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Pakistan, security
neighborhood
policy of Iran

By Abed
AKbari

International
affairs expert

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

Iran urgently needs to utilize its advantag-
es in a stable regional environment which
implies the existence of minimum political
and security stability to enable the pursuit
of the country’s strategies and plans.
Despite its potential geographical advan-
tages, the surrounding environment of
Iran remains unstable due to various rea-
sons, including political instability (stem-
ming from conflicting interests among
various groups) and foreign interventions.
The political-security dependence of some
regional countries has increased regional
vulnerability and consequently foreign
interventions. Therefore, a significant
portion of Iran’s regional policy should be
dedicated to stabilizing this environment.
The new approach to the foreign policy
adopted by the incumbent Iranian gov-
ernment entails formulating clear interna-
tional and regional strategies and consid-
ering major changes in the international
system, which can unlock Iran’s geograph-
ical advantage and lay the groundwork for
a coherent neighborhood policy.
Achieving the outlined goals in the neigh-
borhood policy necessitates precise iden-
tification of common opportunities in geo-
political, economic, and cultural realms,
along with knowledge and idea exchange,
cultural and artistic affairs, tourism de-
yelopment, large-scal_e Page2 >
investment opportuni-

ties, and economic profitability, as well as
mitigating existing damages and threats.

US-Israeli
scenario for
West Asia

By Afifeh
Abedi

Foreign policy
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OPINION
EXCLUSIVE

The US veto of the resolution recognizing
Palestine as a full member of the United
Nations in the Security Council should
mark the beginning of a paradigm shift in
the regional strategies of Muslim nations.
More than six months have elapsed since
the onset of relentless Israeli aggression on
the Gaza Strip. The actual death toll likely ex-
ceeds 34,000, with two-thirds of them wom-
en and children. The majority of Gazans
have been uprooted from their homes, en-
during hunger and famine throughout this
period. The US dealing with the Gaza war
is a wake-up call to Arab nations relying on
American guidance for regional matters,
shedding light on the depth of US agendas
in the region. The recent veto, after eighty
years, can only be justified by the US prima-
ry allegiance to Israel’s interests. The exten-
sive US military support following Hamas’
Operation Al-['\qsg Storm Page8 >
on October 7 indicates a

fading role for Washington’s Arab allies in
shaping US policy in West Asia.

‘ Vol. 7540 Tuesday, April 23,2024  Ordibehesht 4, 1403 = Shawwal 14, 1445 100,000 rials = 8 pages

® IranDailyWeb

Iran

@ [slamabad grabs opportunities to foster friendship with Tehran: PM

® [ran, Pakistan urge end to genocidein Gaza ¢
I .

t"{;ﬁ

s, LT

.

—" == =l
B [ranian President Ebrahim Raisi(L) is.
“officially welcomed by Pakistani Prime
S Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad,
® Pakistan on April 22, 2024.

@ president.ir:




Jr

©

Economy
Domestic

Iran Daily = Tuesday, April 23, 2024

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si Iran and Pakistan enjoy un-
breakable bonds and are deter-
mined to bolster their relations
in different fields at all levels.
He said a key decision to in-
crease bilateral trade volume
to $10 billion has been reached
as he addressed a high-profile
joint press conference with Pa-
kistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in Islamabad on Monday.
“In our meeting today, we
(have) decided to promote bi-
lateral relations between the
two countries including politi-
cal, economical, trade, cultural
and others as far as possible,”
said Raisi, who arrived in Pa-
kistan earlier during the day
amid stringent security mea-
sures.

“You will probably find some
individuals who do not favor
expansion and good bilateral
relations between us but who
cares - it is not important. We
believe that it is important to
expand relations between our
countries,” added the Iranian
president.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi(L) is

officially welcomed by Pakistani Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad,

Pakistan on April 22, 2024.
president.ir

“We have decided as a first
step to increase trade volume
between our two countries to
$10 billion.”

The two sides — which current-
ly have bilateral trade of over
$2 billion - also held a meeting
earlier, and agreed on joint ef-
forts to eradicate terrorism.
Raisi noted that the Iranian na-
tion has succeeded in turning
cruel Western sanctions into an
opportunity for the country’s
development and added that
Tehran is ready to transfer its
experience in the fields of sci-
ence and technology, transpor-
tation and transit to Islamabad.
“The entire Pakistani nation
welcomes the visit of the Irani-
an President,” Radio Pakistan
quoted the PM as saying.

In his address, Sharif said that

the two sides discussed reli-

gious, security and historic
matters during their meeting.
“Today is an opportunity to
make this friendship a happy
and prosperous one.”

Call to end genocide

in Gaza

The Pakistani PM also said
Tehran and Islamabad have
expressed their concern over
Israel’s war in Gaza and asked
the world to immediately put
an end to the regime’s act of
genocide in the strip.

Sharif added that an indepen-
dent Palestinian country with
al-Quds as its capital should be
established, Press TV wrote.
He praised Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei’s legitimate sup-
port for the Palestinian people.
Israel waged its brutal US-
backed war on Gaza on Oc-
tober 7 after the Palestinian
Hamas resistance group carried
out Operation Al-Agsa Storm
against the usurping entity in
retaliation for its intensified

Raisi: Trade with
Pakistan to hit $10b

atrocities against the Palestin-
ian people.

However, the Tel Aviv regime
has failed to achieve its de-
clared objectives of “destroy-
ing Hamas” and finding Israeli
captives despite killing at least
34,151 Palestinians, mostly
women and children, and in-
juring 77,084 others.

Signing accords
Meanwhile, Iran and Pakistan
signed eight accords on vary-
ing subjects to enhance coop-
eration in the different fields
including trade, science tech-
nology, agriculture, health, cul-
ture, and judicial matters.
Raisi and Sharif witnessed the
ceremony as the representa-
tives from both sides signed the
documents, APP reported.

The establishment of free trade
zones along with the common
border crossings, cooperation
in the cinema and media sec-
tor, animal health, security, co-
operatives and social welfare,
standard, legal and judicial
assistance in civil and commer-
cial affairs were among main

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi (2nd L) and
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
(R) witness a ceremony of signing eight
cooperation agreements in Islamabad,
Pakistan on April 22, 2024.

president.ir

issues of the documents signed
between the two sides.

The Iranian president’s vis-
it comes at a significant time,
especially in terms of rising
tension in the region amid the
Israeli aggression in Gaza, its
attack on the Iranian consulate,
and Iran’s subsequent retalia-
tion followed by strikes on its
territory.

Raisi arrived in Pakistan on an
official visit accompanied by a

high-level delegation, compris-
ing the foreign minister and
other members of the cabinet,
senior officials and a business
delegation.

He was received by Federal
Minister Riaz Hussain Pirzada.
This is the first visit by any
head of state to Pakistan after
the February 8 general elec-
tions. The leader’s visit comes
after Tehran launched an un-
precedented retaliatory attack
on Israel last week.
Meanwhile, a statement issued
by the Pakistani Foreign Office
(FO) had said Raisi will meet
President Asif Ali Zardari, Sen-
ate Chairman Yousaf Raza Gil-
lani and National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiqg.

“He will also visit Lahore and
Karachi and meet with the pro-
vincial leadership,” it added.

“The two sides will have a
wide-ranging agenda to fur-
ther strengthen Pakistan-Iran
ties and enhance cooperation
in diverse fields including
trade, connectivity, energy, ag-
riculture, and people-to-people
contacts,” the FO said.

“Pakistan and Iran enjoy strong
bilateral ties anchored in histo-
ry, culture and religion. This
visit provides an important op-
portunity to further strengthen

Pakistan-Iran relations,” the FO
concluded.

Later on Monday, Pakistani
President Asif Ali Zardari wel-
comed his Iranian counterpart
Raisi at the President’s House.
“I1 am] honored to welcome
my brother President Ebrahim
Raisi,” a post on the official X
account of the President of Pa-
kistan said.

“We expressed satisfaction at
the trajectory of bilateral ties
and agreed to further strength-
en our dialogue and coopera-
tion to reinforce existing ties.”
He further said that Pakistan
and Iran were bound by com-
mon religion, history and cul-
ture.

A public holiday was an-
nounced in Karachi Division on
Tuesday in view of the “visit of

foreign dignitaries and to avoid
inconvenience to the general
public”.

As per a notification issued
from the Commissioner Ka-
rachi office, all government
and private offices, educa-
tional institutions (pub-
lic/private), would remain
closed on Tuesday except the
essential services and offi-
cials involved in emergency
duties.

Pakistan, security neighborhood ...

