i i e D H £
for Tehran s diplsnacy

Iran’s strike tips scales for
Tehran’s diplomacy

SPECIAL ISSUE4;5

Art of architecture added
to Fajr festivals: Minister

(8 I

Iran

Daily

|| > irandaily.ir

newspaper.irandaily.ir

® IranDailyWeb

‘ Vol. 7539 © Monday, April 22,2024 = Ordibehesht 3, 1403 = Shawwal 13, 1445

100,000 rials = 8 pages

Iranians’ Willpower Displayed

Leader hails Armed Forces’ response to Israel @»
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A glimmer
of hope for
diplomacy
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OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

Diplomacy and war go hand in
hand. When a crisis worsens,
reaching its peak and exposing
its repercussions at various
levels, the key players or par-
ties involved often come to a
realization that they need to re-
evaluate their diplomatic strat-
egies or military achievements
to translate them into national
gains through diplomatic chan-
nels.

The Middle East region has
been witnessing heightened
tensions over the past seven
months including Hamas’ Oper-
ation Al-Agsa Storm on October

7, Israel’s devastating assault
on the Gaza Strip, the Red Sea
crisis, clashes between Hezbol-
lah and Israel, and the ongoing
countermeasures between Iran
and Israel.

It was anticipated that prior to
the clash between Iran and Is-
rael, diplomacy would step up
its game and pave the way for
ending the conflict. Numerous
diplomatic endeavors by re-
gional and international actors
fell short of success due to the
vested interests of the Israeli
leadership. Historically, when-
ever regional and trans-region-

al stakeholders, especially Iran
and the United States, aimed to
de-escalate tensions and pre-
vent conflicts from spiraling out
of control, the far-right cabinet
of Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu tended to dis-
rupt these efforts and escalate
the situation.

In this context, Iran’s drone and
missile strike on specific Israeli
targets on April 14 marked a
significant turning point. Israel
sought to fuel tensions to sab-
otage diplomatic attempts to
end the hostilities. While Iran
had previously exercised stra-

tegic patience in response to Is-
rael’s repeated destructive and
terrorist and Israel thought that
Iran would stick to this strategy
as a savvy player in the region.
However, Iran’s bold move,
which put Israel’s deterrence
capabilities to the test, opened
Tel Aviv’s eyes to the miscal-
culation it had made. Iran also
demonstrated its readiness to
undertake such a high-stakes
operation to protect its inter-
ests.

Now, there is a glimpse of hope
for diplomacy. Reports suggest
that US President Joe Biden

is contemplating reviving the
nuclear deal with Iran. The re-
cent measures of the Group of
7 against Tehran may also sig-
nal a move toward diplomatic
engagement. In 2012, the US
managed to garner global sup-
port against Iran, with Israel
hopeful that it could perma-
nently dismantle Iran’s nuclear
program.

However, ultimately, it was di-
plomacy that intervened and
led to the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment as tensions mounted.
Regional and global fears about
rising tensions in the Middle

East and Israel’s recognition
of Iran’s defensive capabilities
are creating a conducive envi-
ronment for diplomatic efforts
to take center stage in regional
developments.

Given that Washington prior-
itizes China and Russia over
escalating tensions with Iran,
diplomacy is poised to play a
pivotal role. To focus more ef-
fectively on China and Russia,
efforts should be made not only
to end the conflict in Gaza and
address the Palestinian-Israeli
issue but also to reach a con-
sensus with [ran.
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Afghanistan’s
firstrail cargo
exported to
Turkey via Iran

TASNIM - Afghanistan’s
first export shipment con-
taining 1,100 tons of min-
eral ore was exported by
train from Roznak station
to Turkey via Iran.

In a statement, the Afghan-
istan Railway Department
announced that this ex-
port included talc mineral
exported to the city of Mer-
sin, Turkey.

This is the first shipment
of Afghanistan’s “talc”
that has gone to Turkey
through Iran, the report
added.

Spokesman for the Trans-
portation and Aviation
Authority of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan
Imamuddin Ahmadihad
previously announced that
import and export between
Afghanistan and Turkey
will be carried out by land
route for the first time.
Hand-woven carpets and
rugs, dried fruits and pre-
cious stones are among
the goods exported from
Afghanistan to Turkey and
other countries.

Tehran to
renovate public
transportation
fleet with

IRNA - Tehran Municipal-
ity has announced to re-
place 2,000 old taxis with
electric vehicles (Evs).
Shadi Maleki, the caretaker
of the Taxi Organization of
Tehran, said that the mea-
sure takes place as part of
plans to renovate the city’s
transportation fleet to help
improve air quality.

She noted that under an
agreement between her
organization and Modiran
Vehicle Manufacturing
Company, owners of taxis
older than 10 years can
register for a supportive
package to receive EVs in
exchange for their taxis.
Some 27,500 taxis, as well
as 5,000 vans, are sched-
uled to join Tehran’s trans-
portation fleet this year, the
official said, adding that
some 10,000 electric taxis
will be supplied to the ap-
plicants in the first phase.
The head of Modiran Ve-
hicle Manufacturing Com-
pany has also said that
an agreement has been
signed for the supply of
2,000 cars. He noted that
in the first phase, the com-
pany will supply 1,000 ve-
hicles.
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_S_' The Civil Aviation Authori-

“ ty (caA) of Iran announced
imports of 66 airliners of
different types from the date

gans of brain dead patients
have been imported to the
country, Yazarlou added.

During the mentioned pe-
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ning if the current Iranian
government.

Iran’s civil aviation chief has
announced that the country
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Iran’s imports of airliners
at 66 in over two

i

edition of the International
Exhibition of Transporta-
tion, Logistics, and Related
Industries.

ears to March

Iran’s Roads and Urban De-
velopment Ministry, Defense
Ministry, and Ministry of In-
dustry, Mine and Trade were

the current Iranian govern-
ment took office in August

2021 till March 2024.

Most of the imported airlin-
ers were large wide-body
planes, the CAA spokesman
Jafar Yazarlou told IRNA on

Sunday.

Also, seven light aircraft for
training and transporting or-

riod, five helicopters were
imported to the country, he
said, adding that 14 airliners
have been overhauled and
joined the Iranian airlines
during the period.

So, in total, 92 airliners and
helicopters have been im-
ported to the country and
overhauled since the begin-

has developed its first pas-
senger aircraft manufactur-
ing factory.

Mohammad Mohamma-
di-Bakhsh, head of Iran’s
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion, made the remarks at
a press conference held in
Tehran on December 19, on
the sidelines of the seventh

“Today, we can say that the
Islamic Republic is in pos-
session of a [passenger]
plane manufacturing fac-
tory,” he said. Mohamma-
di-Bakhsh said the factory
was hosting the manufactur-
ing process of the country’s
first passenger aircraft, which
he named Simorgh.

involved in the aircraft’s
manufacturing process, the
official said.

