
7Developments
National & Int'lIran Daily  Thursday, July 18, 2024

Iran’s Acting Foreign Min-
ister Ali Bagheri Kani said 
multilateralism is the only 
way to establish a safe and 
just environment where 
all nations can enjoy sus-
tainable peace and thrive.
Addressing a high-level 
ministerial meeting of the 
UN Security Council on 
“multilateral cooperation 
in the interest of a more 
just, democratic and sus-
tainable world order”, in 
New York on Tuesday, Ba-
gheri Kani added that Teh-
ran welcomes initiatives to 
further promote respect 
for international law. 
“Multilateralism is key 
in this regard,” he under-
lined. 
“As Secretary General has 
underlined, global chal-
lenges could be solved 
only through respect for 
international law, adher-
ence to global commit-
ments and the adoption of 
appropriate frameworks 
of multilateral gover-

nance,” Bagheri Kani said. 
The Iranian official said 
that effective multilateral-
ism is essential for ensur-
ing international peace 
and security, noting that as 
a founding member of the 
United Nations, Iran reaf-
firms its commitment to 
effective multilateralism, 
grounded in international 
law and the principles of 
the United Nations Char-
ter.
Bagheri Kani said that Iran 
has consistently demon-
strated its commitment to 
multilateralism, citing its 
constructive contribution 
to the conclusion of the 
2015 nuclear agreement 
with world’s powers. 
“This successful multilat-
eral initiative addressed 
an unwarranted crisis 
and unfounded concern 
from the West regarding 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
program, aiming to lift 
the illegal and unjust 
sanctions imposed on the 

Iranian nation. However, 
this multilateral process 
encountered a signifi-
cant challenge due to the 
unilateral actions of the 
United States and its al-
lies. The US unilateral 
and unlawful withdrawal 
from the agreement ex-
emplified unilateralism 
in the international arena, 
causing harm to all parties 
involved,” Iran’s acting for-
eign minister said.
Bagheri Kani said Iran’s 
good neighborliness poli-
cy also highlights the im-
portance of multilateral-
ism in resolving common 
concerns and challenges. 
“In this context, Iran pur-
sues regional dialogue 
and cooperation to create 
an environment where re-
sources can be devoted to 
the progress and develop-
ment of the region for the 
benefit of all,” he said. 
The top Iranian diplomat 
emphasized the approach 
and foreign policy of Iran’s 

elected president, which 
focuses on strengthening 
multilateralism in accor-
dance with the purposes 
and principles of the UN 
Charter and international 

law. 
Bagheri Kani said that 
President-elect Masoud 
Pezeshkian has recently 
outlined his primary for-
eign policy strategy, which 

seek to open new horizons 
and foster friendly rela-
tions with other nations 
based on dialogue, cooper-
ation, equality, and mutual 
respect.

Nasrallah warns Israel of ‘extensive damage’ in case of war
The secretary general of Leb-
anon’s Hezbollah resistance 
movement warned the Israe-
li regime about an extensive-
ly destructive response if it 
launched a ground invasion 
of the country.
Sayyed Hassan Nasral-
lah made the remarks on 
Wednesday, addressing a 
rally held in the Lebanese 
capital Beirut on the occa-
sion of Ashura, which com-
memorates the martyrdom 
anniversary of Imam Hus-
sein (PBUH), the third Shia 
Imam, Press TV reported.
“If your tanks come to Leba-

non and south Lebanon, you 
will not have a shortage of 
tanks, as you will no longer 
have any tanks left,” he said.
Hezbollah and the Israeli re-
gime have been exchanging 
deadly fire since early Octo-
ber last year.
The firefight began after the 
regime launched a geno-
cidal war against the Gaza 
Strip that came following 
Operation al-Aqsa Storm, 
a surprise foray by the Ga-
za-based resistance groups.
Hezbollah has vowed to keep 
up its retaliatory attacks as 
long as the Israeli regime 

