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As the rivalry among six presi-
dential candidates in Iran reach-
es its peak, the nation gears 
up for a life-changing election. 
Campaigning is set to conclude 
today at 8:00 AM, making way 
for the commencement of voting 
tomorrow morning. Following a 
heated final television debate on 
Tuesday evening, hopefuls went 
full throttle with their campaign 
efforts on Wednesday.
The race remains tight between 
three key contenders: Massoud 
Pezeshkian, backed by reformists 
and moderates, and Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf and Saeed Jalili, 
both endorsed by conservatives. 
Polls indicate that none of the 
three holds the required majori-
ty to secure a first-round victory, 
with the trio running neck and 
neck.
Unofficial sources claim attempts 
to persuade either Qalibaf or Jali-
li to drop out, consolidating the 
conservatives’ camp to avoid 
fragmentation and boost the like-
lihood of a first-stage triumph. At 
the time of this piece, however, 
all candidates remain in the race.
Of the current candidates, four 
–Jalili, Qalibaf, Amir Hossein 
Ghazizadeh Hashemi, and Alire-
za Zakani – align with the con-
servative camp and share close 
ties to the late president Ebra-
him Raisi’s administration. Their 
platforms emphasize the contin-
uation of his policies.
On the other side of the politi-
cal spectrum stands reformist 
candidate Pezeshkian, an out-
spoken critic of Iran’s current 
policies. His platform centers on 
ramping up efforts to lift sanc-
tions, bolster domestic unity, 
and remove restrictions on the 
Internet, while 
leveraging the 
expertise of specialists and elites 
to tackle economic challenges.
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Iran-Russia cooperation 
agreement fully laid out: 
Envoy
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Russia’s Ambassador to Tehran Alexey Dedov 
said on Wednesday that the process of a 
new comprehensive cooperation agreement 
between Iran and Russia has been completed.
In an interview with ISNA, Dedov said that 
two agreements on establishment of the 
two countries’ cultural centers as well as an 
agreement on cooperation on data security, 
which had been earlier approved by Iran’s 
Parliament, were announced by Iran’s
acting President Mohammad Mokhbar
for implementation on Sunday. 
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