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At its quarterly 
meeting, the Inter-
national Atomic En-
e r g y  A g e n c y ’ s 
(IAEA) Board of 
Governors passed a 
r e s o l u t i o n  a d -
vanced by the Euro-

pean troika of Britain, Germany and France, raising 
allegations against Iran’s peaceful nuclear program 
and calling on Tehran to bolster cooperation with 
the agency. The resolution prompted the three Eu-
ropean nations to repeat their claims against Teh-
ran in a letter to the UN Security Council.
Both European moves are counterproductive and 
rooted in political agendas. Historically, Western 
powers have consistently leveraged statements, 
resolutions, and international organizations as 
tools to further their interests. In Iran’s case, this 
modus operandi has been used in the past. In the 
latest instance, one rationale behind turning to a 
resolution was to negatively affect Iran’s markets, 
with the expectation that the approval would send shockwaves through the nation’s financial land-
scape, particularly given the upcoming presiden-
tial election due to be held later this month. How-
ever, their efforts were stymied, and Iran’s markets and its currency value remained unruffled.
Perhaps the most compelling factor underpinning 
the European move is the Israel issue. The Israeli 
regime has faced growing global isolation over the 
past several months, and widespread animosity 
has mounted due to its numerous crimes in the Gaza Strip. In a flagrant breach of international 
law and norms, the US House of Representatives 
slapped sanctions on the International Criminal 
Court prosecutor following the issuance of an 
arrest warrant for Israel’s prime minister and de-
fense minister. 
Measures like the resolution against Iran within 
the IAEA’s Board of Governors appear calculated 
to redirect global attention from Israel to alterna-
tive targets, notably Iran. IAEA’s Director General 
Rafael Grossi has spent the past eight months am-
plifying allegations against Iran in an apparent bid 
to shift global focus from Israel’s actions, but his 
attempts have yet to bear fruit. Israel’s crimes re-
main indefensible, driving the regime further into 
isolation.
Yet another factor potentially driving the European 
Troika’s decision to target Iran with a resolution may be tied to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine and 
the pressure Europe had to cope with in the wake 
of Russia’s invasion. The European nations seem-
ingly try to isolate Russia in order to prevent a po-
tential Ukrainian defeat under President Zelensky. 
Russia has expressed support for Iran’s peaceful 
nuclear program, and the Europeans’ measure 
could serve as a warning to Russia through height-
ened pressure on Iran.It is anticipated that Tehran will deliver a fitting 
response to the non-constructive move of the 
Europeans in two key domains. First, within the 
nuclear realm, where observers may soon witness 
an escalation in Iran’s nuclear capabilities and an official announcement on the matter. Iran will like-
ly convey its countermeasures through the IAEA.Second, Iran could leverage its regional influence to 
counter Israel, given the Europeans’ aim to bolster 
Israel’s position. Tehran’s calculated moves could 
mount pressure on Israel using it regional leverage 
and compromise the Europeans’ objective.
The current situation mirrors past political ma-
neuvering within the IAEA. Despite Iran’s exten-
sive cooperation with the agency and repeated 
efforts to clarify ambiguities, the country has de-
clared its commitment to resolving the remaining 
issues within the framework agreed upon with the 
IAEA in March 2023.
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Domestic
Economy

The World Bank (WB) has 
predicted in its latest report 
that Iran’s economy will 
grow by 3.2 percent in 2024 as the inflation rate will un-
dergo a 35-percent decrease.
As estimated by the inter-national financial institu-
tion, Iran’s economy expe-
rienced a 5-percent growth and a 40.8-percent infla-
tion in 2023. The bank has 
forecast that the industrial 
sector in Iran will take the 
lead in 2024, experiencing 
a 4.9-percent growth, fol-
lowed by the services and 
agricultural sectors with a 
2.7 and 0.9 percent increase.
In addition, the World Bank 
has announced that Iran’s 
export of goods and services 
will exceed 7.1 percent in 
2024 compared to the pre-
vious year.
Also, the bank predicted that 
the import of products into 
the country will undergo 
a 1.8-percent rise in 2024 
in comparison with a year 
earlier. The balance of Iran’s 
current accounts will also 
experience a positive growth 
and reach 2.7 percent of the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2024. 

Acting President Mohammad 
Mokhber inaugurated on Thurs-
day major projects in the south-
eastern province of Sistan and 
Baluchestan via videoconfer-
ence.
Water projects valued at about 
$100 million, including the West 
Asia’s largest desalination plant 
(with a total daily capacity of 

100,000 cubic meters), and a 
total of 73 wells along with a 
110-kilometer water transmis-
sion pipeline were among the 
projects which came into opera-
tion in the presence of Minister 
of Energy Ali Akbar Mehrabian.
Also, a 50-megawatt (MW) wind 
power plant, initiated in 2020, 
was completed with an invest-
ment of over $61.5 million.
The “Mil Nader” power plant 
in Nimruz County in Sistan and 
Baluchestan spans 1,000 hect-
ares and features 20 wind tur-
bines, each capable of generat-
ing 2.5 megawatts of electricity. 
The new addition brings Iran’s 
total number of wind power 
plants to 11, with a combined 
capacity of 352.22 megawatts.
Moreover, a copper smelting 
complex and a gold mine plant 
with an annual output of 3,000 
tons and 432 tons, respectively, 
were inaugurated by Mokhber, 
creating jobs for 450 people in 
the southeastern province.
The acting president also 
launched a project that will sup-

ply high-speed internet for vil-
lages with over 20 households 
in Sistan and Baluchestan as the 
total number of Iranian villages 

using fiber-optic internet sur-
passed 1760.
A total of three gas supply proj-
ects became operational across 

the province and a 190-bed 
hospital was among the inau-
gurated projects in Zahedan by 
Mokhber on Thursday. 