Iran Aircraft Manufacturing
Industrial Company (HESA)
has been engaged in devel-
oping fighter planes since
the late 1990s, including
Azarakhsh (Lightning) and
Saeqgeh (Thunderbolt).

Private sector supports weekends
change to Friday-Saturday plan
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The private sector of
Iran has begun efforts to
persuade the Parliament
and state-run sector to
change the country’s sys-
tem of holidays into one
more easily coordinated
with global trade.

The head of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TcciMA)
said on Sunday that “We
expect the Parliament to
consider the opinions of
the private sector in de-
termining the weekend
holidays.”

Mahmoud Najafi-Arab
also claimed that in the
private sector, you can-
not find even one person
who is ready to accept
Thursday and Friday
holidays.

He added that we have
announced in different
ways that instead of
Thursday and Friday, Fri-
day and Saturday could
be suitable to be adopted
as weekend in Iran.

Last week, the Social
Committee of the Par-
liament approved the
increase of the official
weekly holiday to two
days along with the re-
duction of four hours of

the employees’ weekly
work and added Thurs-
day to the weekly holiday
of Friday.

Since world economy
goes on weekend hol-
idays on Saturday and
Sundays and Iranian Par-
liament plans to do so on
Thursdays and Fridays, a
four-day gap makes Iran
fall behind global mar-
kets. The private sector
in Iran supports the nar-
rowing of the gap.
Currently, Iranian labor
forces work an aver-
age of 44 hours a week,
more than people do in
all Asian countries or
member states in the
Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), a
club of the world’s most
advanced economies.
According to the Parlia-
ment Research Center,
per capita productivity
in the country is low in
comparison with other
countries. Many experts
believe the low labor
productivity is the Achil-
les’ hill of Iran’s econo-
my.

The problem with Iran’s
different holidays is also
of a religious and cultural
nature. Friday is the sole
regular holiday while the
other red-letter days are
mainly religious obser-
vance holidays that ro-
tate every year as their
lunar calendar anniver-

saries are recognized in
the country’s official so-
lar calendar.

Considering the econom-
ic conditions of the coun-
try, one of the most im-
portant things we must
do is to pave the ground
for the economic atmo-
spheres of the country
for more production.
The head of the Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture of
Khorasan Razavi Prov-
ince believes that if there
is a necessity to increase
the number of days off
per week, the number
of working hours should
not be interfered with, or
at least the private sector
should be excluded from
this matter.

Firouz Ebrahimi has said

on Friday that closing
on Saturdays instead of
Thursdays will have a
better effect on business
activities of Iranians in
the international arena
from an economic point
of view.

The decisions made by
the Parliamentarians in
the field of economic and
social issues should be
consulted with private
sector, he believes.
Closing on Thursday
means the disconnection
of the country’s banks
with the world’s banks
along with the daily
problems in foreign ex-
change transactions,
Ebrahimi criticized say-
ing that we expect Parlia-
ment to revise its recent
decision.

Iran to host economy
ministers of African
states: TPOI

Iran will host economy
ministers from more than
40 African countries at the
second Iran-Africa Inter-
national Summit set to be
held later this month, an
official at the Trade Pro-
motion Organization of
Iran (TPOI) said.

The deputy head of the
international businesses
promotion office of the
TPOI pointed to the signifi-
cance of trade with African
states and added that Afri-
can countries are home to
numerous unknown trade
opportunities and will play
a leading role in global
trade in the future, report-
ed Tasnim News Agency.
Africa enjoys untapped
resources that have not
so far been introduced,
Mohammad Sadegh Qan-
nadzadeh said, adding that
China and Turkey have in-
creased the level of their
trade with this continent.
He further noted that the
Leader of the Islamic Rev-

olution and Iranian Presi-

dent Ebrahim Raisi have
placed special emphasis
on expanding trade and
economic relations with
African states.

It is a matter of regret
to say that Iran’s trade
with African countries
has fallen into oblivion in
the past four decades, so,
the organization is trying
to take effective steps to
boost trade with Africa, he
noted, Mehr news agency
reported. Identifying and
introducing the export po-
tentials of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has been cit-
ed as one of the main goals
of the 2nd International
Iran-Africa Summit, Qan-
nadzadeh further stated.
He pointed out that spe-
cialized business-to-busi-
ness (B2B) meetings and
various expert-level dis-
cussion panels including
specialized steel indus-
tries, petrochemical and
agricultural panels will be
held on the sidelines of the
summit.
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Khatam-Kkari, timeless artistry
of Persian marquetry

Khatam-kari, also known as Persian marque-
try, is a centuries-old art form that has capti-
vated the world with its intricate patterns, vi-
brant colors, and meticulous craftsmanship.
Originating in Iran, this artistic tradition has
evolved over generations, reflecting the rich
cultural heritage and artistic mastery of the
Persian people.

Atits core, Khatam-kariistheartof creating in-
tricategeometric patterns and designs by skill-
fully inlaying thin slivers of wood, bone, or oth-
er materials into a base material, often wood
or ivory. This intricate process involves cutting
and shaping the various materials into precise
shapes and meticulously assembling them into
aunifieddesign, creating a stunning visual tap-
estry that celebrates the beauty of symmetry,
balance, and harmony, amazingiran.media
wrote.

Historicalrootsandsignificance

The origins of Khatam-kari can be traced back to
ancient Persia, where the practice of inlaying ma-
terials into wood and other surfaces was highly
esteemed. As early as the 16th century, during
the Safavid Dynasty, thisart form flourished, with
artisans creating exquisite marquetry pieces for
royal palaces, mosques,and thehomes oftheelite.
Over time, Khatam-kari evolved into a distinct art
form, with various regional styles emerging across
Iran. Eachregion developed its unique color palettes,
motifs,and techniques, reflectingthe diverse cultural
influencesand artistictraditionswithin the country.

Intricate process

Khatam-kari is a labor-intensive and time-consum-
ing art form that requires immense skill, patience,
anddedication. The processbeginswiththeselection
of high-quality materials, including wood, bone, and
sometimes precious metals or gemstones.

Material preparation
Thewood used in Khatam-kariis typically chosen for
its strength, durability, and aesthetic appeal. Com-
mon woods include walnut, ebony, and teak, among
others.Thesewoodsare carefully seasoned and pre-
pared toensure optimal workabilityand minimize
warpingor cracking.

Bone, often obtained from camel or cattle, is
another material commonly used in Khat-
am-Kkari. Itis meticulously cleaned, processed,
and cut into thin slivers, which are then dyed
in a range of vibrant colors using natural pig-
mentsderived from plants, minerals,and other
sources.
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Designand pattern creation

Once the materials are prepared, the artisan begins
the intricate process of designing the marquetry
pattern. This involves drawing intricate geomet-
ric patterns, often inspired by traditional Persian
motifs, such as arabesques, floral designs, and cal-
ligraphicelements.

