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“ E u r o p e  h a s 
never faced a 
threat of this 
magnitude,” Em-
manuel Macron 
wa r n e d  w i t h 
grave concern 

and unease in a ceremony in honor of the 
Normandy landings, a pivotal operation in 
World War II. His subsequent television inter-
view with French channels captured the at-
tention of many experts, as the title he chose 
carried a weighty message. Macron’s trepi-
dation proved prescient as polls predicted a 
victory for the extreme right in the European 
Parliament elections.However, as the final day of voting in these elec-
tions concluded and estimates showed a 30% 
win for the right-wing party “National Rally,” 
led by Marine Le Pen, the French president took 
swift action. He announced snap elections, call-
ing for the dissolution of parliament and sched-
uling new elections within the coming weeks—
on June 30 and July 7, respectively. Macron’s move reflected a sense of urgency and a desire 
to reshape the political landscape in the face of 
a surging right-wing tide.
The unexpected decision by Macron, unveiled 
on the evening of Sunday, June 9, came amid polls predicting a significant shift in the politi-
cal landscape. The “ Renaissance” party, led by 
Macron, was projected to secure only around 
15% of the votes in the European Parliament 
elections, while the main op-
position party, the Socialists, 
headed by Raphaël Glucksmann, was forecast 
to garner about 14% of the vote. 

Political analyst 

By Abed 

Akbari

P E R S P E C T I V E

E X C L U S I V E

Macron’s gov't rattled by  
far-right surge, parl. dissolution
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Iran urges 'technical' 
talks with Kuwait on  
disputed gas field
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 

Kana’ani dismissed on Monday Kuwait’s one-

sided stances about the joint Arash gas field, 
emphasizing that the repeat of such statements 

and claims have no legal value and would not 

entitle Kuwait to any right. 

The only way to solve the issue is to return 

to technical talks to reach a sustainable 

agreement under good neighborliness and 

respect for common interests, the official 
noted, as reported by IRNA.
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Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Nasser Ka-
na’ani dismissed on Mon-
day Kuwait’s one-sided 
stances about the joint Arash gas field, emphasiz-
ing that the repeat of such statements and claims have no legal value and would not entitle Kuwait 
to any right. The only way to solve the 
issue is to return to tech-nical talks to reach a sus-tainable agreement under good neighborliness and 
respect for common in-terests, the official noted, 
as reported by IRNA.
The spokesman under-lined that Iran’s strategic policies entail the settle-ment of regional prob-lems on the basis of inter-
action with the neighbors, saying Tehran welcomes 
constructive initiatives 
for the enhancement of relations and multilateral 
cooperation.
The Iranian Foreign 
M i n i s t r y  d e n o u n c e d 
the sections of a recent 
statement by the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC) of Ministers re-
garding the three Iranian islands, Iran’s peaceful nuclear program, and the Arash oil and gas field.Kana’ani slammed as “un-constructive and futile” 
certain contents of the PGCC statement issued at the conclusion of the 160th session of the PGCC Ministerial Council meet-
ing in Doha. The Arash gas field, also known as “Al-Durra” by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, was initially discovered by a Japanese oil com-
pany back in 1960. This field is shared between Iran and the neutral zone 
situated between Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. Accord-ing to the previously de-termined border limits, approximately 40% of the Arash field’s oil and gas reserves lie within 
Iranian waters.
However, over the past decade, Kuwait, relying 
on seismic surveys con-ducted by Shell, has de-fined a new border line that places the entire Arash field within its 
Arab sector. Tehran does 
not accept this maritime 
border set by Kuwait.Consequently, the dis-
putes between Iran and 
Kuwait over their mar-
itime boundaries have hindered the exploitation of this significant field. 
It is estimated that the shared field holds around 368 billion cubic meters of natural gas reserves and approximately 310 million barrels of oil re-
serves.

Iran urges 
'technical' 
talks with 
Kuwait on  
disputed 
gas field

Iran registers surge in electricity demand 
as temperature rises

A senior advisor to Russian President Vladimir Putin has expressed Moscow’s willingness to carry out stra-
tegic projects with Tehran and promote cooperation 
in major transportation projects.In a meeting with Ali Baqeri Kani, the caretaker for-eign minister of Iran, on the sidelines of a ministerial meeting of the BRICS countries in the Russian city of Nizhny Novgorod on Monday, Igor Levitin said Mos-cow is determined to implement the previous agree-
ments with Tehran, as reported by Tasnim News Agency. The aide to the Russian president said he will soon pay a visit to Iran to assess the implementation and completion of the joint strategic projects, includ-ing the International North-South Transport Corridor, a 7,200-km multi-mode network of ship, rail, and road route for moving freight between India, Iran, Azerbai-jan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe.
Russia intends to connect the North-South corridor to the other corridors and prepare the ground for clos-
er cooperation between Moscow and Tehran in the transportation sector, Levitin stated.Chaired by Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, the two-day ministerial meeting of BRICS is also at-tended by senior diplomats from the Friends of BRICS 
nations.The ongoing event marks the first ministerial meeting of BRICS following the association’s extension in 2023.

In Iran, daily electricity 
consumption reached a 
stunning 67,387 megawatts (MW) on Saturday (June 9), marking a significant in-
crease of 14,000 MW com-pared to the same date last 
year, as reported by Iran Grid Management Compa-
ny (IGMC).The scorching heat has led 
to a surge in the use of air conditioning units, resulting 
in a corresponding increase in electricity consumption, according to IRNA. Last year, 
on the same day, the coun-try’s electricity consump-
tion stood at 53,480 MW.
To address the growing de-mand for electricity during 

the peak summer period, the Iranian Energy Ministry has devised several strate-
gies with a focus on increas-ing electricity production 
and managing consumption effectively.
In response to the current challenges faced by Iran due 
to rising temperatures and decreased rainfall, the Pow-
er Generation, Distribution, and Transmission Company (Tavanir) has been working diligently to prevent energy shortages and blackouts.Renewable energy is also playing a crucial role in 
Iran’s energy sector, with 
the construction of various renewable power plants 

across the country. In par-ticular, Sistan and Balouch-
estan Province in southeast-ern Iran has been identified as a key area for renewable energy projects. Currently, there are plans to build a 780-megawatt plant in the region, alongside existing wind and geothermal ener-
gy projects.Alireza Parandeh Motlaq, 
deputy head of the Renew-able Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization of 
Iran (SATBA), highlighted the significant advantages 
of wind energy generation in Sistan and Balouchestan. 
With a 50-megawatt wind power plant already in-

stalled in the region, there is potential to not only meet the local electricity demands but also to export 
excess energy to neighbor-

ing countries like Pakistan.Overall, as Iran grapples with increasing electricity 
consumption during the 
summer months, efforts to 

manage electricity usage effectively are crucial for ensuring a stable and reli-able power supply for the 
country’s growing needs.

