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~ Raisi Honors Iranian

Nameplate capacity
of power stations up

Where is the red line? by 9,000MW: Official
% > The electricity generation capacity

Netanyahu’s Rafah assault begs the question

of power plants in Iran has increased
by about 9,000MW in less than three
years, announced an official at the
Thermal Power Plants Holding

Company (rpPPH) on Tuesday. >
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Iran exporting
techno-
engineering
servicesin
water, soil
sectorsto

19 countries
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Iran is exporting technical,
engineering and electro-
mechanical services to 19
countries, including Iraq,
Armenia and Uzbekistan,
said the deputy minister of
agriculture for water and
soil affairs.

Safdar Niazi Shahraki also
said that 50 percent of the
projects of the ministry are
related to water and soil,
reported IRNA
Niazi Shahraki pointed to
the smarting of the irri-
gation system and noted
that intelligent irrigation
systems should replace the
current systems and the
country should employ ir-
rigation systems according
to the world’s most modern
technologies.

Meanwhile, the chief execu-
tive of Iran’s East Azerbai-
jan Regional Water Compa-
ny said on Tuesday that the
Qiz Qalasi Dam, the largest
joint water project between
Iran and the Republic of
Azerbaijan, will become
operational in the coming
days.

The construction operation
of the dam, which is the
most important project in
the northwest of the coun-
try, has been completed
and it will be inaugurated
in the coming days in the
presence of Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi and his
Azeri counterpart Ilham
Aliyev, Yousef Ghaffarzadeh
stated.

The project, which includes
the development of the
Khoda Afarin reservoir dam
196km downstream of the
Aras River with a capacity
of 1.6 billion cubic meters
has been fully designed and
implemented by expert Ira-
nian engineers, he empha-
sized.
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he electricity generation capac-
ity of power plants in Iran has

~ increased by about 9,000MW in
less than three years, announced
an official at the Thermal Power

~ Plants Holding Company (TPPH)

on Tuesday.

Hadi Modageq, the director gen-
eral of the macroplanning office
|°f the TPPH pointed to the syn-
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IRNA reported.

chronization of 46 newly-inau-
gurated thermal power plants
with a total capacity of 6,584MW
since August 2021, saying that
all efforts were done to reduce
shortages across the country and
to have sustainable power grid,

He also added that steam units
with a total generation capacity of

2,380 megawatts ha
nected to the nationwi

ity grid since August 20
Electricity generation

of thermal power plants
currently stands at 75,5
the official announced n

that a sum of over 9,000MW wi

2025.

be added to the figure by August

Know-how to produce fire-safe polymers
indigenized

The researchers of a
new technology-based
firm (NTBF) based in the
Incubation Center of the
Materials and Energy Re-
search Center (MERC) have
achieved the technology
of making fire-safe poly-
mers.

Mahmoud Shahriari, the
managing director of
the Barad Materials and
Technology Innovators
Company, stated that
by achieving the know-
how to produce fire-safe

polymers, the NTBF suc-
ceeded in designing as
well as production of the
parts needed by several
industries, according to a
report by merc.ac.ir.

The technology devel-
oper went on to say that
the price of fire-safe poly-
mers made by his firm is
totally affordable as are
offered to the markets
with a third of the price
of similar foreign-made
parts.

Pointing to the advan-

tages of the said product,
he noted that the indige-
nized product is resistant
to degradation at high
temperatures.

“The automatic glass, tile
and ceramic production
line machineries enjoy
advanced technology as
operate at high speed and
temperature,” Shahri-
ari stated adding that
fire-safe polymers by his
NTBF meet the standards
for the said machineries.
Stating that this technol-
ogy is used for various
industries, he said “In
addition to the glass and
tile industries, the know-
how is being further de-
veloped by our firm to be
used in more industries
operated at higher tem-
perature, including parts
related to heat treatment
furnaces, heaters, cruci-

bles.

According to the report,
several parts used in the
glassware and tile indus-
try have been indigenized
with the noted technolo-
gy.

As stated, fire-safe poly-
mers are polymers that
are resistant to degrada-
tion at high temperatures.
There is also dire need for
fire-resistant polymers in
the construction of small,
enclosed spaces such as
skyscrapers, boats, and
airplane cabins. In these
tight spaces, ability to
escape in the event of
a fire is compromised,
increasing fire risk. Fire-
safe polymers also find
application as adhesives
in aerospace materials,
insulation for electronics,
and in materials such as
canvas tenting.
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Minister urges removal of
export barriers between
Tehran, Baghdad

Iran’s minister of econom-
ic affairs and finance em-
phasized the removal of
barriers in the way of ex-
porting technical and engi-
neering services between
Tehran and Baghdad.
Speaking in a meeting
with Iraqi Minister of
Trade Atheer Daoud Sal-
man Al-Ghariri in Tehran,
Ehsan Khandouzi point-
ed to the progress of the
trade and economic re-
lations between the two
countries and stressed the
need to remove barriers in
the field of export of the
technical and engineering
services, IRNA reported.
He also called for develop-
ing financial and currency
exchanges and acceler-
ating the construction of
road and railway projects

between the two sides.
Regarding the launch of
the Iran-Iraq Joint Indus-
trial Town, Khandouzi
said that preliminary mea-
sures have been taken by
the two countries for the
project.

The minister referred
to the development of a
railway between the two
countries and urged the
Iraqi side to embark on
delivering the land for ac-
celerating the construction
operation of this project.
Khandouzi also pointed
to the high capacities of
Iranian technical and en-
gineering companies and
stated that the removal of
trade barriers in this field
can help increase coop-
eration between the two
countries.

Annual trade of $20b possible for Iran-KRG

President of Iraq’s Kurdistan
region Nechirvan Barzani
was in Tehran Monday, head-
ing a high-level delegation to
bolster relations and explore
opportunities for coopera-
tion.

Nazim Dabbagh, represent-
ing the Kurdistan Regional
Government in Tehran, em-
phasized the significance of
the visit, noting Iran’s view
of Iraqi Kurds as a strategic
ally, Press TV wrote.