The design is then transferred onto the base mate-
rial, typically a wooden surface, where the intricate
process of cutting and inlaying the various materials
begins. Using specialized tools, including fine saws,
knives, and chisels, the artisan carefully cuts and
shapes the wood, bone, and other materials to fit
the predetermined pattern. F

Assembly and finishing
The assembly process is a true test of the
artisan’s skill and patience. Each piece of
wood or bone must be precisely positioned
and fitted into the base material, creating a
seamless and cohesive design. This process
can take weeks or even months, depending on
the complexity of the pattern and the size of the
piece.
Once the marquetry is complete, the final step
involves finishing and polishing the piece. This
may involve applying a protective coating,
such as lacquer or varnish, to enhance the
colorsandprotectthesurfacefromwear 2
andtear. P
e

Khatam-kariin
Persian cultureand
architecture
Khatam-kari has
played a signifi-
cant role in Per-

sian  culture
and architec-
ture, adorn-

ing some of the country’s mosticonic structures and
objects.
Many ofIran’s historicmosques, palaces,and other
architectural wonders feature stunning examples
of Khatam-kari. The intricate marquetry work can
be found adorning doors, ceilings, walls, and fur-
niture, adding a touch of elegance and grandeur to
these magnificentstructures.
OneofthemostfamousexamplesistheimamMosque
in Isfahan, which boasts exquisite marquetry work
onitsdoors, pulpit,and otherarchitectural elements.
The intricate patterns and vibrant colors of the
Khatam-kari work complement the mosque’s
stunning tilework and calligraphic inscrip-
tions, creatingaharmoniousblend of artis-
tictraditions.

Decorative artsand furniture
Beyond architecture, Khatam-kari has
alsobeenwidely used in the creation of
decorative objects and furniture. Intri-
cate marquetryboxes, chests, tables,and
mirror frames have been highly prized
throughoutPersian historyand continue
to be soughtafter by collectors and con-
\ noisseurs worldwide.
These objects not only showcase the
artistry and skill of the Khatam-kari
. artisansbutalsoreflect the cultural
8 {‘ ‘.-.,; . significance and aesthetic values
“\.._ (N I of Persian art. Each piece is
a unique masterpiece,
representingthehar-
mony of materials,
colors, and pat-
terns that have
been perfect-
ed over gen-
erations.
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Globalappreciation

While deeply rooted in tradition, Khatam-kari con-
tinuestoevolveandadapttomoderntimes,reflecting
thedynamicnature of Persianartand culture.
Inrecentdecades, effortshavebeenmadetopreserve
and promote this ancient art form, ensuring that the
knowledge and skills are passed down to future gen-
erations. Khatam-kari workshops and schools have
been established in various parts of Iran, providing
training and opportunities for aspiring artisans to
learnfrommaster craftspeople.

Additionally, international exhibitions and cultural
events have played a crucial role in raising aware-
ness and appreciation for Khatam-kari among global
audiences. These platforms have allowed artisans
to showcase their work, fostering cross-cultural ex-
change and appreciation for thisunique artform.

Moderninterpretations
While maintaining the traditional techniques and
motifs, contemporary Khatam-kari artisans have
also embraced innovation and experimentation.
Some artists have incorporated modern materials,
such as acrylic or metals, into their marquetry work,
creating unique and visually striking pieces that
blendtradition with contemporary aesthetics.
Moreover, Khatam-kari has found applications in
various industries, from interior design and fur-
niture making to fashion and accessories. Luxury
brands and designers have collaborated with Khat-
am-kari artisans, incorporating intricate marquetry
workintotheir products, further showcasingthe ver-
satilityand timelessbeauty of thisartform.
Persian marquetry, or Khatam-Kkari, is a true testa-
ment to the artistic legacy and cultural richness of
Iran. This intricate art form, which has captivated
the world with its mesmerizing patterns and vi-
brant colors, is a celebration of patience, skill, and
dedication.
From the intricate process of material preparation
and pattern creation to the meticulous assembly and
finishing, each piece of Khatam-kariis alabor oflove,
embodying the harmony of materials, colors, and
geometricdesignsthathavebeenperfected overcen-
turies.
Whether adorning architectural marvels, decorative
objects, or contemporary designs, Khatam-kari
continues to inspire awe and appreciation, serv-
ing as a bridge between the past and present,
and reminding us of the enduring power of art
totranscendboundariesand connectcultures.
As we appreciate the exquisite beauty of Kha-
tam-kari, we are reminded of the enduring
human spirit, the pursuit of perfection, and the
timeless allure of handcrafted artistry that has
stood thetestoftime.
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Special Issue
Difficulties of Reining Back Israel

e Chief Commander.of the IRGC Major
eneral Hossein Salami(r) and Iran’s
Boreign Minister HosseinAmir-Abdollahian
(L) walk past a Palestinian flag at a
Wathering in the Ministry of f@keign Affairs
on December 6, 2023. A
MAJID ASGARIPOUR/WANA

West struggles to break free from Israel’s crisis

Iran’s strike tips scales
for Tehran's diplomacy

%

Iran’s missileand
drone strike could
amplifythe voices
ofthe Arab people
demanding

more overtand
resolute backing
of Palestine from
theirrespective
governments.

IRAN DAILY: Following Hamas’s
operation on October 7, numer-
ous Western officials jetted off to
Israel to pledge their allegiance
totheregime. Recently, some Eu-
ropean officials, like the foreign
ministers of Germany and the
United Kingdom, made similar
visits to the occupied territories.
How should we interpret these
visits?

BAHMAN: These visits carry two-
fold significance. First, they serve
as a show of solidarity with the
[sraeli regime and the atrocities it
committed in the Gaza Strip over
the past seven months. The West
continues to stand by Israel with-
out denouncing the genocide it is
perpetrating. The second aspect,
however, pertains to the future of
Israel and countering Iran’s mili-
tary measure taken on April 14. It
appears that Israel finds itself in a
tight spot where a significant di-
rect strike on Iran’s soil would in-
vite a harsher retaliation and pose
a tougher challenge. On the other
hand, refraining from such action
signifies an acknowledgment of
defeat. So, in either scenario, Israel
emerges as the ultimate loser. The
visit of Western officials to Israel
aimsto exploreavenues to navigate
the regime out of its current com-
plexpredicament.

Following Iran’s military action,
Western governments threw
their weight behind Israel but
also advised it against retali-
ating against Iran or targeting
Iranian territory. Do you believe
these gestures are part of the
same strategy tobail outIsrael?

That could very well be the case.
As the initial rhetoric from Israeli

authorities and their threats of a
direct assault on Iranian soil sim-
mered down, discussions centered
around alternative responses. This
dilemmanotonly posesachallenge
for Israel but also for Western na-
tions, particularly Europeans. Giv-
enthattheescalation ofthe turmoil
in West Asia will inevitably spill
over to affect Europe, it appears
that they are keen on avoiding fur-
ther escalation between Iran and
Israel, at least for the time being.
Europeans find themselves in a
tight spot as well, torn between
showingsupportforIsraeland pre-
venting the escalation oftensions.

