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Shahnameh Reading Festival 
to be held at Persepolis
The head of Cultural Her-
itage, Handicrafts, and 
Tourism Department in 
Fars Province announced 
the organization of a 
Shahnameh Reading Fes-
tival along with a light 
and sound program at 
the UNESCO-registered 
Persepolis in southern 

Fars Province.
Mohammad Sabet-Eghl-
idi mentioned that the 
festival will take place on 
March 15, marking the 
completion date of the 
Shahnameh’s composition. 
Therefore, the festival will 
be held at the Persepolis 
World Heritage Site, fea-

turing ‘Shahnameh’ rec-
itations, performances, 
and scholarly speeches, 
ILNA wrote. The festival is 
organized by the Persepo-
lis World Heritage Site in 
collaboration with the Cul-
tural Heritage, Handicrafts, 
and Tourism Department 
of Fars Province.

‘Ujan Story’ to be screened in Spain 
The Iranian-Armenian 
coproduction ‘Ujan Sto-
ry,’ written and directed 
by Shahram Badakhshan 
Mehr, will participate in 
the Madrid International 
Independent Film Festival 
(FICIMAD) in Spain, to be 

slated for March 11 to 15. 
‘Ujan Story’ recently won 
the Best Narrative Film 
award at the Aasha In-
ternational Film Festival 
in India and received the 
Rising Star Award at the 
Better World Film Festival 

(BWFF) in Munich, Ger-
many, Mehr news agency 
reported. 
The film, which depicts the 
life of a family in the village 
of Ujan, Armenia, is Bada-
khshan Mehr’s second in-
dependent feature film.

In light of the increasing 
traffic on the country’s 
roads during the Nowruz 
holidays, the CEO of the 
Iranian Cheetah Society, 
Morteza Pourmirzaei, 
urged drivers to be cau-
tious of cheetah collisions 
while traveling on the 
central and eastern roads 
of the country. 
Pourmirzaei highlighted 
that with the rise in road 
trips during the Nowruz 
holidays, unfortunately, 
the rate of accidents has 
increased, leading to fa-
talities among wildlife in 
the country’s interstitial 
areas.
Pourmirzaei pointed out 
that road accidents are 
one of the significant fac-
tors contributing to the 
mortality of cheetahs in 
Iran. 
He explained that cheetah 
fatalities usually occur on 
roads passing through 
the neighborhood of 
protected areas, with the 
Tehran-Mashhad route 
between Shahroud and 
Sabzevar being a fre-
quent hotspot for such 
accidents.

This area surrounds the 
Khar Turan National Park, 
the last and most import-
ant habitat of the Asiatic 
cheetah in Iran and Asia.
The road exactly passes 
through the border of 
this region, and because 
the upper part of this 
road has smooth and suit-
able conditions, cheetahs 
make their way across it. 
Considering that our bor-
ders have no significance 
for cheetahs, they come 
onto the road, leading to 
road accidents.
During last Nowruz hol-
idays, a collision in this 
area resulted in the loss 
of a cheetah mother along 
with three unborn cubs, 
representing a significant 
blow to the already dwin-
dling population of Irani-
an cheetahs. The Iranian 
cheetah, a subspecies on 
the verge of extinction, 
has faced substantial loss-
es due to road accidents, 
claiming the lives of 13 
individuals in the past 
decade alone.
“The Iranian cheetah pop-
ulation is currently less 
than 40 individuals, and 
in this accident, we actu-
ally lost 10% of the chee-
tah population, he said. 

The Iranian cheetah, or 
Asiatic cheetah, is one 
of the subspecies facing 
extinction in the chee-
tah population. It is list-
ed on the International 
Union for Conservation 
of Nature’s (IUCN) list of 
animals on the brink of 
extinction and is confined 
to remote areas in the 
central deserts of Iran. 
The conservation project 
for the Asiatic cheetah has 
been initiated since 2021.
Pourmirzaei  advised 
drivers to maintain a 
safe speed along these 
routes, never exceeding 
85 kilometers per hour, 
especially at night when 
cheetahs, typically star-
tled by bright lights, tend 
to freeze in place. 
He emphasized that driv-
ers could significantly 
contribute to the preser-
vation of these animals 
by reducing speed and 
using hazard lights to al-
low cheetahs to escape 
harm’s way.
Pourmirzaei also ad-
dressed the untimely 
death of Pirouz, a beloved 
cheetah cub known as 
a symbol of the Asiatic 
cheetah among Iranians. 
According to Hasan 

Akbari, the deputy of 
Department of Environ-
ment of Iran, death of 
Pirouz was attributed to 
ingesting a small piece of 
plastic, a cause deemed 
unacceptable by the or-
ganization.   
Pirouz was born on May 
1, 2022, at the Turan 
Breeding Center, along 
with two other cubs. 
However, Pirouz, ulti-
mately, succumbed at 
the age of ten months on 
February 28, 2023 of the 
same year, highlighting 
the inadequate care and 
protection afforded to 
vulnerable cheetah cubs.
Pourmirzaei criticized the 
lack of transparency sur-
rounding Pirouz death, 
as the Department of 
Environment of Iran’s ex-
planation citing plastic in-
gestion as the cause was 
issued without releasing 
a pathology report. 
He emphasized that the 
circumstances under 
which Pirouz died do not 
align with international 
standards for animal care 
and protection, under-
scoring the need for more 
careful attention to the 
welfare of cheetah cubs 
in captivity.

CEO of Iranian Cheetah Society 
urges caution on collisions 
during Nowruz
Less than 30 Iranian cheetahs remain

Staff writer

By Sadeq 
Dehqan

Society for Iranian 
Archaeology 
concerned about 
cultural heritage

Arts & Culture Desk
 

The Society for Iranian Ar-
chaeology emphasized the 
need to reconsider and pay 
attention to the dire con-
ditions of cultural heritage 
protection in the country. 
In a statement released 
recently, the society high-
lighted ongoing concerns 
despite advancements in ar-

chaeological management.
The society underscored 
that despite progress in 
archaeological manage-
ment, the conditions of 
Iran’s cultural heritage 
remain alarming. It urged 
policymakers and exec-
utive officials in various 
sectors of the Tourism 
Ministry to heed the de-
mands of archaeologists 

and devise solutions to 
overcome the current cri-
sis, ILNA wrote. 
The statement emphasized 
that Iran’s land has been 
shaped by centuries of hu-
man interaction with the 
environment and its re-
sources. The tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage 
serves as a link to our cul-
tural and biological past, 
representing a unique as-
pect of our identity.
Examples of neglect in her-
itage preservation, such as 
unauthorized excavations 
and destruction of histor-
ical sites, were cited, indi-
cating the urgent need for 
review and improvement 
in conservation policies and 
practices. 
The society stressed the im-
portance of sustainable de-
velopment aligned with the 
country’s environmental, 
geographical, cultural, and 
historical realities.
The society called for a crit-
ical examination and opti-
mization of heritage conser-
vation efforts to ensure the 
protection of Iran’s valuable 
assets. It expressed hope 
that by prioritizing cultural 
heritage issues, authorities 
could guarantee economic 
growth alongside the pro-
motion and preservation of 
the country’s rich culture.