The exports of non-oil 
products from the United States to Iran in the first 
four months of 2024 regis-
tered a 51-percent growth 
compared to the same pe-
riod last year, according to 
a report by the US Bureau 
of Statistics, cited by IRNA.
The statistics put the total 
value of the trade exchang-
es between Iran and the 
United States from January 
to April 2024 at more than 
$30 million.
Also, the trade exchanges 
between Iran and Unit-
ed States from January to 
April 2024 reached $30.6 
million, showing a 72-per-
cent growth compared to 
the last year’s correspond-
ing period.
Iran and the United States 
had exchanged over $17.8 
million worth of prod-
ucts from January to April 
2023.
According to the report, 
the United States export-
ed $26.5 million worth of 
products to Iran from Jan-
uary to April 2024, indicat-
ing a 51-percent growth in 
comparison with the same 
period last year. The US 
Bureau of Statistics said 
the United States exported 
over $17.5 million worth of 
goods to Iran from January 
to April 2023.
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India, Russia, Iran and oth-
er BRICS member countries 
need to collaborate in order 
to strengthen logistics and 
transport connectivity to re-
duce cost and time consumed 
in cross-border trade, said Vi-
jay Kalantri, Chairman of Rus-
sia-India Trade House Mumbai 
(RITHM).
 “India, Iran and Russia may 
collaborate to strengthen 
multi-modal transport connec-
tivity along the International 
North South Transport Corri-
dor (INSTC), deccanherald.com 
wrote.
This corridor passes through 
Iran and Central Asia and it is 
30% cheaper and 40% shorter 
than the Suez Canal route. Par-
ticularly, we need to expedite 
construction of the 164-km 

railway line between Rasht and 
Astara via Anzali. 
Also, the member countries 
need to collaborate to complete 
the 628-km-long railway line to 
connect Chabahar port with the 
Iranian railway system (Zahedan 

railway line), he added.
“These projects will strengthen 
the International North-South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
and reduce logistics time and 
freight cost for trading among 
India, Iran and Central Asian 
countries,” said Kalantri, who 
is President, All India Associ-
ation of Industries (AIAI) and 
Chairman of MVIRDC World 
Trade Centre Mumbai Direc-
tor—World Trade Centre Asso-
ciation New York. 
Speaking at the St Petersburg 
International Economic Forum 

2024 (SPIEF’24), he proposed 
various measures to foster 
strong business ties among 
BRICS countries.In January 2024, five countries 
namely —Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates joined BRICS.
“BRICS forum should cooperate in energy security, artificial in-
telligence, cyber security, block-
chain and other cutting-edge 
technologies. India can export its fintech technologies and 
solutions to BRICS countries for financial inclusion.
“Also, BRICS countries should 
deploy e-commerce platforms 
for SMEs to trade digitally with-
out much barrier. We should 
also promote trade settlement 
in local currency among BRICS 
countries,” he said.

Iran’s export of fresh fruits to India doubled in the first three 
months of 2024 compared to the 
same period last year, according 
to India’s Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry.
From January to March, Iran’s 
import of rice from India regis-
tered a 20-percent decline com-
pared to the same period last 
year while Iran’s export of fresh 
fruits to the South Asian country 
increased twofold.
The ministry put the total value 
of the trade exchanges between Iran and India in the first three 
months of 2024 at $520 million, 
showing a two-percent growth 
compared to last year’s corre-
sponding period.
The value of trade exchanges be-
tween Tehran and New Delhi in 

the first quarter of 2023 stood at 
over $510 million.
India exported $356 million of 
products to Iran from January to 
March 2024, showing an 11-per-
cent hike.
India had exported $322 million 
of products to Iran from January 
to March 2023.
According to the report, India 
imported $164 million of prod-
ucts from Iran from January to 
March 2024, showing a 12 per-
cent decrease.
The ministry added that India 
exported $161 million of rice to Iran in the first three months of 
2024, registering a 20-percent 
decline.
India exported $202 million 
of rice to Iran from January to 
March 2023, the report added.

Fruits export to India 

doubled in Q1

Major projects opened 
in SE Iran

Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar 

Mehrabian (2nd R) inaugurates the 

Middle East’s largest desalination plant 

in Zahedan, Iran on June 6, 2024.

 lRNA



3
 Home

IranicaIran Daily  Saturday, June 8, 2024

Tucked away in the rugged 
mountains of western Iran, near 
the city of Saqqez in Kurdistan 
Province, lies a remarkable nat-
ural wonder that has captivated 
archaeologists and adventurers 
alike – the Karaftu Caves. This in-
tricate network of subterranean 
chambers and passages, carved 
by nature over countless mil-
lennia, holds within its depths 
a treasure trove of secrets from 
Iran’s ancient past.

A journey into 
the Earth’s embrace
The Karaftu Caves are a true tes-
tament to the power of nature 
and the resilience of human 
civilizations. Spanning over 
two kilometers in length, these 
caves are a labyrinth of winding 
tunnels, cavernous chambers, 
and awe-inspiring rock forma-
tions. As you descend into the 
depths of this subterranean 
world, you can’t help but feel 
a sense of wonder and rever-
ence for the natural forces that 
sculpted this extraordinary 
landscape.

Geological marvels
The caves are a geological mas-
terpiece, formed by the relent-
less erosion of water and the 
movements of tectonic plates 
over millions of years. The lime-
stone bedrock has been sculpted 
into breathtaking shapes and 
formations, including towering 
columns, delicate stalactites and stalagmites, and intricate flow-
stone patterns that seem to defy 
gravity.
One of the most striking fea-
tures of the Karaftu Caves is 
the presence of underground 
rivers and lakes, which add an 
ethereal quality to the experi-
ence. The sound of water gently 
trickling and the play of light on 
the rippling surfaces create a 
mesmerizing atmosphere that 
transports visitors to a world 
far removed from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life.

Traces of ancient 
civilizations
While the geological wonders 
of the Karaftu Caves are awe-in-
spiring in their own right, it is 
the archaeological discover-
ies within these subterranean 

chambers that have truly capti-
vated researchers and histori-
ans. Over the years, excavations 
have uncovered a wealth of ar-
tifacts and evidence that shed 
light on the lives of ancient civ-
ilizations that once called this 
region home.Among the most significant finds are prehistoric tools, pot-
tery shards, and human remains 
dating back thousands of years. 
These remnants offer a glimpse 
into the daily lives, cultural 
practices, and technological ad-
vancements of the people who 
sought shelter and sanctuary 
within the caves during those 
ancient times.

Prehistoric rock art
Perhaps the most captivating 
discoveries within the Karaftu 
Caves are the remarkable ex-
amples of prehistoric rock art 
etched into the cave walls. These 
ancient illustrations depict 
scenes of hunting, rituals, and 
daily life, providing a unique 
window into the belief systems, 
traditions, and worldviews of 
the cave’s earliest inhabitants.
The rock art found in the Karaftu 

Caves is not only a testament to 
the artistic talents of our ancient 
ancestors but also serves as a 
valuable source of information 
for researchers studying the 
development of human soci-
eties and cultural expressions 
throughout history.

