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Raisi's Diplomacy Spotlights

Interaction, Dignity: Leader
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Leader of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei (c) meets with
ministers and top officials of
the outgoing government in
Tehran, Iran on July 7, 2024.
@ leader.ir

Biden should see
Iran’s election realistically
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In a hotly contested race, Masoud
Pezeshkian, the flagbearer of Iran’s
reformists and moderates, emerged
victorious as the new president of
the Islamic Republic. Championing
the promise of “change” and “re-
form,” Pezeshkian beat his conser-
vative rival, Saeed Jalili, as half of
eligible voters did not turn out. No
major political party or faction boy-
cotted the election and they fielded
their candidates.
Pezeshkian’s electoral campaign
and televised debates accentu-
ated his commitment to a policy
of “interaction with the world.”
His critics attempted to align him
with the moderate government

By Ebrahim Beheshti

of Hassan Rouhani, portraying
Pezeshkian’s government as a
continuation of Rouhani’s reign.
Nevertheless, the president-elect
appears to favor following in
the footsteps of former presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami'’s re-
form-driven trajectory of the late
1990s and early 2000s - the very
government wherein Pezeshkian
served as health minister. That
government adopted policies to
promote global engagement, with
“détente” constituting a pivotal
agenda of its foreign policy.

Now, as Iran grapples with the
persistent pressure of sanctions,
Pezeshkian has vowed to rekindle
the strategy of international en-
gagement guid-

ed by the three PageZz >
paramount tenets of the Leader:
dignity, wisdom, and expediency.
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Iran’s exports
toIraqup
27% in three
months

Iran exported $3 billion
worth of commodities to
Iraq during the first three
months of the current Irani-
an year (March 20-June 20),
27% percent more than the
corresponding period in the
previous year which stood
at $2.346 billion.
Announcing the news, Far-
zad Piltan, an advisor to
the head of Iran Trade Pro-
motion Organization, said
the main exported goods
included natural gas, fresh
apples, iron and steel in-
gots.

Tile and ceramics, wa-
termelons, evaporative
coolers, tomatoes, home
appliances, gas turbines,
PE compounds, hot-rolled
bars, clinker, infant formula
and ice cream were among
other exported commod-
ities to Iraq, the official
stated.

Iran imported $107 million
worth of goods during the
three months to June 20,
Piltan said adding that it
indicates 25% of rise com-
pared to the related figure
of last year ($85 million).
Precious metals, aluminum
alloys, tire, automobiles
and home appliances were
among the main imported
goods from Iraq during the
period, the official noted.

Iran sells caviar to
38 countries: IFO official
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By Sadeq Dehqan &
Reza Abesh Ahmadlou

Staff writers

According to official statistics, [ran
exported 4.784 tons of caviar to 38
countries during the Iranian year
to March 19, which indicated a
37% rise compared to the previous
year that stood at 3.5 tons.

Talking to Iran Daily, Nasser Kara-
mi-Rad, the director general of
stock enhancement and conserva-
tion of aquatic genetic resources
of the Iran Fisheries Organization
(1F0) added that the country pro-
duced 4,760 tons of sturgeon meat
as well as 21.612 tons of caviar
during past Iranian year.

A sum of 4,650 tons of sturgeon
meat and 18.46 tons of caviar were
produced in Iran during the year
to March 20, 2024, according to
the official.

The trade of sturgeon in the world
is carried out under the supervi-
sion of the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
Karami-Rad said stating that the
permitted caviar export for Iran
during the last Iranian year was
put at 7.8-8 tons by the multilateral
global agreement.

“In addition, due to the restrictions

that exporters are facing regarding

the obligation to return foreign cur-
rency to the country, as well as oth-
er issues, every year some caviar is
exported from the country through
unofficial corridors,” he explained.
According to official data, the coun-

try’s revenues in year 1401 via the
export of caviar underwent a 37%
increase.

“Sanctions have created problems
for exporters, including in the field
of monetary and bank transfers,

y
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and if these problems are resolved,
we will see a significant leap in the
export of caviar, as Iranian caviar is
globally-known and many buyers

are interested in buying from Iran,”
Karami-Rad said.
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Considering the potential that
Iran enjoys in the field of sturgeon
breeding and its high profitability,
we can earn very good revenues by
developing sturgeon breeding, he
concluded.

Biden should see...

He has also pledged to heed the concerns of those who
chose not to partake in the election and try to accommo-
date their aspirations.

Page1 > Echoing this sentiment, Mohammad Ja-
vad Azari Jahormi, former communications minister and
a prominent figure in Pezeshkian’s campaign, said that the
inauguration of the new president would catalyze a chal-
lenging new phase in which he would try to bring onboard
all those who refused to show up at the polls.

Based on his stances, Pezeshkian who is a cardiac surgeon,
it is evident that he perceives interaction not only as a
remedy for navigating the broader international context
but also as a potent prescription for fostering cohesion
and cooperation among disparate factions within Iran
itself. Amidst global responses to Iran’s presidential elec-
tion, the European Union’s foreign policy spokesperson
congratulated Dr Pezeshkian’s victory, expressing opti-
mism for strengthened relations with Iran. However, in a
striking departure from this stance, the US State Depart-
ment spokesperson characterized the election as neither
“free” nor “fair,” and would not yield substantial changes
in [ran’s approach or the protection of citizens’ rights.
Contrary to the claims made by this US official, the pres-
idential election in Iran saw the participation of candi-
dates representing the entire political spectrum, and no
group boycotted the process. The spirited campaign, im-
passioned televised debates, and extensive voter turnout
- prompting a six-hour polling extension - collectively
suggest that the election met acceptable standards. The
victorious candidate, Pezeshkian, has been a vocal critic of
prevailing policies, casting further doubt on allegations of
a constrained electoral process. Furthermore, an election
of this nature has not been seen in any US-allied countries
in the region, and no such occurrences are anticipated.
Given the disconnect between these claims and the ob-
servable facts surrounding Iran’s recent presidential
election, it would be prudent for US President Joe Biden
to redress the missteps made by his State Department
spokesperson and adopt a more realistic approach to this
significant political development. Former US president
Donald Trump’s antagonistic policies toward Iran, born
from inaccurate assessments, resulted in heightened ten-
sions and costs for both nations - developments that were
vociferously condemned by the Democrats under Biden’s
leadership. The Biden administration’s current stance on
Iran’s election, targeting a newly-elected president yet to
begin its term, appears neither grounded in reality nor
diplomatically advisable. In light of the warm reception to
the election results from America’s closest regional allies,
it would be appropriate for senior US officials - particu-
larly President Biden - to recalibrate their perspective and
demonstrate respect for the outcome of Iran’s democratic
process. This shift in approach is crucial should the Biden
administration genuinely believe that diplomacy consti-
tutes the best option on the table.

Exploring Iran’s swap of Turkmen gas to Iraq

A gas swap agreement was signed
between Iran and Turkmenistan on
Wednesday to supply 10 billion cubic
meters a year of Turkmen gas to Iraq
through Iran. The strategic agreement
is a win for all three countries, diver-
sifying Turkmenistan’s export desti-
nations, supplying gas to the north of
Iran, and preventing electricity short-
ages in Iraq.

The contract was signed in a ceremo-
ny attended by Iran’s Ambassador to
Turkmenistan Ali Mojtaba Rozbahani,
and head of state concern Turkmen-
gaz Maksat Babayev, Press TV wrote.
In the joint press statement published
on the occasion, it was declared that
“Turkmenistan and Iran have been de-
veloping mutually beneficial relations
in the gas industry for years based
on the principles of friendship, good
neighborliness, mutual respect and
equal participation”.

The gas swap between Turkmenistan
and Iran has already been carried out,
starting in 2022 and 2023, to Azerbaijan.
The Turkmen government has yet to
provide any details on prices, timing
or logistical arrangements, but has an-
nounced that it will seek to expand the
new gas pipeline to Iran.