Since the overthrow of the
Baath regime in 2003, Iraq
and the Kurdistan Region
have become two import-
ant destinations for Iranian
goods. Iran’s trade volume
with Iraq and the Kurdistan
Region has stood at around
13 billion dollars in recent
years, just over half of which
is through around half a doz-

en land border crossings
with areas under the control
of the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG). Iranian
officials have repeatedly said
that they want to increase
the volume to 20 billion dol-
lars in coming years.
According to the Iraqi Kurd-
istan’s Importers and Ex-
porters Union, Iran ranks as
the second-largest trading
partner of the Iraqi Kurdistan
region, just behind Turkey.
Their annual trade amounts
to approximately $6 billion.
The Iraqi Kurdistan’s market
offers the best opportunity
for the presence of Iran’s ca-
pabilities in various fields.
Over the last two decades, it
has seen the regional coun-
tries jockeying for position,
but Iran’s presence in the
market has been minimal

despite the existence of
common cultural and so-
cial capacities between the
two sides. Various memo-
randums have been signed,
especially by the provincial
authorities in recent years,
but the presence of Iranians
in the regional market is not
proportional to the capacities
and talents at their disposal.

For example, there is signifi-
cant capacity in the medical
sector in Iran’s Kurdish-pop-
ulated regions near the bor-
der, which can be used by pa-
tients and clients from Iraq,
including the Iraqi Kurdistan.
Currently, the presence of
health tourists from the Iraqi
Kurdistan in Iran’s Kurdish
regions is a familiar sight,
but there is still room for
much bigger numbers given
the existing capacities and

linguistic and cultural simi-
larities.

The Iraqi Kurdistan and Iran
are connected through three
official and internationally
recognized border cross-
ings: Parviz Khan in Garmi-
yan, Haji Omran in Erbil, and
Bashmakh in Sulaymaniyah.
Additionally, trade persists
between the two regions
through semi-official bor-
der points such as Shushme,
Sayranban, Kele, and Pishtay
Tawela.

Kermanshah in Iran alone
has 371 km of land border-
ing the Kurdistan Region and
Iraq, with six border cross-
ings and border markets.
Food industries and indus-
trial products are one of
the most important market
needs of the Iraqi Kurds, for
which there are significant

capacities in the Iranian
Kurdistan.

Overall, Iraq has always had a
significant place in Iran’s in-
ternational trade, where the
export of engineering ser-
vices to rebuild the country’s
infrastructure is more desir-
able than the export of goods.
The Arab country, not the
least the autonomous Kurd-
istan region, depends on oil
for about 96% of its income.
Years of occupation by US-
led forces, the Daesh sedition
and internal fight lingering
from the time of former dic-

tator Saddam Hussein have

destroyed Iraq’s infrastruc-
ture. Hence, engineering
services and infrastructure
projects are not only more
economical for investment
than exporting goods, but
also entail in better returns.
However, strict and redun-
dant laws and practices out-
side the usual commercial
frameworks are a key hur-
dle, which require the two
sides to facilitate the terms
of trade exchanges.

They also need to perk up
interaction between the pri-

vate and public sectors, and
facilitate business conditions
and procedures.

For Iran, failure to benefit
from available capacities
will take away the best op-
portunity to export technical
and engineering goods and
services and allow Turkish
companies to solidify their
foothold in the region.

The fate of Iranians and
Kurds is inextricably inter-
twined, where none has lived
without the other, with their
close kinship manifesting it-
self in every aspect of their
life.

On Monday, President Bar-
zani was on point when he
cited former president of
Iraq’s Kurdistan Masoud
Barzani famously saying that
late Iranian general Qassem
Soleimani was the first who
came to the rescue of Kurds
after they were attacked by
Daesh terrorists in 2014.
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Darak Beach, a coastal paradise of

Iranica : 9

nature and culture

Nestled along the azure waters of the Gulf of
Oman, the coastal city of Chabahar in south-
eastern Iran is home to a hidden gem, Darak
Beach. This pristine stretch of shoreline of-
fers a captivating blend of natural beauty, rich
cultural heritage, and a serene ambiance that
beckons travelers seeking an escape from the
hustleand bustle of everyday life.

Darak Beach, with its golden sands, crys-
tal-clear waters, and rugged coastal land-
scapes, is a true oasis amidst the arid deserts
and towering mountains that characterize
much of Iran’s southeastern region. Yet, this
coastal haven is a testament to the incredible
diversity and natural splendor that this an-
cient land has to offer, inviting visitors to dis-
cover a side of Iran that is both breathtaking
and deeply rooted inits rich cultural tapestry,
amazingiran.mediawrote.

A harmonious fusion of nature and
culture

What sets Darak Beach apart from other
coastal destinations is its harmonious fusion
ofnaturalbeautyand cultural richness. As you
stroll along the shoreline, you’ll be greeted by
the gentlelappingofthe Gulf of Oman’s waves,
whilethe rugged cliffsand rocky outcrops cre-
ate a dramatic backdrop, adding to the area’s
scenicallure.

The beach itself is a pristine canvas, adorned
with golden sands that stretch as far as the
eye can see, inviting visitors to sink their toes
into the warmth and let the gentle rhythm of
the waves wash away their worries. Yet, justa
stone’sthrow away, the vibrant culture of Cha-
bahar and the Baluchestan comes alive, with
its distinctive architecture, mouth-watering
cuisine, and warm hospitality that embraces
visitors with openarms.

Ahaven for marinelife

Darak Beach is more than just a stunning
coastal destination; it is a thriving ecosystem
thatharbors aremarkable diversity of marine
life. The Gulf of Oman, which laps the shores
of Darak Beach, is home to a vast array of spe-
cies, including colorful coral reefs, schools of
vibrant tropical fish, and even the occasional
dolphin or whale sighting.

Along the shoreline and in the nearby coastal
areas, a wealth of birdlife flourishes, creating
a true paradise for avid birdwatchers and na-
ture enthusiasts. From majestic raptors soar-
ing overhead to migratory shorebirds forag-
ingalongthe water’s edge, Darak Beach offers
afront-row seatto the wonders ofnatureinall
itsglory.

