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Iran restated its position 
on the disputed Arash 
gas field in the Persian 
Gulf with an Iranian vice 
president stressing on 
the ‘integrated and joint’ 
extraction with Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia from the 
field, warning Tehran will 
start drilling in the field if 
Kuwait does so.
Emphasizing that the 
ownership dispute with 
Kuwait should be “peace-
fully resolved,” the Iranian 
Vice President for Legal 
Affairs Mohammad Deh-
qan told ISNA that a part 
of the gas and oil field be-
longs to Iran. 
He said his country be-
lieves in ‘integrated and 
joint’ extraction with 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
from the disputed gas 
field, warning Tehran will 
start drilling in the field if 
Kuwait does so.
Fo l l o w i n g  K u w a i t ’ s 
repeated c laim over 
the Arash gas field on 
Wednesday, Dehqan re-
ferred to not having a 
maritime border with 
Kuwait, adding that Iran 
discovered that field and 
has drilled rigs there 
many years ago without 
taking advantage of it so 
we won’t create tensions 
with our neighbors,” Deh-
ghan clarified.
“However, we have not 
utilized it so far to pre-

vent any challenges with 
Kuwait and neighboring 
countries,” he said.
Iran argues that nearly 40 
percent of the gas field is 
located in the territorial 
waters of Iran, but Kuwait 
had presented a differ-
ent border demarcation 
that puts the entire field 
within the neutral zone 
between Kuwait and Sau-
di Arabia, and denies Iran 
has any right over the 
field.
Dehqan hit out at Kuwait 
for not proposing “any 
constructive idea so far” 
and for making agree-
ments with Saudi Arabia 
on the issue.
Iran began talks with Ku-
wait in 2000 to develop 
the gas field in the Persian 
Gulf, but no agreements 
were reached.
The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry ’s  spokesperson 
on Wednesday also dis-
missed Kuwait’s “inter-
fering” opinions about 
Iran’s three islands in the 
Persian Gulf, and about 
the Arash oil and gas field, 
reminding the Arab state 
that one-sided claims 
would not entitle it to any 
rights.
I n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Wednesday, Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani brushed aside 
the communiqué issued 
at the conclusion of the 
Kuwaiti emir’s visit to 
the United Arab Emirates 

regarding the three Irani-
an islands of the Lesser 
Tunb, the Greater Tunb 
and Abu Musa as well 
as Kuwait’s claim to the 
Arash gas field.
Kanaani rejected the in-
terfering clauses of the 
Kuwaiti emir’s statement, 
saying Iran has stressed 
time and again that the 
three islands – the Lesser 
Tunb, the Greater Tunb 
and Abu Musa – are inte-
gral and eternal parts of 
Iranian territory.
The Islamic Republic of 
Iran never regards its 
territorial integrity as ne-
gotiable, the spokesman 
underlined.
As for the repetition of 
Kuwait’s claim on the 
Arash field in that state-
ment, Kanaani noted, “We 
have said many times that 
making unilateral claims 
in such statements does 
not create any rights for 
the claimant.”
He pointed to previous 
talks between Iran and 
Kuwait, saying technical 
and legal negotiations are 
the best and most appro-
priate way to deal with 
the issue.
Based on its historical 
rights and records of bi-
lateral negotiations with 
Kuwait, Iran is ready to 
continue talks with the 
Kuwaiti government over 
a framework that would 
entail respect for mutual 
interests, he added.

Iran emphasizes 
‘peacefully’ resolving 
Arash gas field dispute

Iran indigenizes 80% of oil 
equipment: Deputy Minister

Pakistan: No grounds for US objection 
to gas pipeline project with Iran

Iran’s deputy oil minister 
said the country has suc-
ceeded in manufacturing 
80 percent of oil parts 
and equipment domesti-
cally despite being under 
sanctions.
The Iranian Oil Ministry 
has focused on taking ad-
vantage of the expertise 
and technical know-how 
of knowledge-based com-
panies, Jalil Salari said, 
emphasizing that more 
than 80 percent of the 
oil equipment is manu-
factured in the country, 
Tasnim News Agency re-
ported.
Speaking in a meeting 

held in Abadan on re-
viewing the plans for oil 
byproducts, he said that 
the Oil Ministry has taken 
effective steps in the past 
two years for the domes-
tic production of oil parts 
and equipment.
One of these measures is 
related to the launch of 
extraterritorial refining 
plans overseas and the 
export of technical and 
engineering services, he 
stated.
So far, three to four kinds 
of technical knowledge 
have fully been localized 
in refining companies in 
the field of producing cat-

alysts, compressor manu-
facturing and streamlin-
ing the quality of fuel oil, 
said the chief executive of 
the National Iranian Oil 
Refining and Distribution 
Company (NIORDC).
He put the oil production 
capacity at Abadan Oil 
Refinery (AOR) at 500,000 
barrels of oil per day 
(bpd), Mehr News Agency 
reported. 
With the increase in the 
capacity and quality of 
oil byproducts, the coun-
try’s gasoline production 
capacity has reached 129 
million liters per day, Sal-
ari highlighted.

International Desk

Pakistan has dismissed the 
United States’ objection to 
its decision to start work 
on a joint pipeline project 
between the country and 
Iran, with its Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson saying 
it had decided to initiate 
work on an 80-kilome-
ter-long segment of the 
pipeline.
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said 
at a weekly briefing on 
Thursday that there is “no 
room for any objections” 
from a third party like the 
United States since the 
project was being con-
structed within Pakistani 
territory.
“The cabinet of Pakistan 
decided a few days ago 
to start work on 80 kilo-
meters of a Pakistan-Iran 
pipeline, and this is the 
beginning of construction 
of the pipeline, and it is in 
conformity with our com-
mitment to the Iran-Paki-
stan pipeline.”
“Since this pipeline is be-
ing constructed inside 

Pakistani territory, we do 
not believe there is room 
for any objections by any 
third party at this stage,” 
she added.
She made the remarks 
when she was asked if Is-
lamabad had contacted 
Washington on the deci-
sion to begin constructing 
the pipeline.
Last week, the IP gas pipe-
line project had reportedly 
been delayed as the US had 
expressed concerns about 
the project and refused to 

waive the sanctions im-
posed on Iran.
According to local sources, 
Pakistan has approached 
the US for a waiver to re-
sume the project, but the 
US refused to give any con-
cession. 
Also, late last month, Mu-
hammad Ali, Pakistan’s 
caretaker energy minister, 
said work on 80 kilome-
ters (49 miles) of the pipe-
line would be carried out. 
Washington has opposed 
the project, saying it could 

violate the sanctions that it 
has imposed on Tehran.
The project, launched in 
2013, required Pakistan to 
finish the construction of 
the pipeline on its territory 
by the end of 2014.
But the work stalled, up-
setting Tehran, which has 
said it has already invested 
$2 billion in the pipeline on 
its side of the border. 
Pakistan is likely to face 
an $18-billion fine if it ter-
minates the gas pipeline 
agreement.