According to the Associated Press,
Iranian companies will build a new
125-kilometer pipeline to Iran to in-
crease Turkmenistan’s gas transmis-
sion capacity. Turkmenistan’s foreign
ministry announced that Ashgabat
plans to increase its gas exports to Iran
to 40 billion cubic meters annually.
Turkmenistan relies heavily on the ex-

port of its huge natural gas reserves,
and China is the main customer of gas
in Turkmenistan. Therefore, Ashgabat
is working on building a pipeline to
supply gas to Afghanistan, Pakistan and
India in order to diversity its markets.
Also, the entry into force of the new
contract will provide a solution to the
electricity crisis in Iraq. Iraq’s power
plants rely heavily on gas imported
from Iran, which covers a third of Iraq’s
needs, but the supply is prone to fre-
quent cutoffs, which worsen the crisis.
In previous statements, Iraq’s Elec-
tricity Minister Ziad Ali Fazil con-
firmed that his country had finalized
the agreement to import 20 million
cubic meters of Turkmen gas per day,
but the only challenge was the lack of
communication lines to transfer it.
Therefore, Iraq negotiated with the
Iranian side to use its networks to
transfer gas from Turkmenistan
whenever a disruption in gas sup-
plied by Iran occurred. The gas swap
deal signed on Wednesday covers part
of Iraq’s needs and underlines Iran’s
commitment to guarantee sustainable
supplies to the country.

The agreement is also an important
development in Iran’s foray into the
infrastructure building business,
where the construction of 125 km
pipeline and three compressor sta-
tions in Turkmenistan is carried out
by Iranian companies with the aim of
expanding Turkmenistan’s gas supply
to the Islamic Republic.

This has been officially confirmed
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Turkmenistan. The recent talks held in
Ashgabat from July 1 to 3 also provid-
ed the basis for discussions on several
aspects of further cooperation in the
gas industry between Iran and Turk-
menistan.

The European Union and Turkey
closely monitored the negotiations
and underlined their international
importance. The pipeline project is of
vital importance for the energy secu-
rity of both countries and shows their
willingness to develop long-term stra-
tegic relations in the energy sector.
The initiative aims to strengthen the
gas transportation infrastructure and
ensure export of more natural gas
to Iran. It allows Turkmenistan to
increase its natural gas exports and
embolden its position in the global
energy market.

As for Iran, it will optimize domes-
tic gas consumption and consolidate
the country’s exports, which is very
important considering the increasing
domestic demand for energy sources.
Turkmenistan plans to increase the
volume of gas supplied to Iran from
two main routes to 40 billion cubic
meters per year.

The first route is the main Dauleta-
bad-Sarakhs-Khangiran gas pipeline
with a current capacity of 12.5 billion
cubic meters per year. The pipeline
stretches from the Dauletabad gas
field in Turkmenistan to Khangiran
in Iran, where it is connected with the
Iran Gas Trunkline system.

It is significant as it allows the diversi-
fication of Turkmenistan’s gas export
routes, doubling the nation’s export
of gas to Iran. For Iran, the pipeline
allows the country to deal with gas
shortages in its northern regions, and
to improve its reputation as a trade
partner in the Caspian region.

The second route is the Korpeje-Kord-
kuy pipeline with a current capaci-
ty of 8 billion cubic meters per year.
In addition, transmission continues
through the Artig-Lotfabad cross-bor-
der pipeline launched in the 1990s to
supply gas to border towns in north-

ern Iran. The pipeline has a capacity
of one billion cubic meters of gas per
year and plays an important role in
ensuring the energy security of bor-
der regions.

Iran has already swap agreements in
place with Turkmenistan and Azer-
baijan. In November 2021, Iran and
Azerbaijan signed a swap deal for
1.5-2 billion cubic meters of gas per
year from Turkmenistan. In July 2022,
they agreed to raise the volume to
3-4 billion cubic meters per year. Iran
also has the ability to import 40 to 50
million cubic meters of gas a day from
Turkmenistan to guarantee energy se-
curity in the country and strengthen
economic relations with its neighbors.
Negotiations on the transit of gas from
Turkmenistan to Turkey through Iran
are also ongoing. Iran and Turkey are
connected by a main gas pipeline with
a capacity of 14 billion cubic meters
per year, but Turkey imports only 9.6
billion cubic meters per year and there
is room for additional 4.4 billion cubic
meters per year to transmit through
the network. Negotiations on the po-
tential transit of Turkmen gas through
Iran to Turkey indicate a growing in-
terest in creating new energy routes
that can meet Turkey’s growing de-
mand for energy resources.

Overall, the development of gas trans-
portation infrastructure between
Turkmenistan and Iran along with
having new swap deals signed shows
the strategic importance of these proj-
ects for the region.

In the midst of international sanctions
and geopolitical instability, these mea-
sures are carried out with the aim of
ensuring energy security and sustain-
able development of both countries.
Considering the geopolitical impor-
tance of the region, these projects can
play an important role in strengthen-
ing economic and political relations
between countries. They also diver-
sify natural gas supplies and reduce
dependence on traditional routes and
suppliers, which is essential to ensure
long-term stability in the region.
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Masal, aslice of p
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Masal is a small city located in the
northwest of Rasht, the capital of
Gilan Province. The summer re-
treats in this region offer a pure and
exceptional climate, a pristine and
misty atmosphere, indescribable
tranquility, towering waterfalls, and
endless green meadows that allow
you to feel as if you are walking on
clouds. Each year, numerous travel-
ers visit the Masal highlands to en-
joy a peaceful vacation away from
the hustle and bustle of city life. This
area is undoubtedly a slice of para-
dise in Iran, resembling a surreal
painting.

Location

Masal is situated 60 kilometers
from Talesh and 55 kilometers from
Rasht, the provincial capital of Gilan.
The city is approximately 380 kilo-
meters away from Tehran, requiring
around five hours of driving toreach
Masal, the second highest city in Gi-
lan after Rudbar. Passing through
the winding roads of Masal, you will
enter the highlands, each of which
holdsits ownwonders.

Masal boasts towering waterfalls,
lush forests, flowing rivers, and
picturesque highland meadows
with colorful cottages dotting
the hillsides. The Khalkalaei and
Morghak rivers are the prominent
rivers in the area. There is a popu-
lar coastal park near the Khalka-
laei River where visitors can relax.
The locals in Masal are known for
their warmth and hospitality. The
primary language spoken in Ma-

sal is Taleshi, with many residents
engaged in agriculture and animal
husbandry.

Summerretreats

Olsabelangah is arguably the most
beautiful summer retreat in Masal,
offering stunning views of the sur-
roundingareaandsituated atanele-
vationof1,490 metersabovesealev-
el, 27 kilometers northwest of Masal
city. The climate in this highland re-
gion is so pleasant that even locals
visit to escape the summer heat.
Olsabelangah is a protected area,
allowing construction only with
wooden materials. As a result, the
highland has preserved its charm-
ing wooden cottages, colorful tiled
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roofs, and traditional architecture.
The water used in the houses of Ol-
sabelangah is sourced from springs
and stored in water tanks. Electrici-
tyinthevillageis provided by a pow-
er generator, which unfortunately
shuts off after midnight. Sanitation
facilities are situated outside the
cabins, requiring a short journey to
accessthem.

Sueh Chaleh summer retreat is an-
other popular destination in Masal,
following Olsabelangah. It is re-
nowned for its colorful two-story
houses that offer a spectacular view,
especially during sunset. Located 25
kilometers south of Masal at an alti-
tude of 1800 meters above sea lev-
el, Sueh Chaleh translates to a place
where tulips and irises flourish in
thelocallanguage.

