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With Iran’s presidential 
election being only five 
days away, the six candi-
dates running for the high 
office have already faced 
off in three rounds of na-
tionally televised debates 

to exchange their views 
on economic and cultural 
issues, defend their plans 
and critique those of their 
rivals.
The candidates are doing 
their utmost to galvanize 

public opinion and attract 
the electorate by cam-
paigning in various cities 
across the country in the 
run-up to the June 28 vote.
Masoud Pezeshkian, a for-
mer health minister and 

seasoned lawmaker, had 
a hectic day with a tight 
schedule on Saturday as 
he visited Iran’s western 
city of Sanandaj, Kordes-
tan’s provincial capital, the 
city of Shiraz, the capital 
of Fars Province and the 
southwestern city of Ah-
vaz, Khuzestan’s provincial 
capital.
Pezeshkian held meetings 
with various groups and 
representatives of a num-
ber of unions, universities 
and institutions during 
his one-day trip. He also 
had in-person talks with 
the public and heard their 
viewpoints and demands.
Saeed Jalili, a former lead 
nuclear negotiator and 
head of the country’s top 
security body, traveled 
to the central province of 
Isfahan on Saturday and 
was welcomed by crowds 
of people before paying an 
evening visit to Ahvaz. 
Pre-election campaigning 
took Mohammad Baqer 

Qalibaf, a veteran politi-
cal figure and parliament 
speaker, to Karaj in Alborz 
Province and the nearby 
city of Qazvin, where he 
addressed people from 
various social strata and 
outlined his blueprints.  
Alireza Zakani, the mayor 
of Tehran and former law-
maker, met with groups of 
sportspeople, athletes and 
medalists in the capital 
Tehran on Sunday.
Amir-Hossein Ghazizadeh 
Hashemi, a former law-
maker and a second-time 
presidential hopeful, at-
tended a gathering of stu-
dents at Tehran University 
and Mostafa Pourmoham-
madi, a former minister 
who also held senior posts 
in the Judiciary, partook in 
a press conference to field 
questions on his plans for 
presidency.
In remarks on June 22, 
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei called on the 

presidential candidates to 
avoid making statements 
during their televised cam-
paigns that would gratify 
the enemy.
“The assumption is that 
all candidates love Iran 
and the Islamic Republic, 
that’s because they aspire 
to become president with-
in this system and in order 
to serve the people,” the 
Leader said.
The election campaign 
period began on June 9 
and will run until June 
26, while the nationwide 
presidential election will 
be held on Friday, June 28.
The new administration, 
the 14th one after the vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in 1979, will assume 
power in late June or early 
July and hold office for four 
years after the snap elec-
tion on Friday, which was 
held following the passing 
of late president Ebrahim 
Raisi in a tragic helicopter 
crash on May 19.

Tehran hosts important ...
The presence of a large 
number of Asian delega-

t ions  in 
Te h r a n , 

especially officials from 
countries with fledgling 
economies, has created 
ample opportunity for 
different sectors in Iran, 
especially the econom-
ic sectors, over the past 
years. 
Bilateral talks with for-
eign delegations as well 
as consultations on im-
portant issues of the an-
cient continent would be 
a remarkable achieve-
ment for the Iranian gov-
ernment.
An economic develop-
ment is taking place in 
the continent. So, there 
are good opportunities 
for the ACD member 
states during the Tehran 
forum to expand their 
relations in the fields of 
trade, industry, agricul-
ture as well as technical 
and engineering exchang-
es.  
Especially for Iran, which 
has achieved self-suf-

f ic iency  or  re lat ive 
self-sufficiency in some 
areas, can share its capa-
bilities, specifically in the 
field of engineering and 
technology, with other 
countries.
Iran, as one of the main 
members of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organiza-
tion, has the potential to 
play the role of a bridge 
between the ACD mem-
ber states. 
Asia, the world’s largest 
continent of the world, 
is also grappling with 
problems such as terror-
ism and drug trafficking, 
which can also be dis-
cussed by the delegations 
present in Tehran.
Tehran can grasp the 
great opportunity of host-
ing the ACD conference 
to hold bilateral and mul-
tilateral meetings with 
the visiting delegations 
to discuss capacities for 
cooperation. 
Owing to the efforts of 
the late chief executive’s 
government, the region-
al and international po-

sition of Iran has been 
strengthened – an issue 
that has persuaded Asian 
countries to further coop-
erate with Tehran. 
Asia has been witness-
ing significant progress 
in various fields over the 
past two decades.  
The countries of the 
continent, especially the 
members of the Asia Co-
operation Dialogue, can 
consolidate the status 
of the great continent 
and the role of the Asian 
countries in global devel-
opments by adopting in-
teractive approaches.  
Tehran and the countries 
present at this forum 
should make the most of 
the forum to resolve the 
problems of the conti-
nent and improve their 
relations.

Iran to list 
Canadian 
army as 
terrorist entity
Iranian lawmakers de-
nounced the Canadian 
government’s decision 
to blacklist the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC),  demanding a 
countermeasure against 
the North American coun-
try’s armed forces.
On Sunday, a group of 
250 Iranian legislators 
introduced a motion that 
requires the administra-
tion to designate the Ca-
nadian Army and federal 
police forces as terrorist 
organizations, Press TV 
reported. 
They expressed their 
strong support for the 
IRGC and hailed its de-
fense of Iran’s national 
security and territorial 
integrity in the years fol-
lowing the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution.
Canada’s Public Safety 
Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
Ottawa on Wednesday 
listed the IRGC as a “ter-
rorist entity” under the 
Criminal Code and called 
on Canadians in Iran to 
leave.

Campaigning in full swing as 
election day nears
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