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What fuels this tug-of-war 
over identity, in other words, 

w h e r e  d o e s 
t h e  c o n f l i c t 

originate and who are the 
parties involved?
Stemming from this identi-
ty conflicts, factions on both 
sides, namely Republicans and 
Democrats, feel marginalized 
within the political system. 
They believe their demands go 
unheard by the administration. 
These groups feel stifled within 
official organizations, unable to 
advocate for their needs or see 
them addressed. 
Consequently, they voice their 
concerns outside the con-
ventional political and social 
frameworks, emphasizing their 
identity facets and pushing for 
their recognition. They perceive 
the official system as failing to 
cater to popular demands and 
taxpayers’ needs, hence we are 
witnessing a grassroots evo-
lution of political processes, 
with activism spilling onto the 
streets, translating demands 
into acts of political and social 
dissent.

Is the campus now, in its ca-
pacity as an official entity, 
openly criticizing official pol-

icies in the US?
As of now, the university as an 
organization has transitioned 
from its traditional academ-
ic role to one with political 
and social undertones. In the 
United States, segments of the 
student body have embroiled 
themselves in the same identi-
ty struggles, feeling that official 
policies fail to address the di-
verse needs of the people from 
all walks of life. This shift has 
reshaped the ongoing identity 
conflicts outside mainstream 
debates. 
Initially anticipated to be short-
lived, these student demonstra-
tions have persisted, drawing 
parallels to the 1960s student 
movement and protests against 
the Vietnam War. Notably, iden-
tity struggles have made their 
way into official debates, caus-
ing a fundamental change as 
the usual compromise between 
the two dominant factions in 
major domestic or foreign poli-
cy decisions seems absent. For 
instance, bipartisan collabora-
tion, like the recent approval 
of the aid package for Israel, 
has faced harsh criticism from 
external sectors, including stu-
dents.
Presently, there are two critical 

factions feeling marginalized 
by official policies. The first 
faction, known as the “far-right 
whites,” allege that a shadow 
government and clandestine 
agendas in Washington have 
led official policies astray from 
authentic American interests. 
The second group comprises 
leftists, also referred to as pro-
gressives or socialists, who find 
themselves sidelined from posi-
tions of official influence. These 
socialists argue that US foreign 
policy concerning Israel and its 
substantial support contradict 
the best interests of American 
taxpayers.

Did the 2020 presidential 
election result in heightened 
social divisions within Amer-
ican society? Do these recent 
protests signify a widening 
gap between society and the 
political establishment?
Basically, debates around 
identity conflicts highlight the 
presence of social rifts. While 
social divisions have long been 
present in American society, 
the recent demonstrations 
and events represent a new 
dimension of this societal di-
vide. Identity conflicts revolve 
around issues of acknowledg-

ment and recognition, often 
culminating in heightened po-
litical tensions.
Therefore, I interpret the recent 
student protests as a continua-
tion of these ongoing identity 
conflicts, given their scope and 
persistence. Typically, matters 
relating to foreign policy have 
limited impact on domestic 
politics. However, the specific 
case of the US administration’s 

support for Israel during the 
Gaza was has spilled over into 
domestic political discourse, 
potentially influencing elec-
tion campaigns. For instance, 
in Michigan, a swing state in 
elections, a significant por-
tion of Muslims might abstain 
from voting in protest against 
Biden’s policies, thereby bol-
stering Trump’s electoral pros-
pects.

Israeli soldiers enter the Gaza Strip.
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Tuesday marked the 200th 
day of Israel’s brutal war 
on the Gaza Strip, with 
over 34,000 people dead, 
more than 77,000 others 
wounded, and half of its 
population of 2.4 million 
displaced.
Despite warnings from all 
including allies, the Israeli 
military continues to signal 
its intent to launch a dev-
astating assault on the city 
of Rafah, where over one 
million Palestinians seek 
shelter, casting a shadow 
of concern over the region.
There has been increas-
ing worldwide opposition 
to the regime’s assault in 
Gaza, which resulted in 
the extensive destruction 
of the densely populated 
region, a severe humani-
tarian crisis, and concerns 
of famine.
The Israeli attack began in 
response to Hamas’ Octo-
ber 7 attack, which claimed 
1,170 Israeli lives. On the 
dawn of that day, the re-
sistance group carried 
out a unique operation by 
attacking Israeli settle-
ments near Gaza, seizing 

tegic failure, the Israelis 
made a strategic misstep by 
deciding to launch a ground 
invasion into the Gaza Strip. 
Despite warnings from 
resistance groups, they 
believed they could easi-
ly enter Gaza, assassinate 
resistance commanders 
within a short period, and 
ultimately subdue Gaza.
Not only did the Israeli 
army fail to achieve its ob-
jectives inside Gaza, but 
also failed to release its 
own prisoners outside a 
prisoner exchange agree-
ment. Several of their cap-
tives were even killed in 
their own attacks, fueling 
the anger of the families of 
the captives against the de-
cision-makers in Tel Aviv, 
to the point that they are 
demanding the overthrow 
of the cabinet.
Already weakened by var-
ious factors including in-
tensified economic and 
political crises domestical-
ly, heavy blows from the re-
sistance axis, and inability 
to achieve its illusory goals 
in Gaza, Israel found itself 
in a vulnerable position. It 
suffered its third strategic 

