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Proto-Elamite Period
In ancient times, a vibrant civilization 
thrived in what is now southwest Iran, 
dating back to around 4000 BCE. Susa, 
situated on flat lands, and Anshan, nes-
tled among mountains, served as the 
primary centers of this civilization. Su-
sa’s origins can be traced back to around 
4200 BCE, while signs of Sumerian in-
fluence, such as pottery, appear around 
3,200 BCE.
In Lorestan Province, people were al-
ready crafting bronze artifacts. By 3000 
BCE, the Elamite language began to be 
recorded in writing, narrating tales of 
the past through cuneiform symbols. 
This period marked a time of innova-
tion, exploration, and the enduring re-
silience of a civilization on the ascent.

Old Elamite Period
Around 2700 BCE, the Old Elamite pe-
riod commenced, characterized by con-
flicts with neighboring Mesopotamian 
cities like Ur. The Awan Dynasty fol-
lowed, bringing both internal cohesion 
and diplomatic relations, with the 11th 
ruler even striking agreements with 
Naram-Sin of Akkad.
Subsequently, the Simash dynasty, po-
tentially originating from the southern 
Lorestan mountains, disrupted the 
Elamite political landscape. Despite 
initial triumphs, Elam faced adversi-
ty when Shulgi of the 3rd Ur dynasty 
nearly subjugated them. Yet, Elam’s 
spirit endured, leading to a successful 
revolt against Ur’s authority, a narra-
tive echoed in Mesopotamian songs and 
texts.
Amidst these power struggles, the Ep-
arti dynasty ascended to prominence 

in the mid-19th century BCE, led by the 
formidable Shirukdukh. Their military 
campaigns against Babylon’s rising star, 
Hammurabi, showcased the intricate 
geopolitics of ancient times.

Middle Elamite Period
The Middle Elamite era commenced 
with the Anzanite dynasty assuming 
control after a prolonged historical si-
lence. Khumbannumena, the fourth rul-
er in this lineage, oversaw a remarkable 
expansion of Elam’s domain, earning 
him the moniker “Expander of the Em-
pire.” His son, Untash-Gal, left his mark 
by establishing the city of Dur Untash, 
known today as Chogha Zanbil. Howev-
er, as Elam grew stronger, clashes with 
the ascendant Assyrian power became 
more frequent.
In the ensuing years, Elam found itself 
increasingly at odds with the formida-
ble Assyrian empire. Tukulti-Ninurta 
I’s incursions into Elam’s northern 
territories elicited retaliatory actions 
by Kidin-Khutran, Khumbannume-
na’s successor. Despite initial victories, 
Elam eventually succumbed to Assyri-
an dominance. Tukulti-Ninurta’s brief 
southern expansion momentarily over-
shadowed Elam’s strength, marking the 
gradual decline of the Anzanite dynasty.
After a period of upheaval, the Middle 
Elamite period witnessed a resurgence 
under Shutruk-Nahhunte around 1160 
BCE. This heralded the dawn of a new 
dynasty, likely centered in Susa. Elam 
emerged as a formidable military force 
in the Middle East, capitalizing on in-
ternal discord within Assyria. Shut-
ruk-Nahhunte’s audacious capture of 
Babylon, alongside the famed Hammu-

rabi’s legal code, underscored Elam’s 
ascendancy. Nevertheless, subsequent 
reigns experienced both triumphs and 
setbacks, with Elam’s dominion ex-
tending deep into Mesopotamia but en-
countering resistance from Babylonian 
forces.
The shift towards centralized authori-
ty in Susa during this period hinted at 
forthcoming internal conflicts, reflect-
ing the intricate interplay of power dy-
namics and regional autonomy in this 
transformative phase of Elamite histo-
ry.

Chogha Zanbil
Nestled in the ancient Mesopotamian 
lands, Chogha Zanbil, or Dur Untash, 
stands as a testament to the grandeur of 
the past. Constructed during the reign 
of King Untash Naparisha at the peak 
of the Elamite empire, this sacred city 
features three robust walls encircling a 
majestic temple—a towering ziggurat 
that reaches towards the heavens in 
reverence.
At the core of Chogha Zanbil lies the 
ziggurat, a massive square structure 
spanning 105 meters on each side. This 
magnificent monument was erected to 
honor Inshushinak, the principal deity 
of the Elamites. Despite the passage of 
time, the vibrant red bricks of the ziggu-
rat retain their youthful hue, whisper-
ing tales of ancient splendor.
Among the labyrinth of ruins, remnants 
of palaces and smaller temples stand 
as a testament to the diverse religious 
practices that once flourished within 
these sacred precincts. With over 5000 
inscriptions adorning its bricks, Chogha 
Zanbil echoes the devotion and crafts-

manship of its creators, ensuring their 
legacy endures through the ages.

