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Threats to fauna at Mouteh Wildlife Refuge
in Isfahan Province

- ( Iranica Desk )

Mouteh Wildlife Refuge in Isfahan Prov-
ince is known to everyone as the habitat
. oftheIranian gazelle; a valuable habitatin |
| the north of Isfahan Province with moun- |

| tains, hills, and vast plains that is consid-
ered an important refuge for various wild-
| lifespecies. .
Whathas multiplied theimportance ofthis [*
region in the country and even in the Mid-
| dle East is that Mouteh is one of the best
habitats for Iranian gazelles, which har-
bors the largest number of this valuable
. species.
| In addition, the mountains of this region
are also important habitats for wild goats |
and sheep, which have been trembling
for years with the terrifying sounds of ex- =
plosions, power generators, and treasure

huntersdrillingmachines. . ‘ A ’-’ o i dne TR P

What is important in wildlife sanctuaries | - - '; - A -
« is that these natural habitats with specif- ‘_*_ S WA | g™ U ey 4 INTmSL Gy vraee O
» ic climatic conditions for wild animals gazelles, goats, and sheep are forced to The explosions that occur in the search for

should be safeguarded as much as possible "

in order to protect the ecosystem and ani- n

mal species.

Mouteh Wildlife Refuge, with an area

of 205,000 hectares, has various In i
terrains that are monitored day m

travel kilometers further to find water, or treasures disrupt the peace and tranquil-
; even leave the Mouteh and enter the free ity of the animals, leading them to flee the
v+ habitats. area,” Jalali stated. He added that the wild-
The danger in free habitats is lurking wild- life leaving the region might venture into
life due to the unrestricted movementofor- t" an area called Goud-e Khosroabad, where
dinary people, from poachers to accidents % theyareatriskofbeinghunted.
with passing vehicles and other various Jalali emphasized that there are no arti- |
damages, which is extremely challenging | factshiddenin the area, and profit-seekers #18%.
considering the limited number of rangers ™% deceive treasure huntersintobuyingmetal ‘
- ' tomonitorthehabitats. =4 detectors.
With only one ranger per 10 hectares of = = Head of Meymeh’s Cultural Heritage, a
| land monitored by the Department of En- | **! Handicraft and Tourism Organization Ja-
vironmentinIran,itis clearthatprotecting ¥88 vad Chehrazi said that local reports about J
animals would become even more chal- E#8 excavations are submitted to Police and if |
lengingifwildlife were to flee the region. . there is a report of excavation for the dis-
| Rasoul Jalali, the head of Mouteh Wildlife 8 covery of historical objects, the matter is
| Refuge, told IRNA that the rangersrecently ¥ # reported to the Cultural Heritage Protec- | g
arrested three individuals who were ille- | tion Unit.

and night by only nine rangers; a
tough and exhausting task that
is complicated enough with FE=
the hunting problems and
incidents threatening
the rangers’ lives, but k
becomes even more
complicated when
treasure hunters
also threaten the
lives of the ani-
mals.
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The first threat of & ',; gally drilling in the wildlife refuge to un- Alireza Jafarizand, an archeologists, said

s el hgntgrs 8 earthartifacts. . somerocksandhighlandsare considered as

- t,hls A _dlf' ,:!' He also mentioned that this is not a new ',__ the treasure signs, and cause some individ-
TUpEng e w1ldl'1fe S "8 occurrence, and similar incidents have ¥ ualstoengageindiggingattheselocations.

tranquility, especially 0" taken place in the area in previous years. #%® Highlighting the importance of raising

ifthese operations, usually
accompanied by explosions, co-
incide with the mating and breeding &

According to him, a significant number of [
illegal drilling activities were conducted
in the Takht Abbas Khan and Takht Sorkh ¥

public awareness about illegal digging, he
noted that some archaeologists are tasked
} with identifying signs of hidden treasures

H P o}flthe ammal;. h Ry regions, where the deep holes caught the in the area, and steps should be taken to
[ VETSD the most serious threatis when KMl attention of onlookers. " preventtheseactions.
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Sanandaj Bazaar, a gateway to
Kurdestan Province’s rich cultural heritage

C Iranica Desk )

In many of Iran’s historical and
prominent cities, remnants of old
bazaars stand as testament to their
rich commercial past. Sanandaj, the
capital city of Kurdestan Province,
is no exception to this, boasting a
historical roofed bazaar that serves
asoneofthekeytourismattractions
inthecity.

Considered the primary traditional
bazaar in all of Kurdestan Province,
the origins of the Sanandaj Bazaar
can be traced back approximately
400 years. Constructed during the
Safavid era, when Sanandaj served
asthe capitalunder the Ardalan rul-
ers, the bazaar drew influence from
the architectural styles of its time.
Soleiman Khan Ardalan, then the
governor of Sanandaj, oversaw its
development, firmly establishing
the city as the capital of the expan-
sive Kurdestan Province.

Over time, urban developments led
to the division of the bazaar into
two distinct sections. Presently,
the southern part is known as Asef
while the northern counterpart is
referred to as Sanandaji. The ba-
zaar’s unique triangular layout, re-
sembling the Nagsh-e Jahan square

in Isfahan, houses several court-
yards, adding to its architectural
allure.

Capable of accommodating bus-
tling trade activities, the bazaar
originally boasted four entrances,
with three of them still in use today.
Strategically located at the heart of
the city along Engelab (formerly
known as Sirus) street, the bazaar
continues to serve as a vital hub for
commerce and a focal point for lo-
cals, despite the emergence of mod-
ernshoppingcentersin Sanandaj.
Preserving traditional artisanal
practices such as forging, gold-
smithing, and other traditional
trades, the bazaar offers a glimpse
intothe cultural heritage and crafts-
manship of the Kurdish tribe. Rec-
ognized for its significance, the old
Sanandaj bazaar was officially des-
ignated as anational heritage sitein
Iran.

Visitors to Kurdestan Province
should not miss the opportunity to
explore the vibrant Sanandaj ba-
zaar, a place where shopping tran-
scends mere retail transactions,
offering a deeper connection to the
region’s history, culture, and the
enduring traditions of the Kurdish
people.