On the other hand, the most
significant challenge facing the
Islamic Repub-
Page1 > lic of Iran in its
neighborhood policy is finding
ways to ensure the security of
the region without the pres-
ence of extra-regional security
providers. The “basic security”
neighborhood policy of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, in the
medium and long term, can alle-
viate this challenge, provided its
clear policy is successful.
According to this policy, each
regional country, based on its
capabilities and prioritized
perceived risks, can assume a
responsible role in ensuring re-
gional security. In this scheme,
Iran and its neighboring coun-
tries determine their security
cooperation priorities within a
cooperative and mutually bene-
ficial framework and take steps
to address them. This policy,
in addition to being flexible in
adapting to opportunities and
challenges, will also be compat-
ible with the ambitions of each
neighboring country at the re-
gional level.
If the policy is adopted, the in-
cumbent Iranian government
would find the opportunity to

fill the fundamental vacuum of
a neighborhood policy by open-
ing the door to dialogue through
economic and cultural interac-
tions. In turn, the continuation
of successful dialogues in polit-
ical, economic, and security do-
mains can fulfill the basic func-
tion of a neighborhood policy. By
increasing the diplomatic dyna-
mism of the country and provid-
ing a new playing field for Iran,
these capacities can significant-
ly contribute to Iran’s economy,
politics, and security. If success-
ful, this plan will eliminate the
need for heavy expenditures to
eliminate security gaps in rela-
tions with regional countries.

Enhancing the level of economic,
cultural, and security coopera-
tion between Iran and Pakistan
can create a new power equa-
tion for economic development
in the regional environment
with the participation of Iran,
China, and Pakistan. Coopera-
tion on such levels creates the
basis for enhancing the security
coefficient of Iran and Pakistan.
The necessities of the neighbor-
hood policy in Iran-Pakistan
relations not only lead to the
enhancement of mutual power
equations but also provide the

groundwork for preventing the
spread of regional conflicts. Iran
and Pakistan, within the frame-
work of the neighborhood poli-
cy, have the necessary potential
to enhance the level of mutual
relations and combat extrem-
ism, terrorism, and crisis-induc-
ing groups in the regional envi-
ronment.

Economic issues play a very
significant role in Iran-Pakistan
neighborhood policy. Pakistan’s
large population and its energy
deficit can be addressed with
Iran’s fuel reserves. Although
the underdevelopment of border
regions of Iran and Pakistan and
the lack of communication and
economic infrastructure are con-
sidered inhibiting factors, the
economies of both countries can
be intertwined with a softening
of security-oriented strategies
and enhancing the capacities of
the para-diplomatic approach.
This is because the neighbor-
hood policy oversees long-term
directions for reducing threats
and furthering neighbors’ inter-
ests. Recent changes in power
equations at the global and re-
gional levels also reinforce Iran’s
neighborhood policy toward
Pakistan.

IRCS to become

BRICS Health Working G

The Iranian Red Crescent So-

ciety (1Rcs) will become the

chair of the health working
group of the BRICS group of

emerging economies.
IRCS Chief Pir-Hossein Kolivand

in a meeting with Co-Chair of

BRICS Civil Forum Alena Pery-
shkina introduced the IRCS as
the main option for the chair

of the health working group of

BRICS, reported Tasnim News
Agency.

During the meeting, Kolivand
pointed to the achievements
of the IRCS in recent years and
added that the society is active

in various fields such as render-

ing relief and rescue services to
the vulnerable strata of society.
Today, the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society, benefiting from
three million volunteers and
70,000 expert rescuers and
relief workers, offers quality
road, mountain, and coastal re-
lief services round-the-clock, he
emphasized.

Presenting relief training ser-
vices to students and school-
children is an example of the
trend of developing public
training among all walks of life
in society, Kolivand added.

He further noted that the so-
ciety has taken effective steps

roup chair

by utilizing 18 relief helicop-
ters, and hundreds of the re-
lief-and-rescue vehicles.
Rendering quality relief and
rescue services to the earth-
quakes that happened in Tur-
key, Afghanistan, and Syria is
a part of the other measures
taken by the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society in the international
arena which resulted in receiv-
ing the highest award of Turkey,
Kolivand stated.

The Iranian Red Crescent So-
ciety’s clinics are also active in
several countries with the most
experienced and expert Iranian
doctors offering quality relief
services to the people in Afri-
ca, Asia and Latin America, he
added.

Co-Chair of BRICS Civil Forum,
for her part, said that the Irani-
an Red Cresent Society enjoys
high capabilities and potential
in various fields both in nation-
al and international arenas.
After coordinating with the
Iranian foreign minister, it was
agreed that the IRCS would be
the representative of Irani’s
civil society in the BRICS group
of emerging economies, Alena
Peryshkina added.
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Ancient clay bas-relief restored in Jiroft

B "j '

4

( Iranica Desk )

The ancient clay bas-relief dis-
covered during the excavations
carried out in Jiroft, Kerman
Province, in the 2000s, has un-
dergone restoration. Fathollah
Niazi, an expert at the Research
Institute of Cultural Heritage
& Tourism, who restored the
bas-relief, mentioned that the
artifact, unearthed by ateamled
by Youssef Majidzadeh, is one
of the oldest from around 5,000
yearsago.

He further stated that due to
inadequate maintenance and
various damaging factors over

the years, a part of its upper
section was lost. Necessary res-
toration work has been com-
pleted on this valuable artifact,
including cleaning, layer re-
moval, strengthening, and sta-
bilization. The upper part of the
bas-relief was intentionally not
reconstructed to maintain the
authenticity of the artifact, and
the restoration was focused on
the existing remains of the stat-
ue.

Niazi highlighted that the skirt
of the bas-relief is adorned with
black, red, and yellow pigments
in geometric patterns. Addition-
ally, more plans have been made

for the preservation of this valu-
able artifact, which will soon
be implemented in collabora-
tion with the Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts, and Tourism De-
partmentof Kerman Province.
Seyyed Sajjadi, an archaeologist
who resumed excavations at
this ancient site after a 16-year
hiatus, previously expressed
concerns about the deteriorat-
ing condition of the bas-relief.
He emphasized that during the
years of neglect, irreparable
damage had been inflicted upon
it. Sajjadi noted that the site had
been neglected without any res-
toration efforts.

Youssef Majidzadeh, an archae-
ologist who conducted excava-
tions in Jiroft and Konar Sandal
Hill in Kerman Province in the
2000s, provided insights into
this sculpture. He described it
asaprominentclayreliefdepict-
ingaman with a patterned skirt,
holding his hands clasped in
front of his chest. The discovery
of this bas-relief suggests that
the site was once a hub for gov-
ernmental activities like admin-
istration, storage, and guarding.
The upper part of the bas-relief
has suffered damage due to ero-
sion and weather conditions,
leaving only two arms and a tri-

angular-patterned skirtintactat
thelowerend.

According to Majidzadeh, the
available documents, the rich-
ness of its artworks, and their
quantityand qualityindicatethat
the Halil Rud area, where Konar
Sandal is located, was the largest
industrial-commercial center in
the ancient Eastin the early third
millennium BCE, specializing
in the production and export of
goods made from various types
ofsoapstoneand marble.

The extensive destruction in the
area has forced them to priori-
tize restoration efforts before
proceeding with further excava-

MEHR

tions. The history of this ancient
area, located near the city ofJiroft
in southern Kerman Province,
dates back 4,600 years and holds
significant cultural heritage val-
ue. Despite its historical signif-
icance, Jiroft was relatively un-
known in terms of archaeology
until 2001, when it suddenly be-
came one of the most important
archeological sitesin West Asia.

Most of the excavated sites at
Konar Sandal used few stones
and metals, while materials like
brick and clay were employed
more. If not addressed, these
structures would be damaged by
weather changes, wind,and rain.

p Revival of khersak-weaving,
" © an economic opportunity

“ for Semnan Province

C Iranica Desk )

In Semnan province, traditional
hand-woven textiles such as rugs, ja-
jim, and khersak have been prevalent
for centuries, each carrying a remark-
able essence of artistic craftsmanship.
Khersak is a type of rug crafted from
sheep’s wool, showcasing a palette of
sevennaturalhues.

Khersak-bafi (khersak-weaving), an
ancientartrooted in Aftar village with-
in the city of Sorkheh, has been pre-
dominantly practiced by skilled wom-
en, who intricately weave original and
captivating patterns.

Khersak is meticulously woven us-
ing wool, hands, and tools, with each
piece reflecting the artisan’s flair and
imaginative prowess, setting it apart
from its mass-produced counter-
parts.

