
Multilateralism sole way to establish 
safe, just world: Iran at UNSC 
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Iran-Russia gas supply deal 
‘masterpiece’ in energy diplomacy: Owji
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As the clock ticks down to 
the Paris Olympics, France 
finds itself in the throes of 
political uncertainty. With 
just eight days until the 
grand sporting event kicks 
off, the country is grappling 
with the aftermath of Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron’s 
high-stakes gamble that has 
left the nation in a state of 
political limbo.
Last month, Macron took a 
calculated risk by dissolving 
the National Assembly in re-
sponse to the far-right’s vic-
tory in the European Union 
parliamentary elections. 
While this bold move, 
deemed by many a political 
gamble, managed to pre-
vent Marine Le Pen’s Na-
tional Rally coalition from 
seizing power in the snap 
parliamentary elections, it 
simultaneously propelled 
the left-wing New Ecologic 
and Social People’s Union 
(NUPES) to the forefront, 
securing 182 seats and 
emerging as the election’s 
big winner. 
The centrists, who support 
Macron, came in second 
with 168 seats, while the 
far-right National Rally, 
which had performed well 
in the first round, ended 
up in third place with 143 
seats.
However, with no coalition 
obtaining the necessary 
288 seats to claim a parlia-
mentary majority, France 
has been left in a precarious 
position. 
In a letter addressed to the 
French people, Macron called 
on all political forces that 
recognize themselves in the 
institutions of the Republic 
to form a clear majority in 
the National 
A s s e m b l y 
before the appointment of a 
new prime minister. 
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Iran pips Uzbekistan 
to Greco-Roman 
crown
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Sistan Anthropology 
Museum transporting 
visitors to  
bygone eras 3

Inside 
Project 
2025
Blueprint to undermine 
safeguards against abuses 
of executive power

Deadly Strikes 
Pound Gaza 
as Netanyahu 
Scuppers 
Truce Plan

‘The Old Bachelor’ 
wins Best Film at 
Irish festival 
‘The Old Bachelor,’ an Iranian feature 
film directed by Oktay Baraheni, won the 
Best Film Award at the World Cinema 
Competition Section of the 36th Galway Film 
Fleadh in Ireland.
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A boy sits amidst the rubble of destroyed buildings near 
the collapsed minaret of a mosque following Israeli 
bombardment in Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip on 
July 17, 2024.

 Eyad BABA/AFP

P E R S P E C T I V E