Witnessing the pristine and en-
chantinglandscapes of Sueh Chaleh,
with the valley covered in a mystical
mist, is an experience that everyone
should haveatleastonceintheirlife-
time. When visiting this highland, be
sure to take a morning stroll to wit-
ness Sueh Chaleh in its most breath-
taking form, resembling a piece of
paradise before your eyes.
Talaragah summer retreat stands
out as one of the most stunning lo-
cations in Masal, offering unparal-
leled views of forests, valleys, mist,
and clouds. While internet access
is not available in this highland, the
lush green meadows of Talaragah
are so captivating that you can eas-
ily spend a few days disconnected
from the digital world, immersing
yourself in the natural beauty sur-
roundingyou.

Traveling through the winding
and lush greenery-lined roads
to reach the highlands of Masal
undoubtedly offers the joy of ex-
periencing one of the most pic-
turesque natural trekking routes
in Iran. The road often resem-
bles a green tunnel, occasionally
shrouded in mist.

The summer retreats in Masal are
among the finest places to immerse
oneselfin rural life and atmosphere.
Visitors can enjoy a unique ecotour-
ism experience in wooden houses
that may lack urban amenities such
as electricity, gas, and piped water.
Heating in these houses is typically
provided by wood or small gas cap-
sules, withwatersourced fromnear-
by springs.

aradise in Iran

Diningoptions

After journeying through the city of
Masal and making your way along
the verdant road towards the high-
lands of Masal, you will find limited
dining options, with only a few ho-
tel restaurants and small roadside
shops offering aash (a Persian bean
and noodle soup), tea, and balal (a tradi-
tional Persiansnack). Given the scarcity
of restaurants, we recommend that
travelers bring their own cooking
essentials to prepare meals amidst
the stunning nature of Masal’s high-
lands.

Besttime to visit

For those planning to camp in the
summer quarters, it's crucial to note
that nights in this region can be very

Beingabove the clouds

Within these highlands, there are no
streets or avenues, only well-kept
hiking trails that guide you through
the landscape. The rural ambiance
of Masal’s highlands, accompanied
by the soothing sounds of birds and
the presence of livestock, offers a
tranquility unlike any other.
Arriving early in the highlands or
spendingthe nightin one ofthevillages
may reward you with a breathtaking
sight—being above the clouds, an un-
forgettable experience. Whenjourney-
ing to the highlands of Masal, remem-
ber to indulge in photography, nature
walks, mountaineering,andhorseback
ridingtomake themostofyourvisit.

IRNA

cold. Even during the summer season,
it's advisable to have warm clothing
and heating equipment for comfort-
able overnight stays in nature. The
weather in Masal tends to be cold
during fall and winter, with tempera-
tures dropping below freezing. How-
ever, the spring and summer seasons
bring milder weather, with an average
temperature of around 18°C, charac-
teristicofahighland region.

The winter in the highlands can be
extremely cold, prompting most
individuals to migrate to the city of
Masal and leaving the cabins emp-
ty. Hence, it is advisable to avoid
traveling to these highlands during
the winter season to ensure a more
pleasantand enjoyable experience.
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Study:
Protests
harmed trust
in higher
education

Crackdown on
US campus protests

By Josh Moody

Journalist

PERSPECTIVE

Pro-Palestinian campus protests during
the spring semester appear to have further
undermined public trust in higher educa-
tion, according to a study that the market-
ing firm SimpsonScarborough.

The protests, which sprawled across more
than 100 US campuses from coast to coast,
captured national headlines and drew the
wrath of congressional Republicans, who
chastised college presidents for how they
dealt with encampments and student de-
mands to divest from Israel and compa-
nies allegedly profiting off its war against
Hamas.

just beginning

On April 24, as students were wrapping up their semester at Indiana University (1U) in Bloomington, the
school’s provost convened an ad hoc committee to discuss a planned protest against the war in Gaza that
wassetto beginthefollowing day.Itwaslessthan aweekafter Columbia University had calledinthe NYPD
tobreakup anencampmentinManhattan, arrestingmorethan 100students, andtensionswererunning
high nationwide. Already, overthe winter, Indiana University had suspended a professor for sponsoring
atalk by the student Palestine Solidarity Committee and canceled a major retrospective exhibition — in
theworksforyears — by the 87-year-old Palestinian American painter andIU alumnus Samia Halaby, an
outspoken criticofthelsraelioccupation.

Ontheeveofthe April protest, without informing faculty or students, the provost’s committee — composed only of members of the admin-
istration, including the university’s chief of police and the vice provost for student life — rewrote a longstanding policy governing speech
and assembly on campus. Specifically, they prohibited the use of tents or other structures without prior approval. The next morning, stu-
dentsbegan assembling tents to occupy Dunn Meadow, alargefieldin the middle of campus that’s been the site of protestsgoing back to at
leastthe 1960s, including ananti-Apartheid “shantytown”thatstayedup fortwo semestersinthemid-1980s and anencampmentagainst
thefirst GulfWarthatlastedfor45days.

But this time, students were told, without explanation, that it wasn’t allowed. When they went ahead anyway, unaware of the new policy,
schooladministrators calledin heavilyarmedstatetroopersthatday.

= By Adam Federman
\ Journalist

PERSPECTIVE

6 Pro-Palestinian students and activists protest at
an encampment on the campus of California State
University, Los Angeles, in Los Angeles, California, on
May 6, 2024.
ETIENNE LAURENT/AFP

According to the SimpsonScarborough sur-
vey, which included responses from 641
college-bound high school students and
1,000 parents of high school-aged students,
parents were more likely than their children
to be aware of campus demonstrations and
tended to have a more negative view of the
protests.

Drilling down into political affiliation, the
survey showed that trust in higher ed de-
creased most among Republican parents.
Nearly half (49 percent) said their trust was
diminished by the protests,while47 percent
said it was not affected; the remainder said
the protests actually increased their trust.
Democrats and independents were less im-
pacted by the demonstrations, though 22
percent of Democratic and 30 percent of in-
dependent parents noted that their trust in
higher education had declined. The findings
come after public trust in higher education
hitanall-timelowlastyear.

Parents and students alike associated only
a handful of institutions with the protests,
namely Columbia University, Harvard Uni-
versity, and the University of California, Los
Angeles. All three saw contentious pro-Pal-
estinian encampments, and the leaders of
all three institutions have appeared before
Congress in separate hearings on campus
antisemitism since the start of the Isra-
el-Hamaswar on October?7.

Some institutions have attributed other
campus troubles to the protests; for in-
stance, Emerson College has alleged that
the protests negatively affected enrollment.
Earlierlastmonth, Emerson announced lay-
offs due to declining enrollment, which offi-
cials partially attributed to “negative press
and social media” related to the protests
and the arrests of more than 100 students
inApril.

Thearticlefirstappearedon Inside Higher Ed.

In an alarming show of force, snipers
armed with rifles were positioned on the
roof of the Indiana Memorial Union build-
ing overlooking the meadow. By late af-
ternoon, 33 Indiana University students
and faculty members had been arrested,
charged with criminal trespassing, and
banned from campus for a year. David An-
thony McDonald, a professor of ethnomu-
sicology who was among those arrested,
said he only learned of the policy change
astroopers brandishing batons and plexi-
glass shields began advancing on the stu-
dents.

“That is everything you need to know

Atleastadozen
colleges and
universities
have changed
their policiesto
make itharder
to protestthe
waron Gaza.
More may
followthis
summer.

about the coordination that was taking
place between the IU administration and
the state police, with no coordination be-
tween the administration and the actual
students they are supposed to be protect-
ing,”McDonald said.

Itwas only late that night, atnearly 10 pm,
thatIU President Pamela Whitten emailed
faculty to explain the creation of the ad
hoc committee and its decision. Students
were not officially informed until a cam-
pus-wide email was sent three days later.
While Whitten claimed that the new poli-
cy “enables us to balance free speech and
safety in the context of similar protests

occurring nationally” numerous faculty
memberspointed outthattheadministra-
tion’s abrupt change of policy and lack of
consultation with the wider community is
precisely what led to the dangerous con-
frontation withlaw enforcement.
[Udeclined to commentforthis story.
“They reversed a policy of 50 years over-
night and then they proceeded to enforce
thisnewpolicythenextdayatthepointofa
gun,” explained IU historian Alex Lichten-
steininan email. Over more than three de-
cades in academia, and 12 at IU, he wrote,
“Ihavenever seenanythinglike this,inany
institutionhavebeenapartof.”