The name khersak derives from the

sak-weaving, and | established a
workshop.”

As the name implies, these rugs are a
type of carpet that, like other types of
rugs, has its own unique weaving and
production methods. They come in
various sizes, ranging from 1.5 to 2
square meters, and are commonly
used as floor coverings, particularly
during the winter season. Even the
elders in Aftar used to place khersak
on the painful area during backaches,
bonepains,andrheumatismtowarmit
upandalleviatethe pain.

The thickness of the wool used in kher-
sak-weaving limits the intricacy of
these rugs. Khersak rugs are known
for their high durability, attributed to
the various wool knots woven within
them. The pile of these rugs is revers-
ible, allowing them to easily absorb
moisture. Primarily falling under the
category of handicrafts, these rugs are

engaging in khersak-weaving with en-
thusiasm.

Handicrafts not only play a vital role
in preserving identity and culture but
also serve as a key driver for building
a resistance economy. By increasing
production and establishing robust
sales channels for these products, a
substantial portion of sustainable em-
ployment objectives, particularly in
ruralregions, canbe met.

Of particular significance is the resur-
gence of individuals embracing their
rich cultural heritage and deep-rooted
history, leading to the revitalization of
indigenous arts and the unlocking of
numerouslatentopportunities.

Whileitmay appearinitially that many
traditional handicrafts have lost rel-
evance in modern society, leveraging
theirdesignsand motifsalongside con-
temporary skills can lay the ground-
work for the creation and advance-

rug’s plush texture, boasting a pile = predominantly woven by artists from  mentofindigenoushandicrafts.
. reaching nearly 2 to 2.5 centime- various cities in Semnan Province as  Providing adequate support to artists
- ters in height, maintaining its length ~ well as Arak, Mashhad, and the Bakh-  through low-interestloans, actively ad-

post-weaving, akin to the thickness
and softness of a bear’s skin (khers
meansbearinPersian).
Khersak-weavingislisted onIran’s Na-
tional Heritage List. Aftariwomenhave
revitalized the production of these
woolen rugs by establishing multiple
workshopsinthevillage.

Sakineh Hamidi is one of the artists
in the village who has set up a small
khersak-weaving workshop in her
home. She mentioned, “We used to
weave khersak rugs since childhood,
but over the past 30 years, this tradi-
tion, which was part of our culture,
was forgotten. However, in recent
years, we have returned to kher-

tiaritribes.

A fascinating aspect of traditional
khersak-weaving is the use of natural
dyes such as walnut shells, barberry
roots, and madder to color the wool,
adding unique value to the rugs. Addi-
tionally, khersak weavers do not rely
on patterns for weaving and instead
memorizealltheintricate designs.
With the support of the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Orga-
nization of Semnan Province, several
small Kkhersak-weaving workshops
have been established in the village in
recent years. The younger generation
is increasingly interested in learning
this ancient art and tradition, eagerly

dressing barriers, offering educational
programs, extending support services,
attracting private sector investments,
andfosteringaculturethatvalueshand-
icrafts are key strategies that can con-
tribute to the realization of sustainable
economies, especiallyinruralareas.
Conversely, while many artists are ex-
ploring and engaging in new artistic
disciplines, this pursuit, while com-
mendable, can sometimes result in
the production of substandard and
non-indigenous art products. This
trend has significantly impacted the
decline of the local handicraft market,
indicating the need for intervention in
thisaspectaswell.
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Iran's Revealed Missile, Drone Capabilities

How do Israel.

By David Brennan
Reporter

PERSPECTIVE

Last week’s conflagration be-
tween Israel and Iran has once
againleftthe Middle Eastregion
onthebrinkofamajorwar, with
Israeli allies and enemies retal-
iating after Tehran’s drone and
missilebombardment.

Iran’s mission to the United
Nations said that “the matter
can be deemed concluded” af-
ter attacks on Saturday night
and the early hours of Sunday
morning, which saw around
170 drones, more than 30
cruise missiles, and more than
120 ballistic missiles fired at
Israel, the Israel Defense Forc-
essaid. Thevast majority were
shotdown, the IDF reported.

President Joe Biden reported-
ly urged Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to “take the
win,” the Iranian attack seeming-
ly representing a relatively inef-
fective but necessary response
to Israel’s assassination of a top
Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) commander in Syr-
iaearlierthismonth.

Israeli wartime Cabinet member
and long-time opposition lead-
er Benny Gantz said that Sunday
that Israel intends to “build a re-
gional coalition and exact a price
from Iran, in a way and at a time
thatsuitsus”.

Israel and Iran have been in a
“shadow war” for several de-
cades, waged through covert op-
erations, backed regional forces,
long-range strikes, and cyber
operations, all conducted both
inside Iran and Israel. The battle
has also been fought in the terri-
tory of neighboring nations like
Lebanon, Syria, and the Pales-
tinian territories. Any escalation
of the war is likely to follow this
formula, rather than a direct and
sustained conventional clash.
Israel maintains a standing army
of around 170,000 active per-
sonnel and 465,000 reservists,
according to the International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies’ 2024
Military Balancereport.

The IDF is considered highly
trained, well-equipped,andexpe-
rienced. Military service is com-
pulsory for most Israeli adults
after the age of 18, with men ex-
pectedtoserve for 36 monthsand
women for 24 months.

ATTA KENARE/AFP

Iran has a much larger pop-
ulation, which is reflected in
its standing regular military
strength of some 420,000 per-
sonnel, with another 350,000 re-
servists. The powerful IRGCis es-
timated to have between 150,000
t0200,000 active personnel.
Israel’s air force has been key in
its long confrontation with Iran.
Israeli jets have been routinely
used to strike Iranian-linked tar-
getsin Syriaand Lebanon, includ-
ing IRGC facilities and personnel.
Israeli aircraft were also active
in the collective defense against
Iran’s recent attack, tracking and
shooting down drones and mis-
siles.

Israel’s air force is considered
among the world’s most potent.
It has around 310 combat-ca-
pable fighter and ground attack
planes, including 75 F-15s, 196
F-16s, and 39 F-35s, according to
the IISS. The air force also has 46
Apache attack helicopters and a
widerange of surveillance and at-
tackdrones.

Iran’s air force is less sophisticat-
ed. It is an aging fleet hamstrung
by long-imposed international

Iran Daily = Tuesday, April 23, 2024

ilitaries compa

N2 MYV
qP nn ,nabw
nanmn NN

Israeli military spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari (R) and his deputy, Masha
Michelson, pose near what they say is an Iranian ballistic missile that they retrieved

from the Dead Sea after Iran launched drones and missiles towards Israel, at Julis
military base, occupied Palestine, on April 16, 2024.

GIL COHEN-MAGEN/AFP

sanctions and weapons embar-
goes. Tehran’s air arm is made up
of outdated US-madeaircraft such
as 10 F-14s and 55 F-4s. More re-
cently, Iran has turned to Russia
to outfitits air force,and currently
has 35 MiG-29s in service, with a
new deal to acquire Su-35 fighters
agreed uponlastyear.

Iran has also developed domes-
tically produced fighter jets like
the HESA Saeqeh and Azarakhsh,
though these are not considered
to be capable of competing with
foreign-made platforms.

Iran’s formidable drone arsenal
is perhaps more relevant in any
future conflict than its air force.

A banner depicting missiles and drones flying past a torn Israeli flag, with text in Persian reading “The next slap will be harder” and in Hebrew “Your next mistake will be the end of
your fake state,” is seen in Tehran, Iran, on April 14, 2024.

The famous Shahed drone plat-
form and its variants — for ex-
ample —were central to Tehran’s
recentstrike.

Israel and Iran possess signifi-
cant missile stockpiles, giving
both nations the ability to strike
each other’sterritory directly.
Israel has the short-range Jericho
2 ballistic missile with a range of
up to 930 miles, encompassing
much ofthe Middle Eastand parts
of Iran. Its Jericho 3 missile has a
range of up to 3,000 miles. Short-
er-range cruise missiles include
the Lora, Delilah, and Gabriel
platforms.

Missiles are key to Iran’s deter-
rence and power projection. Teh-
ran’s decades of investment have
earnedit“thelargestand mostdi-
verse missile arsenal in the Mid-
dle East,” according to the CSIS
Missile Defense Project.

Its longest-range platforms are
the Sejjil, Ghadr, and Khorram-
shahr ballistic missiles, all of
which can reach targets out to
around 1,240 miles, including all
of Israel. Other missiles include
the Emad (range over 1,000
miles) and Shahab-3 (range over

re’

800 miles), as well as several oth-
er shorter-range cruise missiles.
The prominent role expected
by aircraft, drones, and missiles
makes air defense all the more
important for both nations. Is-
rael — with the help of its allies
— demonstrated the capabilities
of its anti-air umbrella last week,
using systems including David’s
Sling, Iron Dome, and Arrow to
down incoming Iranian projec-
tiles. Israel also still has the US-
made MIM-104 Patriot.

