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The Iranian carpet embodies time-
less elegance and the rich heritage 
of Iran’s cultural legacy, standing 
as a global hallmark of exquisite 
craftsmanship. Known worldwide 
as the Persian carpet or Iranian rug, 
this piece transcends its functional 
use to become a true work of art. 
Crafted with unmatched skill, the 
carpet weaves its own story, encap-
sulating centuries of tradition and 
artistry. The range of designs, from 
traditional patterns to contempo-
rary styles, ensures that the diversi-
ty and superior quality of the Irani-
an carpet will meet and exceed your 
expectations.

History
The history of the Persian carpet 
is deeply rooted in ancient times, 
originally crafted by nomadic tribes 
as functional art to embellish their 
tents and shield against the harsh 
desert climate 
As years passed, this humble craft 
evolved into an art form celebrated 
for its intricate design and excep-
tional workmanship. By the 16th 
century, these artistic creations had 
captured European markets, be-
coming treasured possessions cele-
brated for their aesthetic appeal and 
impeccable quality.
The art of carpet weaving in Iran is 
believed to extend back to as early 
as 500 BCE. Ancient Persian texts 
and artifacts offer valuable in-

sights into this mesmerizing craft, 
revealing a tradition that would 
eventually captivate global atten-
tion.

Oldest Persian rug
The Pazyryk carpet, discovered in a 
Scythian tomb located deep within 
Siberia, stands as a testament to the 
remarkable craftsmanship of an-
cient Iranian carpet weavers. Dat-
ing back to approximately 400 BCE, 
this artifact unveils the impressive 
sophistication that the art of carpet 
weaving had attained in antiquity. 
In the Pazyryk carpet, measuring 
1.8 by two meters, there are ap-
proximately 3,600 knots in every 
square decimeter, totaling around 
1.25 million knots for the entire car-
pet, which is about two millimeters 
thick. 

Post-Islamic metamorphosis
Following the Islamic conquest of 
Persia in the seventh century CE, the 
artistic landscape of the region, in-
cluding the renowned carpet weav-
ing tradition, underwent significant 
transformations. The influence of 
Islam on this age-old craft was pro-
found and multifaceted. 
Trade dynamics of the era also 
played a pivotal role in the carpet in-
dustry’s evolution. With the expan-
sion of trade routes, Iranian carpets 
began to find their way to distant 
lands. Their designs, superior crafts-

manship, and durability made them 
a sought-after luxury item in courts 
and households from Spain to Chi-
na. The era also witnessed a surge 
in royal patronage. Many Islamic 
rulers, captivated by the artistry of 
these carpets, became significant 
patrons, often commissioning exclu-
sive designs. This support from the 
elite not only ensured the industry’s 
survival but elevated carpet weaving 
from a mere craft to a revered form 
of high art.
One of the most distinguished fea-
tures that emerged during this peri-
od was the integration of calligraphy 
into Iranian carpet designs. Artisans 
began weaving verses from the Holy 
Qur’an, poetry, or sometimes their 
names into the carpets. This added 
an additional layer of meaning and 
depth to the already intricate de-
signs, blending artistic expression 
with devotion. Technological ad-
vancements during the Islamic Gold-
en Age also left their mark on carpet 
weaving. New techniques were de-
veloped, and improved tools were 
introduced. This period of innova-
tion contributed to the quality and 
variety of carpets produced, setting 
even higher standards for crafts-
manship.
Finally, regional variations began 
to emerge more prominently. Re-
nowned weaving centers like Ta-
briz, Kerman, and Isfahan started 
to develop and refine their unique 

styles, influenced by local traditions, 
resources, and artistic inclinations. 
Each region added its unique touch 
to the art of Iranian carpet weaving. 
The Seljuq dynasty was a transfor-
mative era for Persian carpet mak-
ing. With the spread of Islam across 
the region, new styles like the “mihr-
ab” design, representing the niche 
in a mosque that faces Mecca, came 
into vogue.

Golden age
The golden age of Iranian carpet 
weaving is often attributed to the 
Safavid era in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. Shah Abbas, one of the no-
table rulers, took a keen interest in 
the arts, including carpet weaving. 
Master weavers like Kashan’s Maq-
sud were patronized, and the famous 
Ardebil carpet was created during 
this period. 
The Qajar dynasty saw the commer-
cial expansion of the carpet industry. 
During this period, new dyeing tech-
niques were developed, and exports 
began to Western countries. Today, 
Persian carpets are synonymous 
with luxury and elegance, and they 
remain a vibrant and vital part of 
Iran’s cultural heritage. The resil-
ience and versatility of this age-old 
craft are evident in how it has en-
dured through multiple eras, each 
leaving its indelible mark on the pat-
terns, colors, and textures that we 
celebrate today.

The historical Googed 
Stronghold, situated in Is-
fahan Province near the 
city of Golpayegan, boasts a 
rich history spanning over 
four centuries. Serving as 
a pivotal structure along 
caravan routes, it played a 
significant role in trade and 
defense. An intriguing doc-
ument traces back half of 
its establishment to a per-
son named Ali Khan, who 
dedicated it to his wife, 
leading to its alternative 
name as Ali Khani Strong-
hold.
Characterized by imposing 
towers flanking its sides, 
the stronghold served 
a dual-purpose during 
times of peace and conflict. 
Functioning as both a mil-
itary fortress and a secure 
caravanserai, it provided 

accommodations for afflu-
ent merchants. The layout 
features a square court-
yard with four symmetri-
cally placed towers, each 
standing at approximately 
twelve meters to ensure 
vigilant surveillance and 
protection.
Reflecting societal hierar-
chies of the era, the upper 
levels housed merchants 
and dignitaries, while low-
er levels accommodated 
servants and livestock. An 
alcove above the entrance 
gateway contained a cen-
tral water pool, strategi-
cally positioned to douse 
any fires set by adversaries 
during attacks. The strong-
hold’s design incorporat-
ed natural sentinels in the 
form of pigeons and other 
birds, whose agitation sig-
naled impending danger, 
aiding guards in preempt-

ing threats.
Furthermore, provisions 
for water and food storage, 
including a vital water well 
in the southeast corner, 
underscored the strategic 
foresight in preparing for 
times of conflict and siege. 
After a period of neglect, 
Googed Stronghold 
has undergone 
meticulous resto-
ration, transform-
ing into a boutique 
hotel and resi-
dence. Visitors 
can now explore 

its nineteen rooms, along 
with amenities such as a 
teahouse, restaurant, and 
expansive courtyard, offer-
ing a glimpse into its storied 
past and architectural inge-
nuity.

Timeless elegance of the Persian carpet

Googed Stronghold serves dual purpose 
during peace and conflict
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