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Turkey’s joining in Israel genocide
case could inspire others: Lawyer

By Melike Pala
Reporter

PERSPECTIVE

Turkey’s recent announcement that it will become a party to South Africa’s genocide
case against Israel at the International Court of Justice (I1c]) will encourage other coun-
triestodothesame, according to an Italian lawyer.

“More third states should intervene in the South Africa versus Israel proceedings, even
justto ask for clarifications about what they should do when a danger of genocide is de-

tected. So, I think that from this point of view, the intervention by Turkey catalyzes more
third state interventions in support of South Africa,” Luigi Daniele, a senior lecturer at

Nottingham Law School inthe UK, told Anadolu.

Daniele added that Turkeyis animportant
NATOmemberwhichenablesitsjoiningin
the casetohavesignificantconsequences.
Saying that the IC]’s injunctions in the
genocide case led to significant changes
inthe approaches of third states, he added
that this stems from the states facing the
risk of being brought before the IC] due to
complicity.

Arguing that Western countries attach im-
portance to protecting their allies rather
than international law, he said: “Interna-
tional crimes are not something thatcanbe
forgiven when the allies commit them and
condemned whenrivals committhem.”
“Civilian populations will pay the conse-
quences, asithappened already for the Pal-
estinian civilian population, partly also for
thelsraelis’'youngpopulation,”headded.
He said the political leaderships of the EU
and US have been the “most complicit” in
serioushumanrightsviolations of Israel.
“As a European citizen, I was shocked to
hear the unilateralism of the declarations
of leaders like (European Commission Pres-
ident) Ursula von der Leyen on their land.
It seemed for months and months, while
children and women were being extermi-
nated, thatnothingwas happening, or that
this was somehow an unfortunate but for-
givablenecessity ofwar,”headded.

This is in “striking contrast” to all the sol-
emn declarations of values including ac-
countability for crimes against civilians in
the Ukraine war, he said, adding that the
EU, alongside the US, is really at “the top of
itsdoublestandards”.

USstance ‘beyond hypocritical’

He said the US attitude towards Russia’s
actsiscompletelydifferent.

He described the US reaction to the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) investiga-
tion of Israel as “beyond hypercritical, a

A delegation headed by Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister Ahmet Yildiz (R) told the International Court of
Justice (ic]) in The Hague on February 26, 2024, that the UN Security Council is failing.
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preposterous position that undermines
theinternationallegal system.”

“Actually (it) seemslikeasortoftribalism of
the Western states, perceiving themselves
asatribe,abovethelaw,and perceivingthe
lawitselfas somethingthatis only for their
enemies,”headded.
Underliningthatthisattitudethreatensin-
ternational security and increases the risk
ofworldwar; hesaid: “Ifyoukeepasserting
that the law is only for your enemies, you
are basically pushing, escalation by esca-
lation, the worldwide political arenato the
thresholdsofaworld warinwhichthenew
ruleswillbe written by war”

Mentioning next month’s European Par-
liament elections, he said the European
people have seen what was done against
the Palestinian civilian population and de-
mandjustice.

“So, if our leaders don’t take steps in this
direction now, they will pay the prices in
theballots,”hesaid.

Israel has pounded the Gaza Strip in re-
taliation for an October 7 Hamas attack
that killed some 1,200 people. More than
35,000 Palestinians have since been killed
in Gaza, the vast majority of them women
and children, and over 78,000 others in-
jured, according to Palestinian health au-
thorities.

Nearly seven months into the Israeli war,
vast tracts of Gaza lay in ruins, pushing
85% oftheenclave’s populationintointer-
nal displacement amid a crippling block-
ade of food, clean water; and medicine, ac-
cordingtothe UN.

Israel stands accused of genocide at the
International Court of Justice. An interim
ruling in January said it is “plausible” that
Israel is committing genocide in Gaza, and
ordered Tel Aviv to stop such acts and take
measures to guarantee thathumanitarian
assistanceis provided to civiliansin Gaza.

ThearticlefirstappearedonAnadoluAgency.
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On Ireland recognising Palestine

A welcome development, a message to Israel

PERSPECTIVE

Although Irelandin 1980 wasthefirst EUstate to endorsetheidea of Palestinian statehood, turn-
ingthisaspirationintoactualrecognition ofthatstatehastakennearlyaquarterofacentury.

Michedl Martin’s announcementin the Ddil on Tuesday thatIreland, and several EU allies, willnow do so shortly isa welcome and
important diplomatic acknowledgment of the well-established reality of Palestinian self-government in the West Bank, and a
timely politicaladmonishmentofboth Israel’swaragainst Gaza anditsrefusalto advancenegotiations on atwo-statesolution.

In 2014, the Oireachtas passed resolu-
tions calling on the Government to “offi-
cially recognise the state of Palestine on
the basis of the 1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as the capital, as established
in UN resolutions, as a further positive
contribution to securing a negotiated
two-state settlement to the Israeli-Pal-
estine conflict” Tonoavail.