In this special case, America re-
frained from backing Israel’s
immediate retaliation despite
restating its unwavering sup-
port. What realities does Wash-
ington’s positionimply?

Washington’s calls on Tehran and
Tel Aviv to show restraint are in-
fluenced by its domestic consid-
erations, including the upcoming
presidential elections, and global
diplomatic relations. Engaging
in a fresh conflict would have ad-
verse effects on domestic public
sentiment and American voters.
Moreover, persisting with a policy
of unilateralism and unwavering
support for Israel prompts coun-
tries in the West Asian region to
bolster ties and collaboration with
other global players like China and
Russia. Another significant factor
at play is the cost-benefit analysis.
Should Israel and subsequently the
United States engage in a conflict
with Iran, America’s vulnerability
in the region would be increased.
Numerous American military bas-
es in the area would be made sus-

ceptible to Iranian attacks without
yielding substantial gains for the
US. This course of action would
also undermine America’s interna-
tional standing. Consequently, the
Americans are currently averse to
direct military confrontation with
Iran. Following the Israeli strike on
the Iranian consulate in Syria, the
US conveyed messages to Iran indi-
cating a lack of intent for war and
urging Iranian restraint. Naturally,
Iran reciprocated with cautionary
messagesaswell.

Throughout decades of antag-
onism with Israel, Arab govern-
ments have largely avoided di-
rect confrontations with Israel,
particularly since the 1970s. Si-
multaneously, there exists a rift
between Arab nations and their
governments regarding support
for Palestine. Do you believe that
Iran’s response to Israel’s ag-
gression will have a psycholog-
ical impact on the region’s gov-
ernmentsand populace?

Iran’s military retaliation against
Israel garnered widespread ap-
proval and elation among the re-
gion’s populace. This sentiment is
evident from online reactions seen
in cyberspace. Many users lauded
Iran’s actions while scolding their
own governments. Iran’s missile
and drone strike could amplify the
voices of the Arab people demand-
ing more overt and resolute back-
ing of Palestine from their respec-
tive governments. Of course, due to
the constrained political environ-
ments in these nations, these pres-
sures might not significantly sway
the governments, yettheyarelikely
to elevate the status and reputa-
tion of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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By Ebrahim Beheshti
4 Staff writer

INTERVIEW

AfterIran’s missileanddrone
retaliation againstthe Israe-
li regime, a number of West-
ern officials, including the
British and German foreign
ministers, made their way
to the occupied territories
to stand by the regime. What
were the motives behind
thesevisits? Whatimpactwill
Iran’smilitaryaction haveon
the regional and neighbor-
ing countries that have ties
with Israel? Shuaib Bahman,
an expert in international
affairs and the director of
the Contemporary World
Research Institute, provided
some insights to Iran Daily in
an exclusiveinterview.

amongtheregion’s populations.
Furthermore, the countries of the
region got to witness Iran’s prow-
ess, deterrence capability, and in-
dependent foreign policy. Iran ad-
opted a policy that no Arab nation
canadopt.

Inessence, Tehran’s military action
served as a strategic asset, bolster-
ingIran’sdiplomaticinfluence.

Over the past few years, Israel
hasbroadened its ties with some
regional countries, including
Iran’s neighbors, and has even
forged military ties. Do you reck-
on that the establishment of
Iran’s deterrence could have an
impactonthese specificties?
The core strategy of the Islamic
Republic towards its neighbors
revolves around enhancing ties
and fostering peace and stability.
However, the recent altercation
between Iran and Israel could
prompt a reassessment of the pol-
icies of these countries or certain
neighboring states. They believed
that cozying up to Israel would
offer them a protective shield
and potentially enable them to
plot against Iran from behind this
shield. Forinstance, Iran has clear-
ly set boundaries in the Caucasus
region. Going forward, these na-
tions will adopt a more pragmatic
approach towards the region and
Iran. They have come to under-
stand that relying on Israel does
not equate to security. While the
likelihood of these countries dis-
tancing themselves from Israel
remains slim due to their foreign
policy, they will undoubtedly re-
consider the prospect of allowing
[srael to use their territory or re-
sourcesagainstlran.
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Strikes on Iran —F

EarlyonFriday, Iran activatedits air defence systems
after reports of explosions in Isfahan province. Ac-
cording to Iranian state media, three small drones
were shotdown over the city of Isfahan.

And while no one has officially claimed responsibil-
ity for the aerial attack and the Iranian government

% Author, columnist

Can one demand ‘restraint’ i

while funding Israel?

United States media outlets have reported
confirmation from anonymous US officials
thatIsraelwasindeedthesource ofthelatest
attacks. For his part, Italian Foreign Minister
Antonio Tajani — chairman ofthisweek’s G7
meeting in Capri, Italy — has asserted that
the US informed its Group of Seven partners
that it had received a “last minute” warning
from Israel re: impending drone action in
Iran.

The action took place amid ubiquitous
global calls for “restraint” to avoid further
“escalation” in the region after the Iranian
assault on Israel, which killed exactly zero
people but saw Iran slammed with fresh US
sanctions — something that obviously nev-
er happens in response to far more deadly
Israelibehaviour.

For starters, since October 7, the Israeli
military has slaughtered more than 34,000
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, including
over 13,000 children. And while this would
appear to be “escalation” enough, it mere-
ly comes on the heels of nearly 76 years of
Israeli ethnic cleansing and massacres in
Palestine.

Among those now calling for “restraint” in
the Israel-Iran showdown is US President

Joe Biden, who could perhaps make this call
with a straighter face were he not the latest
American head of state to be arming Israel
tothehiltand thereby underwritingall man-
ner of atrocities.

On Saturday, the US House of Representa-
tives will vote on an additional $26.38bn
in “security assistance” to Israel — aid that
Biden himselfhas been cheerleading, writ-
ing in a Wall Street Journal opinion piece
on Wednesday: “Israel is our strongest
partner in the Middle East; it's unthinkable
that we would stand by if its defenses were
weakened and Iranwasableto carryoutthe
destructionitintended thisweekend.”
Never mind Israel’s monopoly on destruc-
tion in the area, which far predates this
weekend. Rewind the clock, for example, to
2014 when the Israeli military killed 2,251
Palestinians in Gaza, among them 551 chil-
dren, in a matter of 50 days. Over 22 days in
December2008and January 2009, the same
militarykilled about 1,400 Palestinians, 300
ofthem children.

Naturally, all such activity transpired with
the full backing of the US.

In Lebanon, meanwhile, the US facilitated
Israel’s slaughter ofabout 1,200 people over

has not assigned blame, it is not difficult to hazard a guess as to its origins, given Iran’s
recentlaunching of hundreds of drones and missiles at Israel. This, mind you, took place
purely in retaliation for the lethal April 1 Israeli strike on the Iranian consulate in Da-

mascus, Syria.