Eco-tourism and sustainable
practices

In recent years, there has been a growing
emphasis on promoting eco-tourism and
sustainable practices in the region, ensuring
that the natural treasures of Darak Beach are

preserved for generationsto come.Local com-
munities and environmental organizations
have joined forces to implement responsible
tourism initiatives, educating visitors on the
importance of minimizing their ecological
footprint and respecting the delicate balance
ofthelocal ecosystems.

Visitors can embark on guided snorkeling or
diving excursions, participate in beach clean-
up activities, and learn about the rich biodi-
versity that thrives in this coastal paradise.
By embracing sustainable practices, Darak
Beach not only preserves its natural beauty
but also fosters a deeper appreciation and
understanding of the importance of environ-
mental conservation.

Traditionsand hospitality

No visit to Darak Beach would be complete
without immersing oneself in the rich cultur-
al tapestry of Chabahar and the surrounding
area. This area, nestled along the coast of the
GulfofOman, hasbeena crossroads of civiliza-
tions for centuries, with its unique traditions
and customs reflecting the diverse influences
thathave shapeditshistory.

From the distinctive architecture of the re-
gion, with its intricately designed wind tow-
ers and mud-brick structures, to the mouth-
watering cuisine that celebrates the bounty of
the sea and the desert, Chabahar and Baluch-
estan offer a cultural experience like no other.
Visitors can explore ancient fishing villages,
attend local festivals, and witness the incred-
ible hospitality of the local communities, who
take great pride in sharing their heritage with
guests fromaround the world.

Outdooradventuresandrecreational
activities

Darak Beach is not just a destination for re-
laxation and cultural immersion; italso offers
a wealth of outdoor adventures and recre-
ational activities for those seeking an adrena-
line-fueled experience.

Visitors can embark on hiking and trekking
expeditions through the rugged coastal land-
scapes and nearby mountain ranges, discov-
eringhidden coves, ancientruins, and breath-
taking vistas along the way.

For water enthusiasts, the Gulf of Oman pro-
vides ample opportunities for activities such
as swimming, snorkeling, diving, and stand-
up paddleboarding (SUP), allowing visitors to
explore crystal-clear waters and bask in the
tranquility of this coastal paradise. Adventure
seekers can also indulge in thrilling activities
like rock climbing, mountain biking, and even
desert safaris, offering a unique perspective
on the diverse landscapes that surround Da-
rak Beach.

Sustainability and community-driven
tourism
As the popularity of Darak Beach continues

to grow, there is a concerted effort to strike a
delicate balance between promoting tourism
and preserving the area’s natural and cultural
heritage. Local communities and authorities
have recognized the importance of sustain-
able tourism practices, ensuring that the
influx of visitors does not come at the cost of
environmental degradation or the erosion of
localtraditions.

Through a community-driven approach, ini-
tiatives have been implemented to minimize
the ecological impact of tourism activities,
such as promoting eco-friendly accommo-
dations, implementing waste management
programs, and regulating visitor numbers to
prevent overcrowding and strain on local re-
sources.

Empoweringlocal communities
Moreover, there is a strong emphasis on em-
powering local communities and ensuring
thattheyareactive participantsinthe tourism
industry. By providing training and support
for local guides, artisans, and small business
owners, Darak Beachisnotonly preservingits
cultural heritage butalso creating sustainable
economic opportunities for the region’s res-
idents.

Visitors can immerse themselves in authentic
cultural experiences, such as staying in tra-
ditional guesthouses, participating in local
handicraft workshops, or attending cooking
classes that showcase the region’s culinary
traditions. By supporting these communi-
ty-driven initiatives, travelers not only gain a
deeper appreciation for the local culture but
also contribute to the preservation of a way
of life that has been passed down for genera-
tions.

Darak Beachin Chabaharisatrue gem,aplace
where nature’s majesty and cultural richness
intertwine in a breathtaking symphony of
beauty and tradition. From its pristine shores
and crystal-clear waters to the rugged coastal
landscapes and nearby mountain ranges that
frame this coastal paradise, Darak Beach of-
fers a truly unique and unforgettable experi-
ence.

As visitors immerse themselves in the natu-
ral wonders and cultural heritage of this re-
gion, they are reminded of the importance
of preserving and protecting these precious
resources for future generations. Through
sustainable tourism practices and commu-
nity-driven initiatives, Darak Beach serves as
a model for how to strike a delicate balance
between promoting tourism and safeguard-
ing the delicate ecosystems and cultural tra-
ditions that make this destination so special.
Whether you're seeking a tranquil escape, an
adventure-filled getaway, or a deeper immer-
sion into Iran’s rich cultural tapestry, Darak
Beach in Chabahar beckons, inviting you to
discoverahidden gem thatwillleave anindel-
iblemarkonyourheartand soul.
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Netanyahu's Rafah assaultbegs the question

Whereisitheredilinez

PERSPECTIVE

At a particularly heated session of
the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Se-
curity Committee on December 11,
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu lectured his fellow MPs:
“Some ofyou don’t understand what
it is to win a war. A war is won with
arms and international credit.”

In the same meeting, he spoke of his
plantousethewartogainIsraelicon-
trol over the so-called “Philadelphi

Corridor’, the 14km strip of land in
the Gazan city of Rafah that consti-
tutes Palestine’s international bor-
derwith Egypt. Naturally, suchaplan
would be unachievable without an
invasion of Rafah, which hasinrecent
months become the main sanctuary

—ifacityonthebrinkoffaminecould
be called that — for more than a mil-
liondisplaced Palestinians.

On Monday morning, Mr. Netanya-
hu’s long-telegraphed battle for Ra-
fah seemed to have begun, with the
Israeli military warning 100,000

Palestinians there to leave as it
was preparing to act “with extreme
force”. They were asked to make
their way to Al-Mawasi, a makeshift
camp that charities have warned is
woefully inadequate to accommo-
datesuch aninflux.