Iran’s annual trade
turnover hits $180b: CBI

Iran’s trade turnover reached $180 billion 
in the previous Irani-
an year which ended 
on March 19,  an-
nounced the deputy governor of the Cen-tral Bank of Iran (CBI) 
for economic affairs.
Mohammad Shirijian 
said that Iran export-ed about $100 billion 
worth of goods from 
March 21, 2023, to 
March 19, 2024, show-
ing a three percent 
hike compared to a year earlier, Tasnim 
News Agency reported.

Shirijian added that $80 billion worth of 
products were im-
ported into the coun-try last year, register-
ing a 6.2 percent hike 
compared to a year 
before.According to official figures, the value of 
Iran’s trade with its 
neighbors increased 
by 1.35 percent in the 
previous Iranian year to reach $60.773 bil-lion.Mohhammad Rezvani-far, head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-

toms Administration (IRICA) has put the vol-ume of non-oil trade 
with the neighboring 
countries at 95.924 million tons in the 
said period, which was 2.45 percent less than the figure for the 
preceding year.
During the past year, 
Iran exported $28.288 billion worth of goods to its neighbors, while 
importing commodi-ties valued at $32.485 billion.
I ra n’ s  ex p o r t s  to 
neighboring coun-

tries decreased by 9.51 percent last year while the imports 
from neighboring 
countries increased 
by 13.17 percent.Rezvanifar named Iraq, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Tur-
key, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan as the 
top importers of Ira-
nian goods among the 
neighboring coun-tries, and the UAE, Turkey, Russia, Oman, 
and Pakistan as the 
main sources of im-
ports.

Russia, Iran to jointly 
launch major 
transport projects: 
Putin’s aide

Russia, Iran to jointly 
launch major 
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The city of Yasuj in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad 
Province, situated 1,870 meters above sea level on 
the slope of the Zagros Mountains, is a great desti-
nation for travelers from all across the country.With its ever-flowing Beshar and Mehrian rivers and oak forests, the city, which is home to the hos-
pitable Lor people, ranks second in the country in terms of rainfall and snowfall. The most pristine natural sites have winding and unpaved roads, which create many challenges and difficulties for visitors; however, the tourism spots of Yasuj, lo-
cated in the urban area, are easy destinations for 
travelers.

Forest Park
 As a green area spanning over 1,000 hectares, Ya-
suj Forest Park is the largest of its kind in the south-
ern part of the country. It is a distinctive natural attraction covered with oak and other local trees. Also known as Kuhestan Park, it is one of the most significant and well-known attractions of the city. 
The presence of numerous gazebos and hiking trails, as well as an asphalt road, has made the park 
a popular destination for those seeking recreation 
and exercise.

Coastal Park 
The Coastal Park of Yasuj, located at the southern 
entrance of the city, is one of the most beautiful tourist sites in the region showcasing the interac-tion between humans and nature. Extending over an area of 14 hectares, the park which lies along 
the Beshar River hosts an amusement park that can 
create joyful moments for families and their chil-
dren.

Waterfall Park 
The Waterfall Park, located near the city center, with its abundant trees and amazing atmosphere, 

creates an unforgettable memory in the minds of its visitors. Its pleasant weather, roaring rivers, fruit gardens, green pastures, and a beautiful wa-
terfall have helped create a mesmerizing destina-
tion. With an area of eight hectares, each corner of 
the park manifests the traditional art and culture of 
the local people.

Mehrian Canyon Mehrian village, situated between a river of the same name and Dena Mountain, with diverse trees such as oak, maple, plane, and wild grape, is anoth-er tourist destination near Yasuj. The flowing clear water in Mehrian Canyon, with a gentle slope along with the formation of charming waterfalls between 
thick trees, has helped create a captivating land-
scape in the area. Located on the road linking Yasuj to Oqlid, Mehrian Canyon is covered with green oak forests, walnut groves, and other unique scenes.
Ganjei Canyon Approximately 10 kilometers from the northwest-ern border of Yasuj, there is an area with pleasant weather, a roaring river, and thick forests that at-
tract a large number of tourists, especially during spring and winter. The canyon is located in a village of the same name where tall green trees provide shade over cool water springs. The songs of the birds, alongside the calming sounds of the wind and flowing water, refresh the souls of the visitors.
Souvenirs 
Farshid Karimi, deputy head of Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad Province’s Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicraft Organization, mentioned that 
thanks to its pristine landscapes and abundant nat-ural and artificial attractions, the city of Yasuj is a 
popular destination for many tourists, especially 
in the summer. He referred to mountain plants, tra-
ditional handicrafts, and food items like curd, cook-
ing oil, and honey as the main souvenirs of Yasuj.

The historical Ma’moureh Cemetery in Boru-jen, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province, which was registered on Iran’s National Heritage List in 2002, holds significant importance for artistic and 
stonemasonry research, as stated by archaeolo-gist Khosrow Ahmadi in an interview with ISNA. 

