian ~ Saudi Arabia unless a Palestinian state
Where do you think these develop-  forces will undoubtedly establish a  is established, which has its own spe-
mentswill takeus? new form of governance in Gaza. The cific challenges. If the war concludes
The reality is that previously, events = moresignificanttransformationisthat  infavor ofHamas, the position of resis-

used to occur once every ten years, if the war ends up weakening Israel’'s  tance forces will also be strengthened.

By Ebrahim Beheshti Almost five months have passed sincethe butinrecentyears,wehave witnessed ~ positionand replacing Netanyahuand  If, on the other hand, the Israelis get

p . warinthe Gaza Strip broke outand Israel a major upheaval almost every year.  hiscabinet,theformationofaPalestin-  their wish and Hamas gets destroyed

N taff writer started committine genocidein the enclave In 2022, we saw the conflict between  ianstatewillnaturallybepursuedwith ~ — whichis highly unlikely — the posi-

I N T E R V I E W L g8 ’ Russia and Ukraine, and in 2023, we ~ more momentum. tion of resistance forces in the Middle
andthere’sstillno clearoutlookonthe witnessed the Israel-Gaza war. | am It should be noted that the weakening ~ Eastwouldbeweakened.

DAIMVEIRAT vtvreofPalestineand the war-tornsrip, O vereerrsressassassssssessssas s sass s ss s s s s st s s tasensetes s s sssansane s snsnssanee o

Despite numerous international effortsand

L . . . . Do you think a path toward re- exactly these two states would be  two-state solution is practically un-
negotiations, even achievinga cease-fire has proven elusive. Amidst this, y P 4 P y

) ) ’ solving the decades-long issue established. attainable. Moreover, the question
the United States hasthrown its supportbehind the so-called two-state between Israel and Palestine will  The Zionists adamantly oppose the  arises of how a state can be formed
solution, which envisionsthe formation ofanindependent Palestinian emerge out of these recent devel-  formation of a Palestinian state with ~ and administered without possess-

: cethi : opments? its capital in East Al-Quds. They will  inganyland.
state alongside Israel. Butisthis plan achievable? WO,Ul,d there be enough The path to achieving this goal is  not even entertain the idea of Ra-  Another crucial point is that Israeli
pressure onlsraeltostomachanindependentPalestinian state? What highly remote and fraught with  mallah as the capital of a Palestinian  extremists, who comprise at least
impact hasthe Gazawar had onthe tumultuous relationship between challenges. This is primarily be- state. Thisis because practically, the  halfof Israeli public opinion, will op-
Iran and the US? Whatis the reasonable option for reducing tensions cause in reality, 500,000-700,000  entire WestBankhasbeenfragment-  pose the formation of a Palestinian

b hi dTehran?Th fth . h individuals are settled in approx- ed into settlements, resembling state or even its recognition by Isra-
etwe?n Was 'ngton andTehran?T e_Seareisome ofthequestionst Aat imately 30,000 settlements in the pieces of a Swiss cheese block, and  el, even if Netanyahu is not in power.
were discussed with Abolfazl Beheshti,whois a professor of International West Bank and East Al-Quds (Je-  all connections have been severed  This fact will further exacerbate the

Relations and Energy Economyand a member of a European Union think tank rusalem), making it unclear where by these settlements. As such, the existingconflicts.
inBrussels, Belgium. Years of study, tutorship, and residence in Europe have (@ T T T T P PR

made Professor Beheshti'sanalyses of the assessments of Europeans and The United States and the United frameworkshowsthatthisisnotmere  Quds,ispartofoccupiedPalestinianter-
Americansfromthe Middle East crisis more concrete and accurate. Kingdom have said thattheywould  words. However, the issue is twofold:  ritories. Asyouknow, duringthe Trump
recognize an independent Pales- first, the two-state solution is not fea-  era, the Americans declared the entire
tinian state if it is ever established.  sible, and second, due to the entangle- ~ Al-Quds (Jerusalem)asIsrael’s “eternal
Does this imply their willingness = mentsImentionedinresponsetoyour  and undivided” capital, and Biden has
to settle the Israel-Palestine issue?  previous question, nobody can evac-  notalteredthisdecisioneither.
Whatwould a Palestinian statethat  uate Jews currently residing in settle- ~ But even assuming a Palestinian gov-
is desirable to the US and the UK  mentssuchastheonesinRamallah. ernment is formed and then recog-
looklike? ThestatethattheUSandtheUKwantto  nizedbythe United Statesand the Unit-
Allsigns suggestthatthe United States ~ recognizeismerelyonpaper.OnlyGaza  ed Kingdom, itwould only be on paper,
andthe United Kingdomaregenuinely ~ can serve as a suitable land for sucha  anditscoordinateswould belimited to
pursuing the recognition of an inde-  state, but, according to United Nations ~ Ramallah and Gaza because practical-
pendent Palestinian state. The fact  Security Council resolutions, Gaza, ly, Al-Qudsis completely under Israeli
thattheyseethesolutioninatwo-state  alongside the West Bank and East Al-  occupationand control.

How do you evaluate the position easily shaping public opinion. Nev-  Chinese, Indian, and European com-
of the European Union in this re-  ertheless, the European Union’s in-  panies than to Americans, although
gard? Do Europe’s interests also  terestliesin easing themselvesfrom  they have also suffered losses. Re-
necessitate easing or ending the theburdenofjewsandkeepingthem  gardless,itcanbe said thatthey have
Middle East crisis? inIsrael. Therefore, they supportthe ~ found more excuses for furtherinter-
Indeed, itis generally perceived that ~ two-state solution. ventionintheregion.

the European Unionis not genuinely ~ Furthermore, it seems that as long  In any case, all signs indicate that not
seeking tension in Gaza or Palestine.  as Israel does not accept a cease-  onlytheE EuropeanUniondoesnotben-
However, the Zionist lobby is strong  fire, the Houthis will continue their  efit from the conflict between Israel
and influential in France and itssen-  attacks and cause tension in the and Hamas,butalso the tensioninthe
ate, newspapers, and elsewhere, Red Sea. This is more detrimentalto =~ Middle Eastisdetrimentaltothe EU.

Where do you think the Islamic = Muslim Brotherhood and have close  non, they see Iran as the other side
Republic of Iran stands in terms of  ties to Hamas. While they are aware  of the coin. Even in their scenarios,
mediation efforts for a cease-fire  oflran’sinfluentialroleasaleaderin  they are squaring off against Iran.
in Gaza and resolving the Palestin-  the resistance movement, [ haven't = However, they strive to ensure that
ian issue? Will the US involve Iran  seen any indications that Americans  this engagement is not direct but
in mediation or benefit from Teh-  are considering Iran in this context. = rather proxy-based. They have em-
ran’sinfluencetoresolvetheissue?  Nevertheless, since they take the  ployed various methods to achieve

: . . See,Americansarecurrentlyfocused  resistance seriously and view Iran  this, including terrorist acts, attacks
Abolfazl Beheshti, a professor of International Relations and Energy Economy and a member of a t d Turk diat its leader. in i lated to Pal hi . f1 R il d
e A G R e e s on Qatar and Tur ey as mediators  as itsleader, in issues related to Pal-  on ships, seizure of Iranian oil, an
@ IRAN DAILY because both are aligned with the estine, Yemen, Iraq, Syria, and Leba-  manyotheractions.