A subterranean adventure
Venturing into the Karaftu Caves 
is an adventure like no other. 
Guided tours led by experienced 
cavers and archaeologists take 
visitors on a journey through 
winding passages and cham-
bers, revealing the natural and 
cultural wonders that lie within.
As you navigate the narrow 
tunnels and descend into the 
depths, you’ll be greeted by an 
array of geological formations 
that seem to defy the laws of 
physics. From towering columns 
to delicate crystal formations, 
each turn presents a new marvel 
that leaves you in awe of nature’s 
artistry.

Responsible exploration
While exploring the Karaftu 
Caves is an incredible experi-
ence, it is crucial to prioritize 

responsible and sustainable 
tourism practices. The caves 
are a fragile ecosystem, and any 
disturbance or damage can have 
far-reaching consequences for 
the preservation of this natural 
and cultural heritage site.
Visitors are encouraged to fol-
low the guidance of their tour 
guides, refrain from touching 
or altering any rock formations 
or artifacts, and minimize their 
environmental impact by adher-
ing to the principles of Leave No 
Trace. By respecting the delicate 
balance of this underground 
world, we can ensure that future 
generations have the opportuni-
ty to marvel at its wonders.

Preserving a priceless 
legacy
The Karaftu Caves are not only 
a geological and archaeological 
treasure but also a vital part of 
Iran’s cultural heritage. Recog-
nizing their immense impor-
tance, the Iranian government, 
in collaboration with interna-
tional organizations, has under-
taken efforts to protect and pre-
serve this remarkable site.
Ongoing research and excava-

tions are conducted under strict 
guidelines to ensure the proper 
documentation and study of any 
new discoveries. Additionally, 
measures are being taken to miti-
gate the impact of human activity 
and environmental factors, such 
as air pollution and water con-
tamination, on the cave systems.

A window into the past
The Karaftu Caves stand as a 
powerful reminder of the in-
tricate tapestry of human his-
tory and the enduring legacy 
of ancient civilizations. As you 
explore these subterranean 
wonders, you can’t help but feel 
a connection to the countless 
generations that have called this 
region home, each leaving their 
mark on the walls and echoes in 
the chambers.
Whether you’re an avid caver, an 
archaeology enthusiast, or sim-
ply someone who appreciates the 
marvels of nature, a visit to the 
Karaftu Caves is an experience 
that will leave you in awe and in-
spire a deeper appreciation for 
the rich cultural heritage of Iran 
and the resilience of human inge-
nuity throughout the ages.

Dehloran, located in Ilam 
Province, stands out as a 
special destination known 
for its unique hot springs. 
The water in these springs 
reaches temperatures of up 
to 50°C, making it a popular 
choice for visitors seeking 
health tourism experiences.
Situated just three kilome-
ters away from the city of De-
hloran, at the foothills of Siah 
Kuh near Khofash (Bats) 
Cave, these natural hot 
springs provide a breathtak-
ing sight. When the sunlight 
touches the water, a stun-
ning rainbow-like color pat-
tern emerges, creating one 
of the most rare and beau-
tiful natural phenomena in 
Iran.
The therapeutic properties 

of Dehloran hot springs are 
well-known due to its high 
mineral content, especially 
sulfur. Every year, numerous tourists visit to find relief 
from joint pain, rheumatoid 
conditions, skin problems, 
and muscle ailments. It is 
crucial to mention that peo-
ple with heart conditions 
should refrain from using 
the waters because of the el-
evated sulfur levels.
Dehloran hot springs com-prise a fossil type, influenced 
by the oil and gas resources 
of the region. The hot water, 
rich in minerals, originates 
from the convergence of 
two streams forming a river. The beneficial effects of the 
water also extend to the sur-
rounding vegetation.

Accessing Dehloran hot 
springs is convenient, with 
two main paths available. 
The asphalt road leading 
to Dehloran provides easy 
access to the springs west 
of the city and also allows 
visitors to explore Khofash 
Cave. For a more adventur-
ous journey, travelers can 
opt for the secondary dirt 
road leading to the fasci-
nating tar springs. Here, instead of water, tar flows 
from the ground, creating 
a unique natural spectacle. 
This site is recognized as a 
national heritage of Iran 
and stands as the only tar 
springs discovered in the 
country, enhancing the at-
traction of Ilam Province’s 
natural wonders.

Wonders of Karaftu Caves  
in Kurdistan Province

Discover the unique hot springs of Dehloran in Ilam Province
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The measures by the incumbent 
government in about 1,000 days 
of its service (started August 2021) 
led to a boom in Iran’s oil and gas 
industry, as crude oil production 
increased by more than 60 per-
cent, and oil exports increased 
from 300,000 barrels to an aver-
age of 1.5 million barrels per day.
Iranian Minister of Oil Javad 
Owji has recently said from the 
very beginning, the current gov-
ernment (13th government) has 
never waited for negotiations 
to remove international sanc-
tions, adding that in recent 2.5 
years, relying on domestic new technology-based firms (NTBFs), 
Iran’s oil industry has gained 
great achievements.
Stating that at the beginning of 
the current administration, the 
amount of oil production and 
export was not favorable, the 
minister said: “Today, we have achieved such figures in this field 
that are hard for many to believe.”
“By the end of last Iranian year 
(March 19, 2024), we have com-pleted about 132 unfinished 
projects worth $28.5 billion, and 
at the same time, we have start-
ed the implementation of 50 
projects worth $47.5 billion,” he 
announced.
Pointing to the 54-million-cu-
bic-meter increase in the gas 
production, as well as a rise of 
220,000 barrels in processing 
capacity and 10 million tons of 
petrochemicals in the last 2.5 
years, Owji said a large part of 
the achievements obtained 
thanks to the completion and exploitation of unfinished proj-
ects, some of which were de-
layed for more than 10 years.
Owji said the development of 
Phase 11 of South Pars Gas Field, 
which was passed around by for-
eign companies for 20 years, is 
one of the main achievements 
of the Ministry of Petroleum 
during the tenure of the 13th 
government.

“This achievement was gained 
by the efforts of the managers 
and employees of the oil indus-
try and by relying on domestic 
contractors, which currently 
produces 12 million cubic me-
ters (mcm) of gas, and according 
to plans, will increase to 30 mcm 
by the end of the 13th adminis-
tration, and in the coming years 
will hit 50 mcm.”
Pointing out that the previous 
government had announced 
that it was ready to hand over the Abadan Refinery which is the country’s oldest refinery 
for free, Owji stated: “Today, we see that the refinery contrib-
utes greatly to the production of 
oil products in Iran as last year it made a profit of 12 trillion to-
mans ($200 million).”
The executive works of the sec-ond part of Phase 2 of the refin-
ery’s development project will 
also start soon, he added.