The Government’s reluctance stemmed
from its wish to preserve the common
EU foreign policy while attempting over
a long period to move the consensus
within the Council of Ministers to a posi-
tionmore critical of Israel.

Ireland was not alone but has been seen
as an outlier in its support for Palestine.
Spain, Slovenia, and Malta have also de-
clared they willrecognise Palestine.
Israel has argued, and until now most
EU member states have accepted,
that recognition would be premature,
pre-empting the shape of the agreement
reached between it and Palestine in fi-
nal settlement talks in the framework
of the now largely moribund Oslo peace
accords and their promise of a two-state
solution. Israel has for some years re-
fusedtotalk.

“We have agreed,” Martin told the Dail,
“that the undermining of the Oslo ac-
cords and therefore the agreement to

Tanaiste Micheal Martin (standing) speaks in the Dail Chamber on April 9, 2024, where he said that Ireland

intends to recognise the Palestinian state.
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create two states has reached a point
where the accords’ approach of recogni-
tion after a final agreement is not credi-
bleortenableanylonger”

The decision is also an important im-
plied challenge to an unwilling Israel to

acceptaPalestinian Authorityroleinthe
administering of Gaza post-Israeli with-
drawal.

Thearticlefirstappearedon
Thelrish Times.

Shared historical links
between Ireland, Palestine

Ireland has always been a

miF By Jade Poleon country that has helped

Author and supported other na-
tions worldwide, especial-
lyinturbulenttimes.
Palestineis aperfectexam-
pleof this since Ireland has
openly been supportive as Palestine strives to overcome war
and seekpolitical freedom.

Thisarticlewill explorethe many sharedhistoricalties between
both nations, uncovering the deep, long-standing relationship
between two very similar nations with ashared past.
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British colonialism —a shared historical tie

One of the main historical links between Ireland and Palestine
goes back to their colonial past. Both have been under British rule
throughout the years, with Ireland being the first colonial ‘experi-
ment,while Palestine wasitslast.

Palestine was under British rule for around thirty years, from 1917
until 1948, and Ireland remained under British rule for 700 years.
PartoflIreland successfully gained independencein 1921.

Because of this pivotal time in history, both nations recognise
the struggles and hardships that come with being a suppressed
colony, which is what has led Ireland to be a strong supporter of
Palestine.

To this day, Ireland, among many other nations, supports Palestine
asitcontinuestostrive forits complete independence from Israel.
One ofthe primary historicties between Ireland and Palestine dates
back to 1980 when Ireland was the first country in the European
Uniontoendorse theideaofafree Palestinian State.

Since Ireland has had its fair share of history regarding the fight for
independence, many Irish republicans and government officials
have empathised with Palestine and their struggle for freedom.

In 2011, the Foreign Affairs Minister stated that Ireland would in-
deed “lead the change” regardingPalestine’s statehood.In 2024, this
stepisstillin process, with Irish people consistently supporting this
issue.

A mural expresses solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza in a Nationalist area on
the Falls Road in Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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Partitions, violence —nations with similar experiences
Itwas duringthe early 20th century thatboth nations wereresisting
occupation by Britishrule.

In 1921, Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland, while the partition of Palestine occurred in 1948, signifi-
cantlyimpactingthe population.

Both nations have experienced violence, oppression, and persecu-
tion, which has brought the two closer, with many murals of support
for Palestine seen through Ireland and Northern Ireland to this very
day.

Furthermore, they both share a profound historical bond character-
ized byunmatched strength and resistance.

Additionally, while conflicts in Ireland were often framed as reli-
gious clashes between Catholics and Protestants, a similar dynamic
canbeobservedinPalestine, whereitmanifestsastensionsbetween
Muslimsand Jews.

Aswe all know, this is almost always an anti-colonial struggle rather
thanaflightbetweenreligious groups.

Language, identity — striving for recognition

Inaddition to other historical tiesbetween Ireland and Palestine, we
observe similaritiesin the realm of official languages.

Irish served as Ireland’s official language until colonization, after
which itwas banned, and communication was mandated in English
exclusively.

Only in 2021 did the Irish language attain full official status in the
EU, with Northern Ireland granting it official language status in
2022.

Similarly, in Palestine, parallels emerge as Israel altered street signs,
excluding Arabicin favour of Hebrew, thereby posing a threat to the
Palestinianlanguage and identity.

Fromtheirturbulentcolonial pastsunderBritish Ruletotherecognition
oftheirlanguage and identity, both Ireland and Palestine have plenty in
common.

ItgoeswithoutsayingthatIrelandis one ofthe mostpro-Palestin-
ian nations in Europe, with Irish and Northern Irish citizens see-
ingamirrorimage of themselves and their historical situationsin
Palestine.

Thearticlefirstappeared on Ireland Before You Die.