Discussing the history of Ma’moureh Cemetery, he 
noted that the presence of Armenians in Chaharma-hal and Bakhtiari Province dates back to the Safavid 
era. “A group of Armenians arrived in the region un-der the direction of Shah Abbas Safavid and resided 
there for approximately 350 years,” he added.He further mentioned that following the settle-
ment of Armenians in the area, schools, churches, 

and cemeteries were established. The remaining 
structures provide valuable insight into the social, 
cultural, historical, and religious beliefs of the in-
habitants for enthusiasts and researchers. Ahma-
di highlighted the diverse stone inscriptions on 
the graves at Ma’moureh Cemetery, noting that the gravestones vary in size and design, with engraved patterns falling into five categories: botanical, ani-

mal, symbolic, objects, and tools. These engravings were tailored to depict the occupation, gender, and 
social status of the deceased individual.
The archaeologist elaborated that despite the 
name inscribed on the gravestone in the Arme-
nian cemetery, the gender of the deceased can 
be deduced from the engraved patterns. He ex-plained that angel and flower motifs were typi-cally utilized for women, whereas symbols of the sun and human dignity were often engraved for 
men, based on their occupation, gender, and so-
cial standing.
Regarding the registration of 17 Armenian ceme-teries on the National Heritage List, there are in-
dications of Armenian presence in various parts of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province. However, 
due to the absence of distinct gravestones and in-
complete information, these areas have not been 
designated as national heritages. Therefore, pro-
active measures must be taken in this regard.
Ahmadi noted that the gravestones in Ma’moureh 
Cemetery date back to the Qajar and Pahlavi peri-ods, with inscriptions in Armenian and dates ac-
cording to the Gregorian calendar.
The archaeologist emphasized the importance of raising awareness among the public to preserve the historical significance of Ma’moureh Ceme-tery. He clarified that no artifacts were buried with 
the deceased. 

Yasuj is full of natural wonders and landscapes  

Ma’moureh Cemetery, a historical and cultural chronicle of 

Armenian presence in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province
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Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, the external af-
fairs minister of India, made a noteworthy 
announcement to enhance cultural ties by 
designating Farsi (Persian) as one of the nine 
classical languages in India under the New Ed-
ucation Policy. 
This decision was highlighted during a press 
conference held jointly with late Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian, the Iranian counterpart, in January. Jaishankar, during his official visit to 
Tehran, emphasized the deep-rooted cultural, 
literary, and linguistic connections that exist 
between Iran and India.“The government of India has decided to in-
clude Farsi as one of the nine classical languag-
es of India in our New Education Policy,” Jais-hankar stated, highlighting the significance 
of recognizing Farsi’s rich heritage within the 
Indian educational system. 
Classical languages in India, also known as 
‘Shastriya Bhasha’, encompass languages with 
ancient origins and rich, unique literary tra-
ditions.In 2004, Tamil became the first language in 
India to be granted the prestigious status of 
a classical language. Subsequently, Sanskrit, Kannada, Malayalam, and Odia also received 

this recognition, solidifying their significance 
in the linguistic landscape of the country.
Including a language in the roster of classical languages also signifies that the language is now available as an elective subject for stu-
dents to choose as a secondary language in ed-
ucational institutions.
Before the British colonized the Indian sub-continent, the Persian language served as the 
lingua franca of the region and was widely em-ployed as the official language in North India.Following the implementation of the “divide 
and rule” strategy by the British, where Hindu 
and Muslim Indians were set against each oth-
er, efforts were made to encourage Western 
education among both groups. This resulted 
in a gradual detachment of Indians from their 
heritage, culture, and languages.
Farsi, also referred to as Persian, boasts a profound and captivating past as an ancient 
language. It is predominantly spoken in Iran, 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and certain regions 
of Uzbekistan. With a remarkable number of over 100 million speakers across the globe, 
Farsi stands as one of the prominent languag-
es worldwide, holding a prestigious position.Throughout history, several Muslim rulers in 
India, including Akbar and Jahangir, took the initiative to commission Farsi translations of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Howev-
er, Dara Shikoh went beyond this by person-
ally undertaking the translation of the Upa-
nishads into Farsi, with the assistance of his 

experienced official, Chander Bhan. Addition-
ally, numerous Farsi romances, such as “Leili 
and Majnun” and “Yusef and Zuleikha”, were also translated into various Indian languages 
from Farsi, further enriching the cultural ex-
change between the two regions.Several studies have indicated that the histor-
ical ties between Iran and India, particularly during the Safavid and Gurkani eras, have had a significant impact on the architectural cul-
ture and the creation of gardens in India. Ira-
nian culture, literature, art, and architecture have influenced these aspects in India. As a 
result, the Taj Mahal can be seen as a prime 
example of Iranian architectural design man-
ifested in the Indian subcontinent.Experts suggest that just as scientific knowl-
edge from India spread to the Arab world, lan-
guages from Arab and Farsi made their way to India, playing a role in the development of 
Hindustani languages such as Urdu and Hindi.The influence of Hindo-Farsi or Indo-Persian culture flourished primarily during the 12th and 13th centuries, as a significant arrival of individuals from Central Asia or the Turkic re-gion migrated to India. This convergence ulti-mately paved the way for the emergence of the 
Delhi Sultanate, marking the inception of the first Indo-Persian governance in the region.
It was highly admired by scholars that, during 
his trip to Tehran in January, Foreign Minister Jaishankar emphasized the significant value 
of the strong people-to-people connections 

between the two countries, highlighting them 
as one of the greatest assets they share.
The Indian minister’s emphasis on his coun-try’s commitment to leveraging Iran’s strategic location for improved regional connectivity, 
particularly for accessing markets in Central Asia, Afghanistan, and Eurasia is valuable. 
Along with expressing satisfaction with the comprehensive nature of his discussions in 
Iran, Jaishankar highlighted the frequent high-level interactions between the two coun-
tries. He also mentioned ongoing efforts to es-
tablish a “long-term cooperation framework” 
for the strategic Chabahar Port on the south-
eastern coast of Iran.
The commitment to be complementary with 
boosting the cultural relations could push the two countries to a strategic level.

Another positive move toward strengthening Indian-Iranian bonds

Staff writer

By Reza

Abesh Ahmadlou

New Delhi welcome 
to recognize Farsi 
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In a rapidly changing global landscape, collaboration 
and partnerships between nations have become in-
creasingly important for economic and social devel-
opment. Academic partnerships, in particular, play a 
crucial role in fostering innovation, research, as well 
as knowledge and technology exchange. India and 
Iran, two ancient civilizations with rich cultural her-
itage and strong academic traditions, have the poten-tial to greatly benefit from closer collaboration in the field of education.
ITEC program
The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) program, initiated by the Government of India 
in 1964, has been instrumental in promoting techni-
cal cooperation and capacity building with partner 
countries. Iran has been a long-standing participant 
in the ITEC program, sending professionals and stu-
dents to India for training in a wide range of areas, 
including agriculture, information technology, and 

healthcare.The ITEC program has played a significant role in 
strengthening ties between India and Iran by facil-
itating knowledge exchange, cultural understand-
ing, and networking opportunities. By expanding 
and diversifying the scope of the ITEC program, both 
countries can leverage their respective strengths in 
academia to address common challenges and oppor-
tunities.One area where India and Iran can benefit greatly from collaboration is in the field of science and tech-
nology. Both countries have a strong research base 
and a growing focus on innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. By fostering academic partnerships in areas 
such as nanotechnology, biotechnology, renewable energy, and artificial intelligence, India and Iran can 
leverage their respective expertise to drive techno-
logical advancements and economic growth.