= = el T . T ——
- e o T ' ____-..—_.-r' il I - .- - b ! -'I" e

Israel has more than enough arms
to make good on its invasion threats,
evenifitsinternational creditrunsdry.
The unanimity with which the inter-
national community has condemned
Mr. Netanyahu’s designs on Rafah is
remarkable. The US, the UK,and the EU
have all agreed the devastation would
be intolerable, particularly in the ab-
sence of a credible humanitarian plan
to protect the huge number of civilians
trapped there.

In February, British Foreign Secre-
tary David Cameron implored Israel
to think carefully about potential vio-
lations of international law: “It is im-
possible to see how you can fighta war
among these people [in Rafah]. There’s
nowhereforthemtogo.”

On March 9, US President Joe Biden
told the Americanbroadcaster MSNBC
in a televised interview that an inva-
sionofRafah“isaredline”.

And yet, Mr. Netanyahu’s constant
inching in that direction has been tol-
erated. Three days after Mr. Biden’s
comment, the US National Security Ad-
viser, Jake Sullivan, flatly denied it was
evermade.

These mixed messages have let down
Gaza's civilians, undermined both Is-
raeli and Palestinian long-term secu-
rity, and emboldened Mr. Netanyahu’s
worstimpulses.

Those impulses include the pursuit
of a “total victory”, in the Prime Min-
ister’s words, in Rafah where there
is none. Threatening the city may
have made sense in earlier weeks of
the conflict, as a negotiating tactic to
pressure Hamas into concessions.
Thus far, however, none have come —
and in any case, Mr. Netanyahu said
last week his assault on Rafah would
take place “with or withoutadeal”.
Meanwhile, the military aims — de-
stroying Hamas and realising Israeli
ambitions for the Philadelphi Corridor
— are not compelling. Even if Hamas’s
command structure were crippled or
destroyed, the scale of inevitable casu-
alties will only strengthen the argument
for militancy in the minds of young Pal-
estinians. Hamas, or other groupslikeit,
willresurge—ifnotnow, thenlater.
And if Mr. Netanyahu is made to feel
he has unlimited credit in Washing-
ton and London, he should be under
no such illusion in Cairo. Egyptian
officials have already warned the dis-
placement of large numbers of Pales-
tinians into the Sinai and Israeli mili-
tary occupation of the border could
undermine the Egyptian-Israeli peace
that has held for nearly half a century.
Whatever Israel’s short-term gains in
Gaza, the collapse of the Camp David
Accords would presentaloss that out-

weighsthemall.

In the immediate term, the well-being
of Gaza’s civilians must be the highest
priority. The US and UK said they ex-
pected Israelto presenta credible plan
for these civilians before any invasion.
The fact the invasion appears to have
begun should render this demand
more — not less — relevant. They
should use their permanent seats in
the UN Security Council to demand an
immediate halt to the invasion, atleast
untilsuchaplanispresented andinde-
pendently vetted.

The international community must
also back calls for Israeli officials to
be prosecuted for any war crimes that
may arise from proceeding in the ab-
senceofsuchaplan.

Finally, Palestinian civilians must not
become a bargaining chip. Ever since
the start of the war, Egyptian officials
have been rightly vexed by the idea
that any displacement of Palestinians
into the Sinai could become perma-
nent — adding yet another long-term
Palestinian refugee community to the
region. The Israeli right-wing often
speaks as though it would like nothing
more. But thatidea cannot and should
not be even contemplated. Palestin-
iansmustremainintheirhomeland.

Thearticlefirstappearedon The National.
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Israeli bombs drop on Rafah
as Gazans flee their homes

? By Connor Echols
v

PERSPECTIVE

Israel has begun launching air
strikesinRafahahead ofalikelyinva-
sion of the city, where more than 1.5
million Gazans have taken shelter in
camps neartheborderwith Egypt.
The air strikes came just hours after
the Israeli cabinet told Palestinians
to flee the city, a demand that aid
groups fear will worsen the already
dire humanitarian situation in Gaza,
wherefaminehasbegunto take hold.
The European Union’s foreign policy
chiefcalledtheevacuationorder “un-
acceptable’.

Reporter

The apparent decision to invade Ra-
fah comes as cease-fire talks broke
down over the weekend. Israel says
the logjam came after an alleged
HamasattackonIsraelisoldiersatthe
Kerem Shalom crossing, while Hamas
blamed the breakdown on Israel’s de-
cisionto startevacuations of Rafah.

The possibility of an Israeli assault in
Rafah puts US President]Joe Bidenina
precarious position. The White House
has already found itself at odds with
many Democrats due to Biden’srefus-
altobreakwith Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his deadly
campaign in Gaza. A bloody escala-
tion of the war would further divide
his party and ratchet up the pressure
to do something to stop Israel’s cam-

paign.

Biden may have already internalized
that message. On Friday, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said that absent
a credible plan to protect civilians,
“we can’tsupportamajor military op-
eration going into Rafah because the
damage it would do is beyond what’s
acceptable.”

But the Biden administration has
consistently balked at opportunities
to hold Israel accountable for alleged
war crimes and human rights abus-
es. Just last week, the White House
walked back a threatto restrict weap-
ons transfers to certain Israeli units
due to “gross violations of human
rights”.

A new chance to restrict arms sales
could come Wednesday of this week
when the Biden administration will
issue amandatory reportto Congress
evaluating Israel’s assurances that it
won’tuse American weapons in ways
thatviolate USand internationallaws.
An independent analysis from legal
experts and former State Department
officials found numerous attacks that
shouldhavealreadytriggereda cutoffin
US support. And nearly 90 House Dem-
ocrats signed a letter last week, calling
on the administration to suspend cer-
tainweaponstransferstoIsrael.

A key question is whether a Rafah in-
vasion will further restrict the deliv-
ery of US humanitarian aid. Experts
say Israel has already violated US law
stipulating that Washington will not
give weapons to countries that block
American aid transfers, and a Rafah
invasion would likely lead to further
violations.

