Iran Daily = Tuesday, July 9, 2024

Iranica

Home

Ancient Iranian traditions
at the dawn of summer

Ancient Iranian people celebrated the
beginning of every season in groups,
including summer. During that period,
an indicator of the start of summer and
the summer solstice was the solar struc-
tures (solar calendars), such as chahar
taqi. The sun could be observed from a
specific angle between the columns of
these structures during sunrise when
the new cycle of the four seasons began.
An example of these chahar taqi struc-
tures can be found in Niasar of Kashan,
Isfahan Province.

According to the Gahanbars calendar
(meaning “proper season” and being the old-
est known calendar in Iran, dividing the year
into four seasons and four semi-seasons), the
commencement of summer marked the
start of the new year and has persisted
inthe Tabari calendar.

At the onset of summer, the sun rises
from its highest position on the north-
easthorizonand setsatitshighestpoint
on the northwest horizon. During that
era, people had a particular reverence
for cosmic phenomena and integrated

them into their daily lives, rituals, and
beliefs, with many ceremonies and cele-
brations taking place at this time. While
the memory of many of these ceremo-
nies has faded over time, the beginning
of summer is still celebrated as Ab Pa-
shoonak (Splashing Water) in Arak, Fara-
han, Mahallat, and many other cities in
central Iran. This celebration is known
as Avval Toestooni (the beginning of sum-
mer), with many participants engaging
in the ceremony by splashing water on
eachother.

There are numerous hypotheses and
theories regarding this celebration.
For instance, it is said that there was
a time when Iran experienced a sev-
en-year drought, leading Firooz, the
son of Yazdgerd, the Iranian king, to
fear famine and death. However, no one
perished from hunger, and following
the first rainfall, people were so over-
joyed that they expressed gratitude to
God by splashing water on each other.
Another hypothesis suggests that after
a victorious battle, an Iranian king re-
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turned home joyfully on the first day of
summer. Uponreachingthe ganatofZolf
Abad (located in Markazi Province), he envi-
sioned a woman splashing water, which
brought him great delight, prompting
him to splash water on the faces of his
companions.

Other forgotten ceremonies at the
startof summerinclude aritual on the
sixth day of Tir (the fourth month of the so-
lar calendar and the first month of summer),
referenced by Abu Reyhan Al-Biruni,
known as the “Ceremony of Lotus,”
which was associated with the bloom-
ing oflotus flowers at the beginning of
summer.

People from Savadkooh and other
mountainous regions in Tabarestan
celebrated by lighting fires in the moun-
tains. The ritual of Goje Aroos (Bride
Tomato) or Gol Aroos (Bride Flower) was
observed in some parts of Khorasan
and western Afghanistan, where the
beginning of summer was celebrated by
offering fruits, flour, and rock candy to
newlywed brides.

Historical Javaheri House in Isfahan,
a workshop for renowned jewelers

( Iranica Desk )

In a corner of Ibn Sina Street in Isfa-
han, amidst one of the narrow alleys
lined with mud walls, overlooking the
bazaar and its turquoise minarets,
stands proudly the historic Javaheri
House. This distinguished house has
servedasbotharesidenceandawork-
placeforrenowned Isfahanjewelers.

The square-shaped structure and
distinctive courtyard architecture are

reminiscent of the Qajar era. The cap-
tivating design features halls, alcoves,
porches, and intricately decorated
courtyards adorned with plaster dec-
orations and paintings, enhancing the
allure ofthishouse.

Since 2007, the Javaheri House has
been repurposed into a workshop
for artisans from Isfahan, showcas-

ing 15 traditional arts and crafts of

the region, including wood-engrav-
ing, jewelry-making, pottery, enam-
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el-working, filigree, gilding, tradi-
tional design, leather painting, and
locksmithing. Recognized as a key
touristattractioninIsfahan,thehouse
iscurrently undergoingrestoration.

Nurollah Abdollahi, the deputy of the
Isfahan Province’s Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion, said in an interview with ISNA
that once the restoration is complet-
ed, the previous handicraft activities
will resume, with a focus on promot-

& I

ing these crafts through this historic
establishment.

The Javaheri House includes two
inner courtyards with small gar-
dens, residential rooms, and jewelry
workshops. The building’s walls are
adorned with artistic patterns and
hand-painted designs, using floral
motifsinthe ceilingsand doors.

The Javaheri House features a spa-
cious inner courtyard, meticulously
crafted to provide comfort and tran-
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quility for its residents. This central
courtyard is rectangular in shape,
flanked by two additional courtyards.
With over 20 rooms boasting diverse
designs and patterns, the Javaheri
House ensures adaptability and
customization to suit the residents’
needs. Additionally, the house offers
dedicated service spaces for its resi-
dents, such as bathrooms, a kitchen,
and a bakery room located on the up-
perfloors.
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