Collecting associated 
petroleum gas
Contracts worth over $5 billion 
were signed for the collection 
of associated petroleum gas 
(APG) in the 13th government for field gas collection of the West Karoun and East Karoun fields of Karun as well as fields in the 
west of Iran, the minister stated.
“Currently, 11.5 mcm of APG are 
collected, which will reach 30 
mcm by the end of the current 
Iranian year (March 20, 2025). 
Methane from the processing of these flare gases is injected 
into the national gas network as 
heavy compounds are fed to pet-
rochemical complexes in order 
to create more added value.”
He mentioned the completion of South Pars Phase 14 Refinery after a decade and said: With the 
full launch of the complex, more 
than 50 mcm per day was added to Iran’s gas refining capacity.
Extraterritorial refinery 
projectsThe National Iranian Oil Refin-
ing and Distribution Company 
(NIORDC) was the first Iranian 

company to start extraterritori-al refineries.Venezuela was the first country, and El Palito was the pilot refin-
ery for Iran’s extraterritorial 
project.The El Palito refinery project in 
Venezuela has progressed by 
about 85 percent, as 85-90 per-
cent of its equipment has been 
provided by Iranian companies.
Iran also has reached an agree-
ment with South Africa to devel-op and equip five refineries in 
the African state.
The agreement was reached on 
the sidelines of the 15th BRICS 
Summit in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, under which the Iranian 
Oil Ministry will help to develop five refineries in South Africa by 
exporting technical and engi-
neering services.

Boosting pressure 
The pressure boosting project, 
which started last Iranian year, 
requires an investment of $20 
billion as its implementation 
will fetch $900 billion in income 
and 90 trillion cubic feet of gas 
for the country, has said Mohsen 
Khojasteh-Mehr, the CEO of the 
National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC).
Eligible companies that we have 
chosen for the project should work in the field of geophysical 
and geotechnical studies, tur-
bo-compressor manufacturing, 
and pressure boosting plat-
forms.The official noted that his com-
pany has signed a contract with 
petrochemical companies for 
20 gas tanks worth $7 billion, 
explaining that the NIOC coop-
erates with petrochemical com-plexes and refineries, and sup-
ports them in providing feed and 
export issues.

Launch of megaprojects
Last year, the NIOC signed a 
$13-billion contract for the de-velopment of oilfields, of which$ 
12.5 billion pertained to two joint fields, Khojasteh-Mehr 
stated, adding that Iran has 400 
oil and gas reservoirs, as the 

country’s total oil and gas re-
serves are equivalent to 340 bil-
lion barrels of crude oil.
A total of 700 low-yielding wells 
have been handed over to new technology-based firms (NTBFs) 
and technological companies 
because the private sector can 
help the entire upstream chain 
of the oil industry.

Gaining self-sufficiency 
 Referring to the implementa-
tion of very important projects in the field of gas storage, Owji 
has said in the last [Iranian] year 
of 1402, more than one billion 
cubic meters (bcm) of additional 
gas storage was done compared 
to its preceding year of 1401.
Owji explained about the in-
crease in the quality of petro-
leum products in the country’s refineries stating that the pro-
duction of Euro 5 products was achieved in the Isfahan Refinery 
last year, and according to e plan-
nings, the boosting of quality for petroleum products in all refin-
eries is carried out by relying on 
domestic capacity.
He referred to the implementa-
tion of more than 1,000 kilome-
ters of gas pipelines in the country, 
and continued: “In the current administration, five gas pressure 
boosting stations were put into 
operation and gas was supplied to 
more than 6,000 villages.”
Iran’s oil industry has attained self-sufficiency in all sectors, 
including the development of offshore and onshore fields, ma-
rine structures, the construction 

of petro-refineries, the collec-
tion of APG, and the drilling of 
horizontal and vertical wells, 
relying on the domestic manu-
facturers of the industry.
Planning has been done to in-
crease the production of oil and 
gas, oil and petrochemical prod-
ucts in the Seventh Development 
Plan which relies on the poten-
tials of domestic companies.
There is no limit to investment 
in the oil industry, the minister 
said inviting all investors to join 
the industry, as the Ministry of 
Oil will also provide full support.
According to statistics released 
by the Statistical Center of Iran 
(SCI) and the Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI), the Ministry of Oil had a magnificent performance last 
Iranian year, Owji said adding 
the economic growth of the oil 
and gas sector was over 20 per-
cent last year, which had a signif-
icant impact on the overall eco-
nomic growth of the country.

More revenues
Iran exported $35 billion worth 
of crude oil in 1402 despite all 
the restrictions, Owji has stated 
noting that the enemies made 
efforts to stop Iran’s oil tankers, 
but they failed.
Talking about the Ministry of 
Petroleum’s plan for the current 
Iranian year, Owji said a sum of 
79 projects valued at $25 billion 
will be put into operation in the 
upstream and downstream sec-
tors, as 50 new projects have 
also been kicked off.“With the implementation 

of new oil industry projects, 
300,000 to 400,000 bpd will be 
added to oil production, 35 mcm 
to crude gas production, 50,000 barrels to refining capacity and three million to five million tons 
to the annual production capac-
ity of petrochemical complexes 
of the country.”
Referring to the signing of con-
tracts for the development of oil and gas fields by the NIOC with 
domestic contractors, the min-
ister said adding four contracts were inked with domestic firms 
valued at $20 billion for the 
pressure boosting project in the South Pars joint field and $13 
billion worth of contracts for the development of seven oilfields 
has been signed by the NIOC.
He pointed to the call of the Min-
istry of Petroleum to supply gas 
feed to petrochemical units and 
stated: “During last weeks, im-
portant documents were signed 
with 13 petrochemical compa-
nies to supply their gas feed from 20 gas fields.”
Fruits of Raisi’s foreign 
visits
The ground is paved for cooper-
ation on oil sector with foreign 
countries which was done by 
Raisi’s visits to other countries, 
the minister stated noting that 
oil cooperation with foreigners in the field of exporting oil, oil 
products, petrochemical prod-
ucts and exporting techno-en-
gineering services is increasing 
day by day.
All the capacities of the country in the technical, financial, con-
tractors and advisory sectors 
are used for the prosperity of 
the oil industry, Owji said, not-
ing that “There is no better place 
than investing in oil industry, as 
the return on capital in the oil 
industry occurs in the shortest 
time.
Owji pointed to the develop-
ment of energy diplomacy by the 
13th government and added: 
“Today, despite all the restric-
tions, compared to [the Iranian 

year of] 1397, the highest level of 
exports is carried out.”

