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Iran’s 3rd presidential debate 
focused on cultural, social issues
Iran’s presidential candi-
dates competing to suc-
ceed late president Ebra-
him Raisi outlined their 
plans on cultural and so-
cial issues during the third 
televised debate on Friday 
evening.
Campaigning for the presi-
dential election, scheduled 
for June 28, is in full swing, 
with six candidates in the 
fray – Mohammad Baqer 
Qalibaf, Masoud Pezeshki-
an, Amir-Hossein Ghaziza-
deh Hashemi,  Alireza 
Zakani, Mostafa Pourmo-
hammadi, and Saeed Jalili 
– pulling out all the stops 
to win voters’ favor.  
The conservative candi-
date, Ghazizadeh Hashemi, 
said he will strengthen 
the support fund for art-
ists, tourism activists and 
media professionals. He 
also said he will deal with 
filtering (in the virtual 
space) according to socie-
tal norms.
Jalili said if our president 
or cultural  managers 

alongside marketing for 
high-tech technologies also 
present a cultural product, 
it can create a world of op-
portunities. Cultural pro-
ductions can conquer the 
world.
The Reformist candidate 
Pezeshkian pointed to the 
women’s rights, saying that 
women should be in a po-
sition where they can play 
a constructive role.
There is no difference be-
tween men and women 
in ideological terms. Our 
women can also occupy 
the same positions as our 
men.
He also said that the gov-
ernment should refrain 
from interference (in art 
and culture) and should be 
the policymaker and over-
seer of programs.
Pourmohammadi also 
pointed to the role that 
women can play in the 
country, saying that, “We 
should trust the women 
of our country and utilize 
their capabilities for the de-

velopment of the country”.
The conservative candi-
date, Zakani, said “in the 
cultural, social, and eco-
nomic domains, we prac-
tically see people’s partic-
ipation. The government 
serves as a supporter.
“We must consider culture 
as the axis of other sys-
tems and accept education 
and training as a driving 
force”.
The most prominent can-
didate who is the current 
Speaker of Parliament, Qa-
libaf, said, “We must strive 
to keep culture away from 
political decisions and po-
liticization so that it does 
not suffer damage.”
Culture has depth; it has 
owners, individuals, and 
pioneers. In the cultural 
sphere, people produce 
culture and consume it 
themselves, he said.
When we talk about cul-
ture, we must focus on its 
infrastructure, artists, cul-
tural practitioners, their 
livelihoods, and content.

Iran: Israel will be ‘ultimate loser’ 
in war with Hezbollah

 International Desk

Iran warned Israel that 
it would be the “ultimate 
loser” in an all-out war 
with the Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah resistance move-
ment as fears of a major 
Israeli offensive in Leba-
non continued to mount.
The mission of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to 
the United Nations in a 
statement said Hezbollah 
is capable of defending 
itself and Lebanon. 
“Undoubtedly, this war 
will have one ultimate 
loser, which is the Zion-

ist regime. The Lebanese 
resistance movement, 
Hezbollah, has the ca-
pability to defend itself 
and Lebanon – perhaps 
the time for the self-an-
nihilation of this illegiti-
mate regime has come,” 
the mission said on its X 
account
“Any imprudent decision 
by the occupying Israe-
li regime to save itself 
could plunge the region 
into a new war, the con-
sequence of which would 
be the destruction of Leb-
anon’s infrastructure as 
well as that of the 1948 

occupied territories.”
Hezbollah and the Israe-
li occupation army have 
been exchanging fire on 
a daily basis since the 
beginning of the regime’s 
onslaught on the Gaza 
Strip, which has claimed 
the lives of more than 
37,500 Palestinians – 
mostly women and chil-
dren. 
Tensions between the 
two sides have been in-
tensified in recent weeks 
especially after the kill-
ing of a senior Hezbollah 
commander by Israel last 
week.

Leader of Iran's Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei cautioned pres-
idential candidates against 
making statements that 
could delight Iran’s enemies.
His remarks came after 
Iran held the third televised 
presidential debate on Fri-
day night, during which six 
candidates vying for presi-
dency outlined their plans 
on cultural and socio-eco-
nomic issues.
“My advice is that these 
discussions that the can-
didates have together on 
TV or the statements they 
make either in public or 
individually in order to 
overcome the rival should 
not contain anything that 
makes our enemies happy,” 

the Leader said during a 
meeting country’s judicial 
officials on Saturday.
“The words that are uttered 
should not gratify the ene-
my of the country, the na-
tion and the system. This is 
not permissible,” he said. 
“The assumption is that all 
the candidates love Iran and 
the Islamic Republic, since 
they want to become pres-
ident in this system and to 
serve the people. Therefore, 
they should not speak in 
such a way that pleases the 
enemy.”
Ayatollah Khamenei said 
the debates give people fa-
miliarity with the opinions 
of the candidates.
In their third debate, the 
candidates presented their 
blueprints on the country’s 
cultural and social issues. 
It followed the first held 
on Monday and the second 
staged on Thursday, which 
centered on economic and 
socio-economic issues re-
spectively.

Leader of Iran's Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
speaks during a meeting with Iran’s 
judicial officials in Tehran, Iran on 
June 22, 2024.
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Israeli 
forces strap 
Palestinian 
to vehicle 
to use as 
human shield

In the West Bank city of 
Jenin, videos have shown 
an Israeli armored vehicle 
driving past ambulances 
with an injured Palestin-
ian man strapped to the 
hood, in what appears to 
be a case of using him as a 
human shield.
“That shocking image of 
the Jeep … is something 
that is repeated in several 
ways in the West Bank and 
it is what human rights or-
ganizations call the use of 
human shields. It’s been 
done on several occasions,” 
Nour Odeh, a Palestinian 
political analyst and activ-
ist, said.

Leader: Candidates should avoid 
making remarks that please enemies