34 daysinJuly and August of 2006 by rushing
bombs to the [sraelis and agitating against a
cease-fire.

How then, at the end of the day, does one pro-
mote “de-escalation” when one is actively
hurling money at a most unrestrained actor?
Replying to recent global calls for restraint,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
thanked the world for its concern and reit-
erated that Israel will do whatever the hell it
pleases — as if we were not already aware of
that.

Moreover,how does one eveninvoke theword
“restraint” in the context of an all-out Israeli
genocidein Gaza?

Not that the US itselfhas ever been very, um,
restrained in the Middle East. Astronomical
civilian casualties in Iraq and Afghanistan
come to mind —twoblood-drenchedlocales
where US aggression has made an absolute
mockery of the US designation of Iran, in-
stead, as a foremost “state sponsor of terror-
ism”.

In the Islamic Republic, too, the US is guilty
of downright terrorism — just recall that
time in July 1988 when the US navy
blasted Iran Air Flight 655 out of
the sky, killing all 290 passengers

onboard. Then there was the Iran-Iraqg War of
the 1980swhenthe USassistedIraq’s Saddam
Hussein in his efforts to gas the Iranians with
chemical weapons — the same Saddam Hus-
sein, of course, who would subsequently be
inflated to the role of super-terrorist tojustify
terroristic US effortsabroad.
And American and Israeli collaboration with
the exiled Iranian Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK)
— foryears categorised asaterroristoutfitby
the US itself — only renders the whole scene
allthe more, well, escalatory.
Now, the US Department of State warns citi-
zens against travel to Iran “due to the risk of
terrorism” — although Friday’s drone action
suggests that this “terrorism” might not nec-
essarilybe Iranian-perpetrated.
After all, as we’ve noticed, Israel doesn’t
do “restraint”. And as Biden and his fellow
powers that be continue to regurgitate
tiresome and self-righteous calls for de-es-
calationinaregion where the US and Israel
have never exhibited restraint, we could
start by de-escalating the hypocriti-
calrhetoric.

Thearticlefirstappeared
onAljazeera.
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By Rawan Abhari

Advocacy associate at
Quincy Institute

PERSPECTIVE

In light of Iran and Israel’s re-
cent retaliatory strikes, me-
dia focus has now turned to
concerns of potential regional
escalation and the awaited aid
package from the US House of
Representatives. Gaza and
the war there appear to have
moved off to sidebar status as
aresult.

It shouldn’t remain there for
long. While the world’s gaze
has been turned, the death toll
of50to 100 Gazans a day since
thelsraelistrikeonthelranian
consulate in Syria only under-
scores the ongoing severity of
thesituation.

Since the April 1 attack, the Israeli
onslaught on Gaza has bred: rev-
elations that the Israeli Defense
Forces (IDF) created “killzones” in
Gaza,inwhichanyone can be shot;
the deaths of seven international
aid workers, who were killed in a
targeted attack by the Israeli mil-
itary; a mass grave found after the
Israeli withdrawal from al-Shifa
hospital that held at least 15 bod-
iesafter thetwo-weeksiege onthe
hospital; the deaths of at least 13
people after a strike targeted Al-
Maghazi refugee camp in central
Gaza; and news that all of Gaza
City’s water wells had stopped

Don’t take your eyes off Gaza

functioning, according to Gaza's
Government Media Office.

In the US, grassroots efforts to
halt arms sales to Israel have not
ceased, either. The uncommitted
national campaign in the Demo-
cratic presidential primary has
brought in nearly half a million

dollars to finance the effort, which
aims to push the Biden admin-
istration towards a cease-fire in
Gaza. The movement started in
Michigan’s Democratic presiden-
tial primary, where more than
100,000 voters cast ballots for
“uncommitted” — sending a sig-

nal to the president’s reelection
campaign that he is out of step
with his likely voters on the war
in Gaza. Since then, other states —
such as Minnesota, Washington,
and Wisconsin — picked up the
ideaand rapidly organized to turn
out people who wanted to send

° A Palestinian boy carries a gas cooker as he walks amid the debris of a destroyed building in Nuseirat refugee camp in the central
Gaza Strip on April 18, 2024.
AFP

Biden a message. On Tax Day this
year, protests took place across
the country to raise awareness
aboutlIsrael’swarin Gaza.

In Israel, massive protests con-
tinue in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem,
reflecting a significant challenge
to Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s increasingly embattled
leadership. Demonstrators are fu-
rious with the prime minister and
his cabinet for failing to secure the
release ofall captivestaken during
the events of October 7. Despite
the release of 105 individuals
duringatemporarytrucelastyear,
130 captives remain either de-
ceased or in captivity with Hamas
and other armed groups. Banners
at the protests demand Netanya-
hu'’s resignation and call for new
nationwide elections.

As of Friday, the House of Repre-
sentatives was poised to advance
the National Security Supplemen-
tal, including $16 billion in aid for
Israel. In their negotiations with
Republicans, Democratic lead-
ership held the inclusion of Gaza
aid in any package as a “red line”.
Despite this, there is still a large
segment of the Democratic party
that does not support sending of-
fensive weapons to Israel without
assurances that its use will not vi-
olate any US laws or international
lawsrelated to war. House Foreign
Affairs Committee Ranking Mem-
ber Gregory Meeks has so far de-
clined to give his sign-off on a sale
of F-15stolsrael.

Additionally, in the midst of the
procedural hurdles in passing the

foreign aid packages out of the
House, eight Democrats intro-
duced an amendment that would
restrict US weapons transfers to
Israel until a “full investigation” is
completed into their use in Gaza.
The amendment was blocked by
the Rules Committee. This was
just one of many amendments
from Democrats that were critical
of Israel’s actions that were not
ultimately made in order by the
committee. The final vote of the Is-
raelmilitaryaidbill, alongwiththe
others in the package, is slated for
Saturday morning.

Israel finds itself in a precarious
position, also engaged in a sepa-
rate conflict with Hezbollah on its
northern border while pledging to
respond to Iran’s strikes last week.
However, Israelisabsolutely taking
advantage of the world’s diverted
attention. Recent discussions be-
tween the Biden administration
and Israeli officials suggest some
form of approval for a ground inva-
sioninRafahisstillto come.

In the entirety of Gaza, from the
direfamineinthenorthtothedes-
peration of refugees now packed
into the densely populated south,
the upcoming days and weeks
will be critical. It’s essential to re-
member that at the root of both
the Israeli and Iranian strikes lies
the failure of Israel and Hamas to
reach a cease-fire there. To this
end, the world’s attention should
notwaver.

The article first
onResponsible Statecraft.

appeared
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AFC Futsal Asian Cup:
Iran rallies past Bahrain to progress to last eight

C Sports Desk )

Iran came from behind twice to
beat a resolute Bahrain side 5-3
and book a place in the last-eight
round of the AFC Futsal Asian Cup
in Bangkok, Thailand.