Boom in oil industry gained 
during 1,000-day term of Raisi

 president.ir
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Nine oil and gas fields were discovered 
in the tenure of the 13th government, announced Mehdi Fakour, director 
of exploration at National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC), adding that the num-
ber of exploration drilling rigs of his company has increased to 10 from two 
rigs in August 2021.Fakour added that “In the last 2.5 years, we have witnessed growths of 400, 300, 189 and 127 percent, re-spectively in the field of 2D seismogra-phy, 3D seismography, magnetometry, 

and 3D seismic processing compared to related figures for the preceding 
four years”.“Currently, the exploration success rate in the world stands at 10 percent, while this figure is 100 percent in Iran, as in Iraq, it hits 50 percent, in Oman 30 percent, in the United Arab Emir-ates 15 percent, and in Qatar five per-cent,” he stated.Fakour went on to say that in the past, exploration operations across the country were limited to a few num-

bers of provinces, noting that today, 
due to the efforts of the staff of his company, exploration drillings are being carried out in 19 provinces of Iran, equivalent to 60 percent of the country’s area, which has created employment for more than 5,000 
people.Iran is currently implementing eight exploration projects; he said adding that a sum of 28 new exploration sites is on agenda for his company for drill-
ing operations.

With the efforts made by the new technology-based firms (NTBFs), the Iranian gas industry has gained self-sufficiency as all required products have been do-mesticized, announced Manag-ing Director of National Iranian 
Gas Company (NIGC) Majid Che-
geni.The official noted that innova-tions as well as productions pre-sented this year by NTBFs show that the technology develop-ment of these firms is advancing at an acceptable rate as they have made significant advances com-

pared to last year.“This achievement is a source of 
pride and hope for the oil indus-try and especially the gas sector. Therefore, we appreciate all the related officials that took fun-damental steps to pass a law on supporting the NTBFs,” he stat-
ed.Chegeni went on to say that the products presented by NTBFs showed that they enjoy the po-tential to compete with foreign products, and due to compliance with standards, they can meet 
many needs of the gas industry.

“Supporting NTBFs is one of our main duties, that’s why the NIGC signed a contract for the first-time production valued at $150 million with the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology to support NTBFs."The official added that also an equivalent credit of $600 million has been allocated so that the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology will sign contracts for the first-time production in the field of strategic demands and new technological business-es with qualified NTBFs.

Number of exploration drilling rigs 

increases fivefold 

NTBFs help Iranian gas industry  

to become self-sufficient: NIGC

Iran’s export of liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) increased by about 30 percent during 
last Iranian year of 1402 (end-ed March 19), compared to the corresponding figure of its preceding year of 1401 (ended March 20, 2023), announced the caretaker of the International Affairs Department of the Na-
tional Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC).
Amir-Houshang Karami has 

said his department can help to increase forex revenues 
through the export of natural gas and its products, which is often done through private sec-
tor.The department can provide better conditions for the de-
velopment of investment, em-
ployment and promotion of gross domestic product (GDP), the official added.
The export of natural gas to 

Iraq increased by 15 percent in the Iranian year of 1402, while the related contract was ex-tended for the next five years, Karami stated noting that “It is 
obvious that in addition to the commercial benefits, it plays 
an important role in the sta-bility of the country’s energy diplomacy and the strength-ening of relations with neigh-boring and regional coun-
tries.”

Iran registers 30% rise in 

annual LPG exports

 Mojtaba Damirchilou, the sec-retary-general of the Eurasian Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has proposed 
the establishment of an energy corridor from Russia passing through Iran to the Persian Gulf.Damirchilou has said accord-ing to the geographical location and existing infrastructure in Iran, the capacity is available to 
pay attention to this area before the past, as regional countries are also interested in cooperat-ing with Iran in this regard.The use of existing infrastruc-ture and the creation of new infrastructure to reach regional markets should be considered. In this field, constructive coop-eration has started and we have 

a clear vision, the official stated.He also noted that there is co-operation between Iran and the regional countries in the field of energy export, swap and transit.
There have been long-standing ties between Iran and the coun-tries of the Eurasian region, as 
these regions have extensive connections with Iran, the offi-cial stated.The official went on to say that in the field of oil industry, Iran has ties with all the countries of the Eurasian region, explaining that these countries are either oil and gas producers and ex-porters or energy consumers.Iran’s energy networks are connected with Turkmeni-stan, Azerbaijan and Armenia, 

Damirchilou noted, adding that effective communication between Iran and neighboring countries is underway.“In the field of exporting petro-leum products and petrochemi-cal products, there are many ca-pacities and a clear perspective could be imagined.”In the field of investment and joint cooperation, such as the 
development of oil and gas fields, a constructive under-
standing has been formed between Iran and Russia, as several contracts are being im-
plemented, he said, noting that under the new conditions of 
Russia due to the oil embargoes on the country, a new field of co-
operation has been formed.

Establishment of energy corridor  

from Russia to Persian Gulf through Iran
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 SHANA
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The first day of the Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial tour-nament in Budapest – the final UWW Ranking Series event be-fore the Paris Olympics – saw Ira-nian wrestlers collect three med-als, including a couple of silvers, in the freestyle contests.Representing the country in the 65kg contests, Abbas Ebrahimza-deh came out 6-0 winner against Azerbaijan’s Haji Aliev – a three-time world champion and sil-ver medalist in Tokyo Olym-pics – for a place in the final showpiece, but settled for the silver after a 12-8 loss to Japanese Kotaro Kiyooka.A d e l  P a n a h i a n grabbed a second silver for the coun-try when he fell to a 6-5 defeat against Georgian wrestler Otari Bagauri in the 79kg final.Shahdad Khosravi, meanwhile, added a bronze to Iran’s medal count in the Hungarian capital as he bounced back from a last-four 7-3 defeat against Armenian Ar-sen Harutyunyan – a winner of three successive world bronzes – to outmuscle Giorgi Goniash-vili of Georgia 8-0 and share the 

61kg third podium with American Nahshon Garrett.Ali Mo’meni (57kg), Mohammad-ali Amouzad (70kg), and Abolfazl Babalou (97kg) were also in ac-tion on the first day of the competitions but finished their campaigns emp-ty-handed.

