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Margoon Waterfall holds

immense ecological and
cultural significance

Nestled amidst the picturesque land-
scapes of Iran, Margoon Waterfall
stands as a breathtaking natural won-
der that enchants visitors with its ma-
jesticbeauty and tranquil surroundings.
Situated in the Fars Province, this wa-
terfall not only delights the eyes but also
holds immense ecological and cultural
significance. This article invites you on
an in-depth exploration of the charm of
Margoon Waterfall, delving into its his-
torical background, geographical im-
portance, diverse flora and fauna, tour-
ismallure, and more.

Aglimpse ofnatural
grandeur

Margoon Waterfall, often
hailed as one of Iran’s most
exquisite waterfalls, tum-
bles down from a height of
around 70 meters (230 feet).
The moniker Margoon itself,
meaning “snake-like,” mir-
rors the sinuous and winding
course of the waterfall as it
descends. Sourced by multi-
ple springs atop the cliff, the
waterfall forms a wide, fan-
shaped cascade that capti-
vates all those who behold its
splendor.

Seasonal delights
Margoon Waterfall displays
varying charms through the
seasons, each presenting a dis-
tinct and mesmerizing spec-
tacle. In spring and summer,
the waterfall reaches its peak,
surrounded by blooming flora
that paints a vibrant and ver-
dantpanorama.Comeautumn,
the landscape transforms into
a canvas of warm hues, while
winter unveils a tranquil and
serenebeauty,sometimeswith
the waterfall partially frozen,
imparting an ethereal allure to
itsmagnificence.

Locationandaccess
Located in the western region
of Fars Province, near the bor-
der of Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad Province, Margoon
Waterfall sits approximately
130 Kkilometers (81 miles)
from Shiraz, the provincial
capital of Fars. The journey to
Margoon treats visitors to pic-
turesque mountain roads and
charming villages, setting the
stageforthe mainattraction.

Geological origins

Margoon Waterfall owes its
formation to the geological
makeup of the region. Pre-
dominantly consisting of
limestone and other sedimen-
tary rocks, the area has been
sculpted over ages by the ero-
sive power of water. Emerging

from these porous rocks, the
many springs that feed the
waterfall contributetothe cre-
ation of the expansive cascade
thatdefines Margoon.

Diverse ecosystem

The vicinity around Margoon
Waterfall boasts a rich variety
of plant and animal life, estab-
lishing it as an ecological gem.
The verdant flora includes a
mix of trees such as oak, wal-
nut, and wild pistachio, ac-
companied by a profusion of
wildflowers and shrubs that
enhance the natural allure of
thearea.

Habitat for wildlife

Furthermore, this region
serves as a haven for wildlife.
Visitors may catch sight of var-
ious bird species like eagles,
hawks, and songbirds, along
with mammals such as foxes,
wild boars, and occasionally
even bears. The presence of
these creatures underscores
the ecological significance of
the area and underscores the
imperative ofits conservation.

Localfolkloreand
legends

Margoon Waterfall holds not
only natural beauty but also
a wealth of local folklore and
legends. According to tales
passed down through gener-
ations, the waterfall is said to
be inhabited by benevolent
spirits who safeguard the area
and its visitors. These stories
bestow a mystical auraupona
visitto Margoon,addingdepth
to the cultural significance of
thesite.

Historical significance

The region encompassing
Margoon Waterfall has been
home to human habitation
for centuries, evident from
ancient settlements and his-
torical artifacts found in the
vicinity. Throughout history,
the waterfall has likely served
as a vital water source and a
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communal gathering place for
localpopulations.Itsenduring
presence has transformed it
into a symbol of natural conti-
nuityandresilience.

Touristhotspot

Margoon Waterfall draws a
plethora of local and inter-
national tourists seeking its
allure. Its natural splendor,
combined with the serene
ambiance of the surrounding
landscape, makes it a per-
fect haven for nature enthu-
siasts, photographers, and
thrill-seekers. The waterfall
sees heightened visitation
duringthespringand summer
seasons, when the weather is
inviting and the flora is at its
peakbloom.

Hiking and exploration

An activity that draws numer-
ous visitors to Margoon Wa-
terfall is hiking. With a variety
of trails leading to and from
the waterfall, there are options
available for hikers of different
skill levels. These trails wind

through forests, meadows,and
alongside rivers, offering am-
ple opportunitiesto soakinthe
naturalsplendor oftheregion.

Picnickingandrelaxation
For those seeking a relaxing
experience amidst nature’s
beauty, the surroundings of
thewaterfall provideideal pic-
nic spots. The soothing sound
of flowing water, coupled with
the lush greenery, creates a
tranquil setting perfect for
unwinding and reconnecting
withtheenvironment.

