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Developments

Raisi's diplomacy spotlights
interaction, dignity: Leader

Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei has praised prom-
inent features of the outgoing
administration of late President
Ebrahim Raisi, underlining that
the popular government fa-
vored diplomatic interaction
and dignity in its foreign policy
approach.

The Leader made the remarks
during a meeting with mem-
bers of the outgoing adminis-
tration in the Iranian capital of
Tehran on Sunday.

Ayatollah Khamenei said the
13th administration led by Rai-
si, who along with a number of
his companions lost his life in
a tragic helicopter crash in the
northwest of the country on
May 19, was the “government of
work, hope and action” in both
domestic and foreign sectors.
Stressing that the late chief ex-
ecutive was resolute in serving
all walks of the nation and fight-
ing off racketeering, the Leader
said, “Among the prominent
features of Raisi’s administra-
tion was its people-centricity,
something which must be set as
arole model for all authorities.”
Touching on the Raisi adminis-
tration’s foreign policy, Ayatol-
lah Khamenei said the 63-year

politician was an outstanding
figure in diplomatic interac-
tions and brought honor to
both Iran and the Iranian na-
tion.

"Respecting interaction and
dignity at the same time was
one of the outstanding traits
of Mr. Raisi,” the Leader said.
“He believed in the principle of
communication and was a per-
son of interaction but from the
position of honor”

He espoused very firm beliefs in
the potentials and capacities of
Iranian experts and was blunt in
expressing his religious and rev-
olutionary positions as he never
made any hazy comments, Aya-
tollah Khamenei said.

“Among the distinctive charac-
teristics of Martyr Raisi was his
diligence, and round-the-clock
efforts,” the Leader noted, un-
derlining that the late Iranian
president never felt upset in
the face of criticisms, and never
fell into despair despite all the
difficulties he encountered.
“Our dear Raisi looked up to the
public and by being among the
people, he would feel the reali-
ties and needs, and made solv-
ing the problems and meeting
the needs of the masses of the
people the cornerstone of his

plans and actions,” he noted.

Raisi was hopeful and optimis-
tic about the future, the Leader
said, adding that the late presi-
dent intended to reach his goals

with the cooperation of his cab-
inet members.

Ayatollah Khamenei also hailed
Raisi for supporting the public
and giving paramount impor-

tance to their demands. “Martyr
Raisi was extremely patient and
forbearing. His characteristics
can be utilized as a management
model for the entire nation.”
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The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution also thanked the Irani-
an nation and state officials for
holding a smooth presidential
election.

Congratulatory messages keep pouring in
Acting president briefs Pezeshkian on executive affairs

( National Desk )

Iran’s President-elect Masoud
Pezeshkian continues to receive
congratulatory messages and
pledges of support from both
domestic and international offi-
cials, with Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei expressing
hope that the new chief executive
will take steps toward the coun-
try’s progress by taking advantage
of national capabilities.

Ayatollah Khamenei on Saturday
received Iran’s president-elect
after his victory in Friday’s runoff
presidential election.

Once again, the Leader congrat-
ulated Pezeshkian on his success
in obtaining the majority of the
votes and made necessary recom-
mendations.

A pledge for campaign
promises
Pezeshkian received more than 16

million votes (about 53.6%) against
former nuclear negotiator Saeed
Jalili with more than 13 million
(about 44.3%) out of over 30 mil-
lion votes cast, with the voter turn-
out standing at about 50 percent.
In his first address to the nation
after winning the election at the
mausoleum of the late founder
of the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini on Saturday, the pres-
ident-elect said he is ready to
serve the noble Iranian nation
and vowed to fulfill his campaign
promises.

Pezeshkian said he would focus
his efforts on promoting dialogue,
convergence and national recon-
ciliation in the country.

He also noted that he respects his
competitor Jalili and tells all who
voted for him that the competition
has ended and the time has come
for friendship in Iran.