Smoke rises following an Israeli strike on the densely-populated Rafah, the southern Gaza Strip, on May 6, 2024.

HATEM KHALED/REUTERS

There is also significant doubt sur-
rounding Israeli assurances that its
operation willminimize harm to civil-
ians.Those whoarenow fleeing Rafah
will reportedly have to evacuate to
nearby Khan Younis and Al-Mawasi,
neither of which has the capacity to

receive incoming displaced people or
provide them with much-needed aid.

It's unclear how many Gazans will be
able to escape before the full-scale as-
sault begins. Israel’s previous actions
suggestthatitstolerance forkilling ci-
viliansis higher than that of the Biden

administration.

The question remains: Is the Biden
administration finally ready to pub-
liclybreak with Israel?

Thearticlefirstappeared on Responsible
Statecraft.

‘Where can we go?’ say Rafah residents as Israel demands evacuation

AFP - Israel’s army said it was instruct-
ingPalestinian familiesin eastern Rafah
to flee in preparation for an expected
ground assault on the city near Gaza’s
borderwith Egypt.

But as many displaced people packed
up their things to move yet again, au-
thorities in Hamas-run Gazasaid Israeli
air strikes were already targeting spe-
cificareas ordered evacuated in eastern
Rafah.

Residents of Rafah said they emerged
after a terrifying night of numerous
air strikes on Rafah to find fliers falling
from the sky telling them to “evacuate
immediately”.

“The army is working with intensive
power against the terrorist forces near
you,” read a flier circulated in eastern
Rafah.

“For your safety, the IDF (Israeli military)
tells you to evacuate immediately to-
wardsthe expanded humanitarianzone
of Al-Mawasi,” it said, with a map indi-
catingthelocation to the north of Rafah.
An Israeli military spokesman said the
plan was initially for “around 100,000

people” tomove.

About 1.2 million people are current-
ly sheltering in Rafah, according to the
World Health Organisation, most hav-
ing fled there during the seven-month
war between Israel and Hamas Pales-
tinian fighters.

‘Veryscared’

Rafahresident Ammar Mohammad Abu
Assem told AFP that people had also
been receiving calls “telling us to evac-
uate”.

He slammed the calls as “foolish talk”
after Gaza authorities said strikes on
Rafah overnight and Monday morning
killed atleast 26 people.

“After they bomb, they tell us to evacu-
ate?”hesaid.

Eyewitnesses described high levels of
anxiety and confusion as people began
moving from the eastern areas of Rafah,
moving their belongings by foot and
in overflowing trucks, cars, and don-
key-drawn carts.

“We are very scared and afraid because
it's not easy to move from one place to

another, from displacementto displace-
ment,”’ said Hanah Saleh, 40, whohad al-
readybeendisplaced from Tal Al-Zaatar
innorthern Gazato Rafah.

“We do not know where to go,” Um
Ahmed Faseftold AFP, adding that “this
is the third time I have been displaced”
since the warbegan.

Amid pouring rain, some of those shel-
tering in Rafah said they had begun
packing up their things from the dense-
ly packed tents and preparing to leave
evenbeforelsrael’sdirectivearrived.
“Whatever happens, my tentis ready,” a
residenttold AFP.

‘Where canwe go?’

Israel’s army has said the area where
people are being asked to go had been
equipped with field hospitals, tents,
and a waterline, while additional food
and medical supplies had been stored
there.

But aid groups and displaced Gazans
warned that the area was already over-
crowded, leaving little room for new
arrivals.

Osama Al-Kahlout, of the Palestinian
Red Crescent Society in Gaza, told AFP
thattheareasdesignated forevacuation
currently shelter some 250,000 peo-
ple, many of whom have already been
displaced from other areas in the Gaza
Strip.

Abdul Rahman AbuJazar,36,saidheand
12 family members were in the desig-
nated evacuationarea.

Jazar and his family did not know what
to do, he said, because the “humani-
tarian zone” they were told to head for
“does not have enough room for us to
make tents because they are (already)
full of displaced people”.

“Where can we go? We donotknow.”
The Israeli military spokesman told
reporters that the evacuation “is part
of our plans to dismantle Hamas ... we
hadaviolentreminderoftheirpresence
and their operational abilities in Rafah
yesterday”.

On Sunday, four Israeli soldiers were
killed and others wounded, the army
said, when a barrage of rockets was
fired from an area adjacent to Rafah to-

wards the Kerem Shalom border cross-
ingbetween Israeland Gaza.

‘No credible humanitarian plan’
International aid organisations have
voiced alarm at the expected invasion
ofRafah.

“From the humanitarian perspective,
no credible humanitarian plan foran at-
tack on Rafah exists,” said Bushra Khal-
idi, advocacy director for Oxfam in the
Palestinian territories.

Gaza’s bloodiest-ever war broke out
following Hamas’s unprecedented Oc-
tober 7 attack on Israel which resulted
inthe deaths ofmorethan 1,170 people,
mostly civilians,accordingtoan AFPtal-
ly ofIsraeli official figures.

Fighters also seized some 250 captives,
with Israel estimating that 128 of them
remain in Gaza, including 35 whom the
military saysare dead.

Israel’s retaliatory offensive, aimed at
destroying Hamas, has killed at least
34,735 people in Gaza, mostly women
and children, according to the Hamas-
run territory’s health ministry.
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Raisi honors

Iranian international medalists

Persian Gulf Pro League roundup:

Foreigners on fire as Blues retain edge on top

Esteghlal striker Gustavo Blanco celebrates his stoppage-time winner in a 2-1 victory over

Zob Ahan in the Persian Gulf Pro League at the Azadi Stadium, Tehran, Iran, on May 6, 2024.
PAYAM SANI/IRNA
to restore their lead, courtesy of Urun-
( Sports Desk ) ’ Y

Argentine striker Gustavo Blanco
banged in a 94th-minute winner as Es-
teghlal pulled off a second-half fightback
to beat Zob Ahan 2-1 at home and stay
on top of the Persian Gulf Pro League
table.