continued its war on Gaza, 
which has so far killed over 
38,700 Palestinians, mostly 
women and children.
Nasrallah noted how Hezbol-
lah’s operations had exacted 
a heavy toll on the regime.
“The toll includes 9,254 in-
dividuals, among them offi-
cers and soldiers, with 3,000 
amputees, 650 paralyzed, 
185 completely blind, and 
several thousand others suf-
fering severe psychological 
trauma,” he said.
“Our front in Lebanon will 
remain active as long as the 
aggression against Gaza, its 

people, and its resistance 
continues in all its forms,” 
Nasrallah asserted.
In the same context, he cau-
tioned that potential contin-
uation of the regime’s ag-
gression against Gaza would 
prompt the Lebanese resis-
tance to start targeting “new 
Israeli settlements that were 
previously untouched.”
Hezbollah’s leader noted 
how resistance groups hail-
ing from Yemen and Iraq had 
joined to launch similar re-
taliatory operations against 
the regime.
He commented on the Yeme-

ni operations that have been 
targeting Israeli ships and 
the vessels heading towards 
the ports of the occupied Pal-
estinian territories in sup-
port of war-hit Palestinians 
in Gaza.
“Yemen has successfully im-
posed a blockade on the port 
of Eilat (in the southern part 
of the occupied territories), 
leading to its declaration 
of bankruptcy and caus-
ing shipping prices to soar 
highly. This has had serious 
repercussions for the entity,” 
Nasrallah said.
“For the first time…, the Is-

raeli entity is experiencing 
its worst days. For the first 
time, Israel appears unable 
to achieve its goals and is 
attempting to cover up its 
failures by committing mas-
sacres and killing civilians,” 
he remarked.

'A hell with no return'
Iran’s interim foreign min-
ister also warned that Leba-
non will “definitely be a hell 
with no return for the Zi-
onists,” if the Israeli regime 
dares expand its brutal war 
on the Gaza Strip to the Arab 
country and other fronts in 

the region.
Ali Bagheri Kani made the 
statement while speaking 
to reporters after a meet-
ing with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov at 
the United Nations head-
quarters in New York on 
Tuesday.
“The Zionists cannot make 
up for their losses in Gaza by 
expanding their war mon-
gering in other areas in the 
region, rather they will be 
plunging themselves deep-
er into the swamp of much 
more serious risks,” the top 
Iranian diplomat said.

Iran rejects 
claims about 
killing Trump, 
says pursues 
Soleimani 
case legally

 International Desk

Iran on Wednesday rejected 
“malicious” accusations by 
US media implicating it in a 
plot to kill former US presi-
dent Donald Trump.
CNN reported Tuesday that 
US authorities received in-
telligence from a “human 
source” weeks ago on an 
alleged Iranian plot against 
the former president , 
prompting his protection to 
be boosted. Other US outlets 
also reported the alleged 
plot. 
CNN said the alleged plot 
was not linked to Saturday’s 
shooting at a Trump cam-
paign rally in Pennsylvania, 
in which the former pres-
ident was wounded and a 
supporter killed.
The US National Security 
Council said it had been 
“tracking Iranian threats 
against former Trump ad-
ministration officials for 
years” after Tehran had 
threatened revenge for the 
2020 assassination of com-
mander of the Quds Force 
of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps Qassem Solei-
mani in a US drone strike in 
neighboring Iraq.
Iran’s mission to the United 
Nations called the accusa-
tions “unsubstantiated and 
malicious”.
The mission, nevertheless, 
asserted that “from the Is-
lamic Republic’s standpoint, 
Trump is a criminal, who 
should be tried and pun-
ished in court for [issuing] 
General Soleimani’s assassi-
nation order.”
“Iran has chosen the legal 
pathway to hold him ac-
countable,” it stated. Foreign 
ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani said Iran “strong-
ly rejects any involvement 
in the recent armed attack 
against Trump”.
The Islamic Republic consid-
ers such claims to be a prod-
uct of malicious political 
goals and intents, he added.
He added however that 
Iran remains “determined 
to prosecute Trump over 
his direct role in the assas-
sination of General Qassem 
Soleimani”. 
Trump ordered his assassi-
nation in a drone strike just 
outside Baghdad airport in 
January 2020.