Stepping into the game on the
back of a first-day 3-1 win against
Afghanistan, Vahid Shamsaei’s
men dominated the early stages
at the Hua Mark Indoor Stadium,
with Alireza Rafieipour hitting
the post in the opening minute
before Bahraini keeper Sayed
Abbas produced a couple of fine
saves to deny Mahdi Karimi and
Saeid Ahmad-Abbasi.

The 12-time champion was
stunned in the 10th minute when
Ali Alaraibi gave Bahrain a sur-
prise lead, only to see his goal
canceled out by Rafieipour sec-
onds later.

Bahrain struck again with two
minutes left on the clock, thanks
to Saleh Sanjar’s close-range
strike, and he could have doubled
his side’s advantage just before
the break, but saw his effort from
the second spot well saved by Ira-
nian goalie Bager Mohammadi.
Iran found a second equalizer
through Karimi two minutes after
the interval and took a first-time
lead in the contest seven minutes
later.

Ahmad-Abbasi bagged his third
goal in the competition from a
tight angle but Iran’s lead was
short-lived as Alaraibi drew Bah-
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rain level a minute later.

However, Behrouz Azimi’s left-
foot effort on a corner-Kick
found the roof of the net to re-
store Iran’s one-goal cushion
with less than eight minutes left
on the clock, and when Bahrain

opted for powerplay in desper-
ate search of a late equalizer Ah-
mad-Abbasi was first to a poor
pass by Mohamed Alsandi before
sending the ball from his own half
into an empty net.

The result left Iran atop the Group

D table with maximum points,
while Kuwait remained on course
for a runner-up spot after a 3-3
draw against Afghanistan.

“The game became tricky for us
due to the pressure our players
felt about advancing to the next

—
—
_—

round. We performed well in the
opening minutes, but after con-
ceding a goal, we were forced into
a defensive mode,” said Shamsaei,
whose team will be chasing a first
Asian crown since 2018.

A draw against Kuwait today will

Iran’s Mahdi Karimi (11) shoots during a
5-3 victory over Bahrain in the AFC Futsal
Asian Cup in Bangkok, Thailand, on April
20,2024.

FFIRI

be enough for Iran to win the
group.

“I believe in my players. They de-
livered a decent performance to-
day. We face a difficult situation as
this is a World Cup qualifying tour-
nament and I just want my men
to know that if they play to their
abilities, we will win every game,’
added the Iranian head coach.
The four semifinalists in Bangkok
will book a place in the World
Cup - starting mid-September in
Uzbekistan.

“We made it hard for ourselves.
We missed loads of chances in
the first half and were caught off
guard on the counterattacks. We
still showed character to get back
in the game,” said Iranian skipper
Ali-Asghar Hassanzadeh, who is
after a fifth Asian trophy with the
national team.

Elsewhere on Saturday, defend-
ing champion Japan bounced
back from a first-day 3-2 defeat
against Kyrgyzstan to beat South
Korea 5-0, while Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan shared the spoils in a
2-2 stalemate.

Tajikistan is on top in Group C
with four points, leading Kyrgyz-
stan on goal difference.

Iran’s Rezaei wins Asian canoe gold,
books Olympic berth

C Sports Desk )

Iranian Mohammad-Nabi Re-
zaei won a gold medal at the
Asian Canoe Sprint Champion-
ships in Tokyo, Japan, to punch
his ticket for the Paris Olym-
pics in July.

Representing the country in the
men’s C-1 1000m final on Sun-
day, Rezaei clocked 4:10.980
minutes to beat Lai Kuan-chieh
of the Chinese Taipei to the ul-
timate prize, with China’s Miao
Feilong taking the bronze.

This was a third medal for Ira-
nian men in the championships

following Ali Aqamirzaei’s dou-
ble bronze-winning campaigns
in the K-1 200m and 1000m
events — with the latter success
securing him a second Olympic
berth after the Tokyo Games
three years ago - as the country
finished sixth in the team table.
Kazakhstan topped the standing
with 11 medals - including sixth
golds - followed by Uzbekistan
(10 medals, three golds) and China
(four medals, two golds.)

Meanwhile, Iranian female
rowers won a couple of Olym-
pic quotas in the Asian and
Oceanian qualification event in

Chungju, South Korea.
Two-time Asian under-23 gold
medalist Fatemeh Mojallal, who
was part of the quadruple sculls
team that won a silver in last
year’s Asian Games, secured a
spot in the French capital thanks
to a third-place finish in wom-
en’s single sculls event.

Zeinab Norouzi and Mahsa
Javer also built on a decent per-
formance in the Asian Games,
which saw the duo leave Hang-
zhou with a couple of silver
medals, to finish as the run-
ner-up in the double sculls con-
test and book their Paris tickets.

Taylor fails to reach Olympics after shock defeat in US trials

American wrestler David Taylor () is seen in action against Aaron Brooks in a freestyle 86kg bout in the US Olympic trials in State College, PA, US,
on April 20, 2024.
CENTRE DAILY TIMES

USA TODAY - One of the biggest stars in
US wrestling has failed to qualify for the
Summer Olympics.

In a shocking twist, two-time defend-
ing world champion and reigning
Olympic gold medalist David Taylor
will miss out on the 2024 Paris Games
after losing to fellow Penn State prod-
uct Aaron Brooks on Saturday night at
the Olympic trials.

Taylor, 33, got an automatic bye to the
final at the Olympic trials by virtue of his
past performances, needing only to win
two of three bouts against Brooks to lock
up his spot on Team USA. But he came
out flat in the first match at 86 kilograms
Saturday morning, losing 4-1. And a 3-1
defeat to Brooks on Saturday night fol-
lowed, stunning the crowd at the Bryce
Jordan Center on the campus where they
both previously starred.

“He’s one of the first guys to make this
program what it is,” Brooks said. “It’s
been a blessing, being around him and
watching what he does.”

It was an almost unfathomable outcome

title.

for the wrestler known by fans as “Magic
Man,” who has been arguably the most
dominant male wrestler for the US over
the past five years. Prior to this week-
end’s Olympic trials, Taylor had won 26
of 27 matches dating back to the start of
2019 and beat opponents by a combined
score of 226-19. His lone loss came in
the final of the 2021 World Champi-
onships against Iranian rival Hassan
Yazdani. The two men were heavily fa-
vored to face off again in Paris, likely
with a gold medal on the line.

Instead, Taylor becomes the latest US
star to be foiled by the country’s trials
system, in which even the most accom-
plished athletes are forced to earn their
place.

Only one athlete per country per weight
class is allowed to compete at the Olym-
pic Games.

Ultimately, Team USA’s gold-medal hope-
ful was foiled by Brooks, a 23-year-old
who just wrapped up his collegiate ca-
reer with a fourth consecutive NCAA
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Leader of Iran's Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei lauded the Ira-
nian Armed Forces for dis-
playing a commendable im-
age of strength and military
prowess during Operation
True Promise against Israel
regardless of how many tar-
gets were hit.