Nature conservation
Given the ecological signifi-
cance of Margoon Waterfall
and its environs, active con-
servation measures are im-
perative. Local authorities and
environmental organizations
are dedicated to safeguarding
the area from pollution, defor-
estation, and other detrimen-
tal factors. These initiatives are
crucial in preserving Margoon
Waterfall as a pristine natural
gem forfuturegenerations.

Sustainable tourism
Emphasizing sustainable tour-
ism practices is essential for
the long-term preservation
of Margoon Waterfall. This in-
volves promoting eco-friendly
behaviorsamongyvisitors,such
asreducing waste, showingre-
spect for wildlife, and sticking
todesignated trails. By cultivat-
ing a culture of environmental
stewardship, the beauty and
ecological balance of the area
canbeupheld.

Margoon Waterfall is a stun-
ning showcase of Iran’s
awe-inspiring natural beau-
ty and diverse ecosystem.
With its grand cascade, col-
orful flora, abundant wild-
life, and cultural importance,
it beckons nature lovers and
explorers seeking an unfor-
gettable journey. Whether
you crave adventure, seren-
ity, or a profound commu-
nion with nature, a visit to
Margoon Waterfall promises
a remarkable experience,
highlighting the marvels of
the natural world.

Persian treasures in Czech museums

With the exception of the National
Gallery in Prague, the most import-
ant Czech museums that contain
objects of Persian origin were estab-
lished in the 19th century, concur-
rently with the foundation of several
large museums in Europe. Although
mostofthe Persian materialin Czech
museums represent typical exam-
plesof ceramics, metalwork, textiles,
etc., severalitems meritspecial men-
tion either on account of their artist-
ry oracquisition history.

The most comprehensive material
is preserved in the National Muse-
um and the National Gallery, both in
Prague. A section of Persian art be-
longing to the Oriental collections
of the National Museum which are
stored in the Naprstek Museum of
Asian, African and American Cul-
tures, is the most representative

one among Czech collections. Apart
from objects originating from what
isnowthemodernstate ofIran, there
are examples from the Caucasus and
Central Asia as well, although most
objects coming from these areas
have been collectively described as
Persianintheinventories.

The Oriental collections of the
Naprstek Museum are based on
donations of Czech travelers of the
19th and early 20th centuries, such
as Josef Wiinsch (1842-1907) and
Josef KoGensky (1847-1938), as
well as the famous Czech painter An-
tonin Chittusi (1847-1891) and the
poet and writer Julius Zeyer (1841-
1901). Additional objects were
purchased later in the 20th century
fromseveral Prague antique dealers.
Characteristic examples of late 18th
and 19th century Persianartinclude

an impressive set of scissors, lan-
ternsandincenseburners.

Earlier metalwork is represented by
magic bowls from the 16th and 18th
centuries, while from Central Asia
Bukharan and Samargand metal
vessels as well as Turkmen jewelry
stand out. Mention should also be
made of 14th-century Kashan lus-
tre tiles, blue-and-white stoneware
from the 17th-18th centuries and
fine Qajar lacquer works, such as
pen cases, book covers and three oil
paintings.Itisalsonecessarytomen-
tion that there is a large and import-
antnumismatic collection in the mu-
seum as well: this collection consists
of both ancient Near Eastern and
Islamic coins, including examples
from modern-day Iran.

Another important collection in
Prague can be found in the National

Gallery. In contrast with the National
Museum, the collections ofthe gallery
were not systematically formed. In-
stead of acquisitions from collectors
or travellers, the collection of Islam-
ic art grew as a result of the central-
ising policies of the 1950s and 60s
when objects were transferred from
various Czech museums and castles.
Nevertheless, its sub-collection of
Persian artis rich and representative
enough. The largest part originates
from the Museum of Decorative Arts
(MDA) in Prague, the original collec-
tions of which had developed during
the second half of the 19th century,
in parallel with the Moravian Gallery
in Brno. A fine example of the trans-
ferred objects from the MDA isaman-
uscript of the Holy Qur’an, dated 866
(1462)and copiedin Tabrizunderthe

QaraQoyunlus.
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Theaboveisalightly editedversion of partofachaptertitled, “Thereception of Persian artinthe Czech lands: collections and studies’, from a booktitled, ‘The Shaping of Persian Art: Collec-

tions and Interpretations ofthe ArtofIslamicIran and Central Asia’edited by Yuka Kadoi and Ivan Szanto, published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing.




