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At forefront of Saudi envoy’s praises of post-Raisi Iran

‘Strong institutions’, cultural vibrancy

< Arts & Culture Desk )

In a meeting with the Secretary
General of Iran’s Public Libraries
Foundation, the Saudi Ambassa-
dor to Iran, Abdullah bin Saud
Al-Anazi, expressed his condo-
lences on the passing of former
Iranian president Raisi.

He commended Iran’s smooth
transition, stating that the coun-
try’s institutions have ensured
continuity despite the loss, iran-
plir wrote.

“The tragedy that befell the
Iranian nation was indeed im-
mense,” Al-Anazi said. “However,
it is evident that Iran is a coun-
try of strong institutions. The
seamless continuation of gover-
nance since Mr. Raisi’s passing
speaks volumes.”

Al-Anazi praised Iran’s library
network, highlighting the exis-
tence of 3,800 public libraries as
evidence to the country’s cultur-
al vibrancy.

He expressed his belief in cultur-
al diplomacy and its potential to
bring nations closer together.
“What unites us is far greater
than what divides us,” he added.
The Saudi diplomat also empha-
sized the importance of women’s
role in nurturing future genera-
tions and their central position
in educating children.

He noted the Saudi leadership’s
commitment to promoting li-
braries and reading culture, with
hundreds of libraries across the
country primarily dedicated to
study and reading.

Mehdi Ramazani, the Secre-
tary-General of the Public Li-
braries Foundation, reciprocat-
ed the sentiment for expanding
cultural exchanges between the
two countries. He highlighted
the foundation'’s efforts to foster

international connections, par-
ticularly with influential nations
and neighbors.

Iran boasts one of world’s
most equipped libraries
Ramazani also shed light on
Iran’s public library network,
stating that it is one of the most
extensive cultural networks in
the country.

He explained that beyond tra-
ditional libraries in mosques,
schools, and universities, Iran
boasts nearly 3,800 public li-
braries that serve as hubs for
cultural and social activities,
offering around 60 different

services.

Approximately 800 of these li-
braries are located in rural ar-
eas, bringing literary access to
all corners of the country.

“I can confidently say that the
network of public libraries in the
Islamic Republic of Iran is one of
the most well-equipped in the
world,” Ramazani asserted.

He also discussed the founda-
tion’s international conference
on “Public Libraries and Small
Businesses,” emphasizing the
potential for libraries to con-
tribute to job creation. The event
attracted library association
leaders from five countries and
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Saudi Ambassador to Iran Abdullah bin
Saud al-Anazi (2nd-L) and Secretary General
of Iran’s Public Libraries Foundation Mehdi
Ramezani (znd-R) pose for a photo following
a meeting
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experts from 20 others, fostering
productive exchanges and show-
casing Iran’s library capabilities.
Ramazani highlighted the foun-
dation’s focus on children and
adolescents, with all public li-
braries in Iran now featuring
dedicated children’s sections.
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He attributed the success of this
initiative to the foundation’s
“White Hoopoe program”, which
has resulted in children and ado-
lescents comprising around 60%
of library members nationwide.
In addition, Ramazani noted
the significant female presence
among library members, staff,
and managers, reflecting the
foundation’s inclusive approach.
He also mentioned Iran’s mem-
bership in the International Fed-
eration of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA) and its ac-
quisition of a seat on the feder-
ation’s specialized committees.

Ramezani, referring to the mod-

els of public library manage-
ment, stated, there are three
models for managing public
libraries worldwide. In Euro-
pean countries, public libraries
are entirely community-based
and are run by municipalities;
in some countries like China,
the public library is directly
under the government; and in
countries like the US, managing
public libraries is a combination
of community involvement and
government support.