Iran’s most established an-
ti-air defense system is the Rus-
sian-made S-300, which is rela-
tively outdated compared with
whatlsrael possesses. Tehranalso
has the domestically produced
Bavar-373 surface-to-air missile
platform,aswell asthe Armanand
Azarakhsh defense systems un-
veiled earlierthis year.

At sea, Israel maintains a small
but advanced navy, primarily
used to defend its coastline and
support land and air operations.
Itsnavyincludesfive submarines,
including three Dolphin-class
vessels capable of launching nu-
clear-armed ballistic missiles.
Israel also has at least three cor-
vettes, eight missile boats,and 45
patrolboats.

Iran’s navy is larger and designed
in part to control and potentially
shutdown strategicmaritime bot-
tlenecks like the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran has more than 30 subma-
rines, five frigates, three corvettes,
and more than 200 patrol craft.
Beyond the conventional realm,
both Israel and Iran have fear-
some covert, proxy, and cyber
capabilities, often used in their
simmering confrontation. Is-
rael’s Mossad spy agency — for
example — has been accused
by Tehran of a series of assassi-
nations inside Iran, including of
prominent scientists working on
the country’snuclear program.
Mossad was also involved in the
landmark Stuxnet cyber-attack
when Israel and the US used it to
target Iranian nuclear facilities in
what is generally considered the
first major cyber warfare opera-
tion.

Iran’s Quds force — which oper-
atesunderthe IRGCumbrellaand
is responsible for Tehran’s activ-
ities worldwide — poses a con-
stant threat to Israeli and allied
interests in the Middle East and
beyond.

The article first appeared on
Newsweek.

Missiles, drones used by Iran in recent strike on Israel

ANALYSIS

ARMY RECOGNITION - Accord-
ing to the spokesperson of the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF), Iran
fired 170 drones, 110 ballistic
missiles, and 30 cruise missiles
at Israel on April 13, 2024. Iran
launched a significant attack on
Israel in retaliation for the bomb-
ing of a consulate in Syria by Is-

rael. An IDF spokesperson stated
that the barrage of strikes had
virtually no effect, as “99% of the
drones and missiles” launched
by Tehran were intercepted by
the Israeli defense system and its
American, British, French, and
Jordanian allies. In this article,
we detail all missiles and drones
used by Iran to strike Israeli ter-
ritory.

Asaresult, verylittle damage was

caused. No drone entered Israel,
and only a few missiles managed
to hit their target, the Netivim
military base in the south of Is-
rael. The Islamic Republic de-
scribed the operation as “limited
and minimal” but showcased the
diversity of its arsenal by using
multiple attack vectors. In total,
170 killer drones, 110 ballistic
missiles, and 30 cruise missiles
were fired.

Shahed drones

The Shahed-136 drones appear
to have been launched from Iran
towards Israel last night. The
Shahed-136 is an Iranian-made
loitering munition, commonly re-
ferredtoasa“kamikazedronede-
signed to deliberately crash into
a target, detonating its onboard
explosives upon impact”. Their
effectiveness is limited: guided
by GPS, they can be jammed or

destroyed by anti-air defenses.
They can only target fixed loca-
tions, which limits their tactical
value.

But the Shahed drones have two
advantages: their range, several
hundred kilometers, and their
modest cost, which allows the at-
tacker to save precision missiles
and saturate air defenses. This
tactic has only partially worked,
as only a few rare ballistic mis-

siles managed to breach the Is-
raelidefenses.

During the attack by Iran, videos
identified the use of the Shahed
238 drone, an evolution of the
Shahed 136, with majorimprove-
ments in propulsion; the Shahed
238 is equipped with a turbojet
engine increasing its speed to
over 500 kilometers per hour,
compared to 180 for the Shahed
136.
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6 Iranian-made Shahed 238 drone (black Livery) is seen next to Shahed 136 (white livery).
IRGC

Kheibar, Ghadr, and Sejjil
ballistic missiles

Among the 110 ballistic missiles
fired at Israel, Iran seems to have
used the medium-range ballistic
missiles Kheibar Shekan and Sejjil,
accordingtoseveralobservers.The
Kheibar, also referred to as Khor-
ramshahr-4, is a medium-range
ballistic missile developed by Iran.
It belongs to the fourth generation
of the Khorramshahr missile fami-
ly and is produced by the Ministry
of Defense of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The missile was officially
revealed on June 4, 2023, with Mo-
hammad Reza Ashtiani, the Iranian
Defense Minister, in attendance.
Capable ofreachingdistancesupto
2,000 km, the Khorramshahr bal-
listic missile can be equipped with
awarhead weighingupto 1,500 kg.
The Ghadr-110, a medium-range
ballistic missile, might also have
been spotted in the Israeli skies.
With arange 0of2,000 km and a pay-
load of 650 to 1,000 kg, it is an im-
provement of the Shahab 3 derived
from the North Korean Nodong-1
missile. Iran also has other similar
ballisticmissiles, whichmighthave
been used in Israel: the Sejil, the
Imad (still in development), and
the Haj Qassem, named in honor of
General Qassem Soleimani, killed
in a US drone attack in January
2020.

The Sejjil missile is a domestically
produced Iranian medium-range
ballistic missile that utilizes a two-
stage, solid-propellant design. Its
development likely commenced in
the late 1990s, building upon the
technologies and designs of earlier
Iranian missiles, notably the Zelzal
short-range ballistic missile. The
Sejjil’s initial test flight took place
in2008,achievingadistance of800
km. A subsequent testin May 2009
focused on enhancing its guidance
and navigation systems. Since
then, four additional tests have
been conducted, with the most
recent reaching roughly 1,900 km
into the Indian Ocean.

The missile measures 18 metersin
length and 1.25 meters in diame-
ter, with a launch weight of 23,600
kg. It is capable of carrying a 700
kg payload over a distance of up to
2,000 km. Currently, it is equipped
with high-explosive warheads,
withthe potential for nuclear capa-
bilities in the future. The estimates
of its range and payload capacity
are based on the missile’s con-
struction from aeronautical-grade
steel.

A ballistic missile is a rocket-pro-
pelled weapon designed to deliv-
er explosives over a long distance
with high precision. Upon launch,
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it follows a ballistic trajectory, in-
volving an initial powered phase
where the rocket engines propel
the missile into an upward trajec-
tory, followed by an unpowered
phase that occurs as gravity pulls
it back towards the Earth. This
trajectory can carry the missile
through the upper atmosphere or
even into space before re-entering
the atmosphere and descending
toward its target. Ballistic missiles
vary greatly in range and size, from
short-range missiles that travel
a few hundred kilometers to in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) capable of traveling over
10,000 km.

Cruise missiles

Iran also fired several cruise mis-
siles on April 13, 2024, for the ae-
rial attacks against Israel. None
have been formally identified. Iran
has been actively developing its
cruise missile capabilities as part
of its broader military strategy.
The development of Iranian cruise
missiles is an integral aspect of
the country’s defense posture, de-
signed to enhance its long-range
strike capabilities and provide a
strategicdeterrent.

The origins of Iran’s cruise missile
program date back to the acquisi-
tion of SovietKh-55 cruise missiles
in the early 2000s. Since then, Iran
has embarked on an ambitious
plan to reverse-engineer and en-
hance these designs to suit its spe-
cific strategic needs. Iranian engi-
neers have focused on increasing
the range, accuracy, and payload
capacity of their cruise missiles.
Significant advancements were
showcased with the unveiling of
various models over the years, in-
cluding the Soumar and the Hov-
eyzeh cruise missiles. These mis-
siles are reported to have ranges of
approximately 700 km and 1,350
km, respectively, illustrating sig-
nificant strides in propulsion and
guidance technology

A cruise missile is a type of guided
missile equipped with a jet engine,
allowing it to fly at a consistently
low altitude, closely following the
earth’s terrain, making it difficult
to detect and intercept. It is de-
signed to deliver a large warhead
with high precision over long
distances. Cruise missiles can be
launched from various platforms
including ships, submarines, air-
craft, and ground facilities. They
typically have a maximum range
that can vary widely, but some
advanced models can travel up to
2,500 kilometers or more, depend-
ingontheirdesignspecificssuchas
fuel capacity and engine efficiency.

e The Kheibar is an Iranian-made medium-range ballistic missile.
WIKIMEDIA
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Israel, the untamed
hunter’s dog in the wilderness

By Owei Lakemfa

(2

0 P I N I O N terrorismagainstisrael.”

The attempt by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to discuss the at-
tacks was blocked by the United States, Britain, and France.
For Israel, the attacks were routine. After all, it had carried out over a dozen previous attacks against Iran,
including within the country, and the Iranians had notresponded.