Neo-Elamite Period
Elam encountered challenges during 
the transition from the Middle to the 
Neo-Elamite eras. In 742 BCE, Hu-
ban-nugash ascended the throne, but 
his reign witnessed the fragmentation 
of the kingdom into smaller entities, 
weakening central authority.
Over the following century, Elam sought to 
intervene in Mesopotamian affairs, often 
forming alliances with Babylon against 
the formidable Neo-Assyrians. Despite 
sporadic victories, Elam faced challenges 
in resisting Assyrian expansion. Internal 
discord, coupled with interference from 
Assyria and Babylon, exacerbated the 
situation. Assyrian incursions into Elam, 
particularly in Lorestan, led to the disinte-
gration of the kingdom’s unity. Ultimately, 
Ashurbanipal’s military campaigns from 
692 to 639 BCE ravaged Susa, Elam’s cap-
ital, leaving it in ruins and its territories 
desolate.

Anshan: A hub of Elamite power
Nestled amidst the rugged terrain of an-
cient Elam, Anshan stands as a poignant 
symbol of a bygone era’s enduring influ-
ence. Situated north of present-day Shiraz 
in southwestern Iran, this ancient city 
sprawls across 350 acres of historical sig-
nificance. Within its ancient remnants lie 
treasures that illuminate the early origins 
of civilization, including valuable artifacts 
that attest to the emergence of Elamite 
script.
Anshan rose to prominence around 
2,350 BCE as a formidable contender 
against the Mesopotamian Akkadian 

dynasty. Its zenith, however, unfolded 
during the 13th and 12th centuries BCE, 
when Elamite rulers, bearing the title 
“kings of Anshan and Susa,” frequently 
raided Babylonian cities. By 675 BCE, 
dominion over the region transitioned to 
the Achaemenian Persians, who held the 
designation “kings of Anshan” until the 
era of Darius I in 522 BCE.
Delving into the world of ancient 
Elamites unveils a rich tapestry of his-
tory primarily centered around their 
capital, Susa, and neighboring locales in 
Khuzestan. Yet, intriguing connections 
to Elamite culture extend to other re-
gions as well.

Tappeh Sialk
One enigma lies near Kashan at Tappeh 
Sialk (Sialk Hill), a mound steeped in an-
cient mysteries. Archaeological excava-
tions have unearthed human remains 
dating back to 3,500 BCE, hinting at the 
presence of a venerable civilization. 
Some conjecture that Tappeh Sialk may 
have served as a sacred site, possibly 
featuring a towering structure like a zig-
gurat, showcasing the Elamites’ spiritu-
al beliefs and architectural prowess.

Jiroft
Further east, Jiroft emerges as a vi-
brant hub for commerce and trade 
along ancient thoroughfares. Here, di-
verse cultures converge, illustrating 
the far-reaching influence of Elamite 
civilization beyond Susa. In Jiroft’s bus-
tling streets and markets, echoes of the 
Elamite legacy persist, underscoring 
their enduring impact on the intercon-
nected network of trade and cultural 
exchange in the ancient world.

Enigmatic world of 
ancient Elam
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Long before the rise of the Persian Empire, another ancient 
civilization thrived in the region. The Elamites, who emerged 
approximately 8,000 years ago, established a distinctive cul-
ture in the rugged landscapes of southwestern Iran. Unlike 
later Iranian and Semitic peoples, the Elamites had their own 
language and cultural identity.
Situated between the towering Zagros Mountains and the fer-

tile plains of Khuzestan, the Elamites centered their activities 
in Anshan and Susa. 
Despite their enigmatic origins and unique language, their 
influence persisted long after their decline, significantly 
shaping the region’s historical trajectory, toirantour.com 
wrote.
While the Elamites’ racial heritage remains uncertain, their 

impact on the Persian Empire was profound. The territories 
they once inhabited became crucial to Iranian dominance, 
with their culture leaving an enduring imprint on Persian so-
ciety. 
From the remnants of Susa to the artifacts discovered in their 
ancient cities, the legacy of the Elamites underscores their 
lasting significance in shaping Iran’s history.