° Columbia University faculty members protect students in the pro-Palestinian “Gaza Solidarity Encampment” in New York City on April
29, 2024. The students were given a suspension warning if they did not meet the university’s deadline to clear the encampment.
MICHAEL M. SANTIAGO/GETTY IMAGES
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Pro-Palestinian protestors are being arrested at Indiana University on April 25, 2024, by the State Police riot squad. All the arrested protesters,
including professors, have been banned from Indiana University's campus for a year.

Indiana is not alone in making sudden
changes to policies dictating when and
where students can gather and what
they can say as the war in Gaza enters
its nineth month. As colleges and uni-
versities have become the focal point
of Gaza protests, at least a dozen have
overhauled campus conduct rules in
ways that will effectively limit speech
and make it riskier to protest. And this
marks an abrupt change from the di-
rection academia had been moving
in. Over the past decade, universities
including Indiana have become more
lenient in allowing protests and en-
campments to stand withoutresorting
to the kind of force we’ve seen recently,
inavivid example of whatsome call the
“Palestine exception”.

Brian Soucek, a law professor at UC
Davis and a member of the American
Association of University Professors’
Committee on Academic Freedom and
Tenure,saysschoolsarebothclarifying
or tightening their rules and making
new decisions about how to enforce
them. Brown and UC Berkeley, for ex-
ample, negotiated with students and
reached agreements to reconsider
divestment from Israel, which led to
the voluntary dismantling of encamp-
ments.

But elsewhere changes to policy have
led to the overwhelming use of state
power — typically law enforcement
dressedinriotgear — toclearencamp-
mentson campusesacross the country.
Policy changes have also led to wide-
spread disciplining of students and
faculty through suspensions or expul-
sions and, in some cases, withholding
diplomas. In some cases, it's prompted
the walling off of the university itself.
Columbia, for example, was on lock-
down through the end of the semes-
ter while NYU erected a plywood wall
around partofitscampus.

As a result, colleges are coming to
look more like a police state than in-
stitutions of higher learning. And this
is just the beginning. With students
leaving for the summer and most en-
campments removed, at least for now,
university administrations have the
chance to overhaul campus policies
and implement newly repressive mea-
suresinthefall.

“I have a feeling there’s going to be a
lot of changes made over the summer,”
said Laura Beltz, director of policy re-
form at the Foundation for Individual
Rights and Expression (FIRE), which
has been tracking policy changes at
collegesand universitiessince October.
“I do have concerns that they're going
to be adopting more restrictions in the

daystocome.”

Many schools, including the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, which recently
banned encampments and “overnight
demonstrations” anywhere on cam-
pus,haveimplemented interim ortem-
porarypoliciesthatcould be made per-
manent in the coming months. Others,
like the University of Michigan, have
floated sweeping new proposals rede-
fining “disruptive activity” and intro-
ducing new enforcement mechanisms
that could be finalized before the fall
semester begins. According to Beltz,
these overly broad changes could have
far-reaching implications for future
studentmovements.

“Rules designed to suppress protests
on this particular issue can just as eas-
ilybeapplied torestrictprotestonava-
riety of issues on campus,” Beltz wrote
inanemail.

Changing policies to targeta particular
movement or opinion — eschewing
the so-called viewpointneutrality —is
aviolation ofthe First Amendment, but
thatappearsto be whatseveral univer-
sities have done. (The ACLU and FIRE have
challenged many of the new policy changes
on First Amendment grounds. Public univer-
sities, which receive government funding, are
bound by the First Amendment while private
institutions are not. However private colleges
and universities usually have free speech pol-
icies thatmirror those of their public counter-
parts.)

IU’s President Whitten even acknowl-
edged in her email to faculty that the
policy change was made inresponse to
studentplanstosetupanencampment
in Dunn Meadow. Shortly after the
Hamas attacks of October 7, Columbia
created a Special Committee on Cam-
pus Safetythat,like[U’'sad hocgroup, is
composedsolely oftopadministrators,
with no student or faculty representa-
tion. While colleges and universities
typically consult student and faculty
governing bodies before implement-
ing consequential changes, one of the
Columbia committee’s first moves was
unilaterally updating the university’s
events policy to grant the administra-
tion “sole discretion” over disciplinary
matters — effectively making itself
judge and jury. Less than three weeks
later, the new policy was used to sus-
pend campus chapters of Students for
Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jewish
Voice forPeace. (SJPhasbeensuspended or
banned from atleast half a dozen universities
acrossthecountry.)

In May, as protests spread across the
country, University of Virginia's (UVA)
Office of Environmental Health and
Safety (OEHS) made a last-minute

change to its regulations to require
administrative approval for any tem-
porary structures erected on campus,
whereas previous guidelines had al-
lowed for the recreational use of tents
as long as they were under a certain
size. Several hours after the policy
was altered, UVA's encampment was
cleared and more than two dozen stu-
dents were arrested. (Inastatement, UVA
said the OEHS regulations posted on its web-
sitein May were out of date and the university
wasmerely clarifyingexistingpolicy.)

Other changes have been more care-
fully considered but no less troubling.
American University, in a decision
widely criticized by civil liberties
groups, has banned all indoor protests
and established strict new require-
ments on registering student groups
and posting materials such as flyers on
campus, which must be “welcoming
to all students”. This measure would
effectively prohibit the dissemination
of unpopular or controversial view-
points. Meanwhile, Cornell, Harvard,
Franklin & Marshall, Lehigh, Caltech,
Barnard, and Columbia have all re-
leased statements clarifying or updat-
ing policies on speech and assembly
on campus, many of which will restrict
students’ ability to engage in First
Amendment-protected activity.

The crackdown on the Palestinian
solidarity campaign is not only taking
place within colleges and universities.
At the federal level, the International
Center for Not-For-Profit Law found,
eight new laws have been proposed
that would punish students arrested
during campus protests, in some cases
by revoking visas for non-US students
or cutting offfinancial aid.

All of thisis part ofabroaderlegislative
push, at the state and federal levels, to
undermine social movements — from
the anti-pipeline campaigns of the
2010s to Black Lives Matter and Stop
Cop City — by enhancing penalties for
common protest-related crimes such
as trespassing or blocking traffic. Sev-
eral states have cited recent protests
against US policy on Israel as their
motivation for creating stiffer punish-
ments for blocking traffic. In its most
extreme form, New York Democrats
in a recent legislative session put for-
ward a bill that would make blocking
a highway or bridge an act of domestic
terrorism. Trump, for his part, has re-
portedly said that, if he’s re-elected, he
will deportstudent protestersand “set
thatmovementback25or30years”.

The full article first appeared on In These
Times.

Special Issue

US Universities May Fall Further Come Fall

Victory at Columbia University

Now, drop all
charges!

O P I N I 0 N Over six months
after Hamasini-
tiated the Al-Aq-
saFloodin GazaonOctober 7, students at Columbia
University in New York City occupied Hamilton Hall
on April 30. They protested the school’s millions of
dollars of investment in the apartheid, Zionist re-
gime of Israel, along with Israel’s ongoing racist
genocideagainstthepeoplein Gaza.
New York City Police Department cops brutally
arrested 46 of those students, at the request of the
school administration, for “criminal trespassing,”
considered a misdemeanor. In a bit of irony, the
NYPDweretherealtrespassers.
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G Pro-Palestinian protesters arrested for seizing the Hamilton
Hall (renamed to Hind’s Hall) at Columbia University announce in
a press conference that they will be refusing court deals, outside
a Manhattan criminal courthouse after their court appearance
on June 20, 2024.
AP

The Washington Post carried an article that re-
vealed that pro-Zionist billionaires — such as Daniel
Lubetzky, Daniel Loeb, Len Blavatnik, and Joseph Sitt
— pledged campaign donations to Mayor Eric Adams
if he would allow the NYPD to “handle” the protest-
ers in collusion with university President Minouche
Shafik, a former financial adviser, and the Board of
Trustees. (May 16)

Thesearreststookplace followingastudentencamp-
ment set up the week before, which was dismantled
by the New York Police Department. The encamp-
ment ignited the student Intifada that spread, first
throughout the US and then globally, in solidarity
with Palestine.