Skilled professionalsFurthermore, collaboration in the field of higher ed-
ucation can help address the growing demand for 
skilled professionals in both countries. By sharing 
best practices in academic curriculum development, 
faculty training, and student exchange programs, In-
dia and Iran can enhance the quality of education and 
improve graduates’ employability in a competitive 
global market.
Another area with tremendous potential for academ-
ic partnership between India and Iran is cultural ex-
change and language studies. Both countries boast 
rich cultural heritage and diverse linguistic tradi-
tions. By promoting academic collaborations in areas 
such as literature, history, and language studies, India 
and Iran can deepen their cultural understanding and 
foster cross-cultural dialogue.The benefits of academic partnership between In-
dia and Iran are not limited to the academic domain 
alone. Collaborations in education can also facilitate 
people-to-people ties, promote tourism, and enhance 

diplomatic relations between the two nations. By 
investing in academic exchanges, research partner-
ships, and joint academic initiatives, India and Iran 
can build a strong foundation for long-lasting cooper-
ation and friendship.
Academic MoUs
In recent years, the governments of India and Iran 
have taken several initiatives to strengthen academic 
ties between the two countries. The signing of mem-
orandums of understanding (MoUs) between univer-
sities, research institutions, and educational bodies 
has paved the way for enhanced collaboration in ar-
eas such as joint research projects, faculty exchanges, 
and student scholarships.
Recently, Climate Change and Health Research Centre 
of Tehran University of Medical Sciences (TUMS) inks 
a pact with Edward and Cynthia Institute of Public 
Health (ECIPH), Mangaluru, India to promote academ-
ic and policy-based research cantered around public 
health consequences of climate change and human 
health interactions.
The two institutions will be pursuing academic and 
policy-based initiatives wherein the health systems 
convergence and impact is ascertained pertaining to 
climate change risks in the region and also cascading 
risks around disaster management and sustainable 
development.
The cooperation will be further nurtured through 
joint research, policy briefs, seminars, exchange pro-
gram for faculties, researchers, students and co-cre-ation of knowledge products that influence and im-
pact global health diplomacy and strengthen bilateral 
public health cooperation between Iran and India.
The MoU was signed on April 23 by Abbas Ostad 
Taqizadeh, dean of the center at TUMS and Edmond 
Fernandes, director of ECIPH.In March 2023, Iranian and Indian officials in the field 
of publication and international book exhibitions 
signed an MoU.
The MoU was signed in the presence of the head of the 
National Book Union of India and the managing direc-
tor of Iran Book and Literature House.
According to the MoU, publishers of Iran and India 
take part in the exhibitions of the two countries and 
will present their works, which will facilitate the cul-
tural interactions between the two countries.

Other initiatives
Initiatives such as the India-Iran Joint Working Group 
on Education and the establishment of academic 
chairs and centers of excellence have provided plat-
forms for sustained engagement and collaboration in the field of education. By leveraging these initiatives 
and building on existing partnerships, India and Iran 
can unlock the full potential of academic collabora-tion for mutual benefit.
As India and Iran look towards a brighter future of 
academic partnership, it is essential to address chal-
lenges and barriers that may hinder effective col-
laboration. Issues such as visa restrictions and bu-reaucratic hurdles can impede the flow of students, 
scholars, and researchers between the two countries.
To overcome these challenges, both nations need to 
streamline visa processes, promote language training 
programs, and facilitate academic exchanges through 
joint programs and scholarships. By addressing these 
barriers and creating a conducive environment for 
academic partnership, India and Iran can maximize 
the potential of collaboration and unlock new oppor-
tunities for innovation and growth.

Potential of academic partnership 

between India, Iran

Despite the looming threat of US sanctions, both Tehran and New Delhi are 
steadfast in their commitment to the development project of Chabahar port, recognizing the significance of the oceanic port as a key trade gateway in the 
region.
Located on the southeastern coast of Iran, Chabahar port is strategically po-
sitioned to serve as a major hub for shipping and trade in the region. The port 
provides India with a vital link to Afghanistan and Central Asia, along with 
offering a shorter and more cost-effective route for trade and commerce. 
For Iran, Chabahar port presents an opportunity to enhance its maritime 
trade capabilities and boost economic growth.
The Chabahar development project has been a focal point of collaboration between India and Iran, with both countries investing significant resources 
to expand and modernize the port infrastructure. The construction of new 
terminals, roads, and railway lines at Chabahar Port is expected to enhance connectivity and facilitate smoother trade flows between India, Iran, and 
other countries in the region.
Despite the US threat of sanctions, India and Iran have remained committed 
to the development of Chabahar, recognizing its potential to strengthen eco-
nomic cooperation and bolster strategic interests. The project holds stra-
tegic importance for India as it provides access to landlocked Afghanistan 
and Central Asia, reducing dependence on traditional trade routes through 
Pakistan.
Furthermore, Chabahar port offers India an alternative route for trade with 
Europe and Africa, diversifying its trade options and reducing reliance on 
congested transit routes. By investing in the development of Chabahar port, New Delhi aims to enhance its regional influence and expand its economic 
footprint in the strategically important region.