He made the remarks during
a meeting with a group of
high-ranking Iranian mili-
tary commanders and fig-
ures in the capital Tehran on
Sunday.

He said the high number
of missiles and drones
launched during Operation
True Promise against targets
inside Israeli-occupied ter-
ritories is a secondary and
peripheral matter, stressing
that the main issue is the
manifestation of the will-
power of the Iranian nation
and armed forces across the
globe, Press TV reported.
Ayatollah Khamenei said the
Iranian forces have sincere-
ly and successfully managed
to present a good image of
their abilities and authority
after punishing Israel, exhib-
ited a commendable picture
of the Iranian nation, and
proved the emergence of
Iranians’ willpower in the
international arena.

The Leader stressed that the
latest developments have
created a sense of grandeur
and magnificence about [s-

lamic Iran in the eyes of the
world and international ob-
SEervers.

He praised the efforts and
activities of the IRGC, the Ira-
nian Army, and police forces,
calling upon the armed forc-
es to continue their efforts
and move to face hostilities
and enemies by relying on
innovative initiatives.

“We should not stop even
for a moment because stop-
page means backpedaling.
Therefore, innovation in the
production of weapons and
methods, as well as knowl-
edge of the enemy’s strate-
gies must always be on the
agenda,” the Leader stated.
Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC)
launched extensive missile
and drone strikes last week
on the Israeli-occupied ter-
ritories. The series of retal-
iatory strikes, dubbed Oper-
ation True Promise, inflicted
damage on Israeli military
bases across the occupied
lands.

It was in retaliation for the
Israeli attack on April 1
against the [ranian consulate
in Damascus, located next to
the embassy building in Da-
mascus’s Mezzeh district.
The airstrike killed two se-
nior Iranian military person-
nel who were on an advisory
mission to Syria as well as
five of their accompanying
officers.

amenei.ir
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Leader of the Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
addresses a group of high-ranking
Iranian military commanders and

figures in the capital Tehran
on April 21, 2024.
khamenei.ir
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[ranians' willpower displayed
Leader hails Armed Forces’
response to Israel

Hamas: US military aid to Israel
‘ereen light’ for Gaza
‘aggression’

( International Desk )

Palestinian resistance
group Hamas on Sunday
condemned the US House of
Representatives’ approval
of billions of dollars in new
military aid to Israel, much
of which is to strengthen Is-
raeli air defenses.

“This support, which vio-
lates international law, is
a license and a green light
for the Zionist extremist
government (Israel) to con-
tinue the brutal aggression
against our people,” Hamas
said in a statement.

“We consider this step a
confirmation of the official
American complicity and
partnership in the war of
extermination waged by
the fascist occupation army
against our Palestinian peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip.”

.

On Saturday, the US House
of Representatives approved
$13 billion in military assis-
tance to America’s ally, Is-
rael, in its genocidal war on
the Gaza Strip. Washington
is already Israel’s largest
military supplier.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said the
“much appreciated aid bill”
showed strong support for
Israel and “defends Western
civilization”.

The Palestinian presidency
condemned the bill as “an
aggression against the Pal-
estinian people” and a “dan-
gerous escalation”.

The money would “translate
into thousands of Palestin-
ian casualties in the Gaza
Strip” and the occupied
West Bank, said Nabil Abu
Rudeina, spokesman for
Palestinian President Mah-

moud Abbas. “To continue
arming Israel after an IC] de-
cision that finds that there is
a possible risk of genocide
and a United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolution that
calls for an immediate, sus-
tained cease-fire ... from our
opinion, risks complicity,”
said Bushra Khalidi, West
Bank policy lead for Oxfam.
Since October 7, the Israel
war on Gaza has Killed more
than 34,000 Palestinians -
most of them women and
children. Israel carried out
deadly strikes in Gaza over-
night. The bodies of 13 peo-
ple, mostly children, were
recovered after an Israeli
strike hit the home of a fam-
ily near the southernmost
Gaza city of Rafah, the agen-
cy said. Other people were
believed to be under rubble.
A separate Israeli strike on

a home in the Rafah area
killed at least three people
and wounded others, Civil
Defense said. Resident Umm
Hassan Kloub, 35, said her
children screamed when
they “woke up to a night-
mare of an explosion”.
“Every second we live in
terror, even the sound of
Israeli aircraft doesn’t stop,”
she said.

“We don’t know whether
we will live or die. This is
not life.”

Violence has also flared in
the Israeli-occupied West

Bank, where a two-year
surge in clashes has fur-
ther escalated since the war
broke out. The Palestinian
Red Crescent said Saturday
that at least 14 people were
killed during an Israeli raid
on a refugee camp in the
northern West Bank.

Separately, Israeli forces
shot dead two Palestinian
teenagers near the West
Bank city of Al-Khalil, the
Palestinian Health Minis-
try said on Sunday, bring-
ing to at least 483 the
number of Palestinians
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Iran forecasts floods, heavy
rainfalls in 15 provinces

( Social Desk

Iran’s Water Research
Institute has predicted
floods and heavy rainfalls

in the country’s 15 prov- |

inces in the coming days.

The institute has
warned of heavy rain-
falls in the provinces of
Kerman, Yazd, Mazan-

)m

daran, Semnan, Golestan, Isfahan, Fars, Tehran, Al-
borz, Markazi, Hamedan, Qom and Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari, Sistan and Baluchistan and South

Khorasan.

The southeastern province of Sistan and Baluchistan is
already grappling with severe floods which have inun-
dated the province southern cities and villages.

Atleast 10 people have lost their lives in the floods.

AFP

killed by Israeli troops and
settlers in the West Bank
since October 7, according
to ministry data.
The Israeli army claimed the
two people had attempted
to stab and shoot troops
near the village of Beit
Einun.

Iran president
to visit
Pakistan,

Sri Lanka

( International Desk )

Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi will travel to Pakistan
and Sri Lanka to boost ties
with the two Asian coun-
tries.

Raisi is scheduled to ar-
rive in Pakistan’s capital on
Monday to meet his Paki-
stani counterpart Asif Ali
Zardari, Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry said. Raisi will be
accompanied by “a high-lev-
el delegation comprising the
foreign minister... as well as
a large business delegation,”
the foreign ministry said in a
statement on Sunday.
During his visit Raisi will
also meet Pakistan’s prime
minister, the chairman of
the Senate and speaker of
the National Assembly.
“They will also discuss re-
gional and global develop-
ments and bilateral cooper-
ation to combat the common
threat of terrorism,” the
statement said.

According to the statement,
Raisi will also visit major cit-
ies including Lahore and Ka-
rachi and focus on bilateral
and trade ties. The countries
will further strengthen ties
and enhance cooperation
in “trade, connectivity, en-
ergy, agriculture, and peo-
ple-to-people contacts”, it
added. Pakistan is counting
on a joint gas project with
Iran to solve a long-running
power crisis that has sapped
its economic growth.