BBC – Jaylen Brown starred as the Boston Celtics put on a dominant display to beat the Dallas Mavericks 107-89 in game one of the NBA Finals.The 27-year-old top scored with 22 points, while five of his team-mates also recorded double figures for the Celtics who are aiming to win a record 18th title.But the Celtics’ defensive dis-play was just as good, helping them to a 29-point lead in the first half at the TD Garden in Massachusetts.Mavericks star Luka Doncic, who scored 30 points and 10 rebounds, helped his side to close the deficit to eight points in the third quarter but the 

home side pulled away again in the fourth quarter.“When they cut it to eight, that’s when the game started,” said Brown.“I liked how our team respond-ed. We stayed composed. Of-fensively, we got to our spac-ing and was able to push that lead back out and make some plays.”Kristaps Porzingis made his return from injury for the Celtics after missing 10 games with a calf injury during the play-offs.The Latvian, playing against his former side, scored 20 points including 11 from rebounds.On a disappointing night for the Mavericks, the Texan side 

will be looking to take hope from their performance in the third quarter.“I think in those moments we were playing our basketball,” said Doncic.“We were getting stops. We didn’t allow them to offensive rebound. We were having fun out there in those moments, and that’s what we’ve got to do more.”Boston host game two of the best-of-seven series on Sunday.They are aiming to move clear of the Los Angeles Lakers, who also have 17 NBA Champion-ship titles, and will know that 70% of NBA Finals have been won by the team that was vic-torious in game one.

World Cup Asian qualifiers:
Iran coach Qalenoei pleased with performance 
in Hong Kong win
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Iran head coach Amir Qalenoei said he was satisfied with his team’s performance and quality in the 4-2 away victory over Hong Kong, China in the World Cup Asian qualifiers preliminary round.Mahdi Taremi gave Iran the lead from the spot 12 minutes into the game, only to see his strike canceled out two minutes later by Ma Hei Wai, whose effort from a tight angle went in through goalkeeper Payam Niazmand’s legs.Taremi restored the advantage thanks to a second spot-kick in the 34th minute and completed his hat-trick with a sublime curling effort from the edge of the box 11 minutes after the break.substitute Anthony Pinto gave the home side a lifeline with his first touch of the game on the hour mark before Sardar Azmoun’s composed finish made it 4-2 as Iran remained top of Group E – equal on 13 points with Uzbekistan, which will visit Tehran to take on Qalenoei’s side on the final day of the preliminary-round fix-tures on Tuesday.“We had two opponents tonight. One was a decent Hong Kong team and the other was the high humidity, which made it very challenging for us,” Qalenoei said after the game.The Iranian coach, who has embarked on a rejuvenation project within his aged squad after February’s AFC Asian Cup, fielded new faces in young defender Mo-hammad-Amin Hazbavi as well as Sepa-han duo Arya Yousefi and Mohammad Qorbani, while Esteghlal Khuzestan strik-er Javad Aqaeipour was rewarded with a first international cap as a late substitute after a stellar campaign in the newly-fin-ished Persian Gulf Pro League season.“We scored four goals and had other chances to score more but in general, given the presence of a number of young players who have recently joined the na-

tional team, I am pretty satisfied with the performance and quality of the game, not to mention the result,” added the Iranian coach.This was a second meeting between the two sides in six months following Iran’s 1-0 victory in Asian Cup group stage.“Football in Asia has become closer and the 

results recorded in the Asian Cup prove this. It showed that every game can be difficult for all teams in the continent,” said Qalenoei, while he was full of praise for his talisman Taremi, who is now the joint-third all-time top scorer – alongside legendary midfielder Karim Baqeri – for the national team with 50 goals, following Ali Daei and Azmoun.

The milestone night also saw Taremi reg-ister his fourth international hat-trick, second highest after Daei, who has eight under his belt.“The strategy of the national team is to attack and create chances. With all due respect to Hong Kong, which caused us problems in some spells, Iran controlled 

the game today and had many opportu-nities in front of the goal. I believe Hong Kong’s football philosophy has changed a lot and, as the manager said, they be a tough opponent for other Asian teams in the future,” said Taremi, who is to be un-veiled as a new signing for Serie A cham-pion Inter on July 1.Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial:
Iranians grab  
double silvers on Day 1

Celtics dominate Mavericks  
in NBA Finals opener

Iranian Abbas Ebrahimzadeh won 
a freestyle 65kg silver medal at the 
Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial 
tournament in Budapest, Hungary.

 MOJTABA SHOURMEYI

Iranian players celebrate a goal during a 4-2 victory over Hong Kong in Hog Kong, China, on June 6, 2024.
 AFC

Celtics’ Jaylen Brown (7) dunks the ball 
during a victory over the Mavericks in 
Game 1 of the NBA Finals in Boston, 
MA, US, on June 6, 2024.

 MADDIE MEYER/GETTY IMAGES
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An anti-Iran resolution recently 
passed by the United Nations nu-
clear agency has met with strong 
condemnation from Tehran, which 
says such moves would not deter 
the Islamic Republic’s peaceful 
nuclear program and are in line 
with the previously failed policies 
of some Western countries.
The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA)’s Board of Gov-
ernors passed a resolution on 
Wednesday calling on Iran to step 
up cooperation with the watchdog 
and reverse what it claimed to be 
Tehran’s barring of inspectors.
The motion proposed by Britain, 
France and Germany – but op-
posed by China and Russia – at the IAEA board is the first of its kind 
since November 2022.The European troika — also known as the E3 — wrote to the 
UN Security Council detailing what 
they labeled as Iran’s violations 
of the 2015 nuclear deal, a step 
diplomats said aimed to pressure 
Tehran to resolve the issue diplo-
matically and to avoid reimposing 