For Iran, the development of the port is a key component of its broader strat-
egy to diversify its economy and reduce dependence on oil revenues. By 
expanding its maritime trade capabilities and attracting foreign investment 
through projects like Chabahar Port, Iran aims to boost economic growth 
and create new opportunities for trade and investment.
The US threat of sanctions on Iran has raised concerns about the future of 
the Chabahar port project, given the potential impact on foreign investment 
and trade activities in the region. However, both India and Iran remain com-
mitted to the project, viewing it as a crucial component of their respective 
economic development and strategic interests.
India has reiterated its support for the development of Chabahar port, high-
lighting the importance of the project for enhancing regional connectivity, pro-
moting economic growth, and expanding trade opportunities. The Indian gov-
ernment has continued to invest in the project and explore avenues for further 
cooperation with Iran in order to realize the full potential of Chabahar port.
“Any entity, anyone considering business deals with Iran, they need to be 
aware of the potential risk that they are opening themselves up to and the 
potential risk of sanctions,” US State Department spokesman Vedant Patel 
has told reporters.
Indian authorities, however, have downplayed the tensions, with Foreign 
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar telling reporters that New Delhi would “communicate the benefits” of the deal to the US and urge countries not to 
“take a narrow view of it”.
Despite the challenges posed by the US sanctions threat, India and Iran have 
demonstrated resilience and determination in advancing the development of Chabahar port. Both countries have reaffirmed their commitment to the 
project and are working together to overcome obstacles and ensure its suc-
cessful implementation.
India has signed a 10-year agreement to develop and operate Iran’s strategic 
Chabahar port. “It [the port] serves as a vital trade artery connecting India 
with Afghanistan and Central Asian Countries,” India’s Shipping Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal said, as New Delhi attempts to strengthen ties with an 
important Middle Eastern nation. 
India Port Global Limited (IPGL) and the Ports and Maritime Organization 
(PMO) of Iran signed the long-term deal, which will allow New Delhi to up-
grade and operate one terminal at Chabahar port over 10 years.
Chabahar port consists of two separate ports — Shahid Kalantari and Sha-
hid Beheshti. India will operate a terminal in Shahid Beheshti, and as per the 
agreement, invest $120m into equipping it. An additional $250m loan credit 
facility for related projects in the port brings the contract’s value to $370m.The two countries first started talks on the project back in 2003 but a bar-
rage of US sanctions targeting Iran prevented any real developments. Teh-
ran and New Delhi revived the talks again after Washington eased sanctions 
under the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

Stronger India-Iran relations 

with Chabahar development 

amid US sanctions threat



REUTERS – Carlos Alcaraz 
made a grand entrance into 
the tennis history books 
as he claimed his maiden 
French Open title to become 
the youngest man to capture 
Grand Slams on all three sur-faces with a see-saw five-set victory over German Alexander Zverev on Sunday.
The 6-3 2-6 5-7 6-1 6-2 win may not have been a classic, 
but the Spaniard showed that 
he belonged among the elite as 
he added a third Grand Slam crown to his impressive tro-
phy cabinet that already has the 2022 U.S. Open and 2023 Wimbledon titles.Alcaraz became the seventh man to win a major on hard, grass and clay courts, a feat 
that eluded some of the sport’s greats, including American Pete Sampras, who boasts 14 

major titles, but never won at Roland Garros.At 21 years old, Alcaraz has played in three Grand Slam fi-nals and won them all, while for comparison, Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic were in their 
late 20s before they mastered the sport’s slowest surface.“Since I was little kid, I was 
running from school to put on 
the TV to watch this tourna-ment. Now I am lifting the tro-phy in front of all of you,” said Alcaraz, who was described by Zverev as a “Hall of Famer” in his speech.
Sunday’s defeat prolonged Zverev’s frustration at Grand Slams, with the German still chasing a first title despite 
reaching the last four eight times.“I’ll be back next year,” Zverev promised.

‘Unlucky moments’In the first men’s Roland Gar-ros final not featuring any 
member of the Big Three – Ra-fael Nadal, Djokovic and Fed-erer – in two decades, Alcaraz and Zverev failed to impress, 
their lack of consistency mak-ing for a disappointing display.
“There was some unlucky mo-ments. I heard that at 2-1 the second serve was out. From the Hawk Eye data I saw that. I break back there, I have break chances and then in the next service game, a fifth set can go the other way,” Zverev said.
“There’s a difference whether you’re down 3-1 in the fifth set or you’re back to two-all.“It’s frustrating in the end, but it is what it is. Umpires make mistakes. They’re also human and that’s okay. But of course in 

a situation like that, you wish there wouldn’t be mistakes.”Zverev, who was bidding to be-come the first German man to 
win a singles Grand Slam since Boris Becker in 1996, saw his 
hopes slip away on the biggest stage yet again.
Alcaraz broke once more be-fore serving it out and clinch-ing the title on his first match point.“When you’re playing a fifth set you have to give every-thing and you have to give your heart. In those moments, it’s where the top players give their best tennis,” Alcaraz said.
“I wanted to be one of the best players in the world, so I have to give extra in those moments, I have to show the opponent that I’m fresh, like we’re playing the first game of the match.”
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Young Iranian Greco-Roman wres-tler Saeid Esmaeili will have to 
take a lesson from his premature 
celebration against Cuban Luis 
Orta at the Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial when participat-
ing at the Paris Olympics later in the summer.
There were more at stake than a 
UWW Ranking Series medal for six Iranians in Budapest as the outcome of the event settled the 
country’s three remaining slots in the Games.
A former world under-20 gold medalist, Esmaeili was joined by fellow-Iranian Mohammadreza Geraei in the 67kg contests, with 
the latter – the reigning Olympic 
champion and a winner of three 
world medals since the Games in Tokyo – the clear favorite to punch his Paris ticket.Geraei overcame minnow oppo-
nents from Tunisia and France to reach the semifinals before the 
latest episode of his decay in form 
since winning the 2021 world 

title saw the Iranian suffer a 6-1 
loss to world 63kg champion Leri Abuladze of Georgia.Geraei’s setback meant a victo-ry over Orta, who won the gold in last year’s world event, in the other last-four clash would have sealed the Olympic berth for Es-maeili.
The Asian champion dominated the first period to race to a 7-0 
lead and was a single point away from a massive win, but the Cuban reduced the deficit to two after the break to stay in the contest.Esmaeili still managed to defend his lead until the final three sec-
onds and when Orta dropped his guard, seemingly accepting the defeat, the Iranian began walking 
toward his corner to celebrate with his coach.However, in one of the most awk-
ward scenes in recent history of the sport, Orta approached Es-
maeili from behind before launch-ing a four-point throw with 0.1 
seconds left on the clock to win the bout.Devastated by the defeat, Es-

maeili did a great job to come from behind and score a fi-
nal-second takedown against Japanese Kyotaro Sogabe for a 6-5 win in the third-place battle, 
keeping his hopes for an Olympic spot alive.Geraei, meanwhile, came out on top against Ecuador’s Andres Montano to share the third podi-um with Esmaeili, as it all went 
down to a head-to-head between 
the two Iranians for a place in Paris.
According to the regulations of the Iranian selection process, Geraei needed one victory to secure his Olympic title defense, while Es-maeili had to win twice.And it was Esmaeili who rose 
up to the occasion as he claimed 
back-to-back triumphs (6-0 and 6-4) against the Olympic champi-on to earn a well-deserved place in the Iranian six-man squad.
There was further misery for the 
Geraei brothers on Sunday as the elder of the two Mohammad-Ali 
also missed out on the Olympic 77kg slot.