A $7.5-billion Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline intended to feed
Pakistani power plants was
inaugurated with great fan-
fare in March 2013.

Iranian president will also
depart for Sri Lanka to meet
the country’s officials during
a one-day visit.

He is also scheduled to in-
augurate Tehran-assisted
$529 million worth Uma Oya
multipurpose development
project with 120MW hydro
power generation capacity,
official sources said.

It will be the first visit to Sri
Lanka by an Iranian pres-
ident after then President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
visit in April 2008.
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tender

Bidders are

Notice of tender
for export sale
No. Z/1403/01

GeolGohar Mining and Industrial Company
Hereby Golgohar Mining & Industrial Co.
announces selling and export 70.000
metric tons of Pellet (%Fe:65.00) on basis
of FO.B at Shahid Rajase Jetty Bandar
Abbas - Iran. Interested bidders should find |
tender documents at Golgohar website: | |
www.geg.ir. All bids on conformity to
instructions must be submitted J
no later than 10:00 AM. on 27, Apr.2024 | |
to Golgohar office in Tehran (Fatemi Ave.
opposite of Laleh hotel building No. 273).

to the mentioned § |
address of the seller with an introduction | ||'
letter of interested buyer and personal || |
identification of the representative. Tender | |
results shall be announced at 10:00 A.M. |'| |
on 27 Apr.2024 at the office of the Seller.

invited

I :'
,ﬂ GOLGOHAR MINING & INDUSTRIAL CO. 'q




License Holder
Managing Director
Editor-in-chief

Int’l & National Desk

Economy Desk
Sports Desk

Iranica Desk

Arts & Culture Desk

Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)

Ali Kakadezfuli

Mostafa Shirmohammadi

Javad Mohammad Ali, Zohreh Qanadi,
Ebrahim Beheshti, Amir Mollaee Mozaffari
Reza Abesh Ahmadlou, Sadeq Dehgan
Amirhadi Arsalanpour

Leila Imeni

Hamideh Hosseini

Editorial Dept. Tel

Address

ICPI Publisher

Advertising Dept. Tel/Email
Website

Email

Printing House

+982184711171

208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran

+98 21 88548892-5

+98 21 88500601 /irandaily@iranagahiha.com
www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir
irandaily@icpi.ir

Iran Cultural & Press Institute

Iran

6“[ | ||||||||||0|!]|!)|[!|!|| > irandaily.ir

Iran, Malaysian
university
sign MoU

Iran and Sultan Idris Edu-
cation University in Malay-
sia signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU)
to enhance collaboration
in arts and culture.

The Iranian cultural at-
taché, Habib-Reza Arza-
ni, expressed satisfaction
with UPSI’s activities in
the arts and offered Iran’s
cooperation in the global
mosque art project, IRNA
wrote.

The MoU aims to facilitate
cooperation in areas such
as architectural arts of
mosques worldwide and

~Art of architecture added to

Fajr festivals: Minister

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance announced the in-
clusion of architecture in the Fajr
festivals, making it a biennial event
as of this year.

During a meeting with members of
the Ministry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance’s Architecture Council
on Monday, Mohammad-Mehdi Es-
maeili highlighted the significance
of architecture in cultural events,
IRNA reported.

He stated that the National Docu-
ment of Architecture and Urbanism
has been referred to the Art Council

and is ready for presentation at the
Supreme Council of Cultural Revo-
lution.

Esmaeili emphasized the collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development and the
Supreme Council of Urban Planning
to advance discussions on architec-
ture.

He noted that the Tourism Minis-
try, along with cooperation from
various cultural sectors including
broadcasting, will play a pivotal role
in this initiative.

He underscored the
need to

highlight historical classifications
and contemporary differences in ar-
chitecture, particularly between Sa-
favid, Ilkhanid, and Seljuk periods.

Esmaeili added that contemporary
lifestyle is significantly influenced
by architectural styles, emphasizing
the need for architectural aesthetics
to align with cultural values.
The minister conclud-
ed by address-
ing the

detachment of architecture from
Iran’s artistic sphere and
stressed the importance
of reintegrating it
into the field
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the exchange of Iranian art
professors.

Additionally, on the oc-
casion of Saadi Day, re-
nowned Iranian poet, UPSI
faculty members received
Saadi’s ‘Golestan’ book
translated into Malay, and
a memorial office for UPSI
was inaugurated by Arza-
ni.

Universiti Pendidikan Sul-
tan Idris (uPsI) is one of
the top public universities

PICS OF THE DAY

Iran’s ‘Standing with the Wolf’ nominated
for award at New Delhi festival

< Arts & Culture Desk >

The Iranian documentary
‘Standing with the Wolf, pro-
duced by Saeed Nabi, was nom-
inated for an award at the Asia
Environment and Wildlife Film
Festival and Forum, known as
CMS VATAVARAN, in Delhi, In-
dia, in 2024.

Directed by Saeed Nabi and
Maryam Khadivi, the film re-
ceived previous nominations
for the Golden Panda Award
in China and the Golden Sun
Award in Spain, ISNA wrote.
‘Standing with the Wolf’ is an
environmental-social docu-
mentary that aired as part of
the series “Solitude” on Iran’s
Channel One.

The CMS VATAVARAN Interna-
tional Festival, set for June in
Delhi, India, is recognized as
Asia’s premier environmental
festival. It focuses on sustain-
able development and offers a
platform for exploring nature
through cinema screenings in
New Delhi.

The festival’s twelfth edition
aims to showcase the best en-
vironmental films from around
the world, highlighting stories
of nature and addressing criti-
cal environmental and develop-
mental challenges. Categories
for awards at the festival in-
clude water conservation, en-
vironmental protection, wildlife
conservation, climate change,
adaptation and livelihood.

Despite the constant threats
and setbacks, Jalali remains loy-
al to his mission of preserving
the environment and protecting
endangered species, particular-
ly the wolf population. The film
takes viewers on a rollercoaster
ride as Jalali battles with hunt-
ers and poachers, using his
experience and knowledge to
outsmart them at every turn.
But Jalali knows that education
is the key to making a lasting
impact, and he decides to take
his cause to schools, inspiring
the next generation to stand
up for the environment. The
documentary offers a poignant
reflection on the power of ed-
ucation and the resilience of
the human spirit in the face of
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adversity. With stunning visu-
als and an emotive soundtrack,
‘Standing with the Wolf’ is an
unforgettable tribute to a true
environmental hero.”

E STANEH!'I!?

LF

Iranian daf[Persian frame drum musical

in Tanjong Malim, Malay-
sia. It ranks 951-1000 in
QS World University Rank-
ings.

instrument) players perform during ‘1000 Daf
Ceremony’ in Palangan, Kurdestan. The event
drew a large crowd including locals, officials,
and daf players from across the country.