UN sanctions.
Hours after the approval of the 
IAEA resolution, Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry condemned the action in 
the strongest terms and called the 
move political.
In a late-night statement, the min-
istry said the passage of the reso-
lution will have no effect on Iran’s 
resolve to continue its peaceful 
application of the nuclear energy. 
“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
views the proposal and approval 

of this resolution as a political-
ly-motivated and unconstructive 
move and the continuation of 
previously failed policies of some 
Western governments as well as 
a bid to politically abuse interna-
tional mechanisms against inde-
pendent nations,” the statement 
read. 
Stressing that Iran is committed 
to continuing its technical cooper-
ation with the IAEA, the statement 
said, “The issuance of the resolu-

tion will have no effect on the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’s resolve to 
press ahead with its peaceful nu-
clear program and to implement 
its nuclear development plans in 
line with its rights under related 
international treaties.”
Meanwhile, Iran’s permanent am-
bassador to the UN also reacted to 
the IAEA’s resolution. 
In a letter to UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres and the rotating 
president of the UN Security Coun-

cil Joonkook Hwang on Thursday, 
Amir Saeed Iravani said Tehran’s decision to take remedial mea-
sures is in full compliance with its 
inherent right under Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). The Iranian diplomat 
also lambasted the three Europe-
an countries for spearheading the 
anti-Iran resolution.
Tehran, he said, “rejects all the allegations” in the E3’s letter and 
“reiterates its position concerning 
its peaceful nuclear program and 
the JCPOA.”Iravani also said the E3 continues 
to level unfounded allegations 
against Iran for non-compliance 
with JCPOA commitments.“Iran’s decision to take remedial 
measures was in full accordance 
with its inherent right under para-

graphs 26 and 36 of the JCPOA, in 
reaction to the United States’ un-
lawful unilateral withdrawal from 
the agreement on 8 May 2018, and the subsequent failure of the E3 to 
uphold their commitments. The 
objective behind Iran’s decision, 
which was made a full year after 
the US’s unlawful withdrawal and the E3/EU’s failure to fulfill their 
sanctions-lifting obligations, was 
crystal clear: to restore a balance 
in reciprocal commitments and benefits under the JCPOA,” Iran’s 
ambassador to the UN said.Iravani said the claim that the E3 
has consistently upheld its JCPOA 
commitments is simply untrue. 
Iran and world powers reached the landmark nuclear agreement 
in 2015, under which Tehran 
curbed parts of its nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for the removal 
of sanctions imposed on the Irani-
an economy.
Tehran started to suspend some 
of its obligations under the agree-
ment in 2019, a year after the US 
government unilaterally aban-
doned the deal and reinstated 
sanctions on Iran.
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Hezbollah hits Israel’s 
Iron Dome with guided missile

 International Desk

Lebanon’s Hezbollah resis-
tance movement said it has 
hit an Iron Dome launcher 
with a guided missile in what could be the first hit 
on the regime’s defense 
system.
The Lebanese group re-
leased a video on Wednes-day that confirms the at-tack.
The 90-second clip, cap-
tured from the missile’s 
onboard camera, shows it flying towards an Iron 
Dome launcher at a military 
base in the northern Israeli 
settlement of Ramot Nafta-
li near Lebanon. The feed 
cuts out just before impact.
On Thursday, the Israel’s 
military claimed that it was 
not aware of any damage to 
its launchers.It could be the first time 
that a missile launcher – 
one part of the Iron Dome 
along with radar and con-
trol centers – has been hit in an attack.
“It appears Hezbollah did 
hit the Iron Dome launch-
er with a guided missile,” 
said Joe Truzman, a senior 
research analyst at the US-
based Foundation for De-
fense of Democracies.

An image emerged Thurs-
day on social media show-
ing the damaged launcher, confirming it was struck. 
Since October, Hezbollah 
movement has been ex-changing fire with Israeli 
military in support of Pales-
tinian resistance groups in 
the Gaza Strip where Israe-li regime has killed more than 36,700 people – most-
ly women and children. 
The United Nations has 
decided to add Israel as a 
regime that harms children in conflict zones, UN Secre-
tary-General António Gu-
terres told Israel’s defense 
attaché in the US, Major 
General Hedy Silberman, 
Israeli media reported on 
Thursday.Despite Israel’s weeks-long 
efforts to dissuade Guterres from taking this step, Israel 
is expected to be included 
on the list to be published next week as part of a re-
port to the UN Security 
Council, according to local Channel 13 News.
Last month, Ynet News 
reported that Israeli of-ficials were increasingly 
concerned the move was 
imminent, with sources 
saying, “The current sec-
retary-general hates Israel 

and it is no longer possible to influence him.”
“The meaning of Israel’s inclusion in the blacklist 
is very problematic and 
may cause countries in the 
world to impose an arms 
embargo on Israel,” the 
sources said.
According to the Palestin-
ian Authority Ministry of 
Education and Higher Ed-
ucation, more than 15,000 children have been killed 
since the start of the Israe-
li onslaught on the Gaza 
Strip. It noted that the majority of those killed by Israel are school and kin-
dergarten students. More-
over, 64 students from schools in the West Bank, 
including Al-Quds, have also been killed in the past 
eight months.
On Friday, Israeli forces 
bombarded a Gaza refugee camp after a deadly strike 
on a UN-run school there.
Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in 
Deir al-Balah, central Gaza, said at least 37 people were killed in Thursday’s Israeli strike on the UN-run school 
in Nuseirat camp.
The United Nations agency 
for Palestinian refugees, 
UNRWA, said hundreds 
of displaced Gazans were 
sheltering at the school, 
which was “hit without pri-
or warning”.
UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres described the strike as “horrific”, while 
Egypt’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu 
Zeid condemned what 
he called the “deliberate 
bombing of an UNRWA 
school”.
“Israeli violations of Pales-
tinian rights continue day 
after day, in full view of the 
civilized world,” Zeid said 
on X.

Director General of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael Grossi 

(C) attends the IAEA’s Board of Governors 

meeting at the agency’s headquarters in 

Vienna, Austria on June 3, 2024.

 AFP

Iran: IAEA resolution 
‘politically-motivated, unconstructive’

UN to blacklist Israel for harming children



irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir Vol. 7575  Saturday, June 8, 2024  100,000 rials  8 pagesIranDailyWeb

 Editorial Dept. Tel

 Address

 ICPI Publisher

 Advertising Dept. Tel/Email

 Website

 Email

 Printing House

+98 21 84711226

208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran

+98 21 88548892-5

+98 21 88500601/irandaily@iranagahiha.com

www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir

irandaily@icpi.ir

Iran Cultural & Press Institute

Arts & Culture Desk

The Iraqi Minister of Higher Ed-ucation and Scientific Research, 
Naim Al-Aboudi, expressed his 
country’s willingness to host 
branches of Iranian universities 
and to have Iranian students en-
roll in Iraqi universities.
In a meeting with Head of Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations 
Organization (ICRO) ,  Hojja-
toleslam Mehdi Imanipour, 
Al-Aboudi offered condolences 
on the passing of Iran’s presi-dent Ebrahim Raisi, calling it a significant loss for the Iranian 
nation.
Al-Aboudi acknowledged the 
positive collaboration with the Islamic Republic’s cultural cen-
ter in Baghdad to resolve chal-lenges in the scientific and aca-demic fields. 
He mentioned that Iraq was pre-
pared to host a joint Iraq-Iran 
Science Week before the tragic 
incident that caused a delay.