Iran's Revealed Missile, Drone Capabilities

i

Israel, on Monday, April 1, attacked the Iranian Embassy in Damascus, kill-
ing 16 persons, including two Iranian Generals, Mohammed Reza Zahedi
Former secretary-general andMOha’nnledHﬂdiHajiRallimi-
of OATUU There were no apologies. No sense of remorse. Rather, the Israeli Army
spokesman Daniel Hagari declared: “The ones attacked were engaged in

° German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (front-R) greets Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Berlin.
DPA

It, therefore, came as a shock when
on April 13, Iran, according to Israel,
fired 185 armed drones, 110 ballis-
tic missiles, and 36 cruise missiles
into its territory. Like a beaten child
withbruisesbutpretendingnottobe
hurt, Israel claimed the attacks were
of no effect because, with its Ameri-
can, French, and British allies, it shot
down 99 percent of the Iranian mis-
siles.

However, Israel imposed a media ban
on the attacks when it was revealed
thattwo ofitsbases, including the Ne-
vatimmilitarybase, werehit.

What Israel did not say was that the
Iranians mighthave deliberately used
very slow missiles that announced
their take-off, some five hours before,
thereby giving Israel and its allies ad-
equate time to shootthem down. Sec-
ondly, that Iran has far more sophis-
ticated missiles, like the hypersonic
ones itunveiled in 2023, which travel
at Mach-5 or five times the speed of
sound. These modern missiles travel
atakilometre persecond, withacom-
plex trajectory and unpredictable
manoeuvrability.

These missiles can hit Israel in less
than 17 minutes from Iranian terri-
tory. As such, it appears that Iran’s
strikes were like a mere warning;
a way of assuring its allies that it can
strikeIsrael.

Perhaps this reality is why the United
States told Israel, point blank, not to
respond.RatherittriedtomassageIs-
rael’sego.US PresidentJoe Biden told
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu that the Iranian attacks were
avictory for Israel because there was
“no significant damage within Israel
itself”. This, he said, demonstrated Is-
rael’ssuperior military capability.
The attacks, in themselves, cost Is-
rael five times more than it did Iran.
The latter used a cheap arsenal. The
drones cost $50,000 each; the cruise
missiles, $250,000; and the ballistic
missiles an average of $5 million. So,
the maximum cost to Iran was about
$217 million. In contrast, Israel em-
ployed the Arrow and David Sling
missiles, which cost $3.5 million and
$1 million each. The defence over-
nightcostlIsrael$1.1billion.

The realisation that Iran did not use
its modern missiles might also have
been the reason Israel did not re-

spond immediately. Rather, it went
wailing at the UN Security Council. Its
UN envoy, Gilad Erdan, said the UNSC
must sanction Iran for alleged terror-
ism.

Iran’s counter-claim that it retaliat-
ed against the Israeli attack based on
Article 51 of the United Nations Char-
ter; could not be faulted. That Article
states: “Nothing in the present Char-
ter shall impair the inherent right of
individual or collective self-defence
if an armed attack occurs against a
Member of the United Nations until
the Security Council has taken mea-
sures necessary to maintain interna-
tional peaceand security.”
Thejointresponse of Prime Ministers
Giorgia Meloni of Italy, Fumio Kishida
of Japan, Justin Trudeau of Canada,
and Rishi Sunak of the UK as well as
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and
Presidents Emmanuel Macron of
France and Joe Biden of the US was a
classic case of duplicity in diploma-
cy. They had not condemned Israel’s
attacks on Iran but found their voices
whenIranretaliated.

The leaders, who met virtually under
the G7 canopy, said they “unequivo-
callycondemn, inthe strongestterms,
Iran’s direct and unprecedented at-
tack against Israel”. They expressed
solidarity with Israeland rededicated
themselves to its security. They gave
theimpressionthatIsrael, likeaspoilt
brat, can go about attacking other
countries, but that their victims have
no right to self-defence. Their mes-
sage is that only Israel deserves se-
curity, while countries like Syria and
Iran, which are victims of its reckless
attacks, have norightto defend them-
selves.
Thehypocrisyinsuchstatementswas
brought into sharp relief when the
United Kingdom’s Foreign Secretary
David Cameron told Sky News pre-
senter, Kay Burley, that Iran, by retali-
atingagainsttheattacksonitbylsrael,
was “reckless and dangerous”. But
when Burley asked him how the UK
wouldreactwereany ofits consulates
to be attacked by another country,
Cameron replied that it would take
“verystrongaction”.

In contrast to the G7, Cuba struck a
morereflective pose: First, it said that
the silence of the UNSC “served as an
incentive for the Iranian response”.

Secondly, thatde-escalatingthe ongo-
ing violence, requires an immediate
and permanent cease-fire in the Gaza
Strip. Thirdly, that peace and stabili-
ty in the Middle East are impossible,
“unless a comprehensive, just, and
permanentsolution totheIsraeli-Pal-
estinian conflictisreached”.

But, why would Israel violate the
territorial space of Syria and attack
the diplomatic mission of Iran, con-
scious of the fact that it was techni-
cally attacking two countries? It
could be a continuation of its policy
of spreadingterrorintheregion. Sec-
ondly,itmightbeanattemptto divert
attention from its ongoing genocide
in Gaza. Thirdly, it could be an at-
tempt to suck in the US and its allies
into its war in the region and widen
the conflicts. Fourthly, it might be a
move to draw out Iran which, after
its peace deals with Saudi Arabia, is
enjoying unprecedented support
across the Muslimworld.

Conscious of Russia’s presence in Syr-
iaand Moscow’s commitment to sup-
porting Damascus, Israel’s attacks
can also be an attempt to provoke a
Russian response and exacerbate the
conflicts in the region. This way, the
conflict in the region can be linked
with thatin Ukraine. If this were to be
the case, then Israel would be playing
the same proxyroleas Ukraine, which
isessentially,acannonfodder.

In taking on various countries simul-
taneously, Israel reminds me of the
Africansayingthatifadoghashuman
backing,itcankillamonkey. The pow-
erful countries using Israel as a hunt-
er’sdogalso have a duty to putitona
leash so it does not constitute a dan-
gertosociety.

On the other hand, the Israeli dog
may have beenlonggone into the wil-
derness and can no longer hear the
hunter’swhistle. Itislike “The Second
Coming,” William Butler Yeats’s fa-
mous poem: “Turning and turning in
the widening gyre; The falcon cannot
hear the falconer; Things fall apart;
The centre cannothold; Mereanarchy
isloosed upon the world; ... And what
rough beast, its hour come round at
last; Slouches towards Bethlehem to
beborn?”

The article first appeared on Vanguard
News.
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Asian OG Qualifier:

Kavianinejad, Mohmadi through
as Iran secures full GR squad for Paris

C DT > Iran became the first country to complete a full set of six
Greco-Roman wrestling quotas for the Paris Olympics.
Amin Kavianinejad and Alireza Mohmadi secured the remaining two slots for
the country thanks to last-four victories in their respective weight classes
in the Asian qualification event in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.
In a repeat of a semifinal clash in last October’s Asian Games, Kavi-
aninejad - a silver winner in Hangzhou - came from behind to defeat
China’s Rui Liu 6-5 in a thrilling 77kg contest.
Liu got off to a flying start in the bid to avenge a criteria loss on
home soil last year, as he completed a roll from par terre and was
then awarded two points following the Iranian’s leg blocking,
but Kavianinejad cut the gap with a counter takedown before
the break.
“Everything was under control, but unfortunately I got a two-point
warning,” Kavianinejad said, adding: “I believe there was no fault on
my part but it made the it more difficult for me.”
Kavianinejad received a passivity point after the break, though
Liu popped out from par terre, leaving the Iranian
trailing 5-3.
The three-time Asian medalist still kept his
nerve and launched several stepouts to
march to victory.
“I won the match in the Asian Games
on criteria but today I was able to
score more technical points de-
spite being under a bit of pres-
sure,” added Kavianinejad, who
is yet to be guaranteed a trip
to Paris as Mohammad-Ali
Geraei is back in fray for
~ the 77kg slot after the
' three-time world bronze
medalist had a one-year
ban over an incident in
last September’s World
Championships lifted by
the international governing
body of the sport.
Later on Sunday, world 82kg silver win-
ner Mohmadi had to dig deep to beat Asian
Games champion Jalgasbay Berdimuratov of Uz-
bekistan 3-2 in a cagy 87kg contest.
Berdimuratov could only manage a one-point stepout from
a throw attempt out of par terre in the first period, while

Iran’s Amin Kavianinejad
celebrates after the victory
over China’s Rui Liu in the
77kg last-four bout in the
Asian 0G Qualifier in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan, on April 21,
2024.
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Mohmadi bagged two from a throw in the same position after the interval.