Ofthe46peoplearrested, 31 were Columbiastudents
or otherswith a currenttie to the university; charges
were dismissed against the 30 students on June 20
duetoalackofevidence. One other student had their
charges dropped earlier. The remaining arrestees —
12 of whom are considered “outsiders” by authori-
ties — were eligible to have their charges dropped if
they accepted an “adjournment in contemplation of
dismissal”. This is a provision in New York law that, if
the ACDisaccepted, the case againstthe arrestee will
be dropped and put away for six months only if they
arenotarrested foranother offense in the interim.
Fourteen of the 15 remaining defendants, proudly
wearingtheir Palestinian keffiyehs defiantly in court,
turned down the ACD deal and issued a joint state-
ment stating the reason for their decision: “We stand
here today united by our action and the Palestinian
cause. The state has attempted, once again, to divide
us — dismissing some of our cases and offering oth-
ers deals in accordance with their outside agitator
narrative.”

“All of uswho took partin theliberation of Hind’s Hall
[renamed in honor of a six-year-old Palestinian girl murdered
by the Israeli Occupation Force] were driven by the same
necessity to escalate, to escalate for Gaza, toresistthe
savage genocide of our siblingsin Palestine.”

“We exercised our shared right to oppose the US war
machine by putting our bodies upon the years of Co-
lumbia, one of its most well-oiled domestic compo-
nents.” (June21)

Workers World salutes these heroic students and
their allies who refused to be bullied and divided by
the pro-Zionist school administration, Mayor Eric
Adams, and the state repression of the NYPD and the
courts.

These young activists, an integral part of a global
movement, have been inspired by the determined
struggle for the Palestinian people’s right to libera-
tion and self-determination, including reclaiming
theirancestrallands.

Longlive the studentIntifada!

Thearticlefirstappeared on Workers World.
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Pro-Palestinian protestors are being arrested at Indiana University on April 25, 2024, by the State Police riot squad. All the arrested protesters,
including professors, have been banned from Indiana University's campus for a year.

Indiana is not alone in making sudden
changes to policies dictating when and
where students can gather and what
they can say as the war in Gaza enters
its nineth month. As colleges and uni-
versities have become the focal point
of Gaza protests, at least a dozen have
overhauled campus conduct rules in
ways that will effectively limit speech
and make it riskier to protest. And this
marks an abrupt change from the di-
rection academia had been moving
in. Over the past decade, universities
including Indiana have become more
lenient in allowing protests and en-
campments to stand withoutresorting
to the kind of force we’ve seen recently,
inavivid example of whatsome call the
“Palestine exception”.

Brian Soucek, a law professor at UC
Davis and a member of the American
Association of University Professors’
Committee on Academic Freedom and
Tenure,saysschoolsarebothclarifying
or tightening their rules and making
new decisions about how to enforce
them. Brown and UC Berkeley, for ex-
ample, negotiated with students and
reached agreements to reconsider
divestment from Israel, which led to
the voluntary dismantling of encamp-
ments.

But elsewhere changes to policy have
led to the overwhelming use of state
power — typically law enforcement
dressedinriotgear — toclearencamp-
mentson campusesacross the country.
Policy changes have also led to wide-
spread disciplining of students and
faculty through suspensions or expul-
sions and, in some cases, withholding
diplomas. In some cases, it's prompted
the walling off of the university itself.
Columbia, for example, was on lock-
down through the end of the semes-
ter while NYU erected a plywood wall
around partofitscampus.

As a result, colleges are coming to
look more like a police state than in-
stitutions of higher learning. And this
is just the beginning. With students
leaving for the summer and most en-
campments removed, at least for now,
university administrations have the
chance to overhaul campus policies
and implement newly repressive mea-
suresinthefall.

“I have a feeling there’s going to be a
lot of changes made over the summer,”
said Laura Beltz, director of policy re-
form at the Foundation for Individual
Rights and Expression (FIRE), which
has been tracking policy changes at
collegesand universitiessince October.
“I do have concerns that they're going
to be adopting more restrictions in the

daystocome.”

Many schools, including the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, which recently
banned encampments and “overnight
demonstrations” anywhere on cam-
pus,haveimplemented interim ortem-
porarypoliciesthatcould be made per-
manent in the coming months. Others,
like the University of Michigan, have
floated sweeping new proposals rede-
fining “disruptive activity” and intro-
ducing new enforcement mechanisms
that could be finalized before the fall
semester begins. According to Beltz,
these overly broad changes could have
far-reaching implications for future
studentmovements.

“Rules designed to suppress protests
on this particular issue can just as eas-
ilybeapplied torestrictprotestonava-
riety of issues on campus,” Beltz wrote
inanemail.

Changing policies to targeta particular
movement or opinion — eschewing
the so-called viewpointneutrality —is
aviolation ofthe First Amendment, but
thatappearsto be whatseveral univer-
sities have done. (The ACLU and FIRE have
challenged many of the new policy changes
on First Amendment grounds. Public univer-
sities, which receive government funding, are
bound by the First Amendment while private
institutions are not. However private colleges
and universities usually have free speech pol-
icies thatmirror those of their public counter-
parts.)

IU’s President Whitten even acknowl-
edged in her email to faculty that the
policy change was made inresponse to
studentplanstosetupanencampment
in Dunn Meadow. Shortly after the
Hamas attacks of October 7, Columbia
created a Special Committee on Cam-
pus Safetythat,like[U’'sad hocgroup, is
composedsolely oftopadministrators,
with no student or faculty representa-
tion. While colleges and universities
typically consult student and faculty
governing bodies before implement-
ing consequential changes, one of the
Columbia committee’s first moves was
unilaterally updating the university’s
events policy to grant the administra-
tion “sole discretion” over disciplinary
matters — effectively making itself
judge and jury. Less than three weeks
later, the new policy was used to sus-
pend campus chapters of Students for
Justice in Palestine (SJP) and Jewish
Voice forPeace. (SJPhasbeensuspended or
banned from atleast half a dozen universities
acrossthecountry.)

In May, as protests spread across the
country, University of Virginia's (UVA)
Office of Environmental Health and
Safety (OEHS) made a last-minute

change to its regulations to require
administrative approval for any tem-
porary structures erected on campus,
whereas previous guidelines had al-
lowed for the recreational use of tents
as long as they were under a certain
size. Several hours after the policy
was altered, UVA's encampment was
cleared and more than two dozen stu-
dents were arrested. (Inastatement, UVA
said the OEHS regulations posted on its web-
sitein May were out of date and the university
wasmerely clarifyingexistingpolicy.)

Other changes have been more care-
fully considered but no less troubling.
American University, in a decision
widely criticized by civil liberties
groups, has banned all indoor protests
and established strict new require-
ments on registering student groups
and posting materials such as flyers on
campus, which must be “welcoming
to all students”. This measure would
effectively prohibit the dissemination
of unpopular or controversial view-
points. Meanwhile, Cornell, Harvard,
Franklin & Marshall, Lehigh, Caltech,
Barnard, and Columbia have all re-
leased statements clarifying or updat-
ing policies on speech and assembly
on campus, many of which will restrict
students’ ability to engage in First
Amendment-protected activity.

The crackdown on the Palestinian
solidarity campaign is not only taking
place within colleges and universities.
At the federal level, the International
Center for Not-For-Profit Law found,
eight new laws have been proposed
that would punish students arrested
during campus protests, in some cases
by revoking visas for non-US students
or cutting offfinancial aid.

