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Saqqez is the northernmost city 
of Kurdistan Province, located 
187 kilometers from Sanandaj, 
the capital city of the province. 
The Ziwiyeh ancient site, also 
known as Ziwiyeh Hill, attests to 
the antiquity of this region.
Ziwiyeh Castle is situated 50 kilo-
meters from Saqqez in a village of 
the same name. Approximately 
five kilometers from the village 
lies a tall hill with structures dat-
ing back 3,000 years. This hill is 
home to the castle, also referred 
to as a state fortress or the Ziwi-

yeh treasure. Standing at a height 
of 1,835 meters, the castle mea-
sures 450 meters in length and 
118 meters in width.
Ayub Rabbani obtained permis-
sion from the Iranian govern-
ment to excavate the area. He 
unearthed a treasure trove of 
gold, silver, and ivory encased in 
a bronze casket, which became 
renowned as the Treasure of Zi-
wiyeh. Some of the findings were 
sold to the National Museum of 
Iran, while the majority were 
smuggled out of the country and 

are now on display in esteemed 
museums such as the British Mu-
seum, Louvre, and the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art.
Subsequently, an American 
delegation led by Robert Dyson 
conducted twelve seasons of ex-
cavations in collaboration with 
Habibollah Qeddisi, Nosratollah 
Motamed, and Simin Lakpout, 
yielding discoveries. The first 
professional report on these ex-
cavations, titled “Ziwiyeh Trea-
sure” by Andre Godard, was pub-
lished in 1950.

The castle, spanning three sto-
ries with 21 stone stairs, boast-
ed a foundation of stone, adobe 
walls, and a unique architectur-
al layout. The first floor, likely a 
temple, still retains some rem-
nants and was easily accessible 
due to its hillside location.
The second floor, residential in 
nature, featured interconnected 
painted rooms with distinctive 
color schemes. Discoveries of ar-
chery equipment and bronze ar-
rows suggest its use as a military 
residence.

The third floor, known as the 
ruler’s residence, housed a barn 
for security during times of war 
and siege. It included spacious 
rooms with stone capitals, 
doors, windows, and decorative 
bronze furnishings as described 
by Andre Godard.
The premises were adorned 
with brick or tiled flooring, and 
featured north and south gates, 
with the latter displaying ornate 
tile decorations. Water was sup-
plied to the castle through piping 
from nearby mountain springs.

Historically, the castle belonged 
to the Mana tribe, whose capital 
was Iziriti (modern-day Saqqez). 
Culturally influenced by neigh-
boring Assyrians and Urartians, 
the art found in Ziwiyeh reflects a 
blend of both styles.
Despite its historical signifi-
cance, there are currently no 
tourism facilities in the vicinity. 
Visitors interested in exploring 
Saqqez can also discover attrac-
tions like Domenar Mosque, 
Haj Saleh Historical Bath, and 
Karaftu Cave.
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Khajeh Mountain is one of the most important tourist destinations and attractions in Zabol, Sistan and Baluchestan Prov-
ince, situated just a short distance away. This mountain is home to valuable historical monuments that are hidden like 

treasures from the view of tourists. Various beliefs and stories associated with Khajeh Mountain have heightened the mystery and significance of 
this landmark.

Khajeh Mountain stands as the sole natural feature in the Sistan plain, rising to an approximate height of 609 meters above sea level 
(about 100 meters above ground level). Within this mountain, one can find one of the rare ancient structures of the Parthian dynasty, 

known as the mud-brick Persepolis. Despite significant destruction to parts of this ancient structure due to natural and hu-
man causes, the architectural style of this fortress remains observable.

Khajeh Mountain and Hamoun 
Lake hold sacred significance in 
the beliefs of the three religions of 
Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and 
Islam. This region has been exten-
sively studied and explored by 
numerous researchers, all con-
centrating on the architectural 
styles of the Arsacid and Sassanid 
structures.
Khajeh Mountain was initially 
identified and discovered in 1916 
by Aurel Stein, a renowned Brit-
ish archaeologist. Subsequently, 
Professor Herzfeld, a German 
scholar, conducted expeditions 
for relics in the Khajeh Mountain 
area from 1925 to 1929, and the 
findings of this archaeologist’s 
excavations are documented in a 
book.  

Sections
The most important and larg-
est section of the ancient monu-
ments of Mount Khajeh is locat-
ed on the southeast slope of the 

mountain. This complex, known 
as Kafaroon Castle, consists of 
three defensive walls, the main 
gate, side corridors, a central 
courtyard, a fireplace, and more. 
The second structure at the high-
est point overlooking Kafaroon 
Castle is Kak Kahzad. In mytho-
logical beliefs, he was the ruler of 
the region and was killed by Ros-
tam. This location could be the 
residence of a king. 
The architectural decorations 
used in some parts of this struc-
ture resemble the Greek style and 
include capitals in the Doric style 
with spiral volutes. Some others, 
such as small decorative flowers 
resembling lotus flowers, appear 
to be inspired by Achaemenid art. 
Some also show similarities to art 
from Mesopotamia. Evidence of 
the regular stone stairs that con-
nected Kafaroon Castle with Kak 
Kahzad is still visible.
The mountain’s expanse is vast 
and flat, covering several hect-

ares, much of it adorned with 
captivating stone graves. These 
graves are so remarkable that 
they can captivate you for hours; 
placed nearly at ground level, 
they are covered with flat and oc-
casionally curved stones.

Gallery
Situated in the heart of the moun-
tain, the gallery is an artistic space 
featuring a room and exquisite 
wall paintings. The name origi-
nates from the abundance of wall 
paintings depicting kings, nobles, 
and religious narratives adorning 
every corner of the room, extend-
ing all the way up to the ceiling.
Visiting Khajeh Mountain is free 
of charge. Guides are usually 
available to explain the history. 
Iran is a country of diverse eth-
nicities; when exploring various 
regions, let’s respect the local 
culture. Support the local econ-
omy by purchasing from nearby 
shops.
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