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Tehran-Manama detente
benefits Mideast

E} By Ebrahim Beheshti
\ /4
INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE

Thepresenceofahigh-rankingdelegationfrom
Bahrain at the funeral ceremony of the late
president and foreign minister of Iran was a
clearsignofthecountry’sdesiretogetrelations
back on track with Tehran. Ties between the
two neighbors were cutin 2616, following the
severingofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenSaudi
Arabia and Iran. Now, two years after Tehran

and Riyadh patched things up and normalized
theirrelations, Manamais makingaU-turn to-
ward Tehran’s embrace. Iran Daily discussed
theshiftinManama’s approachwithjafar Qan-
nadbashi,anexpertonMiddle Eastissues.

IRAN DAILY: How do you evaluate
the policy of the late Iranian pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi in building
bridges with its neighboring coun-
tries? Has it delivered positive re-
sults?

QANNADBASHI: The Raisi govern-
ment’s adoption of the “good neigh-
borliness” policy was a fresh devel-
opment in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic. Surprisingly, the
groundworkfortheimplementation
ofthisstrategywasswiftlylaidaswell.
This policy yielded positive results
for Iran in terms of reinvigorating
andbolsteringtiesandcollaboration
withitsneighbors.Moreimportantly,
thisstrategyalsofactoredineconom-
iccooperation. Asaresult,under the
umbrellaofthisgoodneighborliness
policy,Iran’seconomicrelationsand
thequalityofitstradeexchangeswith
neighboring statesimproved.
Previously, Iran had to source some
of its needs from distant countries,
whereasitcouldhaveprocuredthem
fromneighboringnationssuchasPa-
kistan, Turkmenistan, and Turkey:.
The previous government’s foreign
policy approach made it possible to
tapintothecapabilitiesofneighbor-
ingcountriesformutualbenefit.This
strategy was well-received, partic-
ularlyinthe Persian Gulfregion and
theneighboring Arabcountries,and
servedIran’sinterests.

Objectively, one of the most notable
outcomes of Iran’s good neighborli-
nesspolicywasthenormalization of
its relations with Saudi Arabia. Has
the revival of ties between Tehran
and Riyadh facilitated the improve-
ment of Tehran’s relations with oth-
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erArab countriesintheregion?
Indeed. Saudi Arabia carries signif-
icant weight within both the Arab
League and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. So, Riyadh’s policies, partic-
ularlyintherealm of foreignandre-
gionalaffairs,carryinfluenceoverthe
politicsofotherArabcountries.Itwas
onlynaturalthatwiththenormaliza-
tionofrelationsbetween Tehranand
Riyadh,thegroundworkwouldbelaid
for strengthening cooperation be-
tweenotherArabcountriesandlran.
Ineffect,Iran’sregionalstandingand
theauthenticityofitsintentionsinfos-
teringpeaceandstabilityintheMiddle
East were demonstrated to other na-
tions,especiallySaudiArabia,prompt-
ing them to turn towards Tehranand
reconsidersomeoftheirpreviousmis-
guidedstancesandpolicies. Thisshift
inpolicydidnotexclusivelyaffectIran
astheArabLeagueopeneditsarmsfor
Syria’sreturnafter someyears.

Why has Bahrain,asone ofthemem-
ber countries of the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council that followed Saudi
Arabia in severing diplomatic ties
with Tehran, been slowtore-engage
withIranandrestorerelations?

The situation with Bahrain differs
somewhatfromthatofotherArabcoun-
tries. Bahrain ishome to a significant
Shia population, many of whom have
grievances towards the government,
andmanyofwhomhavebeenarrested
andimprisoned.Additionally,theBah-
rainigovernmenthasestablishedpolit-
icalrelationswithlsrael,contrarytothe
wishesofits Muslim populace.
Asaresulttherestorationofrelations
between Bahrain and Iran presents
complexities. In my view, Tehran
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Bahraini Foreign Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani (2nd-R) shakes hand with Iran’s acting Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani in Tehran on May
23, 2024, during the funeral ceremony of Iran’s late President Ebrahim Raisi.

FOREIGN MINISTRY OF BAHRAIN

shouldbringupsomeofthemisguid-
ed policies and positions of Bahrain
initsdialogueswithBahrainiauthor-
itiesand,amongotherthings,callfor
thefairtreatmentofShiasinBahrain.

The attendance of a delegation
from Bahrain at the funeral cere-
mony of Iran’s late president and
late foreign minister was a clear
indication of Bahrain’s desire to
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A Bahraini woman holds a placard that says in Arabic, “No Sunni, No Shia, National Unity,” while others around her wave the country’s flag. A
significant portion of Bahrain’s Muslim population consists of Shia Muslims.
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reinstate diplomatic ties with Teh-
ran. What, in your opinion, are the
reasons behind this extension ofan
olive branch and Bahrain’s re-en-
gagementwith Iran?

Even before the burial ceremony of
president Raisi, the Bahrainis had
conveyed their wish to restore po-
liticalrelationswithIran.Again,one
ofthereasons for thisinvolves Saudi
Arabia. When the older brother nor-
malizes relations with Tehran, the
youngerbrotherislikelytofollowsuit.
Another factor is linked to the pub-
lic sentiment in Bahrain and other
Arab countries concerning the issue
of PalestineandIsrael. The peoplein
these Arab countries stand withand
supportthePalestiniancauseandop-
poselsraelnaturallypressuringtheir
governmentstodomoreforPalestine.
Ontheotherhand,Iranleadstheway
among Islamic countries in backing
Palestine. So, Arab governments,
especiallythose fewthathave estab-
lished relations with Israel, develop
tieswithIrantojustifytheirpositions
totheircitizensandstrikeabalance.
AfurtherreasoncouldbethatBahrain
and other Arab countries are con-
cernedaboutthediminishing Amer-
icansupportforthemandthereduc-
tion of its presence in the region. As
such,theyseethebenefitoffostering
goodrelations with Iranasa promi-
nentregional power.

Does the improvement of Bahrain’s
political relations with Iran carry
economic benefits for both sides,

or do security and political consid-
erationstake precedenceinthesig-
nificance oftheserelations?
Atanyrate,politicalrelationstypically
encourage the development of eco-
nomiccooperation.Inthiscase, how-
ever,Iranand Bahrain don’t present
significant economic opportunities
foreachother.Bahraincaneasilymeet
itsneedsfromothersources.Itisn’ta
sizeableconsumermarketforlranian
goods, either.
Bahrain’ssignificanceliesinitsmem-
bershipintheGulfCooperationCoun-
cil.Itisthe onlymember thathasyet
tonormalize relations with Tehran,
and this détente is the missing piece
inTehran’srelationswiththecouncil.
In essence, restoring Bahrain’s ties
with Iran strengthens cooperation
betweenthecouncilandIranandcan
pave the way for new collective en-
deavorsthatwill benefittheregion.
Overall,it’sfairtosaythattheprevious
government’s good neighborliness
policy, coupled with Iran’s regain-
ing of its influential position in the
region and the late foreign minister
Amir-Abdollahian’sproactiveforeign
policyefforts,laidthegroundworkfor
therevivalandenhancementofrela-
tionsbetweenlrananditsneighbors.
ThefactthatBahrainistaking steps
towardslIran,albeitwithsomedelay,
shouldbeviewedasa positivesignin
thisregard.Itishopedthatexpanding
regionalcooperationwilladvancethe
interests of the people in the region
within an atmosphere of peace and
stability