The Iranian Wrestling Federation had confirmed prior to the tour-nament that Mohammad-Ali Ger-aei or Mohammadreza Mokhtari 
had to win the gold in Budapest to be given a chance against Amin Kavianinejad, who had won the Olympic quota for the country in April’s Asian qualifiers, for a Paris ticket.
Geraei fell to a 6-1 defeat against two-time world silver medalist Sanan Suleymanov of Azerbai-jan in the quarterfinals, while Mokhtari could only manage to finish his campaign with a conso-lation bronze, meaning Kavianine-jad will head to Paris.Mahdi Mohsennejad had secured 
the Iranian 60kg spot in Paris ear-lier in the competitions, despite a final loss to Georgian.The result still proved to be enough for Mohsennejad, who had won the Olympic quota for 
Iran in last year’s World Cham-pionships, as his domestic rival Amir-Reza Dehbozorgi finished behind him on the third podium.Esmaeili, Kavianinejad, and 

Mohsennejad will be joined by Alireza Mohmadi (87kg), Mo-hammad-Hadi Saravi (97kg), and Amin Mirzazadeh (130kg) in 
representing Iran in the summer extravaganza.Mohamadi will be looking to be build on his world 82kg silver when heading to Paris, with Sar-avi, a winner of one gold and two 
bronzes in the World Champion-ships, hoping to improve on his Olympic bronze in Tokyo.World champion Mirzazadeh, meanwhile, will be among the fa-vorites for the superheavyweight 
glory in Paris – along with Cuban great Mijaí�n López, who will be chasing a fifth successive Olym-pic gold, and 13-time world and Olympic medalist Riza Kayaalp of Turkey.
Freestyle fiveThere were major doubts over Hassan Yazdani’s fitness levels be-
fore the Budapest tournament as 
he made his long-awaited return 
to the wrestling mat just before 
the tournament after being side-

lined for eight months due to a surgery on his shoulder.The wrestling sensation, how-ever, showed no signs of injury struggles in Budapest, cruising to 
the ultimate prize of the freestyle 
86kg contests to remain on course 
for a history-making campaign in Paris, where a second Olympic gold will see him overtake tae-kwondo legend Hadi Saei as the 
most-decorated Iranian in the history of the Games.
Four Iranians had already been guaranteed participation in Paris.
Amirhossein Zare’ will be the hot favorite for the 125kg gold as 
he will be looking to round off a stellar three years in his career, having grabbed double world golds and a bronze, as well as the bronze in Tokyo.Rahman Amouzad, a world 65kg champion in 2022, will be after 
a medal in his maiden Olympic presence, with two-time world bronze winner Younes Emami (74kg) and young prodigy Amir-
Ali Azarpira (97kg) also eager for an impressive run in Paris.

Iranian Saeid Esmaeili (blue) is caught off guard by Cuban Luis Orta’s throw during 
a Greco-Roman 67kg semifinal at the Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial in 
Budapest, Hungary, on June 9, 2024.
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Iranian Saeid Esmaeili (blue) is caught off guard by Cuban Luis Orta’s throw during 
a Greco-Roman 67kg semifinal at the Polyák Imre & Varga János Memorial in 
Budapest, Hungary, on June 9, 2024.
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Iran’s acting Foreign Minister 
Ali Baqeri Kani said joining of 
new members to the BRICS 
group of countries is a clear 
sign of its growing power in 
the world.
“BRICS has the largest pop-
ulation, the largest econo-
my and the largest territory 
on the planet. Therefore, 
it should be the voice of 
the majority of the world’s 
people who prefer a more 
democratic and multilateral 
world over the current cha-
otic one,” Baqeri Kani told a 
BRICS ministerial meeting 
in the Russian city of Nizhny 
Novgorod on Monday. 
BRICS has now turned into 
a successful model of “new 
cooperation” and “coalition 
of fast-growing economies” 
and has shown that it has 
a plan, initiative and multi-
faceted programs to reform 
global governance and play a 
greater role in the world, the 

Iranian official added.
He said that the reform of the international financial 
system based on the Bretton 
Woods should be the BRICS’s 
priority as the international 
monetary system, Bretton 
Woods, has always acted as 
an obstacle for the progress 

of independent and develop-
ing countries. 
Referring to the US abuse of 
countries’ dependence on the 
dollar as a weapon, Baqeri 
Kani said that the BRICS 
member states should expe-
dite measures to tap further 
into their national currencies 

instead of the dollar in trade, 
use cryptocurrencies and es-tablish new financial-bank-
ing structures, etc.The summit kicked off on 
Monday, with the partici-
pants observing a minute’s 
silence in memory of the late 
Iranian President Ebrahim 

Raisi and Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, 
who lost their lives in a trag-
ic helicopter accident last 
month.
T h e  B R I CS  g ro u p  o f 
fast-developing economies 
initially consisted of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and 

South Africa.
This year, the group was ex-
panded to include Iran, Sau-
di Arabia, Egypt, the UAE and 
Ethiopia as new members.
The bloc, which is often seen 
as an alternative to the West-
ern economic and political 
hegemony, comprises almost 

46 percent of the global pop-
ulation, 36 percent of the 
world’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) and 25 percent of 
the global trade measured in 
terms of exports. 
Upon his arrival in Russia, 
Iran’s acting foreign minister 
told reporters that, “BRICS 
is the biggest international 
economic and trade organi-
zation that operates outside the framework of Western 
unilateralism.”
“The presence of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in this orga-
nization is indicative of the 
position and importance of 
our country in the multilater-
al [world] system,” he added.

Macron’s gov't rattled ...