Multilateralism sole way to establish 
safe, just world: Iran at UNSC 

Saudi crown prince felicitates 
Pezeshkian on election win

 International Desk

Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man held a phone call with 
Iran’s President-elect Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, congrat-
ulating him on his recent 
election victory, the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) report-
ed on Wednesday.
The crown prince and 
Pezeshkian “praised the 
development of relations 
between the two countries 
at various levels, stressing 
the importance of continu-
ing to enhance cooperation 
in various fields,” SPA said.
The Iranian president ex-

pressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
S a l m a n  fo r  h i s  k i n d 
wishes.
The Saudi king had also 
sent a congratulatory 
message to Pezeshkian 
following his election in 
early July.
King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
had expressed hope for the 
“continued development 
of relations which link our 
two countries and our two 
brotherly peoples,” SPA 
said at the time.
Earlier this month, Pezesh-
kian won a presidential 
election held after the 

sudden death of presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi in a 
tragic helicopter crash in 
May.
Riyadh and Tehran agreed 
in a China-brokered deal in 
March last year to restore 
diplomatic ties and reopen 
their respective embassies 
after seven years of no for-
mal ties.
Saudi Arabia severed ties 
with Iran in 2016 follow-
ing an attack by demon-
strators on its embassy in 
Tehran and consulate in 
Mashhad, who were pro-
testing the execution of a 
prominent Shia cleric by 
Riyadh.
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Deadly strikes pound Gaza as 
Netanyahu scuppers truce plan

 International Desk

Israel kept up its air strikes 
on Gaza Strip on Wednes-
day, killing at least 81 Pal-
estinians in just 24-hour. 
Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu vowed to 
ramp up the pressure on 
Hamas as hopes fade for a 
US-announced cease-fire 
plan. Hamas political lead-
er Ismail Haniyeh accused 
Israel of deliberately un-
dermining negotiations for 
a truce and captive release 
deal because it did not want 
to end the war.
The Israeli military said it 
had carried out 25 strikes 
in 24 hours on Gaza. 
Netanyahu insisted Tues-

day that despite mounting 
pressure, there would be 
no let-up in Israel’s attacks.
“This is exactly the time to 
increase the pressure even 
more, to bring home all the 
hostages -– the living and 
the dead –- and to achieve 
all the war objectives,” he 
said. The health ministry 
in Gaza said on Wednes-
day that 81 people, most of 
them women and children, 
had been killed in Israeli 
strikes in 24 hours.
At least 90 percent of 
Gazans have been forced 
from their homes, many of 
them seeking refuge in UN-
run schools. Seven of them 
have been hit by Israeli 
strikes since July 6.

Nearly 70 percent of UN-
run schools across Gaza 
have been hit during more 
than nine months of fight-
ing, the UN agency for Pal-
estinian refugees (UNRWA) 
said on Tuesday.
“Why do they target us 
when we are innocent peo-
ple?” asked Umm Moham-
med al-Hasanat, sheltering 
with her family at a UN-run 
school in Nuseirat, which 
was among those hit.
“We do not carry weapons 
but are just sitting and try-
ing to find safety for our-
selves and our children.”
Washington has been 
pushing for a truce deal 
between Israel and Hamas 
since President Joe Biden 
released details of what he 
said was an Israeli cease-
fire roadmap on May 31.
But despite the efforts of 
Egyptian and Qatari medi-
ators, indirect negotiations 
between the foes have 
made no headway.
In a telephone call with 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan late Tuesday, 
the Hamas leader blamed 
Israel for the deadlock.
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