“I'm so grateful to win the Olympic quota one year after the World Championships, es-
pecially when I had to go from 82kg to 87kg,” Mohmadi said. “I'm confident that I could
keep this weight and I hope I can defeat my opponents in the Olympics.”

The Iranian added: “I'll be looking to fix my flaws and add some new techniques so [ can
deliver some perfect performances and excel in the Olympics.”

Iran had already won four Paris quotas courtesy of top-five finishes across different
weight classes at the World Championships.

Superheavyweight sensation Ali Mirzazadeh will be the Iranian gold hopeful after de-
feating Turkish great in the 130kg final in Belgrade, while reigning Olympic champion
Mohammadreza Geraei (6 7kg) and Mohammad-Hadi Saravi (97kg) bagged a couple of
bronzes and will be chasing a second medal in the Games in the French capital.

Mahdi Mohsennejad also booked his berth with a fifth-place finish in the 60kg contests.
Sunday’s triumphs came two days after Younes Emami (74kg) and rising star Amir-Ali
Azarpira (97kg) took Iran’s freestyle quotas to five in Bishkek.

Ahmad Mohammadnejad failed to reach the 57kg last four but Iran will still have a last
chance for a complete six-man squad when the 2021 world silver winner Alireza Sarlak
gets his campaign underway at the World OG Qualifier in Istanbul next month.

Iran’s Alireza Mohmadi celebrates
after winning the Olympic 87kg
quota in the Asian 0OG Qualifier

in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on April
21,2024.
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‘It'sa disgrace’: Xavi rebukes La Liga
for not having goal-line tech

‘It smells really bad’:
Vafaeli criticises Crucible

AFP - Barcelona coach
Xavi Hernandez blasted
La Liga for not employing
goal-line technology after
his team'’s 3-2 Clasico de-
feat on Sunday left Real
Madrid on the brink of
the title.

The coach was furious
after Lamine Yamal had
a shot which Barcelona
said crossed the line not
given as a goal after offi-
cials could not prove that
it had using VAR.

With the score level
at 1-1 Yamal cleverly
flicked a corner towards
goal and Real Madrid
goalkeeper Andriy Lunin
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pushed the ball to safety,
potentially after it had
crossed the line.

“It’s a disgrace,” said Xavi,
complaining that the
technology used in other
top flights including the
Premier League is not
available in La Liga.

“If we want to be the best
league in the world we
have to advance in this
sense, you have to putin
the technology.”
Barcelona goalkeeper
Marc-Andre ter Stegen
agreed with his coach.
“It’s shameful for foot-
ball, I don’t have the
words,” said the Germa-

ny international.
“There’s so much money
in this world and there’s
no money for what’s
most important.”

Jude Bellingham’s late
winner left champions
Barcelona 11 points be-
hind Real Madrid with six
matches remaining.
“(Madrid) have had an ex-
traordinary league, they
have lost just one game,
they’ve almost wrapped
it up,” admitted Xavi.

“I feel that with the game
we played the normal
thing would be that we
would win.

“We competed very well,

I think we deserved the
three points.”

Xavi’s counterpart Carlo
Ancelotti said he was de-
lighted with his Madrid
side after they beat Man-
chester City on Wednes-
day on penalties to reach
the Champions League
semi-finals and then
produced a late Clasico
winner.

“I'm very proud, because
they were two very de-
manding games,” said the
coach.

“Now we have to prepare
for the final part of the
season, but we are very
well positioned.”

Real Madrid keeper Andriy
Lunin makes a save during a

3-2 victory over Barcelona in La
Laiga at the Santiago Bernabéu
Stadium, Madrid, Spain, on April
21,2024.

THOMAS COEX/AFP

after crashing out to Trump

PA - Hossein Vafaei strongly
criticised the conditions at
the Crucible after crashing
out of the World Snooker
Championship in a 10-5
defeat by former champion
Judd Trump.

The Iranian described the
Sheffield venue as “smelly”,
compared its practice fa-
cilities to “like playing in a
garage”, and questioned the
treatment of players in the
course of the marathon 17-
day event.

“Everything’s so bad - if you
ask me if I want to come
back here, I would tell you
no way,” said Vafaei, who
is no stranger to Crucible
controversy after playing
a rash break-off shot in his
defeat by Ronnie O’Sullivan
last year. “Forget the history,
you want to go somewhere
really nice as a player. You
walk round the Crucible
and it smells really bad. You
go to other countries, and
everything is shiny. But here
it's completely different.
“The practice room - do
you see anything special? |
feel like I'm practising in a
garage.”

Speculation over the fu-
ture of the Crucible, which
has staged the tourna-

ment since 1977, has been
heightened since world
No1 O’Sullivan suggested
it should be moved to Sau-
di Arabia or China when
the existing deal expires in
2027.

Vafaei, who made his debut
in 2022, is clearly no fan
and continued: “Look at the
China venues, how fantastic
they treat the players, a red
carpet and an opening cere-
mony. The players are treat-
ed like stars. But here no
one looks after the players,
before and after the match

RICHARD SELLERS/PA

no one cares who you are.
“If they don’t want to lose
the Crucible invest some
money, make it shinier,
make it nicer, make it more
luxury for the people. If
they make it cleaner and
nicer, people will enjoy it.”
World Snooker Tour re-
sponded in a statement:
“The Crucible is a historic
venue and there are limita-
tions given the size of the
backstage areas. We work
with the Crucible to make
it as welcoming as possible
for players.”
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More than 280 bodies retrieved from mass graves

OIC seeks probe into ‘war crime’
over Khan Younis mass graves

C International Desk )

The Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (01C)
condemned “the horrific
massacres” committed by
Israel following the uncov-

ering of mass graves in the
courtyard of Nasser Medi-
cal Complex in the city of
Khan Younis in the south-
ern Gaza Strip.

The organization said in a
statement that “hundreds

of displaced, wounded,
sick people and medical
teams have been subject-
ed to torture and abuse
before being executed and
buried collectively”.

It called for a probe into “a
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war crime, a crime against
humanity, and organized
state terrorism”, stressing
the need for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court and
the International Court of
Justice “to assume their

responsibilities in this re-
gard”.

Health workers in Gaza
have uncovered at least
283 bodies of people from
a mass grave at the Nasser
Hospital, Gaza’s civil de-
fense agency said.

“Civil defense crews re-
trieved 73 more bodies
from a mass grave, bring-
ing the total figure to 283
bodies since Saturday,”
the agency said in a state-
ment.

Civil defense crews are still
searching for more bodies.
A mass grave was found in
the hospital’s courtyard on
Saturday after the Israeli

Palestinian health workers stand next
to unearthed bodies buried by Israeli
forces in Nasser hospital compound
in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza
Strip on April 21, 2024.

AFP

army withdrew from the
city on April 7 following a
4-month ground offensive.
“We believe that there are
hundreds of bodies still
missing after being exe-
cuted by the Israeli occu-

pation and buried in mass
graves,” the agency said.
According to security
sources, the majority of
the victims who had been
buried in mass graves
were women and chil-
dren.

Associated Press report-
ed the burial area in the
Nasser hospital was built
when Israeli forces were
besieging the facility last
month. At the time, people
were not able to bury the
dead in a cemetery and
dug graves in the hospi-
tal yard, the civil defense
group said.

It said some of the bod-
ies were of people killed
during the hospital
siege. Others were killed
when Israeli forces raid-
ed the hospital, also last
month.

After the military with-
drew from Khan Younis
earlier this month, resi-
dents have been returning
to the site in search of the
bodies of their loved ones
with the aim of burying
them in permanent graves
elsewhere.

Potential EU sanctions

againstlIran

‘reward to aggressor’

C International Desk )

Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Nasser
Kanaani said a plan an-
nounced recently by the
European Union to im-
pose more sanctions on
Iran over its retaliatory
strikes against Israel
would be “rewarding the
aggressor”.

“Should they take [such]
measure, it would go
down in Europe’s history
as a shameful action,” Ka-
naani said.