Far right’s election gains shake 
EU’s traditional powers

Quake hits Israel’s war cabinet

Voters from the Socialist 
camp have signaled their 

readiness 
for a lead-

ership transition. Although 
Le Pen’s far-right party 
seems poised for a historic 
win, currently, centrist and 
left-wing parties that align 
with the incumbent presi-
dent collectively outnum-
ber her party. This decision 
by Macron is a strategic 
move to rally support and 
counter the rising tide of 
the right-wing.Le Pen’s rising influence is 
undeniable, but the broader 

trend toward right-wing par-
ties in France is what truly 
underscores the urgency of 
the situation. This rapidly growing trend likely prompt-
ed the French president 
to announce, “with great 
concern,” his swift decision 
to dissolve parliament and 
call for snap elections. Con-
cerning the two mainstream 
parties, “ Renaissance” (Ma-

cron) and Socialists (Glucks-

mann), which are projected 
to secure 15% and 14% of 
the vote, respectively, it’s 
estimated that the left-wing 
party “Unyielding France” 

will capture 3.8% of the vote, 
while the Green Party is ex-
pected to garner 5.2%. These figures highlight the shifting 
political landscape in France, 
with traditional parties fac-
ing challenges from both the 
right and the left.
Around 360 million voters turned out on the final day 
of the European Parliament 
elections across 21 coun-
tries, including major play-ers like Germany, France, 
Spain, and Poland. The 
four-day electoral process kicked off on Thursday in 
the Netherlands, wrapping 

up voting in six countries. 
According to polls, the 
large, pro-EU parties are 
expected to retain their 
majority, but right-wing 
and nationalist parties will make gains, claiming more 
seats in the 720-member 
parliament. These elec-tions mark the first time 
the European Parliament 
will convene without Brit-
ish representation fol-
lowing the UK’s exit from 
the European Union. The 
timing of these elections is significant, as the European 
continent grapples with ris-
ing nationalist sentiments 
and deepening political 
divisions.

Far-right parties rattled the 
traditional powers in the 
European Union with major 
gains in parliamentary seats, 
dealing an especially humil-
iating defeat to French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron, 
who called snap legislative 
elections.
The outcome of the elections 
showed the 27-nation bloc’s 
parliament membership has 
clearly shifted to the right. 

Italian Premier Giorgia Mel-
oni more than doubled her 
party’s seats in the assembly. 
And despite being hounded 
by a scandal involving can-
didates, the Alternative for 
Germany extreme right par-
ty still rallied enough seats 
to sweep past the slumping 
Social Democrats of Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz, AP reported.
Sensing a threat from the 
far right, the Christian Dem-

ocrats of EU Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen had already shifted 
further to the right on mi-
gration and climate ahead 
of the elections — and were 
rewarded by remaining by 
far the biggest group in the 
720-seat European Parlia-ment and de facto brokers 
of the ever-expanding pow-
ers of the legislature.
But the surge by nationalist 

and populist parties across Europe will make it much 
harder for the assembly to 
approve legislation on issues 
ranging from climate change 
to agriculture policy for the next five years.
Undoubtedly however, the 
star on a stunning elector-
al night was the National 
Rally party of Marine Le 
Pen, which dominated the 
French polls to such an ex-
tent that Macron immedi-
ately dissolved the national 
parliament and called for 
new elections to start later 
this month. 

Participants in the BRICS ministerial 

meeting in the Russian city of 

Nizhny Novgorod observe a minute 

of silence in memory of the late 

Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi and 

foreign minister Hossein 

Amir-Abdollahian.

 IRNA

New accessions to BRICS bespeak 
its growing power: Iran

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist
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The ultimatum given by 
“Benny Gantz,” the rival 
and member of “Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s” war cabi-
net, expired. A month ago, 
Gantz threatened to leave 
the war cabinet if Netanya-
hu did not meet his condi-tions, and he fulfilled his 
promise.
Gantz, a major Netanya-
hu rival, former defense 
minister and leader of 
the center-right Nation-
al Unity party, had set a 
deadline of June 8 for Ne-
tanyahu to choose, in his 
view, between “division 
and unity” and between 
“victory and disaster.” 
Israel’s war cabinet was 
formed after Hamas’s 
October 7 operation in 
the occupied territories. 
Gantz listed six “strate-
gic objectives,” including 
ending Hamas’s rule in 
Gaza and establishing 
a multinational civilian 
administration for the re-gion. He asked Netanyahu 
to clarify how he intend-
ed to achieve these goals.

National Unity holds five 
posts in the emergency 
cabinet.
The withdrawal of his par-
ty also means Gadi Eisen-kot, an Israel Defense 
Forces general and war 
cabinet observer, and the 
minister without portfo-
lio, Chili Tropper, are also 
stepping down.
Gantz is a political rival of 
Netanyahu and a former 
chief of staff of the Israel 
Defense Forces.
A month ago, Netanya-
hu explicitly stated he 
could not accept Gantz’s 
conditions, especially as 
extreme members of his cabinet, like Defense Min-
ister “Yoav Gallant,” insist-
ed that Netanyahu should 
not give in to Gantz. Faced 
with the choice between 
the collapse of the war 
cabinet by Gantz or the 
exit of his far-right allies 
from the cabinet, Net-anyahu preferred to keep 
his extremist allies.
With the deadline passed, 
Gantz announced his res-

ignation at a press con-
ference, stating that Net-
anyahu “prevents us from 
achieving true victory.” He 
urged Netanyahu to hold 
elections as soon as possi-
ble and to form a national 
investigative committee. 
Gantz described his deci-
sion to leave the war cab-
inet as painful and called 
for elections this fall.
Opposition leader Yair 
Lapid defended Gantz’s 
decision, stating that Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot’s 
decision to leave Netanya-
hu’s “failed cabinet” was 
correct. Lapid empha-
sized that it is time for a 
prudent cabinet to replace 
this extremist one, restore security, bring back the 
hostages, and regain our 
international standing.
Former Defense Minister 
“Avigdor Lieberman,” a 
former member of Net-
anyahu’s cabinet and now 
the leader of the Yisra-
el Beiteinu party, called 
Gantz’s resignation a good 
but overdue move.