On a day that the Tehran archrivals had
their foreign players to thank for their
victories, Uzbek winger Oston Urun-
ov found the net twice to help 10-man
Persepolis walk away with a 2-1 win at
Nassaji Mazandaran earlier on Monday.
It took Urunov six minutes to bag his
first goal when the host’s Brazilian keep-
er Luan Polli made a mess of saving his
low drive from the edge of the box.

The Tehran Reds looked in control
throughout the first half but a second
booking for midfielder Soroush Rafiei
five minutes after the break turned the
game on its head.

Things went from bad to worse for the
visitors on the hour mark as internation-
al keeper Alireza Beiranvand could only
watch Amirmohammad Houshmand’s
sizzling strike find the bottom corner.
The champions still showed character

ov keeping composure in a one-on-one
situation with Polli to put it away for his
fourth goal in the Iranian top flight since
joining Persepolis in February.

Trailing the top by a single point before
the game, Persepolis held out Nassaji’s
push for a second goal to seal the maxi-
mum points and remain in the hunt for
a seventh league crown in eight years.
Nassaji, meanwhile, was dealt a mas-
sive blow in the survival battle though
the northern Iranian club was lucky to
remain outside the relegation zone on
goal difference after Foolad Khuzestan
fell to a 2-0 home defeat against Tractor
later in the day.

Blues on course

Persepolis’s victory meant that Estegh-
lal kicked off the game at Tehran’s Azadi
Stadium second in the table and Majid
Aliyari’s delicate finish for the visiting
side - the league’s best team on the road
prior to Monday’s fixtures - six minutes
into the game was the worst start Blues
boss Javad Nekounam could have hoped
for.

Esteghlal fans had to wait until the
64th minute for a much-needed equal-
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izer, when Uzbek midfielder Jaloliddin
Masharipov dummied past a Zob de-
fender before firing into the roof of the
net.

Esteghlal strikers Arman Ramezani and
Payman Babaei were introduced late in
a desperate quest for a winner though
Zob looked more likely to score on the
counter.

With the two sides looking destained
for a repeat of the scoreline in the re-
verse fixture last November, Blanco
came to the rescue for Nekounam’s side
as he was first to a loose ball in the box
before smashing it into top corner deep
into stoppage time - sending the Blues
bench and home crowd into a frenzy.
The result saw Esteghlal restore the one-
point cushion on top of the table with
four games to spare, as one of the tight-
estraces for the Iranian league trophy in
recent years is set to go down the wire.
Next for Esteghlal is another home game
against Foolad, with Persepolis playing
away to Masoud Shojaei’s in-form Ha-
vadar.

Elsewhere on Monday, Esteghlal Khu-
zestan salvaged a massive 1-1 draw at
Sepahan to move above Nassaji and
Foolad into safety zone on goal differ-
ence.

Javad Agaeipour equalized for the visi-
tors with a sublime overhead kick mid-
way through the second half to cancel
out Shahriar Moghanlou’s opener right
before the break - a 15th goal of the
campaign for the Sepahan striker who
is clear on top of the league’s leading
marksmen chart.

Rock-bottom club San’at Naft closed
the gap on Nassaji and Foolad to three
points with a 1-0 triumph over Mes
Rafsanjan in Abadan, while Mohammad
Omri converted from the spot late in the
game to save Malavan a pointin a 1-1
home draw against Havadar.

Iralco defeated Paykan 1-0 in Tehran,
with Shams Azar and Golgohar sharing
the points in a goalless game on Sun-
day.

< Sports Desk )

A ceremony to honor
the Iranian medalists
at the international
events — attended by
President Ebrahim
Raisi and Sports Min-
ister Kioumars Hash-
emi — was held in Teh-
ran on Tuesday.

More than 1500 ath-
letes were among the
guests in the capital’s
International Confer-
ence Center, praised
for their achievements
in different world
and Asian champion-
ships over the past 12
months as well as the
19th Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China.
Addressing the at-
tendees, the Iranian
president said the in-

frastructure for the
professional sports
need to be developed
all over the country,
so that the athletes
will have no concerns
“but to succeed at the
International compe-
titions.”

Meanwhile, Hashemi
said that the Iranians
walked away with
1005 medals across 79
sports in the previous
Persian calendar year,
which came to an end
on March 21.

“For all the problems
facing these male
and female athletes
in their preparations,
they put in all their ef-
forts to make a whole
nation proud by their
achievements,” added
the Iranian minister.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi (2nd R) and Sports Minister Kioumars
Hashemi (3rd R) are pictured in a ceremony to honor Iranian
medalists at international sporting events in Tehran, Iran

on May 7, 2024.
president.ir

Iran’s Esmaeili wins
Asian youth boxing gold

iranaiba.ir

( Sports Desk )

Iranian Amir Esmaeili fin-
ished his campaign at the
at the ASBC Asian U22 &
Youth Boxing Champion-
ships on a high note, bag-
ging a precious gold medal
in Astana, Kazakhstan.
Representing the country
in the men’s youth con-
tests, Esmaeili came out
on top against Uzbeki-
stan’s Shahzod Polvonov
by unanimous decision
(5:0) for the ultimate prize
of the super heavyweight
(+92kg) class.
This was a third medal for
the Iranian youth team in
Astana - after a couple of
bronzes for Amir-Reza
Soltani (54kg) and Amir-Re-
za Malek-Khatabi (86kg) —
which saw the country fin-
ish fifth in the medals table.
Kazakhstan bagged a
remarkable 12 medals -
including five golds - to
stand atop the table,
with Uzbekistan, India,
and China in the fol-
lowing spots.
The Iranian men’s un-
der-22 squad, mean-
while, managed to claim
three bronze medals
- courtesy of Moham-
mad Mahshari (75kg), Ali
Seyyed-Sadri (86kg), and
Reza Khalilzadeh (+92kg).
More than 390 boxers
from 24 countries fought
for medals across 25
weight categories.
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Iran, IAEA agree to cooperate
based on last year agreement

( International Desk )

The Atomic Energy Orga-
nization of Iran (AEOI) and
the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA)
agreed to resume their co-
operation based on a last
year agreement in order to
resolve their differences.
Director General of the
IAEA paid a two-day vis-
it to Iran on Monday and
Tuesday and held talks
with several Iranian offi-
cials, including the head of
the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran, Mohammad
Eslami.