All of thisis part ofabroaderlegislative
push, at the state and federal levels, to
undermine social movements — from
the anti-pipeline campaigns of the
2010s to Black Lives Matter and Stop
Cop City — by enhancing penalties for
common protest-related crimes such
as trespassing or blocking traffic. Sev-
eral states have cited recent protests
against US policy on Israel as their
motivation for creating stiffer punish-
ments for blocking traffic. In its most
extreme form, New York Democrats
in a recent legislative session put for-
ward a bill that would make blocking
a highway or bridge an act of domestic
terrorism. Trump, for his part, has re-
portedly said that, if he’s re-elected, he
will deportstudent protestersand “set
thatmovementback25or30years”.

The full article first appeared on In These
Times.
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O P I N I 0 N Over six months
after Hamas ini-
tiated the Al-Aq-
saFloodin GazaonOctober 7, students at Columbia
University in New York City occupied Hamilton Hall
on April 30. They protested the school’s millions of
dollars of investment in the apartheid, Zionist re-
gime of Israel, along with Israel’s ongoing racist
genocideagainstthepeoplein Gaza.
New York City Police Department cops brutally
arrested 46 of those students, at the request of the
school administration, for “criminal trespassing,”
considered a misdemeanor. In a bit of irony, the
NYPDweretherealtrespassers.
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G Pro-Palestinian protesters arrested for seizing the Hamilton
Hall (renamed to Hind’s Hall) at Columbia University announce in
a press conference that they will be refusing court deals, outside
a Manhattan criminal courthouse after their court appearance
on June 20, 2024.
AP

The Washington Post carried an article that re-
vealed that pro-Zionist billionaires — such as Daniel
Lubetzky, Daniel Loeb, Len Blavatnik, and Joseph Sitt
— pledged campaign donations to Mayor Eric Adams
if he would allow the NYPD to “handle” the protest-
ers in collusion with university President Minouche
Shafik, a former financial adviser, and the Board of
Trustees. (May 16)

Thesearreststookplace followingastudentencamp-
ment set up the week before, which was dismantled
by the New York Police Department. The encamp-
ment ignited the student Intifada that spread, first
throughout the US and then globally, in solidarity
with Palestine.

Ofthe46peoplearrested, 31 were Columbiastudents
or otherswith a currenttie to the university; charges
were dismissed against the 30 students on June 20
duetoalackofevidence. One other student had their
charges dropped earlier. The remaining arrestees —
12 of whom are considered “outsiders” by authori-
ties — were eligible to have their charges dropped if
they accepted an “adjournment in contemplation of
dismissal”. This is a provision in New York law that, if
the ACDisaccepted, the case againstthe arrestee will
be dropped and put away for six months only if they
arenotarrested foranother offense in the interim.
Fourteen of the 15 remaining defendants, proudly
wearingtheir Palestinian keffiyehs defiantly in court,
turned down the ACD deal and issued a joint state-
ment stating the reason for their decision: “We stand
here today united by our action and the Palestinian
cause. The state has attempted, once again, to divide
us — dismissing some of our cases and offering oth-
ers deals in accordance with their outside agitator
narrative.”

“All of uswho took partin theliberation of Hind’s Hall
[renamed in honor of a six-year-old Palestinian girl murdered
by the Israeli Occupation Force] were driven by the same
necessity to escalate, to escalate for Gaza, toresistthe
savage genocide of our siblingsin Palestine.”

“We exercised our shared right to oppose the US war
machine by putting our bodies upon the years of Co-
lumbia, one of its most well-oiled domestic compo-
nents.” (June21)

Workers World salutes these heroic students and
their allies who refused to be bullied and divided by
the pro-Zionist school administration, Mayor Eric
Adams, and the state repression of the NYPD and the
courts.

These young activists, an integral part of a global
movement, have been inspired by the determined
struggle for the Palestinian people’s right to libera-
tion and self-determination, including reclaiming
theirancestrallands.

Longlive the studentIntifada!

Thearticlefirstappeared on Workers World.
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Iranian fencers to take a shot
at Olympic history

% g, Anirhadi
Arsalanpour
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Iranian saber team will be hop-
ing to round off years of prog-
ress by grabbing a first-ever
Olympic medal when the sport-

ing extravaganza gets under-
way in Paris in less than three
weeks’ time.

“Iranian fencing has been crav-
ing for Olympic glory for 12
years. I think the Games owe us
amedal,” said the Iranian head
coach Payman Fakhri, whose
team will be represented by
Ali Pakdaman, Mohammad
Rahbari, Mohammad Fotouhi,
and Farzad Baher in the French
capital’s Grand Palais on July 31.
“I don’t know if it is written in
the stars for the Iranian team,

Ronald Koe-
man savoured the prospect of
a Euro 2024 semi-final against
England as “something special”
after the Netherlands booked
their place with a thrilling
comeback win over Turkey.
Two of Europe’s old powers
will meet in a major tourna-
ment for the first time since
1996 after Stefan de Vrij
and an own goal from Mert
Muldur overturned a half-
time deficit. Koeman'’s play-
ers rode their luck late on but
saw out a storm of pressure
and face what promises to
be a high-octane occasion in
Dortmund.

“For the whole nation it is
something special,” Koeman
said, reflecting on the fact
that the Netherlands had not
reached a Euros semi-final
since 2004. “We are a small
nation and to be part of the
semi-finals with England,
France and Spain we are re-
ally proud to get the oppor-
tunity.”

Twelve days previously

but I'm sure this group of fenc-
ers have reached the maturity
to win an Olympic medal,” add-
ed Fakhri, who took charge of
the national team for a second
spell in June.

His men made it to the team sa-
ber final at the Asian Champion-
ships in Kuwait but came short
against fencing powerhouse
South Korea, which featured
two members of the Tokyo
Olympic gold-winning team in
Oh Sanguk and Gu Bongil.
Iranian captain Pakdaman,
meanwhile, is also set to be a
part of the individual contests
in Paris through the FIE rank-
ing.

“We've enjoyed all sorts of suc-
cess in recent years,” Pakdaman
said in a training session attend-
ed by Iranian Sports Minister
Kioumars Hashemi on Saturday.

“We’ve exceled at different
Fencing World Cup events. We
came out on top against Italy
in its own backyard in 2019.
We’ve beaten Hungary. Iran has
truly become a household name
in the sport and the Olympic
medal is the only piece of glory
eluding the country. The Paris
Olympics could be a turning
point for Iranian fencing,” add-
ed the world number five in the
Olympic qualification ranking.
Iran came closest to the Olym-
pic podium in Rio 2016, where
Mojtaba Abedini suffered a last-
four heartbreak against Ameri-
can Daryl Homer before falling
to a loss to prominent South
Korean Kim Jung-hwan in the
battle for bronze.

The campaign in Tokyo, how-
ever, was one to forget for Iran
as Abedini and Rahbari were

knocked out in the round of
16 and Pakdaman was beaten
by eventual gold winner Aron
Szilagyi of Hungary in the quar-
terfinals, while the country
failed to go beyond the last-
eight round after a narrow de-
feat against Italy.

“We’ve surely learned from our
mistakes in the previous Olym-
pics. Refereeing decisions cost
us against [taly and we were
unlucky to lose 45-44. We’'ll
have to make sure it won't hap-
pen this time around. The team
started preparing for the Games
right after the event in Tokyo,
taking part in numerous inter-
national competitions, and I just
hope all the hard work pays off
in Paris,” said Rahbari, an in-
dividual bronze medalist in %"

Asian Games.

C Sports Desk )

Portuguese head coach Jose
Morais will spend a third season
at Sepahan, the Persian Gulf
Pro League club confirmed on
Sunday.

The news ends weeks of spec-
ulation swirling around the
Sepahan bench following the
final victory over Mes Rafsanjan
in the Iranian domestic cup,
Khorramshahr Liberation
Memorial, in June - a first
trophy for the top-flight side in
nine years.

