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PERSPECTIVE

This systematic interaction has led to a unity and
similarity of minds among intellectuals and ordinary
peoplein this region. The spiritual teachings of Ansari,
with slight variations, are recognizable in Samarkand,
Bukhara, Nishapur, Isfahan, Shiraz, Tabriz, Ganja, and
Konya. This unity extends beyond intellectuals to the
social and pragmatic nature of thought in this cultur-
al system, leading to a similarity in general culture
and even daily life among ordinary people. Thus, the
Nowruz region possesses a common mental frame-
work, which, if considered in foreign policy by member
countries of this region, would be the best basis for co-
operationand peacemaking.

However, researchersand politicalleaders ofthisregion
have paid little attention to this concept and have over-
looked thisunique opportunity for developingmore col-
laborative and peace-oriented regional arrangements.
It seems that the continuous organization of “Nowruz
diplomacy” events with the participation of univer-
sity researchers and intellectuals from all parts of this
intellectual region, from the subcontinent to Anatolia,
would be the best initiative to utilize this common men-
tal framework for establishing cooperative structures.
Nevertheless, researchers of thisregion, in constructing
theoretical structures based on this common system,
mustobserve the following principles.

First, they must avoid nationalistic appropriation of
personalities and their ideas. These figures had iden-
tities transcending their birthplaces or lives, symbol-
izing a regional intellectual identity. Confining them
to a modern geographic or land-centric framework
diminishes their influence and reduces their potential
for creating peacemakingarrangements.

Second, governments should strive to represent all
these figures as partofthe common cultural heritage of
the region, with the involvement of all countries in this
region. For example, Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi,
known as Rumi, is not just a Turkish or Persian figure
butashared cultural heritage of the people of Afghani-
stan, Tajikistan, Iran, Azerbaijan, and Turkey.

Based onthese principles, itis proposed thattherole of
this cultural system in shaping regional arrangements
be examined and studied in the form of a collection of
articles, with the joint collaboration of Iranian, Turk-
ish, Afghan, Tajik, and Azerbaijaniresearchers.
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As a result, with the end of the Cold War
era, instead of witnessing the formation
of a unipolar world and globalization of
economy, politics, culture,and society, ties
between political units with similar iden-
tities in various regions increased. Rela-
tionsattheregionallevel shaped new pat-
terns of international interactions. Note
that identity ties, which had been desig-
nated as the building block of common
interests, itself stemmed from cultural af-
finities. In fact, identity can be regarded as
a construct of the cultural characteristics
ofindividualsand societies.

Thus, today’s world is a “regionalized”
world where the bond between culturally
similar communities serves as the main
basis for cooperation between nations
and states. Innovative technologies have
provided a suitable platform for advanc-
ing such new patterns. Key elements such
as borders have become much less prom-
inent in inter-state politics, and even tra-
ditional interpretations of the concept of
sovereignty have found a different formin
this astonishing new world. The concept
of region, too, has undergone a transfor-
mation. A region is no longer something
that could be delineated on geographical
definitions alone; rather, in today’s world,
it refers to a collection of societies that,
based on common cultural and identity
elements and within the framework of
economic, political, scientific, and other
relations, have come together to cooper-
ate for the realization of common inter-
ests. Therefore,itcanbe seenthataregion
canalso beanovel construct of redefining
common elements that tie societies to-

gether.

Inrecentyears, countries such as Iran, Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, India,
Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan
have endeavored to register the Nowruz
traditionasanintangible cultural heritage
with UNESCO. Since 2010, through reso-
lution A/RES/64/253 in the United Na-
tions General Assembly, March 21, or the
first day of the month of Farvardin in the
solar calendar, has been designated as the
International Day of Nowruz. Thisis while
thelist of countries celebrating Nowruz is
much longer than the current list and in-
cludes countries from Albania in Eastern
EuropetoChinaand Mongoliain EastAsia.
It can be clearly observed that the coun-
tries within the Nowruz cultural region
enjoy significant diversity. Geographical-
ly, these countries encompass regions in
West Asia, the Caucasus, Eastern Europe,
Central Asia, and South Asia. From a reli-
gious perspective, followers of various
religions, from Christianity and Zoroas-
trianism to Judaism and various Islamic
sects, celebrate Nowruz. From a national
standpoint, the Nowruz cultural region
includes numerous ancient ethnicities
thathave coexisted in this culturaldomain
since ancient times, shaping the Nowruz
culture alongside each other. Finally, lin-
guistic diversity is another characteristic
of the Nowruz cultural region. The speak-
ers of these languages have not only fos-
tered deep linguistic connections among
their communities, facilitatingamore em-
patheticunderstanding of shared cultural
and identity-related concepts, but have

also contributed to the vibrant cultural
mosaic of this region through the preser-
vation and utilization of various dialects
andlanguages.

In this way, it can be seen that the Nowruz
culture, by relying on norms such as com-
passion, tolerance, and mutual respect
and by promoting values such as friend-
ship and kindness towards one another,
has been able to serve as a unifying force
among many civilized societies in today’s
world. The universality of Nowruz’s cul-
tural values has also empowered it to play
an identity-building role in peripheral
areas and contribute to the formation of a
cultural region. Moreover, it can strength-
en humanistic perspectives based on
traditions and ancient rituals in today’s
world.

The Nowruz culture, as a shared heritage
of the nations within the Nowruz civili-
zation, requires formulation within the
framework of modern international re-
lations theories, especially regionalism
theories. Then, based on common strate-
gies, it should shape a broad social move-
ment that secures the economic, political,
and security interests of governments
and nations. Shaping the discourse of the
“Nowruz Cultural Region” requires more
than just cooperation among political
leaders; it necessitates collaboration and
support from intellectuals and academics
of the countries in this region to present
fresh definitions of national interests,
national security, governance, borders,
homeland, land, identity, friend, and foe
withinthe framework of common cultural
values.