The method of managing pub-
lic libraries in Iran is closer to
the third method. The country’s
Public Libraries Foundation is a
non-governmental public orga-
nization run by a board of trust-
ees, and the real members of the
board of trustees are appointed
by the president. The secre-
tary-general of the institution is
also a member of the board of
trustees. There are also provin-
cial and county public library
associations in the provinces and
counties of the country, which are
actually a combination of com-
munity presence and government
support. In terms of financial re-
sources, part of the budget of pub-
lic libraries is provided through
government assistance and part
through receiving half a percent
of municipalities’ revenues.

The meeting underscored the
potential for cultural diplomacy
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, with both sides expressing
a desire to strengthen ties and
explore opportunities for col-
laboration, particularly in the
realm of libraries and cultural
exchanges.

This engagement comes as a
positive step toward enhancing
relations between the two influ-
ential Middle Eastern nations.

Iran, North Caucasus broaden tourism ties

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Direct flights between Iran
and the North Caucasus have
sparked a new era in bilateral
relations, with a tourism del-
egation from the region set to
visit Iran next week.

This reciprocal visit follows an
Iranian tourism delegation’s
trip to the North Caucasus last
year in October, ISNA wrote.
The upcoming visit, facilitat-
ed by an invitation from Iran’s
private tourism sector, will see
the delegation spend eight days
exploring Tehran, Kashan, Isfa-
han, Shiraz, and Qeshm Island,
starting July 22.

Asma Shojaei Baghini, a mem-
ber of Iran’s Travel Agents As-

sociation and the manager of

the travel agency facilitating
the delegation’s visit,|empha-

sized the potential for tourism
exchange between Iran and the
North Caucasus.

She highlighted the interest ex-
pressed by the people of Dages-
tan, who trace their roots to
Iran, and the broader potential
for the region as a new market
for Iranian tourism.

The establishment of direct
flights between Tehran and
Grozny, the capital of the Chech-
en Republic, just a month ago,
has been a pivotal development

in facilitating travel between
the two regions.

Shojaei underscored the impor-
tance of this direct connection
in fostering stronger tourism
ties and enabling the realization
of mutual tourism potential.
The delegation, comprising rep-
resentatives from eight travel
agencies across the North Cau-
casus, along with officials from
the “Caucasus RF” institute and
government tourism repre-
sentatives, will gain firsthand

experience of [ran’s tourism of-
ferings during their visit.
Shojaei also emphasized the
broader benefits of familiar-
ization tours, highlighting how
they positively impact various
sectors beyond just the tour
organizers.

She expressed a desire for
greater collaboration and sup-
port from both the private and
public sectors in organizing
such tours, acknowledging the
long-term benefits for Iranian
tourism.

With Western sanctions and
the Ukraine conflict impacting
Russia’s international travel
landscape, the North Caucasus
presents an opportunity for
Iran to diversify its tourism
markets and build on the grow-
ing interest from Russian and
Chinese tourists.

Iran’s ‘And Next Year,
When Spring’ to compete
at Italy’s Giffoni festival

The Iranian short film ‘And Next
Year, When Spring’ has been se-
lected to screen at the 54th Gif-
foni Film Festival in Italy.
Directed by Mehdi Boroumand
and Saeid Asadj, the film will be
presented in the Parental Expe-
rience section (Short Shorts) of the
festival, which focuses on show-
casing films for children and
youth, ISNA wrote.

Written by Sahar Sotoudeh and
produced by Ashkan Ashkani
and Bahar Moridi, the film stars
Shaghayegh Mokhtari, Yazdan
Poursoleimani, Zeinab Mokhtar-
zadeh, Hamid Hadi, Hassan Ad-
hami, Samaneh Yousefi, and Far-
id Adhami.

‘And Next Year, When Spring’ will
compete for the Gryphon Award
of the Italian festival, which runs
from July 19 to 28 in Salerno.
The Giffoni Film Festival is one
of the largest and most signifi-

cant festivals dedicated to chil-
dren’s and youth cinema in the
world.

The film adds to the growing list
of Iranian cinema gaining inter-
national recognition and show-
cases the diverse talents of Iran’s
film industry.
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