Iran Daily = Monday, May 20, 2024

o MR

3 \\‘_

L, oV
£ ™ 5 ; ‘?b L
NEL T e

>

C Iranica Desk )

Bandar Kong, situated in Hor-
mozgan Province in the south of
Iran, stands as a significant port
where a range of activities like
navigation, boat building, agri-
culture, and more thrived. The
inhabitants of this port engaged
not only in navigation but also in
diverse occupations such as agri-
culture, animal husbandry, horti-
culture, pottery, blacksmithing,
and various other trades. Never-
theless, owing to its port status
and the presence of seafaring
families and boat builders, the
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Maritime legacy and

- cultural traditions of
Bandar Kong

primary focus of the people in
Bandar Konghasbeen onnaviga-
tionand the maritime economy:.
Throughout history, Bandar
Kong remained a hub for sea
voyages and boat construction,
facilitating journeys to India,
Africa, Yemen, Iraq, and various
ports in the Persian Gulf. These
expeditions led to significant
economic, cultural, and social
advancements, encouraging
sailors to continue exploring the
seas and fostering competition
and collaboration among seafar-
ing families in boat building and
maritimeactivities.

Archaeological findingsin Bandar
Kongattesttoitsroleasacommer-
cial gateway in the Persian Gulf
over the ages. During the Safavid,
Atabakan Fars, Seljuk, and sub-
sequent periods, the port flour-
ished, leaving behind artifacts
from differenthistorical eras.

The port boasted numerous
freshwater wells, supporting
agricultural endeavors across
various areas. Migration to Kong
from diverse regions was com-
mon, with migrants from Qazvin
being notable among them, lead-
ing to the establishment of a re-
nownedneighborhood knownas
Qazvinihain BandarKong.

The people of Qazvin, who ar-
rived in Bandar Kong from the
Safavid period onwards, were
involved in blacksmithing. Many
families alsorelocated to this city
from neighboring ports. Given
the flourishing maritime indus-
try in Bandar Kong, sailors from
nearby ports also journeyed
to Bandar Kong and embarked
on sea voyages using the boats.
Some of these sailors eventually
acquired boats themselves and
settled in Bandar Kong. Recog-
nizing the significance of boat
building in Bandar Kong, rulers
like Nadershah Afshar placed
special emphasis on support-
ing boat builders. They directed
their officials to provide financial
assistance and aid in the con-
struction of woodenvessels.

The sailors of Bandar Kong pos-
sess traditional knowledge of
sailing, played a crucial role in
shaping the maritime history of
Iranians over time. At present,
wooden boat building in the Per-
sian Gulf is thriving in Bandar
Kongand Qeshm Island.
Moreover, food cultureand cloth-
ing represent some of the intan-
gible culturalheritages of Bandar
Kong. The tradition of drinking
coffee has always been an in-
triguing custom in the southern

parts of Iran, including Bandar
Kong. Although many aspects of
this tradition have faded into ob-
scurity today, in the past, it held
significant importance. The in-
dividual serving the coffee was
highly attuned to the subtleties of
the gathering, carefully observ-
ing which hand they used to offer
the coffee and which hand was
used to receive it. If the drinker
shook the coffee cup, it signaled
that there was no need to pour
more coffee for them. Coffee
gatherings were typically hosted
amongthenobility.

The hospitality customs towards
guests in Bandar Kong have al-
ways been captivating, as hosts
endeavor to welcome guests in
the mostexquisite manner. Guest
rooms were a common feature
in many homes in Bandar Kong,
typically situated near their en-
trance. These guest rooms, em-
bellished with luxurious carpets,
served as spaces for entertaining
relatives and friends in the ab-
senceof guests.

The traditional attire and the sig-
nificance oflocal clothing in Ban-
darKongarenoteworthy.Despite
the influence of diverse fashion
trends in the southern regions
of Iran, the residents of Bandar
Kong have preserved many ele-
ments of their traditional cloth-
ing heritage. Local garments like
the chador, trousers, and others
are frequently worn by women
in Bandar Kong. Visitors to the
port often purchase these local
garments, which are available at
the Handicrafts House in Bandar
Kong, showcasing the artistic tal-
ents ofthe women. While the bur-
qa was previously used by some
women, its usage has notably
declined in recent times. Several
women and girls in Bandar Kong
sustain themselves through tra-
ditional clothinghandicrafts.
The men'’s clothing culture has
also evolved significantly over

time, with technological ad-
vancements and the introduc-
tion of cooling devices leading

to a complete transformation of
men’s attire in Bandar Kong com-
paredtothepast.

Fars serves as cradle of Persian nationhood, power

After the Aryans settled
in Kerman, they likely
moved on to occupy Fars,
aregion that, as its name
implies, became the focal
point of the Persian na-
tion.

Here the representatives
of the southern branch of
the Iranians achieved po-
litical unity and created a
strong state. Later, when
the Persian kings trans-
ferred their residence to
richer regions, Fars did
not lose its significance
for them; this is testified
even today by the ruins
of the buildings erected
here by the Achaemenids
and Sassanids.

From Fars originated not
only the founders of the
Persian state in the sixth

century BCE, but also the
dynasty that in the third
century CE restored the
might of Persian nation-
hood and religion and
that successfully put an
end to the ambitions of
the Roman empire at a
moment when the Ro-
mans, unaware of the
Persian national resur-
gence, considered final
victory over a weakened
Parthian state only a mat-
ter oftime.

Eveninthe Muslim period,
Fars retained its impor-
tance for Persian national
feeling; the language of
Fars remained the literary
idiom ofall Persians.
Strabo (a Greek geogra-
pher), as well as the Arab
geographers, divides

LU TP
? ‘s

| Persepolis

[ s

Fars into three climatic
zones: a cold, a temper-

ate,andahotone.
In the intermediate, most

fertile zone converged
the characteristicvegeta-

tion of both the cold and
warm lands. The basin of
the large salty Bakhtegan
Lake was considered part
ofthe cold zone, together
withallthedistrictstothe
north of it; even Yazd and
its district, geographi-
cally more closely linked
with Kerman, were con-
sidered a partofFars.

During their movement
from Kerman into Fars,
the Aryans occupied first
the northern part of the
latter, penetrating there,
along one of the three
roads that, according to
the description of the
Arab geographers, con-
nected Sirjan with Fars.
One of these roads led to
the city of Istakhr, located
near the ruins of ancient

Persepolis. The valleys
of the rivers Kur and its
affluent called Parwab,
Pulwar, or Murghab re-
mained the center of Fars
until the beginning of the
dynasty of the Sassanids.
The valley of the Pulwar
is divided into two parts,
northern and southern,
by the gorge in which the
village of Sivand is locat-
ed; in the northern part
are the ruins of Takht-e
Madar-e Sulayman, in
which most scholars see
the ruins of Pasargadae,
the ancient capital of
Persia. Having passed
through the gorge of Siv-
and, the Pulwar issues
from the valley of Hajjia-
bad into the fertile plain
of Marvdasht.

Theaboveisalightly editedversion of chapter titled ‘Fars, from a book entitled, An Historical Geography of Iran, written by W. Barthold and published by Princeton University Press, Princeton.




