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Economy more impactful 
on US elections than Gaza

so far. The complaints 
against Trump and the 
allegations and crimes 
currently under investi-
gation are not obstacles 
to his electoral partici-
pation. If Trump’s oppo-
nents pursue other cas-
es, such as mishandling 
classified documents, or 
events like the January 
6 attack on the Capitol, 
which have security im-
plications, it may pose a 
problem for him, provid-
ed that a court decides 
to convict and disquali-
fy him from running in 
the elections. However, 
such an event has not 
occurred yet, and he is 
running his election cam-
paign.

Polls show Trump’s 
position as being rela-
tively strong, with even 
a three to four percent 
lead over Biden. Do you 
think his election cam-
paign is advancing and 
will maintain this sta-
tus until the end?
Trump enjoys a good 
standing among Re-
publicans.  Although 
Nikki Haley managed 
to defeat Trump in the 
Washington D.C. prima-
ry elections, the overall 
margin between Trump 
and Haley is significant, 
and it doesn’t seem she 
could pose a challenge 
to Trump. Trump’s posi-
tion, according to polls, 
is currently favorable. 
However, whether he 
can maintain this status 
as the official nominee 
throughout the election 
campaign remains un-
certain. Nonetheless, he 

has the experience of 
two election contests, 
one of which he won and 
the other he lost. We’ll 
have to wait and see.

How do you think the 
situation with Joe 
Biden is progressing 
for the Democrats? Can 
Biden compete against 
Trump in this cycle? Is 
the Democrats’ track 
record appealing to 
Americans?
Ac c o rd i n g  to  p o l l s , 
Trump and Biden’s pop-
ularity are currently very 
close. However, what may 
become troublesome for 
Democrats is Biden’s 
physical condition and 
age. Republicans, espe-
cially Trump, portray 
Biden as a forgetful and 
ailing individual. Trump 
even mocked Biden, 
saying he can’t even re-
member his own name. 
Nonetheless, physical 
health is a formal norm 
in the world of politics, 
and if some of Biden’s 
controversial behaviors 
persist, there’s a possi-
bility of replacing him 
with another candidate 
for the election, as names 
like Michelle Obama, for-
mer president Barack 
Obama’s wife, and Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
have been mentioned. 
However, it should not 
be forgotten that the out-
come of the US elections 
is usually determined 
by the so-called swing 
states. Some states are 
traditionally blue or red, 
meaning they are Demo-
cratic or Republican sup-
porters. The situation of 

these swing states is still 
unclear.

The war in Gaza and 
Israel’s actions there, 
backed by the United 
States, have sparked 
considerable criticism 
within America. Do you 
think the Gaza conflict 
could have a noticeable 
impact on the US elec-
tions?
I don’t believe it will have 
a significant impact. The 
US government has no is-
sue with confronting and 
even physically eliminat-
ing Palestinian militant 
groups and Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, which it labels 
as terrorist organiza-
tions. However, it does 
not necessarily endorse 
Israel’s methods of deal-
ing with these groups 
and its tactics in the Gaza 
conflict. For instance, it 
emphasizes the need for 
distinguishing between 
combatants and non-com-
batants, or providing aid 
to civilians affected by 
the conflict, etc. Hence, in 
essence, the approach to 
dealing with Palestinian 
militant groups is not dif-
ferent between Israel and 
the US.
America has set a red line 
for itself, which is not get-
ting involved in another 
direct war in the Middle 
East, a line it has managed 
to uphold so far. Therefore, 
the Gaza war will not have 
an impact on US policy.

While the Gaza conflict 
may not affect US policy, 
is it insignificant to the 
American public? Large 
protests criticizing Isra-