The Iraqi minister welcomed the 
establishment of Iranian universi-
ty branches in Iraq, citing the suc-
cessful collaboration between the 
Al-Sabtain University for Medical 
Sciences and Tehran University of 
Medical Sciences as an example. 
Al-Aboudi further highlighted 
Iraq’s desire to cooperate with Iran in fields such as artificial 
intelligence, nanoscience, and 
other emerging disciplines. 
He also supported the idea of 
sisterhood relationships be-
tween universities in the two 
countries.The head of ICRO commended 
the constructive collaboration 
between the two countries in the scientific and academic fields, 
particularly during Al-Aboudi’s 
tenure. 
He emphasized the need to en-
hance cooperation daily and 
drew attention to the impor-
tance of facilitating Iraqi stu-
dents’ access to art education in Iran’s fine arts faculties.

Imanipour also mentioned that 
a few outstanding issues regard-
ing university relations between 
the two countries are being ad-
dressed through necessary fol-
low-ups.
He proposed facilitating the 
establishment of a civilization 
studies program at reputable 
Iraqi universities, emphasizing 
the need to plan for the future 
of the world amid its historical 
turning point.
Imanipour underscored the 
importance of dialogue among scientific and academic elites to 
build a new Islamic civilization. He suggested that joint scientific 
research should be facilitated to 
create a shared future.

Iranian animation ‘Feather’, di-
rected by Iranian director Sade-
gh Javadi, was awarded at the Russian Voronezh International 
Animation Film Festival.
Feather narrates the story of the 
life of a father and son who bet 
on a rooster.
The Voronezh International An-
imation Festival is a review of 
modern professional domestic and world animation films for 

children, teenagers and fami-
lies. A feature of the festival is 
its workshop format, which will 
include not only screenings and discussions of animated films, 
but also master classes, round 
tables and creative meetings for 
a wide audience from leading 
specialists of the Voronezh An-
imation Studio and recognized 
professionals of the internation-
al animation industry. 

The ‘Feather’ has been show-
cased at various international film festivals including the Port-
land Festival of Cinema, Anima-
tion & Technology in the United 
States, Animadeba in Spain, 
ANIMANIMA in Serbia, Chania 
Film Festival in Greece, Taic-
hung International Animation 
Festival in Taiwan, and Catali-
na Film Festival in the United 
States. 
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The Iranian Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) is taking 
strong action to ensure food 
safety and protect consumers’ 
health. 
Abdolazim Behfar, the head 
of the FDA’s Food and Drinks 
Products Department, outlined 
recent efforts to enforce regula-
tions and crack down on viola-
tions on the occasion of World 
Food Safety Day (June 7). 
Food safety is a crucial element 
of public health and global food 
security. Unsafe food contain-
ing bacteria, viruses, parasites, 
or harmful chemicals can cause 
more than 250 diseases.
According to a report from the 
World Health Organization, 
it is estimated that annually 
600 million people fall ill after 
consuming contaminated food, 
leading to the death of 420,000 
of them.
Behfar stated that the FDA is 
closely monitoring food and 
drinks production units and 
imported shipments, including raw materials and final prod-
ucts. In the last Iranian year, 
the FDA addressed 4,884 com-
plaints regarding food products. 
As a result of their inspections, 

approximately 5,100 cases of 
violations were referred to the 
judicial authorities.
The FDA works closely with 
universities of medical scienc-
es across Iran, which serve as 
the executive arms of the FDA. 
These universities have dedi-
cated departments that inspect 
and supervise the distribution 
centers of health-oriented prod-
ucts, Behfar added. 
When unauthorized production 
or importation is detected, the products are confiscated, and 
the owners are referred to the 
judicial authorities. Cases are 
pursued until a resolution is 
reached.
Behfar also addressed the in-
creasing number of small work-
shops in the country, stating 

that traditional workshops have 
a supervision ID and submit 
their products to FDA-approved 
laboratories for testing. As they 
operate within legal boundaries, 
they are monitored by the FDA 
and are considered trustworthy 
by consumers.
The FDA encourages food pro-
duction units to prioritize the 
production of healthier food 
items that exceed standard cri-
teria. This focus on consumer safety is reflected in the strin-
gent measures taken by govern-
ments worldwide to ensure food 
hygiene as a critical health indi-cator, the health official added. 
The scope of food hygiene has expanded significantly. While it was previously defined as “from farm to fork,” recent scientific 
advancements in food hygiene 
have extended this scope from 
the genetic level and the pro-
duction of plant and animal raw 
materials to the cellular level 
in consumers, covering a much 
broader range.
He concluded that in addition 
to production-level supervision, 
products are also monitored at the distribution level. Regular 
and surprise inspections are 
conducted at food production 
units nationwide.
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Iraq welcomes launching 
Iranian university branches

Minoo Oftadeh, a renowned Ira-
nian violinist, and kamancheh (an Iranian spiked fiddle) player, 
died on June 6 after a prolonged 
illness. She was 65.
Born in 1958, Oftadeh began her 
musical journey at the age of 10 
when she enrolled in the National 
Music School, where she studied 
under the tutelage of renowned 

violinist George Martirosian. 
During her high school years, she 
expanded her musical repertoire 
by learning to play the piano and 
the tombak (goblet drum), ISNA 
wrote. 
Oftadeh continued her musical 
education at the University of 
Tehran’s Faculty of Fine Arts. At 
just 16 years old, she joined the 

Culture and Arts Orchestra, the 
Women’s Orchestra, and the tom-
bak group under the guidance of 
master musician Mohammad Es-
maeili. 
She performed extensively across 
Iran and began teaching violin 
and kamancheh at the Center for 
the Preservation and Propaga-
tion of Music.

Oftadeh remained active in the 
music scene, performing with 
various groups and contributing 
to audio productions. She held 
concerts both within Iran and 
internationally. In recent years, 
she dedicated much of her time 
to teaching at Tehran universi-ties, the Rudaki Foundation, and 
independent classes.

Iraqi Minister of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research Naim Al-Aboudi (R) and 

Head of Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations 
Organization Mehdi Imanipour meet in 

Baghdad, Iraq on June 6, 2024. 
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