Three members step down
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Ali Salajegheh, the head 
of Iran’s Department of 
the Environment (DoE), 
announced cooperation 
between Iran and India 
on Asian cheetah con-
servation. 
Speaking during an in-
terview with ISNA co-
inciding with Environ-
ment Week, Salajegheh highlighted the signifi-
cance of environmental 
protection, emphasiz-
ing Iran’s constitutional 
commitment to it.
“Three countries in the 
world have key envi-
ronmental principles 
in their constitutions,” 
Salajegheh noted. “All 
countries acknowledge 
Iran’s Article 50 as one 
of the most progressive principles, reflecting the 
country’s intellectual and scientific maturity.”
Salajegheh also men-
tioned India’s keen 
interest  in  the 
Asian cheetah, 
with a minis-
ter proposing 

scientific exchanges on 
the species within India. He expressed concerns 
about cheetah fatalities 
on transit roads, stating 
ongoing efforts to miti-
gate risks with fencing, 
lighting, and warning 
signs.
“We aim to secure wild-
life passages in collabo-
ration with the Ministry 
of Roads and Urban De-
velopment,” he added.
Regarding climate change 
impacts on species in-
teraction, Salajegheh 
warned against ecologi-
cal disruptions leading to 
disease outbreaks among 
animals. 
He highlight-

ed proactive measures 
nationwide to prevent 
such interactions, in-
cluding nutritional pro-
visions and veterinary 
care.
Concerning disease con-
trol, Salajegheh praised 
collaboration with the 
veterinary organization, noting a significant re-
duction in plague-in-
fected livestock.
Regarding environmen-
tal conservation achieve-
m e n t s ,  S a l a j e g h e h 
mentioned around 21 
endangered animal spe-
cies in Iran and compre-
hensive management 
plans in place. 

He emphasized the significance of the 
cheetah as a na-
tional symbol 
and its conser-
vation efforts.
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An international confer-
ence was held on June 
9 to commemorate 550 
years of diplomatic rela-
tions between Iran and 
Poland, highlighting the 
long-standing historical 
and cultural ties between 
the two nations. 
The event took place at the 
University of Tehran, IRNA 
reported. Maciej Fałkowski, Poland’s 
ambassador to Iran, spoke 
at the conference, empha-
sizing the unique partner-
ship between Iran and Po-
land throughout history. He 
noted that the relationship 
dates back to 1474, when 
Venetian merchant Am-

brogio Contarini delivered 
a letter from Shah Uzun 
Hasan to the Polish King 
Casimir IV Jagiellon. 
The conference covered 
various topics, including 
the history of diplomatic 
relations, Iranian studies in 
Poland, Polish Iranologists, 
literary translations, and the examination of Persian 
manuscripts and historical 
documents.Fałkowski highlighted the 
strong political and cultural 
relations between Iran and 
Poland during the 15th and 16th centuries, and briefly 
in the 20th century. He explained that both 
countries were regional 
powers that could ensure 
political order despite 

challenges from neighbor-
ing states.
In the 16th century, Iran 
and Poland established significant commercial 
and cultural ties, leading 
to the creation of schools 
and research centers. Pol-
ish diplomats acted as in-
termediaries, facilitating 
political and philosophical 
dialogues between the two 
countries’ leaders.
By the 19th century, in-
terest in Iranian histo-
ry, language, and culture flourished in Europe, par-
ticularly in Poland. This 
led to the establishment 
of new research centers in 
cooperation with universi-
ties in Lenin and Kraków. 
Polish artists drew inspira-

tion from Iranian culture, 
resulting in numerous ac-
ademic studies, including 
dictionaries, translations 
of Persian poetry, and lan-
guage research.Fałkowski also mentioned two significant historical 
events that cemented the 
bond between Iran and 
Poland: The collapse of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth in the 18th cen-
tury and the acceptance of 
116,000 Polish refugees by 
Iran during World War II.
The ambassador concluded 
by noting that the histor-
ical legacy of Iran-Poland 
relations has made the two 
countries unique partners 
and a source of strength for 
both nations.
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Hamid Nazarkhah Alisaraei, 
an Iranian poet, writer, and 
folklore researcher, became an official member of the BRICS High-Level Expert 
Council.
Vadim Terekhin, poet and 
coordinator of the World 
Poetry Movement (WPM) in 
Asia, selected Alisaraei for 
this prestigious role. Alis-
araei is currently pursuing 
a master’s degree in Iranian 
Studies at the University of 
Gilan.
Alisarae’s international ac-
colades include chairing the 
jury for the second Literary 
Asia contest in Kazakhstan 
and Egypt, winning the Lu-
cius Annaeus Seneca Award 

from the Academy of Philo-
sophical Arts and Sciences 
in Italy, and receiving hon-
ors from literary events in 
Tokyo and Kazakhstan.
His works have been pub-
lished in various languages, 
including Persian, Arabic, 
Italian, Spanish, Chinese, 
Korean, Serbian, Russian, 
and English, across various 
literary journals in Iran, Eu-
rope, and the United States.
The formation of the BRICS 
Writers Association was initiated at the first con-
gress of the WPM in Colom-
bia and Venezuela in 2023, 
spearheaded by Terekhin. 
Current members include 
writers from the UAE, 
Egypt, India, China, South 
Africa, Brazil, Iran, and 

Russia.
Since joining BRICS in ear-
ly 2024, Iran has actively 

participated in the group’s 
cultural, political, and eco-
nomic events.

Iranian researcher joins BRICS 

High-Level Expert Council for culture

Iran, India to cooperate 
on Asian Cheetah 
conservation
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Directed by Iranian film-
maker Gelareh Abbasi, 
the documentary ‘Homa’ 
received the Special Jury 
Award at the Accolade 
Global Film Competition in 
the United States.
Homa narrates the story 
of Homa Homavandi, a 
woman who works in a re-
habilitation center and the 
problems and limitations 
she has in her life do not 
prevent her from having 
an active presence in the 
society.Abbasi’s film had also re-
ceived an honorable men-
tion from the Fusagasuga 
International Film Festival 
(FICFUSA) before.
Each year, Accolade grants 
annual  Humanitar ian Awards to filmmakers 
nominated by our judges 
for their dedicated service 
to social justice, humanitar-
ian causes or environmen-
tal issues.

Iranian 

documentary 

wins at US festival

Sweden awards 

Iran’s ‘Parisan’

The Iranian film ‘Parisan’, directed 
by Kambiz Babaei, has won the Best 
International Feature Film award at 
the Swedish International Film Fes-
tival. The festival is being held from 
June 10 to June 13 in Stockholm.
Recently, ‘Parisan’ also received 
multiple awards at the Kollywood 
Festival in India, including Best Di-
rector, Best Actor, and a Special Jury 
Award. 