The Portuguese is to return
from vacation in the coming
days as Sepahan'’s first training
session for the new season will
begin by the end of the week,
the Isfahan-based side said in a
statement.

The club’s first game of the new

Kuwait as well as last year’s H

campaign will come on August
6 at Isfahan’s Nagsh-e Jahan
Stadium, where Morais’s men
will host Emirati side Shabab
Al-Ahli in the preliminary round
of the inaugural AFC Champions
League Elite season.

The winner of the tie will play
away to Qatar Stars League’s
Al-Gharafa a week later for a
place in the 12-team league
phase of the competition in the
West region.

Morais, 58, led his team to the
runner-up spot in the Iranian
league in his first season in
charge, before a controver-
sy-laden campaign saw Sepahan
finish third behind Tehran
archrivals Persepolis and
Esteghlal last term.

Widely regarded as the
favorite to lift the league
trophy after some emphatic

PAYAM SANI1/IRNA

Koeman relishes
semi-final clash with England

Koeman had criticised his
side for a poor performance
against Austria but this time
he praised their attitude and
application in a deafening,
sometimes impossibly in-
tense, environment at Olym-
piastadion. “It was really an
emotional match,” he said.
“We had a big heart and we
sometimes get criticism about
that - that we don’t have that
compared to other nations.
The players showed a big
heart after going 1-0 down.
We had to suffer but finally it
is a great success.”

England were taken the dis-
tance by Switzerland earlier
in the evening but Koeman
played down any notion that
extra time and penalties will
have taken a greater toll on
Gareth Southgate’s team. “If
you win the match that always
gives a good feeling,” he said.
“We need to recover, like En-
gland. It is not a physical dif-
ference between them and us.
We played on the same day,
we need to travel like them.

It is not the physical [aspect]
that will decide the result.”
Asked if he would have a pre-
ferred final opponent, Koe-
man offered a clear choice.
“First of all we need to fight
to win the semi-final,” he said.
“It will be a great night on
Wednesday between two big
nations historically. If we play
the final, my preference is
Spain because we had France
in the group stage.”

The Turkey manager, Vincen-
zo Montella, whose players
were denied by some last-
ditch defending and a brilliant
stoppage-time save from Bart
Verbruggen, saw honour in
defeat. “I think we are among
the top five in the Europe-
an Championship,” he said.
“We are proud that we have
gained an identity by feeling
our whole country behind us
and adopting our strategy.
Our players should be kissed
on the forehead. We should
be really proud: we have
come this far, but could have
achieved even more.”

victories in the early stages
of the season, Sepahan had to
part ways with several new
signings midway through
the season due to the Iranian
Football Federation’s financial
rules and fell short in the title
race in the second half of the
campaign.

Morais faces the prospect of
being without two instrumental
figures in his squad for the next
season as Iranian international
striker Shahriar Moghanlou, the
leading marksman in the league
with 16 goals, is on the verge
of joining Ittihad Kalba in the
UAE Pro League, while prolific
fullback Ramin Rezaeian, who
bagged 14 goals and 12 assists
across all competitions, has
announced the cup final against
Mes was his last appearance in
the Sepahan shirt.

EURO2024

Netherlands’ head coach Ronald Koeman celebrates his team’s last-eight victory over Turkey in Euro 2024 in Berlin, Germany,
on July 6,2024.
RONNY HARTMANN/AFP
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Raisi's diplomacy spotlights
interaction, dignity: Leader

Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei has praised prom-
inent features of the outgoing
administration of late President
Ebrahim Raisi, underlining that
the popular government fa-
vored diplomatic interaction
and dignity in its foreign policy
approach.

The Leader made the remarks
during a meeting with mem-
bers of the outgoing adminis-
tration in the Iranian capital of
Tehran on Sunday.

Ayatollah Khamenei said the
13th administration led by Rai-
si, who along with a number of
his companions lost his life in
a tragic helicopter crash in the
northwest of the country on
May 19, was the “government of
work, hope and action” in both
domestic and foreign sectors.
Stressing that the late chief ex-
ecutive was resolute in serving
all walks of the nation and fight-
ing off racketeering, the Leader
said, “Among the prominent
features of Raisi’s administra-
tion was its people-centricity,
something which must be set as
arole model for all authorities.”
Touching on the Raisi adminis-
tration’s foreign policy, Ayatol-
lah Khamenei said the 63-year

politician was an outstanding
figure in diplomatic interac-
tions and brought honor to
both Iran and the Iranian na-
tion.

"Respecting interaction and
dignity at the same time was
one of the outstanding traits
of Mr. Raisi,” the Leader said.
“He believed in the principle of
communication and was a per-
son of interaction but from the
position of honor”

He espoused very firm beliefs in
the potentials and capacities of
Iranian experts and was blunt in
expressing his religious and rev-
olutionary positions as he never
made any hazy comments, Aya-
tollah Khamenei said.

“Among the distinctive charac-
teristics of Martyr Raisi was his
diligence, and round-the-clock
efforts,” the Leader noted, un-
derlining that the late Iranian
president never felt upset in
the face of criticisms, and never
fell into despair despite all the
difficulties he encountered.
“Our dear Raisi looked up to the
public and by being among the
people, he would feel the reali-
ties and needs, and made solv-
ing the problems and meeting
the needs of the masses of the
people the cornerstone of his

plans and actions,” he noted.

Raisi was hopeful and optimis-
tic about the future, the Leader
said, adding that the late presi-
dent intended to reach his goals

with the cooperation of his cab-
inet members.

Ayatollah Khamenei also hailed
Raisi for supporting the public
and giving paramount impor-

tance to their demands. “Martyr
Raisi was extremely patient and
forbearing. His characteristics
can be utilized as a management
model for the entire nation.”

Leader of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei meets with members
of the outgoing government

in Tehran on July. 7, 2024.
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The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution also thanked the Irani-
an nation and state officials for
holding a smooth presidential
election.

Congratulatory messages keep pouring in
Acting president briefs Pezeshkian on executive affairs

( National Desk )

Iran’s President-elect Masoud
Pezeshkian continues to receive
congratulatory messages and
pledges of support from both
domestic and international offi-
cials, with Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei expressing
hope that the new chief executive
will take steps toward the coun-
try’s progress by taking advantage
of national capabilities.

Ayatollah Khamenei on Saturday
received Iran’s president-elect
after his victory in Friday’s runoff
presidential election.

Once again, the Leader congrat-
ulated Pezeshkian on his success
in obtaining the majority of the
votes and made necessary recom-
mendations.

A pledge for campaign
promises
Pezeshkian received more than 16

million votes (about 53.6%) against
former nuclear negotiator Saeed
Jalili with more than 13 million
(about 44.3%) out of over 30 mil-
lion votes cast, with the voter turn-
out standing at about 50 percent.
In his first address to the nation
after winning the election at the
mausoleum of the late founder
of the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini on Saturday, the pres-
ident-elect said he is ready to
serve the noble Iranian nation
and vowed to fulfill his campaign
promises.

Pezeshkian said he would focus
his efforts on promoting dialogue,
convergence and national recon-
ciliation in the country.

He also noted that he respects his
competitor Jalili and tells all who
voted for him that the competition
has ended and the time has come
for friendship in Iran.

The president-elect emphasized
that he has no intention to limit

people’s desires and will rather
seek to “remove the shadow of
sanctions, threats and war from
Iran”
He stressed the need to promote
dialogue and constructive inter-
action with the world to serve na-
tional interests and meet people’s
needs.
Pezeshkian called on the people
to help him fulfill his promises
and overcome the challenges and
crises faced by the country.
Meanwhile, in a meeting on Sun-
day, Acting President Mohammad
Mokhber briefed Pezeshkian on
the latest status of the executive
affairs, as the 14th administration
is going to take office within the
next few weeks.
Mokhber provided the presi-
dent-elect with general informa-
tion about the political, econom-
ic, cultural and social affairs that
were handled by the administra-
tion of late President Ebrahim
Raisi, who lost
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his life in a trag-
ic helicopter
crash on May

The fight
is not free
_or fair.