In a joint press conference
with the IAEA chief, Esla-
mi hailed his “construc-
tive” talks with Grossi and
described last year’s joint
statement as a roadmap for
cooperation between Iran
and the [AEA.

He also emphasized that
Iran will continue its in-
teraction with the IAEA

in three areas, saying, the
first one is related to the
past issues, with a focus on
solving the issue of two lo-
cations.

“The second one is about
the current situation and
following up expectations
and shortcomings within
the framework of the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) and the Safe-
guards Agreement... The
responsibility for third one
lies on Grossi and he should
take steps for the future.”
Back in March 2023 and
during a visit by the IAEA
chief to Tehran, Iran and
the TAEA agreed to take
steps aimed at facilitating
enhanced cooperation and
expediting the resolution
of outstanding safeguards
issues.

According to a statement,
both sides recognized that
such positive engagements
between Iran and the IAEA
can pave the way for wider

74 N

Head of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran Mohammad
Eslami (r) shakes hands
with Director General of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency Rafael Grossi before a
press conference in Isfahan, Iran,
on May 7, 2024.

RASOUL SHAJAEI/IRNA

agreements among state
parties.
Both sides agreed that bi-

lateral interactions will

full conformity with the
competencies of the IAEA
and the rights and obliga-

be carried out in a spirit
of collaboration, and in

tions of Iran based on the
comprehensive safeguards
agreement.

Hezbollah
drone attack
Kills Israeli
soldiers

( International Desk )

Lebanon’s Hezbollah re-
sistance movement said
on Monday it carried out a
drone attack on an Israeli
military position near the
northern Israeli town of
Metula. The Israeli military
later confirmed two soldiers
were Killed in the attack.
Hezbollah also said it had
sent dozens of rockets to-
wards military targets deep
inside the occupied territo-
ries.

The Israeli Army said it at-
tempted, but failed, to inter-
cept the explosive drone that
ultimately struck and killed
the soldiers. Another soldier
was lightly hurt in the attack,
the military added.
Hezbollah and Israel have
been exchanging fire since
early October, shortly af-
ter the occupying regime
launched its war on Gaza.
The movement has vowed
to keep up its retaliatory
operations as long as the Tel
Aviv regime continues its
onslaught on Gaza.

Israeli tanks enter Rafah,
seize Key border crossing

( International Desk )

Israeli tanks seized con-
trol of Gaza’s vital Rafah
border crossing on Tues-
day as Israel brushed off
urgent warnings from
close allies and moved
into the southern city
even as cease-fire nego-
tiations with Hamas re-

mained on a knife’s edge. Vendors who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders OMNLY ACCEPTABLE DELIVERY TERMISD.D P
Hamas issued a state- are requested to send their® Intention To Participate” I ! HOUSE. AGHAJARL IRAN PAYMENT
; , : . ; ; letter via fax to the following number along with their TERM IS C.O.D., SUBSEQUENT TO NISOC'S
ment calling Israel’s move - deal did not meet its core 4
8 lom, at a time when offi demands resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no MATERIAL APPROVAL.

a “dangerous escalation”
which threatens the lives
of hundreds of thousands
of displaced civilians in
Rafah and facilities pro-
tected by international
law.

The UN also warned of a
potential collapse of the
flow of aid to Palestinians
from the closure of Rafah
and the other main cross-
ing into Gaza, Kerem Sha-

cials say the northern part
of the enclave is already
experiencing “full-blown
famine.”

The incursion comes af-
ter Israel said it would
continue its military op-
eration in Rafah even af-
ter Hamas said it had ac-
cepted a Gaza cease-fire
proposal put forward by
Qatari and Egyptian me-
diators. Israel insisted the

The high-stakes diplo-
matic moves and military
brinkmanship left a glim-
mer of hope alive — if
only barely — for a deal
to bring at least a pause
in the war, which as it
marked its 7-month point
Tuesday, has killed more
than 34,700 Palestinians
and has devastated the
Gaza Strip.

IRGC chief: Anti-Israel operations
expose regime’s vulnerability

( International Desk )

The chief commander
of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC)
said Hamas’ Operation
Al-Agsa Storm and Iran’s
Operation True Promise
against Israel exposed the
vulnerability of the Israeli
regime.

Major General Hossein Sa-
lami made the remarks in

a ceremony in the capital  the United States, Britain,  regime is so shaky. resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no. LY Al PT. IVERY TERM | P,
Tehran in commemoration  France and even some  “The most abhorrent re- 1, available at_www nisoc ir, not tater than 14 days after I :

of the IRGC advisors assas- ~ Arab states have deployed =~ gimes on earth are Israel the second announcement, otherwise, their requests for

sinated in an Israeli attack  in the West Asia region. and the US which sup- participation in the tender will be disregarded. MI 'S MATERIAL APPROVA

against the Iranian consul-  Operation True Promise  ports it. Through US mili- The applicants should have relevant background in -

ate in Syria on April 1.

He described the large-
scale and surprise Op-
eration Al-Agsa Storm
launched by Palestinian
resistance groups on Octo-
ber 7 as proof of the com-

plete failure of the Israeli
intelligence service.

Salami highlighted that
the extensive missile and
drone strikes that the
IRGC launched in the early
hours of April 14 on the Is-
raeli-occupied territories,
dubbed Operation True
Promise, dealt a severe
blow to Israel and showed
the incapability of the
anti-missile systems that

inflicted damage on Israeli
military bases across the
occupied lands.

The retaliatory strikes
came after the Israeli at-
tack on April 1 against the
Iranian consulate in Da-

mascus, which killed sev-
en members of the IRGC,
including two senior com-
manders.

