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Visit Bastam to
take a journey
through history
and beauty

( Iranica Desk )

The Bayazid Bastami Complex stands out
as a prominent and revered tourist desti-
nation in Bastam, Semnan Province. As you
approach the main square of Bastam, the
striking turquoise dome of this renowned
mystic complex commands attention, offer-
ing a glimpse into the city’s rich history and
spiritual significance.

Comprising a collection of tombs, a khanqah
(monastery), a portico, a brick minaret,
mosques, the shrine of Imamzadeh Mo-
hammad, Ghazan Khan’s Dome, and other
ancient structures, the Bayazid Bastami
Complex showcases various architectural
styles and historical periods, each with its
own unique story to tell.

Upon entering the complex, visitors are

surroundings. This idyllic setting offers a
panoramic view that instills a sense of calm
and tranquility in all who visit, inviting con-
templation and reflection amidst the beauty
of the past.
The tomb of Bayazid Bastami is charac-
terized by its simplicity and lack of osten-
tatious decorations, reflecting the humble &
lifestyle typically associated with mystics. &
This unadorned and unfinished structure
serves as a poignant reminder of the
mystic’s ascetic way of life, exemplify-
ing the modesty and spiritual depth
often attributed to such individuals.
Notably, the tomb features an iron
window, adding to its understated
iyet meaningful de-
=sign.

transported back in time, enveloped
in a serene ambiance enhanced by
the melodic songs of birds, the vi-
brant blue sky, verdant trees, and |
intricate tile work adorning the -|
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Arisman, a prehistoric
industrial hub on Iranian Plateau

The Iranian Plateau is surround-
ed by two mountain ranges, the
Zagros and the Alborz. These
high rising mountain chains
form wide highlands on their in-
ner side and in the centre there
is the big desert of Dasht-e Ka-
Vir.

At the foot of the mountains,
where the highlands start, there
are numerous springs supplying
a narrow strip of fertile ground.
Thus today there is a green band
of irrigated fields and gardens
around the desert, often only a
few kilometers wide. This zone
of transition from the mountain
range to the highlands present-
ed itself as a preferred settle-
ment area for the people after
the beginning of the 7th mil-
lennium BCE. Today there is a
circle of prehistoric settlements
around the desert.

One of these places is the pre-
historic metalworking settle-
ment of Arisman. It is located at
the southern rim of the desert,
at the northern foothills of the
Karkas Mountains, 960m above
sea level.

The closest known prehistoric

site is Tappeh Sialk, 60km to the
northwest in the municipal area
of Kashan. As we know from
surveys in the surrounding area,
Arisman is the biggest but by far
not the only metalworking place
in this region.

In the area of the prehistor-
ic settlement of Arisman, on
more than one square kilome-
ters, there are artefacts on the
surface, like pottery fragments,
stone tools, and copper slags
from the 4th to the early 3rd
millennium BCE. But a clearly
indicated settlement mound,
as it is typical for other places
in the Middle East, is not to be
seen. The concentration of cop-
per slags, which at three plac-
es are piled up to real heaps of
more than 25m in diameter, is
especially conspicuous.

They show that in the antiquity
Arisman must have played an
important role as a producer of
copper. But how old the copper
industry at Arisman really is, be-
came clear only in 1997 when a
piece of charcoal from one of
the three slag heaps showed to
be from the early 3rd millenni-

um BCE. This encouraged the
archaeological investigations
which were started in the year
2000.

Since then there have been
three excavation-campaigns
at Arisman and a survey in the
hinterland of the prehistoric
settlement, and a picture of a
complex prehistoric industrial
settlement starts taking shape
which intensively contributed to
build a network of far distance
trade in the 4th millennium BCE.
In contrast to many known ar-
chaeological sites in Iran, the
prehistoric settlement of Aris-
man extends horizontally in-
stead of vertically. Obviously
this horizontal extension is the
result of moving the settlement
continuously, while the layer
containing building structures
reaches a maximum of 1.60m.
In the mid of the 4th millennium
BCE a single, one room residen-
tial house with clay walls was
erected in area B. This house is
the oldest archaeological finding
recorded for the time being. In
the interior of the building there
is a hearth at the short side, next

Beneath the monument’s dome lies the
tomb of Bayazid Bastami, marked by a
marble gravestone adorned with re-
ligious inscriptions, symbolizing the
reverence and spiritual significance
attributed to the mystic.

Within the Bayazid Bastami Com-

plex, the Shahrokhi School holds
a place of historical impor-

. _ tance. This two-story build-

E

ing, comprising 28 rooms,

. a mosque, and an ivan,

- stands as a testament

to the Timurid era’s

architectural leg-
acy.

Shahrokhi School
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I Originally positioned in the complex’s eastern section, the
I Shahrokhi School has a rich history as an educational institu-
I tion and is named after its founder, Shahrokh Timuri. Today, the
1 school continues to serve as a religious seminary, preserving its
1  heritage and contributing to the spiritual and educational fabric
1 of the community.

Kashaneh Tower

The Kashaneh Tower is a magnificent tall tower situated in
the southern part of the city, near the Jaame Mosque. The ar-
chitecture of the tower displays a unique beauty and grandeur,
reminiscent of observatories, characterized by its multi-faceted
design and adorned with exquisite plasterwork and brickwork.
Standing at a height of nearly twenty meters, the history of this
tower dates back to 1300 CE, as indicated by the inscription at
its entrance.

Residents of Bastam believe that this tower was originally a Zo-
roastrian fire temple before Islam and was later transformed
into a watchtower. Others suggest that the original name of this
structure was Ghazaneh and it was associated with the legacy of
Ghazan Khan Mongol, eventually evolving over time to be known
as Kashaneh.

Jaame Mosque of Bastam
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: The Jaame Mosque of Bastam stands out as one of the most
I beautiful mosques in the history of Iran, a significant landmark
j inSemnan Province. Situated near the Kashaneh Tower in Bas-
1 tamandin close proximity to the Bayazid Bastami complex, this
| mosque showcases intricate brickwork and delicate plasterwork
1 thatgarnered immense admiration during its era, solidifying its
| statusas an architectural masterpiece.

to it there were two cooking pots
in situ. These are handmade, and
the underside of the bottom of
the pots is structured by finger
imprints, obviously to make the
surface bigger and thus reach
better absorption of the heat.

After this house had been aban-
doned, craftsmen’s quarters
were established in this area.
Big kilns were erected, five of
which could be investigated
in the excavation area. These
kilns are of three different
types. Obviously in these kilns
big amounts of pottery were
produced. A layer of rubble, be-
ing almost one meter thick, is
around the Kkilns. It contained
thousands of pottery fragments,
pieces from the walls of the
kilns, and - surprisingly - nu-
merous wastes from manufac-
turing copper and silver, proba-
bly from craft shops which must
have been nearby. After the pot-
tery quarters had been aban-
doned, this area was only used
from time to time. Still rubble
was dumped, and there is also
a burial which was dug into the
layer of rubble in later times.
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The above is a lightly edited version of part of a chapter entitled, A Prehistoric Industrial Settlement on the Iranian Plateau - Research at Arisman, from a book entitled, ‘Persian Antiques

Splendor;, edited by T. Stollner, R. Slotta, and A. Vatandoust, published by German Mining Museum.