Symbol of ‘failure’
The first strategic failure 
of Israel was its lack of an-
ticipation and intelligence 
about the starting day of the 
operation, exacerbated by 
misinformation about the 
military capabilities of the 
resistance groups, which 
became more evident with 
each passing day as the war 
prolonged.
Despite all the inhumane at-
tacks against civilians, espe-
cially women and children, 
Israel’s army has suffered 
unprecedented blows and 
losses in Gaza. The Israelis 
are forced to admit defeat 
against the Palestinian re-
sistance. This became fur-
ther evident when Maj. Gen. 
Aharon Haliva, the head of 
intelligence for Israel’s mil-
itary, resigned last Monday 
following the intelligence 
failures that preceded the 
Hamas-led attacks on Israel, 
making him the most senior 
official to offer to step down 
in the wake of the assault. 
He became a symbol of 
“the failure” to prevent the 
deadliest attack in Israel’s 
history.
Even though the massacre 

army bases, and capturing 
dozens of Israelis. Experts 
amounted the operation 
to a strategic failure for 
the Zionist regime and 
its “mythical” claims sur-
rounding its military.
Following the operation, 
Israel launched its own 
offensive on the Gaza Strip 
in an attempt to disman-
tle Palestinian resistance 
groups within a few days 
and gain control of the be-
sieged strip. However, this 
move led to several strate-
gic defeats over the course 
of more than six months.
Hamas’ Operation Al-Aqsa 
Storm has brought about 
a significant awakening of 
public opinion regarding 
the Palestinian issue. This 
shift is widely seen as a re-
markable achievement of 
the operation.
Now, the war has passed its 
200th day. Yet, the Israeli 
army remains unsuccessful 
in achieving its illusory ob-
jectives as several strategic 
mistakes have been made 
on the part of the political 
and military authorities 
of the regime in attacking 
Gaza.

defeat when it made the 
mistake of targeting the 
Iranian consulate in Da-
mascus early this month.
After its false narrative of 
victimhood began to erode 
globally in light of its brutal 
actions during the months-
long war in Gaza, Israel 
sought to regain its interna-
tional and domestic support 
by taking a new initiative. 
However, the attack on the 
consulate building backfired 
as well, resulting in another 
strategic failure.
In response to its April 1 
attack on the Iranian dip-
lomatic premises in Syria, 
Iran launched extensive 
missile and drone strikes 
against Israel.
The consulate attack and 
the subsequent miscalcula-
tion regarding Iran’s capac-
ity to deliver a “punishing” 
response marked another 
strategic setback since the 
Operation Al-Aqsa Storm.
Israel has repeatedly been 
warned not to launch a 
major offensive in Rafah 
to avoid more civilian ca-
sualties, but perhaps the 
planned attack on the 
southern city of the Gaza 
Strip would be the regime’s 
last strategic mistake as it 
resorts to an unintended 
suicide.

in Gaza has been ongoing 
for months, the Israelis are 
dreaming of a post-war sce-
nario in Gaza where Hamas 
is destroyed. Meanwhile, 
the resistance continues to 
strike forcefully at the Is-
raeli army, inflicting heavy 
casualties every day.
Moreover, in support of 
the Palestinian people in 
the Gaza Strip, resistance 
groups outside the strip 
have also carried out missile 
and rocket attacks, targeting 
the occupied territories and 
opening other fronts against 
the regime.
In its latest move, Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah movement on 
Tuesday waged its deepest 
attack inside Israel since 
the war began. It launched 
drone attacks on two Israeli 
bases in retaliation for the 
killing of two of its fighters.
On the other hand, the Ye-
meni military seized sever-
al Israeli-linked ships in the 
Bab el-Mandeb strait during 
the past months in support 
of and solidarity with op-
pressed Gazans.

Ground invasion
As their second major stra-

Student protests a ...

A woman holds up a doll as students 
build a protest encampment in support of 
Palestinians, at the University of Southern 
California’s Alumni Park, amid the ongoing 
Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip, in Los 
Angeles, California, April 24.
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