The official expressed
surprise that Brussels
could go ahead with
sanctioning Tehran over
its legitimate retalia-

tion against Israel, but
had so far stopped short
of levying any punitive
measures against Tel Aviv
over the latter’s unspeak-
able atrocities in the Gaza
Strip.

Kanaani, meanwhile,
reminded the EU that
its previous sanctions
against the Islamic Re-
public had failed to
hinder the country’s
progress. “The policy of
sanctions is a failed poli-
cy,” Kanaani said, advising
the bloc to “learn from
the past.”

European Union leaders
decided on Wednesday to
step up sanctions against
Iran after Tehran’s attack

on Israel on April 13.
Iran launched extensive
missile and drone strikes
on Israel in response to
the regime’s April 1 at-
tack against the Iranian
consulate in Syria’s capi-
tal, Damascus.

The Israel’s airstrike

killed two senior Iranian
military personnel who
were on an advisory mis-
sion to Syria as well as
five of their accompany-
ing officers.

“Iran provided a decisive
and legitimate response
to an illegal action by the
[Israeli] regime against
[our] diplomatic premis-
es that took place in vio-
lation of the international
laws,” Kanaani said.

“But if another mistake
takes place, Iran’s re-
sponse will be stronger,”
he added.

The spokesman described
the Israeli regime as a
“threat to all regional
countries,” adding that
the regime’s war on the
Gaza Strip showed that
“the usurping regime is
no partner to peaceful
plans, and thinks of noth-
ing other than genocide
and forced displacement
of Palestinians.”

Road of Development.

Erdogan visits Iraq
after 12 years

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan arrived in
Baghdad on Monday for his first state visit to Iraq since
2011. During his meetings with top Iraqi officials, Er-
dogan discussed water, oil, regional security, and Iraq’s

“Iraq and Turkey have signed a strategic security pact,
as well as another agreement on water sharing between
Iraq and Turkey,” Iraq’s Prime Minister Mohamed Shia
al-Sudani said in a joint press conference with Erdogan
in Baghdad. “We will not let anyone launch attacks on
the neighboring countries from our territories, and we
will not let anyone breach our sovereignty”

Sudani also said that a quadrilateral memorandum of
understanding between Iraq, Turkey, Qatar, and the
United Arab Emirates has been signed to establish the
necessary frameworks for implementing the Strategic
Development Road project.

Erdogan stressed that they had signed a strategy securi-
ty pact against the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and
the Gulen Movement with Iraq, emphasizing that Iraq
had formally recognized the PKK as a “terrorist” orga-
nization. He also said they have established permanent
committees to address water issues, Iraq’s water scar-
city, environmental issues, and the development of the
trade, tourism, and education sectors.

&, Mohammad Ali Rajabi
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Iranians make first umrah pilgrimage
after nine-year hiatus

C International Desk )

[ranians travelled on Mon-
day to Saudi Arabia for
umrah pilgrimage after a
nine-year hiatus following
a last year diplomatic rap-
prochement between the
two countries.

The first group of pilgrims
departed Iran for Saudi
Arabia through the Shahid
Hashemi Nejad Airport in
northeastern city of Mash-
had.

They are the first Iranians
to make the pilgrimage
since Tehran and Riyadh
agreed in a China-brokered

deal last year to restore ties
and reopen their respective
embassies after more than
seven years. Saudi Arabia
and Iran severed ties in
2016 after Saudi diplomat-
ic missions in Iran were
stormed during protests
over Riyadh’s execution of
Shia cleric Nimr al-Nimr.
The Saudi Ambassador to
Tehran, Abdullah bin Saud
al-Anazi, was present at the
Tehran’s Imam Khomei-
ni International Airport,
along with several Iranian
officials to send off another
group of pilgrims.

A total of 5,720 Iranian um-

rah pilgrims are expected
to head to Saudi Arabia this
year for the umrah pilgrim-
age.

Umrah differs from Hajj in
that the latter is a lengthier
visit which is done once a
year and performed once
in a lifetime by able-bodied
Muslims who can afford it.
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Sanctions
won’'tdampen
Iran’s defense

capacity
By Ebrahim

'z-‘ Beheshti

b Staff writer
The West, spearheaded by the
United States, has an insatia-
ble appetite for sanctioning
Iran. Regardless of whether
the numerous sanctions they
have slapped on Iran over
the years have borne fruit in
terms of achieving their de-
sired outcome, namely a shift
in Tehran’s conduct, they
persist in beating the drum
for mounting pressure on the
Islamic Republic.
Over the weekend, the US
House of Representatives
passed new sanctions tar-
geting Iran as part of the
foreign aid package to Israel,
Ukraine, and Taiwan. If the
bill is greenlit by the Senate
and signed into law by Pres-
ident Joe Biden, Iran will face
fresh sanctions.
During a meeting yesterday,
EU foreign ministers delib-
erated on the prospect of im-
posing further sanctions on
Iran in response to Tehran’s
recent military strike on Is-
rael.
In a previous instance fol-
lowing an online meeting of
the Group of 7 leaders to as-
sess Iran’s retaliatory attack
against Israel, the foreign
ministers of the group voiced
their readiness to collectively
impose more sanctions on
Iran.
Despite already imposing the
harshest sanctions on Iran,
Western nations are gear-
ing up to apply even more
pressure, hoping that these
measures will prompt a shift
in the Islamic Republic’s pol-
icies.
US sanctions imposed by for-
mer president Donald Trump
as part of his “maximum pres-
sure” campaign against Iran,
as highlighted in a report by
Alena Douhan, the UN special
rapporteur, have resulted in
human rights violations and
significant harm, particularly
affecting patients suffering
from certain diseases.
However, these sanctions
have not succeeded in influ-
encing Iran’s policies. This
was evident in Iran’s recent
military action in retaliation
against Israel, showcasing
that not only has the deter-
rence capability of the Islamic
Republic remained intact but
has also been bolstered.
Addressing possible Europe-
an sanctions, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman Nasser
Kanaani said, “If they pro-
ceed with such actions, they
are rewarding an aggressive
regime and engaging in il-
legal actions against a state
that is solely operating with-
in the bounds of internation-
al law to establish deterrence
against an aggressive regime
that flouts international reg-
ulations.”
He added, “Should the Euro-
pean Union take such a step,
it will be deemed illegal and
a shameful blot on the EU’s
history. Any country endors-
ing these sanctions will be re-
membered for supporting and
adhering to sanctions lacking
legal and legitimate grounds
from an international per-
spective.”
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US double standards
on Palestinian issue

P The United

By Zohreh States has pre-
Qanadi vented the Unit-
ed Nations from

recognizing a
PERSPECTIVE gy e

by casting a veto
in the Security Council to deny Palestinians full
membership in the world body. Twelve council
members voted in favor of granting the Pales-
tinians full member status, while the UK and
Switzerland abstained.
Washington has long advocated for a two-state
solution and the veto once again reveals its con-
tradictory stance and double standard policy.
The rejection comes as Israel’s war on the Gaza
Strip has aroused sympathy toward Palestin-
ians around the world and prompted growing
calls for the recognition of the State of Pales-
tine. Since the start of the offensive on October
7, Tel Aviv has killed over 34,000 Palestinians
and injured around 77,000 more.
Now, more than ever, Palestinians are subjected
to the harshest level of aggression, persecution,
and genocide. Despite this, the US unilaterally
killed their UN bid in support of Israel.
After the vote, Robert Wood, the US deputy
ambassador to the UN, said his country “has
worked vigorously and with determination to
support Palestinian statehood in the context of
a comprehensive peace agreement that would
permanently resolve the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict”.
He cited the Hamas resistance movement’s at-
tack on Israel on Oct. 7 as the complicating fac-
tor for the Palestinian application for statehood
and referred to President Joe Biden'’s policy,
stating that sustainable peace in the region can
only be achieved through a two-state solution
with Israel’s security guarantee.
This reflects the US support for the two-state
solution while protecting the interests of both
the US and Israel. As a senior political analyst
Marwan Bishara from Al Jazeera said the US
move demonstrated that “Palestine could only
be a country the way the United States sees it,
or Israel sees it, only at the time that it’s suit-
able to the United States and within the geo-
politics and the global interest of the United
States”.
Enthused with the US move, Israel’s Foreign
Minister Israel Katz praised the decision to
block the proposal, saying, “The shameful
proposal was rejected. Terrorism will not be
rewarded.”
The Security Council has consistently called for
a two-state solution to the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, a result that has failed to materialize
during negotiations between the two sides.
It is worth noting that the two-state solution,
based on pre-1967 borders, would leave out
significant Palestinian territories. Nevertheless,
Washington impeded the very opportunity for
Palestinians to achieve the minimum prereq-
uisites for establishing an independent state,
despite the majority of the global community
supporting the membership.
The latest veto is not the only instance show-
casing its double standard policy. US policy
has always been in line with exacerbating the
regional crisis stemming from the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict. Washington has barely acted
against Israel for its settlement activities in
the occupied West Bank, which is illegal under
international law, as well as the blockade of
Gaza, which has technically turned the coastal
enclave into the world’s largest open-air prison
since 2007.
The US has only confined itself to condemning
the settlements in words, turning a blind eye to
Israel’s atrocities, including crimes against civil-
ians in Gaza and the expansion of settlements
in the West Bank.
The US stance on the Palestinian issue appears
to be aimed at breaking the Palestinians’ will
and forcing them into submission to the occu-
pying power, in order to win more concessions
from them over the two-state solution. How-
ever, the approach has backfired especially in
the wake of Hamas’ Operation Al-Aqsa Storm
on October 7 which once again raised global
awareness and drawn condemnation of Israel’s
handling of the Palestinian issue.

