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Masouleh on the path of global registration
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The dossier for the global regis-
tration of the historical city of Ma-
souleh in Gillan Province has been
prepared and will be submitted
at future sessions of the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee, an-
nounced a Parliamentrepresenta-
tive from Furman and Shaft.

In an interview with Iran Daily,
Khalil Behrouzifar highlighted
that the global recognition of Ma-
souleh is expected to boost tour-
ism in this historic city and prov-
ince.

Situated in the southern part of
Gilan province, Masouleh is lo-
cated 36 kilometers from Fuman
and 60 kilometers from the pro-
vincial capital of Rasht. Known
for its unique stepped architec-
ture, where houses are built on
the mountain slope, the area has
become one of the most popular
tourist destinations in the north-
ern region of the country. Masou-
leh’s distinct architectural style
features lower buildings with
courtyards that serve as the roofs
of upper buildings, while both
front yards and rooftops are uti-
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lized as pedestrian paths.

The Member of Parliament fur-
ther emphasized that Masouleh,
the historic town, stands as a piv-
otal tourist destination in Gilan
Province. Over the recent years,
substantial endeavors have been
dedicated to overcoming the hur-
dles obstructing its inclusion on
the prestigious UNESCO World
Heritage List.

Up to now, representatives from
UNESCO and their accompanying
delegations have conducted two
comprehensive visits to Masouleh
and its surrounding areas to com-
pile detailed reports essential for
the global registration process.
Highlighting Masouleh’s rich his-
tory spanning 800-1000 years, he
noteditsinitialregistrationonlIran’s
National Heritage List in the 1970s,
with endeavors towards global rec-
ognitioncommencingin2010.
From 2020 onwards, provincial
authorities have persistently
navigated the intricate pathway
towards Masouleh’s global regis-
tration. Each visit by internation-
al assessors and UNESCO experts
has propelled this town closer to
the coveted global acknowledg-
ment, marking significant prog-
ressinthis ongoingjourney.

He expressed, “Undoubtedly, the
global recognition of Masouleh
will draw an influx of tourists
and travelers from both Iran and
across the globe to Gilan Province.
This surge in visitors will not only
bolster the tourism sector butalso
positively impact the livelihoods
ofthelocal community.”
Additionally, he highlighted the
historical significance of Rudkhan
Castle as another prominent tour-
ist attraction in Gilan Province.
Spanning over two hectares and
situated atop the highest peak
in the region, the castle served
military purposes in the past. Ac-
cessing the castle necessitates as-
cending a minimum of 800 steps
meticulously constructed to reach
its summit.

Gilan Province consistently leads
the nation in hosting travelers
during Nowruz (Iranian New Year),
attracting seven to eight million
visitors annually from various
parts of the country. Touching
upon the attractions of Shaft, he
noted that Shaft stands out as a
forested and elevated town in Gi-
lan Province, housing the revered
tombs of two Imamzadehs named
Imamzadeh Es’haq and Imamza-
deh Ebrahim. These sites hold
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significant religious and touristic
valuein Gilan Province.

The mausoleum of Imamzadeh
Es’haq is perched atop Siahkuh'’s
summit, soaring over 1,000 me-
ters above sea level. Regarded as
an emblem of Gilan Province, it
provides a breathtaking vantage
point showcasing the entirety of
the province and the city of Rasht.
This picturesque setting offers
travelers and tourists a stunning
panorama, immersing them in the
natural beauty ofthe region.

In contrast, Imamzadeh Ebrahim
restswithintheverdantand elevat-
ed landscapes of Shaft, boasting a
distinctive architectural style. The
site features multi-story wooden
houses intricately arranged side
by side, forming a striking histori-
cal architectural ensemble nestled
withintheheartofnature.

Embark on a peaceful day trip to Dasht-e Havij
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For the residents of Tehran, a day away
from polluted air, noise,and urban traffic
is a great blessing. Therefore, the natu-
ral attractions around the capital are of
great importance and have always had
many fans. The Dasht-e Havij (Carrot
Plain), also known as Garchal Plain, is
one of the most beautiful tourist attrac-
tionsin Tehran Provinceandislocatedin
adelightful areanear Afjehvillage.

Introduction

Situated at an altitude of 2,400 meters
above sealevel, upstream of the Afjeh and
Lavasan, Dasht-e Havij offers a breath-
taking view of Mount Damavand from its
heights.Forresidents of Tehranand near-
by cities, Dasht-e Havij is considered one
ofthebestoptionsforaone-daytrip.
Thename havijisinteresting, and its or-
igin can be traced back to the history of
this plain. Historical accounts mention
thatin the past, alarge part of the lands
of this plain were dedicated to the cul-
tivation of carrots, although there is no
trace ofthis today.

Itissaid thatinthe Safavid era, this plain
was a hunting ground and connected to
the Lar Lake plain via a path. Along the
way, remnants of Safavid caravanserais
can be seen near a stone wall. The plain
and its surroundings have many attrac-
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tions, so itis advisable to start your trip
earlyinthedaytovisitall theattractions
withoutgettingtired ofthe heat.
If you travel to this area, it's worth vis-
iting the beautiful attractions and pris-
tine landscapes of the valley located in
the north of Afjeh. This valley attracts
tourists throughout the year and is a fa-
vorite of mountaineers.

Besttimetovisit

Since Dasht-e Havij is considered a warm
place,itisnotrecommendedtovisititinthe
summer.Intheautumnandwinter, despite
the cold weather; thisareatakes onadiffer-
entcharm; especially in winter, itbecomes
apopular place for winter sports. With all

these features, the best time to visit the
plain is in the spring; a time when nature
puts on a new garment and a fresh atmo-
spherereignsovertheplain.

Recreational facilities

Dasht-e Havij is somewhat part of the
properties ofthe peopleinthe surround-
ing villages; those who spend their days
gardening and fruit picking. So, do not
forget to respect the rights of the people
and be careful not to damage the trees
and properties of the people. This area
doesnothaveanyspecialrecreational fa-
cilities; however, in Afjah village, you can
use facilities such asarestaurant, ashop,
andarestroom.
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