The president-elect emphasized
that he has no intention to limit

people’s desires and will rather
seek to “remove the shadow of
sanctions, threats and war from
Iran”
He stressed the need to promote
dialogue and constructive inter-
action with the world to serve na-
tional interests and meet people’s
needs.
Pezeshkian called on the people
to help him fulfill his promises
and overcome the challenges and
crises faced by the country.
Meanwhile, in a meeting on Sun-
day, Acting President Mohammad
Mokhber briefed Pezeshkian on
the latest status of the executive
affairs, as the 14th administration
is going to take office within the
next few weeks.
Mokhber provided the presi-
dent-elect with general informa-
tion about the political, econom-
ic, cultural and social affairs that
were handled by the administra-
tion of late President Ebrahim
Raisi, who lost
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Top military
brass ‘ready’
to cooperate
In separate
congratulatory
messages on
Sunday, Iran’s
top military
brass voiced
readiness to
cooperate with
Pezeshkian’s
government.

Iran’s high-
est-ranking
military com-
mander ex-
pressed the
Armed Forces’
readiness to

cooperate and interact with the
president-elect’s administration.
“I'hope that by further strengthen-
ing the defense capabilities of the
Armed Forces, we will make a big
leap in establishing the authority,
deterrence power, security and de-
fense of the sacred ideals of the Is-
lamic Republic and our holy land,”
Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces Major General Mohammad
Bageri said.

Iranian Army Chief Commander
Major General Abdolrahim Mousa-
vi also lauded the “fervent” pres-
ence of Iranian voters at the polls
as he felicitated Pezeshkian on his
presidential win.

Mousavi expressed the readiness
of the Army to interact with the
Iranian president-elect and his
government and to “use the am-
ple and valuable capacities” of the
force in the path of the 14th ad-
ministration’s success.
Meanwhile, Iran’s Defense Minis-
ter Brigadier General Mohammad
Reza Ashtiani wished him success
in fulfilling his presidential tasks
during his tenure, announcing
“the readiness of the scientists
and servicemen in the field of
defense and science and technol-
ogy in the Ministry of Defense in
all-out cooperation [with the new
government] and protection of
the achievements of the Islamic
Republic of Iran””

US, EU response

In its first reaction to the results of
the Iranian presidential election,
the US State Department reiterat-
ed false accusations and claimed
that the vote was “not free or fair”
and would not “lead to fundamen-
tal change in Iran’s direction.”
However, the department said
that the US would continue to use
diplomacy with Tehran “when it
advances American interests,” ac-
cording to AP.

But, the European Union on Sat-
urday expressed its readiness to
engage with Iran’s new adminis-
tration.

Nabila Massrali, the spokesper-
son for Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy of the European Union
congratulated the Iranian presi-
dent-elect, saying, “We take note
of the results of the presidential
elections in Iran and congratulate
President elect Massoud Pezesh-
kian.”

“We are ready to engage with the
new government in line with EU
policy of critical engagement,”
Massrali wrote on X.

In remarks published in Italian
newspapers, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Internation-
al Cooperation of Italy Edmund
Chirilly congratulated the people
and government of Iran on the oc-
casion of the election of the new
president.

“I hope that we can cooperate to
establish peace and stability in
the region, especially in the Gulf of
Aden and the Middle East in gen-
eral,” Chirilly said.

Hezbollah to stay with Iran
Hezbollah also congratulated
Pezeshkian on his victory, pledg-
ing that the movement would
keep treading down the path of
resistance alongside the Islamic

Iran’s President-elect Masoud Pezeshkian
(R) meets with Acting President Mohammad
Mokhber in Tehran on July 7, 2024.
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Republic under the would-be Ira-
nian chief executive.

The Lebanese resistance move-
ment’s Secretary-General Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah said Hezbollah
had always looked to Iran as a
“strong and stable support base”
for the resistance elements and
the oppressed people ever since
the victory of the country’s Islam-
ic Revolution under the founder
of the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini.

“Your Excellency, we will remain
on this path with you, God will-
ing, until we achieve final victory,
the main pillar of which will be a
strong, dear, and powerful Islamic
Iran”

Also, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the ruling Taliban government
in Afghanistan congratulated
Pezeshkinan in a statement on
Sunday.

Taliban expressed hope that
“with the establishment of the
new government, relations be-
tween the two neighboring and
Muslim countries will further
strengthen and expand in vari-
ous fields.”