19.

Top military
brass ‘ready’
to cooperate
In separate
congratulatory
messages on
Sunday, Iran’s
top military
brass voiced
readiness to
cooperate with
Pezeshkian’s
government.

Iran’s high-
est-ranking
military com-
mander ex-
pressed the
Armed Forces’
readiness to

cooperate and interact with the
president-elect’s administration.
“I'hope that by further strengthen-
ing the defense capabilities of the
Armed Forces, we will make a big
leap in establishing the authority,
deterrence power, security and de-
fense of the sacred ideals of the Is-
lamic Republic and our holy land,”
Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces Major General Mohammad
Bageri said.

Iranian Army Chief Commander
Major General Abdolrahim Mousa-
vi also lauded the “fervent” pres-
ence of Iranian voters at the polls
as he felicitated Pezeshkian on his
presidential win.

Mousavi expressed the readiness
of the Army to interact with the
Iranian president-elect and his
government and to “use the am-
ple and valuable capacities” of the
force in the path of the 14th ad-
ministration’s success.
Meanwhile, Iran’s Defense Minis-
ter Brigadier General Mohammad
Reza Ashtiani wished him success
in fulfilling his presidential tasks
during his tenure, announcing
“the readiness of the scientists
and servicemen in the field of
defense and science and technol-
ogy in the Ministry of Defense in
all-out cooperation [with the new
government] and protection of
the achievements of the Islamic
Republic of Iran””

US, EU response

In its first reaction to the results of
the Iranian presidential election,
the US State Department reiterat-
ed false accusations and claimed
that the vote was “not free or fair”
and would not “lead to fundamen-
tal change in Iran’s direction.”
However, the department said
that the US would continue to use
diplomacy with Tehran “when it
advances American interests,” ac-
cording to AP.

But, the European Union on Sat-
urday expressed its readiness to
engage with Iran’s new adminis-
tration.

Nabila Massrali, the spokesper-
son for Foreign Affairs and Secu-
rity Policy of the European Union
congratulated the Iranian presi-
dent-elect, saying, “We take note
of the results of the presidential
elections in Iran and congratulate
President elect Massoud Pezesh-
kian.”

“We are ready to engage with the
new government in line with EU
policy of critical engagement,”
Massrali wrote on X.

In remarks published in Italian
newspapers, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Internation-
al Cooperation of Italy Edmund
Chirilly congratulated the people
and government of Iran on the oc-
casion of the election of the new
president.

“I hope that we can cooperate to
establish peace and stability in
the region, especially in the Gulf of
Aden and the Middle East in gen-
eral,” Chirilly said.

Hezbollah to stay with Iran
Hezbollah also congratulated
Pezeshkian on his victory, pledg-
ing that the movement would
keep treading down the path of
resistance alongside the Islamic

Iran’s President-elect Masoud Pezeshkian
(R) meets with Acting President Mohammad
Mokhber in Tehran on July 7, 2024.

IRNA

Republic under the would-be Ira-
nian chief executive.

The Lebanese resistance move-
ment’s Secretary-General Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah said Hezbollah
had always looked to Iran as a
“strong and stable support base”
for the resistance elements and
the oppressed people ever since
the victory of the country’s Islam-
ic Revolution under the founder
of the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini.

“Your Excellency, we will remain
on this path with you, God will-
ing, until we achieve final victory,
the main pillar of which will be a
strong, dear, and powerful Islamic
Iran”

Also, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the ruling Taliban government
in Afghanistan congratulated
Pezeshkinan in a statement on
Sunday.

Taliban expressed hope that
“with the establishment of the
new government, relations be-
tween the two neighboring and
Muslim countries will further
strengthen and expand in vari-
ous fields.”
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Iran designates May 20 as
National Ecotourism Day
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( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran’s Minister of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts, Ezzatollah
Zarghami, announced that May 20 has
been declared as National Ecotourism
Day in Iran.

In a statement, Zarghami said that May
20, which falls on the 31st of Ordibe-

hesht (second month in the Iranian
calendar), will be marked as a day to
celebrate and promote ecotourism in
the country, Mehr News Agency wrote.
“I'would like to express my felicitations
to all my colleagues and the diligent
members of the ecotourism commu-
nity on the occasion of the designation
of May 20 as National Ecotourism Day,”

Zarghami said in a post on his X social
media account.

The official added that May 21 is cele-
brated as World Day for Cultural Diver-
sity for Dialogue and Development, and
that Iran’s diverse ethnic groups are a
source of national pride and identity.
“Our ethnic groups are the honor and
identity of our nation,” he wrote.

Iran’s 41st
Book of Year Award

honors winners

(Arts & Culture Desk)

The winners of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran’s 41st
Book of the Year Award
received their accolades
at a ceremony held on
July 6, 2024.

The event, which took
place at the Roudaki Hall
in Tehran, was attended
by Iran’s Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guid-
ance, Mohammad-Mehdi
Esmaeili, IRNA wrote.
During the ceremony,

Esmaeili acknowledged
the high cost of books
but assured that the gov-
ernment is working to
improve access to them.
He also highlighted the
ongoing construction of
the largest library in the
region, spanning over
18,500 square meters in
Arak.

In addition, the minister
mentioned the country’s
successful collaboration
with Pakistan and Turk-
menistan and a signed

IRNA

agreement with Turkey,
which will be the special
guest at next year’s Teh-
ran International Book
Fair.

The award-giving cere-
mony recognized the top
publications and publish-
ers in various categories,
including Philosophy,
Religion, Social Sciences,
Language, Applied Sci-
ences, Literature, History,
Geography, Children and
Adolescents, Humanities,
and Arts.

C Social Desk )

At the 10th BRICS Civil Forum in
Russia, Pir-Hossein Kolivand, the
head of the Iranian Red Crescent
Society (IRCS), unveiled the orga-
nization’s capabilities and intro-
duced the innovative concept of
“Red Crescent Houses.”

Kolivand highlighted IRCS’s ex-
perience in establishing self-sus-
taining medical centers in African

Iranian Red Crescent Society’s
initiatives welcomed by BRICS

and Latin American countries,
made possible by the Iranian
government’s mandate to carry
out health and medical missions
abroad. With minimal invest-
ment and by leveraging the host

country’s resources, these centers
provide over one million health
services annually, playing a cru-
cial role in promoting health and
well-being.

The Red Crescent Houses are a

smaller, community-based version
of this initiative, he said, adding
that IRCS established these hous-
es with a focus on educating com-
munities about disaster prepared-
ness and response to mitigate the

impact of natural disasters and
diseases and enhance resilience
during crises.

Kolivand emphasized the syner-
gistic efforts of IRCS’s pillars, all
working together to maximize
service delivery to the people. The
Red Crescent Houses, in collabo-
ration with other IRCS organiza-
tions, actively engage in poverty
alleviation and community em-
powerment. By identifying vul-

nerable individuals and families,
they provide much-needed health,
medical, and livelihood support,
thereby preventing further harm
and promoting resilience.

The successful models and expe-
riences of IRCS are set to be rep-
licated in other BRICS countries,
showcasing Iran’s humanitari-
an leadership and the power of
community-driven initiatives, he
added.

Preparation

Mashhad

for Muharram

Gonabad

Iranians prepare for the lunar month of Muharram, with cities and towns across

the country being adorned with black flags and holding mourning ceremonies to
commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (PBUH) and his companions. This tragic
event, known as the Battle of Karbala, holds great significance for Shia Muslims. In
anticipation of the 10-day mourning period, servants of the holy shrines of Imam Reza
(PBUH) in Mashhad and Hazrat-e Masoumeh in Qom replaced their dome flags with black

ones, symbolizing grief and reverence.




