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Putin to 
Pezeshkian: 
Russia 
ready to sign 
comprehensive 
deal with Iran

Iran-Bahrain talks on horizon signal 
more sunset on US hegemony
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In a surprising turn of 
events, the second round 
of France’s parliamentary 
elections saw a stunning 
victory for the left-wing co-
alition and a defeat for the 
far rights led by the National 
Rally. Emmanuel Macron’s 
historic gamble to dissolve 
parliament paid off, but with 
a twist. The far right’s failure 
to form a government was a 
win for Macron, but the rise 
of the left could also be seen 
as a setback for his camp, 
although they don’t pose a 
significant threat compared 
to the far right.
France has always been a 
key player in the European 
Union, balancing the polit-
ical landscape of the conti-
nent. Post-Brexit, its role has 
extended to security matters 
as well, solidifying Paris’ po-
sition within the EU. 
The French parliamentary 
elections, coming hot on the 
heels of the EU parliamenta-
ry elections across member 
states, carry significance 
in shaping the political ar-
rangements of Europe, espe-
cially given the recent suc-
cesses of right-wing parties 
in both contexts. 
These right-wing factions 
have already formed gov-
ernments in several coun-
tries, notably Italy. The 
implications of a strong 
right-wing presence rever-
berate throughout Europe 
and beyond. 
Europeans were concerned 
about the far-right parties’ 
anti-immigration policies 
and their close ties to Russia. 
Therefore, if the far rights 
were to secure a decisive 
victory in France and form a 
government, their success in 
France would be heralded as 
a triumph across Europe.
However, with the defeat of 
the far-right National Rally 
in France, a 
power bal-
ance has emerged within 
the EU, curbing the rise of 
the right to some extent. 

French elections 
and the power 
balance in Europe

Supporters light red flares 
during the election night of 
left-wing party La France 
Insoumise (LFI) following the 
first results of the second 
round of France’s legislative 
election in Paris on July 7, 
2024. 
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New era for Reds as Spanish 
coach Garrido enters 
unknown territory

Ancient Iranian traditions  
at the dawn of summer
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Mokhber sends bill for 
strategic economic pact 
with Syria to Parliament
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Iranian film ‘Cold Sigh’ 
wins at Italian festival 
Iranian shutterbug Masoud Amini Tirani 
won the Best Cinematography Award at the 
22nd Ischia Global Film Festival in Italy for his 
work on the film ‘Cold Sigh.’  The jury praised 
Tirani’s “powerful debut,” stating that the film’s 

strength lies in its stark 
cinematography, 

brilliantly highlighting 
the protagonist’s 
emotions 
and complex 
relationship with 
his father, ILNA 

wrote.  

Tehran-Manama détente  
benefits Mideast
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France in limbo after 
Macron gamble deepens 
political deadlock
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France was faced with an unsettling 
political vacuum Monday after 
snap elections called by President 
Emmanuel Macron to reshape the 
political landscape failed to clear a 
path to a new government.
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