MP: Iran’s missile strike was

limited, cautionary to Israel

- By Sadeq Dehqan

An Iranian parliamentarian
stated that Iran employed
the minimum level of its of-
fensive missile capability
during its recent retaliatory
operation against Israel, as
the primary goal was “to cau-
tion the Zionist regime”.

On April 13, Iran launched
extensive missile and drone
strikes against Israel in re-
sponse to its attack on the
Iranian diplomatic premises
in Syria on April 1, during
which seven Iranian military
advisors were Kkilled. The
“punishment” attack was
also in response to Israel’s
repeated aggression against
Iran and the UN Security
Council’s failure to hold the
regime accountable for the
April 1 attack.

In an exclusive interview with
Iran Daily, Jalil Rahimi Jah-
anabadi said the majority of
the missiles and drones used
in the operation were from
the early generations of Iran’s
military equipment. The in-
tention behind this opera-
tion, he said, “was solely to
issue a warning to the Zionist
regime that if Iran intends to
infiltrate Israel, neither their
Iron Dome nor their regional
and international allies will
be able to stop Iran”.

He added that if the atrocities
of Israel persist, the Islamic

Republic may confront it with
its next-generation weapons
at any time. The member of
the Iranian Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign
Policy Committee said when
several relatively unsophisti-
cated missiles easily bypass
Israel’s defensive barriers
and inflict damage on the
intended military zone, un-
doubtedly Iran’s hypersonic
missiles and next-generation
ballistic missiles can easily
target any point within the
occupied territories.

“However, our operations

were carried out
in a limited manner,

had attacked our consul-

ate in Syria were targeted,”
he emphasized.

“Our forces demonstrated the
capability to conduct opera-
tions of high complexity and
scope to overcome defensive
barriers such as the Iron
Dome as well as the fighter
jets and air defense systems
of NATO forces and Western
countries supporting the Zi-
onist regime.”

Jahanabadi expressed hope

and only bases that ‘

that “the Zionist
regime receives the
messages of this oper-
ation and pays attention
to the core messages of the
operation instead of falling
prey to misunderstandings
and propaganda.”
The lawmaker reiterated that
the operation was solely in
response to Israel’s attack on
the Iranian consulate in Da-
mascus, adding that, “If the
Security Council had taken
appropriate action following
the attack and addressed the
Zionist regime’s breach of

REUTERS

international rules, Iran’s re-
sponse might have differed”.
Regarding the involvement of
regional countries in tracking
the drones and missiles used
in the operation, he high-
lighted Jordan’s role, clari-
fying that no other regional
country besides Jordan was
involved in such an opera-
tion. He concluded that the
matter has been investigat-
ed, and clear messages have
been sent to Jordan and other
concerned countries through
diplomatic channels, express-
ing hope for resolution.

Pakistan, Iran must foster trust

By Syed Ali
Hassan

M

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
arrived in Pakistan, at the head
of political and economic delega-
tion, on a three-day official visit.
His visit to Islamabad, Lahore, and
Karachi will further strengthen
Iran-Pakistan relations in vari-
ous sectors including agriculture,
trade, energy, among others. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Paki-
stan has stated that Pakistan and
Iran have decided to sign a memo-
randum of understanding on coop-
eration in workforce and cinema.
Both countries will take steps for
the exchange of skilled individuals.
After the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, there was a surge in relations
between both countries, reach-
ing its peak during the tenure of
General Zia-ul-Haq, when Iran’s
then-president Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei visited Islamabad
and Lahore. Subsequently, Paki-
stan and Iran started strategic
cooperation, but these relations
gradually decreased after the
death of Zia-ul-Hagq. Pakistan sup-
ported Iran significantly during the
war imposed by Saddam Hussein
on Iran, providing Tehran with
missiles.

Pakistan is currently facing a se-
vere energy crisis, and to some ex-
tent, completing the Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline project has become
inevitable for Pakistan to control
it. And only this project is imme-
diately feasible for Pakistan, or
else if Pakistan discovers a large
amount of natural gas, the present
government has expressed deter-
mination to complete this project
until it reaches completion. While
American authorities have clearly
expressed their reservations about
this project, the current Pakistani
Energy Minister Masood Malik
has called on the US to exclude the
Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline project
from US sanctions.

Pakistan’s attention and priority
should be the completion of the
gas pipeline project, which is in Pa-
kistan’s best interest. This project
was initiated in 1996, and despite
28 years, it has only reached Iran’s
border due to Pakistan’s lack of in-
terest. Pakistan should complete
the work of laying the gas pipeline
within its territorial boundaries
and arrange access to affordable
energy for the Pakistani people.
Although, there are many obstacles
to the promotion of trade between
Pakistan and Iran, smuggling is the
biggest obstacle. A mechanism for
trade in local currencies between
Pakistan and Iran should also be
established soon, which will ben-
efit both countries.

US-Israeli scenario ...

Washington views Isra-
el as the linchpin of its
Page1 > resion-
al poli-
cies in West Asia, with
negotiations with Saudi
Arabia primarily aimed
at safeguarding Israel’s
security and influence
in the region. However,
the underlying objective
is evident: US plans en-
tail Israel’s dominance
in West Asia, a move
intended to bolster its
global standing in geo-
political rivalries and
the restructuring of the
global order.
Given this context, the
failure of Arab-US nego-
tiations to broker a Gaza
cease-fire comes as no
surprise. Arab leaders
often overlook the fact
that all Islamic nations
of the region are viewed
as adversaries by the US
due to their opposition
to Israel. As a result,
they pose a threat to US
interests. The scope of
such enmity varies, but
the common thread is
clear.
If the Palestinian resis-
tance groups, Iran, and
the axis of resistance
are at the forefront of

the American-Israeli
tug-of-war, it will trickle
down to weaken other
Arab countries in the
region. This could in-
volve exerting economic
pressure, limiting access
to new technologies,
sparking internal un-
rest, fomenting regime
change, and even lead-
ing to the disintegration
of these nations in favor
of Israel, thereby shap-
ing the new Middle East.
This blueprint for a new
Middle East, favoring
Israel and the West, is
underway, with the Gaza
conflict serving as a piv-
otal piece. The cessation
of hostilities in Gaza will
not halt this agenda. US
talks for political and
security pacts between
Arab states and Israel
are a tactic to buy time
to advance pro-Israel
policies in the region
gradually. The surge in
US military aid to Israel
underscores this strat-
egy.

Regional Arab players
must resist the incre-
mental implementation
of the US-Israeli agenda.
Elevating the Palestin-
ian cause to a collective

regional concern can
act as a deterrent to the
envisioned American-Is-
raeli Middle East. Mak-
ing the Gaza conflict a
proxy war between Iran
and Israel is a calculated
move to sideline the Pal-
estinian plight, enabling
America to pursue its
agenda in West Asia
with Arab states as tac-
tical pawns.
Organizing a new Is-
lamic summit can rein-
force the primacy of the
Palestinian issue in the
Islamic world. Iran and
influential Arab stake-
holders should persist
in diplomatic efforts for
peace in the Gaza Strip.
Collective political ini-
tiatives supported by
all Islamic nations can
pave the way for prog-
ress.

Leveraging global pub-
lic opinion can serve as
a barrier against poten-
tial American and Israeli
attempts to obscure the
Gaza conflict and fully
occupy Palestinian ter-
ritories. This shared Is-
lamic goal should unite
both Arab and non-Arab
nations in safeguarding
the Palestinian cause.