el and supporting Pales-
tine have taken place in 
American cities, and it 
seems that parts of the 
American populace op-
pose unconditional sup-
port for Israel.
In the American elec-
toral scene, the primary 
influencing factor is the 
economy. Years ago, when 
a supporter told Bill Clin-
ton he won because he 
dressed well, Clinton re-
plied, “Idiot! What won it 
for me was the economy.” 
So, the primary issue is 
the economy, and other is-
sues, such as the Gaza con-
flict, serve as catalysts for 
electoral debates and dis-
cussions. Additionally, dis-
gruntled segments of the 
public are well aware that 
the Republican Party’s re-
lationship with Israel is 
much stronger than that 
of the Democrats. There-
fore, the Gaza conflict does 
not have the potential to 
become the main issue in 
the US elections. More-
over, the fact that the US 
has not engaged in direct 
warfare in the Middle East 
thus far is considered an 
achievement for the Dem-
ocrats. As you can see, 
Houthi attacks on ships 
in the Red Sea continue, 
and nuclear and regional 
tensions with Iran persist. 
Despite reports from the 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency against Iran’s 
nuclear program, the US 
has remained silent for 
now, trying to control and 
manage crises and ten-
sions. This is because it 
does not want to engage 
in a military conflict with 
Iran.

Iran among top five countries in 
aerospace field
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Iran is among the top 
five countries in the 
world in the field of 
aerospace, said the 
head of the Iran Avia-
tion and Space Indus-
tries Association (IASIA), 
Davoud Najafipour.
The first Aerospace In-
dustry Exhibition was 
held with the partici-
pation of 120 Iranian 
companies in the spe-
cial economic zone of 
Payam International 
Airport, in northern Al-
borz Province. The in-
dustrial manufacturers 
and knowledge-based 
companies showcased 
their products and ca-
pabilities during the 
three-day event which 
wrapped up on Satur-
day. 
On the sidelines of the 
event, the IASIA head 
told Iran Daily that due 
to its self-sufficiency 
and reliance on entire-
ly indigenous technol-
ogies and production, 

Iran’s aerospace indus-
try is considered one of 
the best in the world.
He added that this 
achievement comes in 
a context where our 
enemies have consis-
tently tried to prevent 
the aerospace technol-
ogies and components 
from reaching Iran 
through various sanc-
tions, and withhold-
ing any part of their 
knowledge and pro-
duction from us.
Najafipour said the ex-
hibition was the most 
significant event in the 
country’s aerospace in-
dustry. While previous 
aerospace exhibitions 
have been held on Kish 
Island, this was the first 
time an exhibition of 
this scale was taking 
place around the capital.
According to the IA-
SIA head, 380 knowl-
edge-based companies 
in the aerospace indus-
try are members of the 
association, and some 
of them participated in 
the exhibition.
“Our companies in 
this exhibition have 
demonstrated their 

capabil it ies in the 
production of aircraft 
engine parts, special 
alloys required in the 
aviation industry, as 
well as components 
related to aircraft hy-
draulic and mechanical 
systems.
He said that despite the 
significant sanctions 
imposed on the coun-
try’s aviation industry, 
Iranian companies 
have stood on their 
own feet, producing 
many parts in the avi-
ation industry domes-
tically.
He explained that 
whenever the United 
States and Western 
countries decide to 
impose sanctions on a 
country, they first tar-
get its aviation indus-
try. This has been done 
in the case of many 
countries including 
Libya, Sudan, and oth-
ers, causing the avia-
tion industries of these 
countries to suffer.
He added that Iran has 
never been paralyzed, 
and our airplanes have 
never ceased to take 
flight.
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The presidential elections in the United States are 
scheduled to take place in about eight months. 
Donald Trump, the most prominent Republican 
candidate, is still preoccupied with the cases raised 
against him, while the physical condition of Joe 
Biden, the Democratic nominee, has also become a 
challenge for the Democrats. On the other hand, it is 

important to consider whether the Gaza conflict and America’s support for 
Israel will have an impact on the US elections. We have discussed this 
matter with Jahanbakhsh Izadi, a university professor and expert on 
American affairs.

Attendees listen to speeches during 
an “Uncommitted for Joe Biden” 
primary election night watch party 
at Adonis restaurant, Michigan, US, 
on February 27, 2024.
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America’s red line is non-
involvement in Middle East wars

IRAN DAILY:  Donald 
Trump has been quite 
newsworthy in the past 
couple of years. However, 
can he be considered a 
contender for the upcom-
ing presidential elections 
in the United States?

JAHANBAKHSH IZADI: 
In the US Constitution or 
the executive procedure 
of the Constitution, there 
is no impediment or pro-
vision that would pre-
vent Donald Trump from 
running in the elections 


