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Ovan Lake is one of the pristine
natural lakes in Iran, located in
the province of Qazvin. It shines
like abeautiful gem in the moun-
tainous and pleasant climate
region of Alamut, Qazvin Prov-
ince. The proximity of the lake
to Tehran has made this place
a suitable location for one-day
nature tours and it annually
hosts hundreds of domestic
and foreign tourists. This lake is
one of the protected wetlands of
the Environmental Protection
Organization of Iran and is also
registered on the Iran’s National
Heritage List.

Ovan Lake is situated amidst
four villages with a beautiful

Ovan Lake in Qazvin,
a magnet for tourists
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and unique landscape. Ovan in
Persianmeansaplace filled with
water. Thislake coversanarea of
over 70,000 square meters, and
its depthreaches approximately
six meters at its deepest point.
The lake does not receive water
directly from its surroundings;
its only source is from rainfall
and springs at the bottom of the
lake. Additionally, a small river
is formed by the overflow of the
lake, and its water is used by the
farmersinthevillages of Kooshk
and Ayeen.

Ifyoulookat Ovan Lake from the
top of the surrounding moun-
tains, you will see it surrounded
by a beautiful vegetation cover.
The plants continue up to the
highmountainssurroundingthe

lake, with the towering moun-
tainsenclosingitlikea gem.

Recreation

Bird watching: Ovan Lake is
one of the best bird-watching
destinations in Iran for wildlife
enthusiasts, as during bird mi-
gration and in the autumn sea-
son, birds such as swans, geese,
and ducks migrate to this area,
providing a great opportunity
forbird watching.

Ice skating: One of the recre-
ational activities you can enjoy
at this lake is the thrilling sport
of ice skating, which is possible
inwinter duetothe cold weather
and frozen surface.

Boating: Pedal boats are avail-
able at the lake for boating and

enjoyingthis delightful pastime.
Hiking: The surroundingmoun-
tains of Ovan offer you the op-
portunity to hike and see the
lake from the heights, allowing
youto enjoy theviews.
Photography: The beauty and
landscapes around Ovan are the
best subjects for photography. If
you are into photography, do not
miss capturing the beautiful land-
scapes of Ovan, especially in the
earlymorning mistoverthelake.
In the spring, Ovan Lake and its
nature are exceptionally beauti-
ful, and in the summer, itbecomes
a delightful sightseeing spot for
tourists. The best time to enjoy its
pleasantandrefreshingairisfrom
ApriltoOctober.Duetothehighal-
titude ofthelakeanditslocationin

the Khoshchal Mountains, the cli-
mate around the lake is very cold
inwinterand autumn.

If you plan to spend the night by
the lake and camp, make sure to
bring the necessary equipment
with you as Ovan is far from the
city. Duringthe autumnand win-
ter seasons, the temperature
drops significantly, sometimes
reaching -20°C, therefore, if
you intend to camp around this
lake, ensure you have warm and
suitable clothing. If you prefer to
stay in a lodge, there are several
eco-lodges in the Alamut region
where you can stay and explore
the beautiful climate of Qazvin
with more patience and time.

To preserve the lake ecosystem,
hunting and fishing are prohib-

ited in this area. Please refrain
from these activities to protect
the wildlife and environment of
the lake. Swimming in the lake is
also prohibited due to sediment
at the bottom and existing veg-
etation, making it a highly risky
activity for tourists.

The lake is notjust a recreation-
al area and tourist attraction; it
holds significant climatic and
economic importance, especial-
ly for the local community. Any
alterations to the lake have a
profound impact on the lives of
people and the local ecosystem.
Without this lake, a substantial
portion of agricultural products
and the Alamutclimate would be
affected, leading to challengesin
theregional economy.
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The head of Lorestan Prov-
ince’s Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicraft Organiza-
tion announced thatthe Fourth
International Conference on
Hand-Carved Architecture will
take place in the province from
November12-14.

Ata Hassanpour, speaking in
an interview with ISNA, men-
tioned that the conference has
previously been held at an in-
ternational level in Kerman,
Tehran, and Hamedan. He
also noted that the papers to
be sent to the conference will
be reviewed and evaluated by
the organizing committee in
Tehran.

He added, “I submitted three
articles on Kogan Cave, Eraz
Cave in the Papi district, and
Bahram-e Choobin Gorge in
Darehshahrtoall three confer-
ences. Subsequently, | was se-
lected asamember of Tehran'’s
Hand-carved Architecture
Committee. The conference

will be held under the super-
vision of the ‘Research Center

! for Historical Buildings and

”w

Texture”.
He said that given that Lor-
estan Province is home to a
large number of hand-carved
structures, extensive efforts
have been madeto prepare the

Lorestan Province to host int’l conference
on hand-carved architecture

where no materials are used
to create space, and unlike
traditional practices, struc-
tural aspectsarenota primary
| focus in this form of architec-
ture. This type of architecture
can be viewed as the gener-
ation of spaces within rock
and stone substrates, formed

conditionsforholdingthecon- &9 by the interplay of solid and
5| ferenceintheprovince. ¥ empty spaces, in response to
" | “Due to the existence of Mi- f'.i human climaticrequirements.
@ thraism and Zoroastrian reli- . Inthisarchitectural approach, &
gions, about fifty hand-carved || ., desired spaces are crafted by |
4 structures have been iden- f '-'_':i excavating rock masses from
# tified in the province dating | *# theiroriginal substrate, allow-
. | back to the Sassanid and Par- |._§ ingforthecreationofspacesin |
# thianeras,”hesaid. '*" diverseshapes. .
" Theofficial said thatdue to the pt* The development of a series &
topographic features of the gt of hand-carved architectur-
# 0 province,whichisamountain- al creations is influenced by
.. ous region, numerous hand- | a range of factors, such as cli-
B carved structureswerebuiltin % matic and geographic condi-
the area during the pre-Islam- @& tions, defense and security Ay
¢ ic period. He pointed out that _'1‘ requirements, longevity and
'.';Tr- several underground spaces % durability,alongwithreligious |
. &y have been discovered and ex- é’ and cultural influences, all

ploredinthe province.
Hand-carved architecture is
a unique architectural style
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