
irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir Vol. 7541  Wednesday, April 24, 2024  100,000 rials  8 pagesIranDailyWeb

 License Holder
 Managing Director
 Editor-in-chief
 Int’l & National Desk

 Economy Desk
 Sports Desk
 Iranica Desk
 Arts & Culture Desk

Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)

Ali Kakadezfuli
Mostafa Shirmohammadi
Javad Mohammad Ali, Zohreh Qanadi,  
Ebrahim Beheshti, Amir Mollaee Mozaffari 
Reza Abesh Ahmadlou, Sadeq Dehqan
Amirhadi Arsalanpour
Leila Imeni
Hamideh Hosseini

 Editorial Dept. Tel
 Address
 ICPI Publisher
 Advertising Dept. Tel/Email
 Website
 Email
 Printing House

+98 21 84711171
208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran
+98 21 88548892-5
+98 21 88500601/irandaily@iranagahiha.com
www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir
irandaily@icpi.ir
Iran Cultural & Press Institute

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si highlighted the potential for 
collaborative scientific advance-
ments between Iran, Pakistan, 
and other Eastern nations during 
a meeting with scientific and cul-
tural elites of Punjab state at GC 
University Lahore on Tuesday. 
President Raisi, in his second-day 
trip in Pakistan, expressed satis-
faction at being in Lahore, a city 
rich in history and culture. 
He emphasized the deep-rooted 
ties between Iran and Pakistan, 
describing them as religious, cul-
tural, and civilizational, president.
ir reported. 
Speaking on the importance of 
knowledge and scientific produc-
tion, president Raisi underscored 
their role in empowering nations 
and fostering pride, and the need 
for a synergy between faith and 
science for individual and societal 
success and happiness.
Raisi praised Iqbal Lahori as a 
model scholar, embodying qual-
ities such as knowledge, faith, 
independence, justice, and hu-
manity.
Touching upon global scientif-
ic trends, Raisi criticized the 
Western monopoly in the field 
and highlighted the potential for 
Eastern nations, particularly Pa-
kistan and Iran, to pioneer new 
innovations.
The president questioned West-

ern claims of freedom of thought, 
citing instances of student expul-
sion for supporting oppressed 
causes such as Palestine. 
“What we see in practice is that 
a large number of students are 
expelled from the university (in 
the US) just for supporting the 
oppressed people of Gaza. Is this 
called freedom of thought!?” he 
said.
He denounced Western hypocrisy 
in defending human rights while 
supporting actions that violate 
them, particularly in the case of 
Palestine.
He expressed confidence in the 
eventual liberation of Palestine 
and Al-Quds, condemning Zionist 
aggression and emphasizing the 
solidarity of Iran and Pakistan in 
defending the oppressed.
“We have no doubt that the re-
sistance of the heroic nation of 
Palestine will liberate Gaza, Pal-
estine and the Al-Quds. We have 
no doubt that the hatred that 
has been created in the Islamic 
world and the world of humanity 
towards the Zionists and Ameri-
cans will become the revenge of 
the nations and the end of the Zi-
onist regime and the end of this 
child-killing regime,” the presi-
dent noted. 
Pointing to Iran’s recent retalia-
tory operation against the Israeli 
military targets, the president 

said, “If the Zionist regime once 
again makes a mistake and in-
vades the holy land of Iran, the 
situation will be different and it 
is not clear that there will be any-
thing left of this regime.”
He emphasized the importance 
of mutual understanding be-
tween Iran and Pakistan, despite 
attempts by external forces to un-
dermine their relationship.
During his visit to Lahore, pres-
ident Raisi paid homage to the 
late Iqbal Lahori, a revered figure 
in Pakistan, highlighting Lahore’s 
significance as a cultural symbol 

of the country. 
Raisi expressed his commitment 
to strengthening cultural ties be-
tween the two nations.
Furthermore, on the second 
day of his trip to Pakistan, pres-
ident Raisi held a meeting with 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, Chief Min-
ister of Punjab State, where they 
discussed the growing relations 
between Iran and Pakistan since 
the Islamic Revolution. 
“The Punjab province and the city 
of Lahore are not just a cultural 
region, but are rapidly progress-
ing, and I hope... we will witness 

further acceleration in its cultur-
al, social, and economic develop-
ment,” Raisi added.
Visiting the tomb of Allama Mu-
hammad Iqbal in Lahore, Punjab, 
central eastern Pakistani prov-
ince, president Raisi praised the 
late Iqbal Lahori’s cultural in-
fluence, citing him as a beloved 
figure among Iranians, known as 
the “Star of the Eastern Sky” by 
the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution. 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif expressed 
gratitude for president Raisi’s 
visit to Punjab and his homage to 