The IRGC chief command-
er further noted that ene-
mies are nearing their end,
stressing that Operation
Al-Agsa Storm pushed Is-
rael to the verge of “brain
death,” exposed its vulner-
ability and demonstrated
the fact that the Tel Aviv

tary and political support
and on the West artificial
respiration, it (Israel) has
been able to extend its ex-
istence which is coming
to an end,” Salami pointed
out.
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supplying the required goods and capability to provide and
submit a bid bond of 131,340/04 EUROC or 57,492 000,000
RIAL, in favor of NISOC.

Tender documents including the materials thorough

HATIONAL IRANLAN SOUTH QILFIELDES COMPANY

TENDER NO.: 08-21-0140004

National Iranian South Oilfields Company (NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods
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TENDER NO.: 08-21-0140001

National Iranian South Qilfields Company (NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods
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For first time,
[ranian TV series ‘Actor’
goes global with
French, German dubbing

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The French-German network
“Arte” has bought the Iranian TV
series ‘Actor’ for broadcasting in
Europe and dubbed it.

‘Actor; directed by Nima Javidi,
is set to be the first Iranian TV
series to be widely broadcast in
Europe with French and German
dubbing by the Arte platform
and channel, marking a mile-
stone in the history of Iranian
television series, IRNA wrote.
The first season of this series

will premiere on May 9 on the
Arte TV channel and platform.
According to Arte’s website, the
broadcast of this series, starring
Navid Mohammadzadeh and Ah-
mad Mehranfar, is scheduled for
prime time viewing during the
week.

Arte is one of the most famous
French-German television net-
works in Europe, known as the
European cultural network.
‘Actor’ has previously won a ma-
jor award at the Series Mania
Festival in France, establishing

itself as one of the most pres-
tigious TV events globally and
continuing its journey by win-
ning the Best Screenplay award
at the Seoul International Drama
Awards in South Korea.

“Actor” has so far received an
honorable mention from Seri-
encamp Festival in Germany
earlier this year in June and the
grand prize of Series Mania Fes-
tival in France in March as well
as the Best Screenplay award at
the Seoul International Drama
Awards in South Korea.
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Iran’s ‘Loteria’ wins in US festival,
nominated at Belgian event

The Iranian film ‘Loteria’,
directed by Ali Atshani, won
the Best Screenplay Award
at the 14th New York Inter-
national Filmmaker Festival
and was nominated for Best
Film at the Belgian Art Color
Digital Cinema (ACDCIFF).

‘Loteria’ based on a true
story written by Ali Atshani

and Mahmoudreza Sani, has
received over 10 awards for
best film and best directing
at various international festi-
vals since its release in Mex-
ico in late 2021, Mehr News
Agency reported.

The ACDCIFF will be held
from May 3 to January 2.
Based on a true story, the

film is about the time when
due to the travel ban im-
posed on Iran in 2017, immi-
grants were forced to cross
the border illegally into the
U.s.

The cast includes Borzou Arj-
mand, Amir Hossein Mousavi,
Hamed Tavasoli, and Hooman
Sepantamehr among others.

Pulitzer Prizes honor
Gaza war coverage

The New York Times won a Pu-

litzer in international reporting
for its “wide-ranging and revela-
tory coverage of Hamas's attack
in southern Israel on 7 Oct,” as
well as reporting on “the Israeli
military’s sweeping, deadly re-
sponse.”

Reuters meanwhile won the
award for breaking news pho-
tography for its “raw and urgent”
coverage of the 7 October attack
and Israeli response, while a spe-
cial citation recognized “journal-
ists and media workers covering
the war in Gaza.”

“This war has also claimed the
lives of poets and writers,” the
committee said. “As the Pulitzer
Prizes honor categories of jour-
nalism, arts and letters, we mark
the loss of invaluable records of
the human experience.”

The awards, given out at Colum-
bia University, come as the New
York college has faced backlash
after it called in police to clear
out pro-Palestinian protesters.
The police largely blocked media
from the scene and threatened
student journalists covering the
events with arrest. Two of Co-

lumbia’s student newspaper ed-
itors outlined in an article over
the weekend the university’s
“suppression” of its reporting, in-
cluding arrest threats from police
and demands from the university
to hand over videos and photos.
Other awards honored US jour-
nalists’ reporting on migrant
child labor, racial disparities in
the legal system and gun vio-
lence. Author Jayne Anne Phil-
lips won the fiction prize for
her novel “Night Watch,” about
a mother and daughter during
and after the US Civil War, while
the nonfiction prize went to Na-
than Thrall’s “A Day in the Life of
Abed Salama: Anatomy of a Jeru-
salem Tragedy”

The committee praised the “fine-
ly reported and intimate account
of life under Israeli occupation of
the West Bank, told through the
portrait of a Palestinian father
whose five-year-old son dies in
a fiery school bus crash when
Israeli and Palestinian rescue
teams are delayed by security
regulations.”

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Iranian official ensures continuous supply of
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medicines for thalassemia patients

( Social Desk )

The head of the Food and
Drug Administration of the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
announced the continuous
supply of medications for
special and difficult-to-treat
patients, emphasizing the
improvement in the provi-
sion of drugs for thalassemia
patients through local pro-
duction.

Heidar Mohammadi high-
lighted the collaboration
with thalassemia associa-
tions and blood specialists in
improving drug provision for
these patients, mentioning

that all thalassemia drugs in
the country are domestically
produced, IRNA wrote.

He also addressed the in-
crease in imported med-
ications for thalassemia
patients in 2023 compared
to 2022, expressing hope
for continued support from
the Central Bank of Iran and
currency reserves to meet
the needs of these patients
this year.

Mohammadi emphasized
that there are no restrictions
on supplying drugs for spe-
cial patients, mentioning
challenges posed by inter-
national sanctions hinder-

| .

ing some foreign companies
from selling medicines to
Iran.

He assured that efforts are
being made to ensure access
to both locally produced

and imported medications
for those sensitive to do-
mestic drugs, reflecting the
organization’s commitment
to meeting the needs of pa-
tients.