Iqbal Lahori. 
She pledged to exert efforts to 
further enhance Iran-Pakistan 
relations.
Both sides agreed to expand Per-
sian language education in Pa-
kistan, given the shared cultural 
background and interest in Per-
sian language in the country. 
Raisi affirmed Iran’s readiness to 
cooperate in this regard, assign-
ing the Minister of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance to collaborate 
with Pakistani authorities to fa-
cilitate this initiative.

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist Two Iranian writers to participate 

in 39th IBBY Int’l Congress

PEN America cancels 2024 awards 
after authors drop out over Gaza

Two Iranian experts from 
the Institute for the Intel-
lectual Development of 
Children and Young Adults 
have been selected to pres-
ent their papers at the 39th 
IBBY International Con-
gress in 2024. 

Farzaneh Rahmani will dis-
cuss “Cultural Justice and 
Promoting Reading through 
Letter Writing,” while Hos-
sein Toolaei will present 
on “Specialized Libraries 
of Literary Associations as 
Tools for Adolescent Audi-

ence Development.” 
Both are literary profes-
sionals from the institute 
and have been invited to 
share their insights at the 
congress, scheduled to take 
place in Trieste, Italy, from 
August 30 to September 1, 
2024, IRNA reported. 
The congress theme is “Join 
the Revolution! Giving Ev-
ery Child Good Books.” The 
program will feature con-
ferences, workshops, and 
diverse exhibitions, with 
a focus on sharing expe-
riences and methods for 
selecting, producing, and 
promoting quality books, 

as well as fostering reading 
education. 
The organizers of the con-
gress have extended invita-
tions to these two literary 
experts from the institute 
to participate and present 
their papers orally.

The writers group PEN America 
canceled its 2024 annual awards, 
just a week before the ceremo-
ny, after facing widespread and 
mounting criticism over its re-
sponse to Israel’s war on Gaza.
Sixty-one authors and translators 
were nominated for awards, but 
28 of them withdrew their books 
from consideration, according to a 
statement released on Monday.
Nine of 10 authors nominated for 
the PEN/Jean Stein book award, in-
cluding Maya Binyam and Camon-
ghne Felix, withdrew from consid-
eration, the Guardian reported. 
“This is a beloved event and an 

enormous amount of work goes 
into it, so we all regret this out-
come but ultimately concluded it 
was not possible to carry out a cel-
ebration in the way we had hoped 
and planned,” Suzanne Nossel, the 
chief executive of the literary and 
free expression organization, said 
in a statement on Monday.
Clarisse Rosaz Shariyf, literary pro-
gramming chief officer, added that 
it had been a difficult decision to 

cancel.
“We greatly respect that writers 
have followed their consciences, 
whether they chose to remain as 
nominees in their respective cat-
egories or not,” said Rosaz Shariyf.
The decision followed intense and 
escalating protests demanding that 
the organization take a more force-
ful stance on the Palestinian plight 
and demand a ceasefire in Gaza 
following Israel’s military offen-

sive in the territory, in response to 
the Hamas-led attack on southern 
Israel last October.
The estate requested that PEN 
America donate the $75,000 award 
to the Palestine Children’s Relief 
Fund.
“In the context of Israel’s ongoing 
war on Gaza, we believe that PEN 
America has betrayed the organi-
zation’s professed commitment to 
peace and equality for all, and to 
freedom and security for writers 
everywhere,” the letter read.
The award ceremony would have 
taken place on 29 April at the 
Town Hall in New York City.

Tehran, Islamabad 
share potential for 
innovation: Raisi

Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi and 
his delegation visit 
GC University Lahore, 
Pakistan on April 23, 
2024.
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