
Palestinians urge world to end 
Israel’s occupation after ICJ ruling

Iran, Russia, 

Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan 

sign roadmap 

on developing 

INSTC eastern 

route 
Vol. 7608  Sunday, July 21, 2024  Tir 31, 1403  Muharram 15, 1446  100,000 rials  8 pages

irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir IranDailyWeb

7

2

At 6:12 p.m. ET last Saturday, 
halfway through a campaign 
rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, 
eight rounds of shots were 
heard, one of which partially 
pierced Republican candidate 
Donald Trump’s right ear 
shortly before he was shield-
ed by the Secret Service and 
whisked offstage with a streak 
of blood on his face.
“I heard a loud whizzing 
sound and felt something hit 
me really, really hard on my 
right ear,” Trump said, while 
recounting the incident. “I 
said to myself, Wow, what was 
that? It can only be a bullet. I 
moved my hand to my right 
ear, brought it down, and my 
hand was covered with blood.”
Speaking with a voice brim-
ming with emotions, Trump 
tried to win the hearts of po-
tential voters who were not mindful of the benefits of a 
staged assassination attempt 
that could bestow upon the 
78-year-old nationwide accla-
mation at an exponential rate.
“I’m not supposed to be here 
tonight,” Trump said. “I stand 
before you in this arena only 
by the grace of Almighty God.”
After the suspected assassina-
tion, Trump became the hero 
of some American citizens at 
a time that Joe Biden, the in-
cumbent president, was being 
ridiculed for his old age and 
mental disability. 
Few people asked why the 
assassination took place two 
days before the Republican 
National Convention in Wis-
consin and few politicians 
across the US dared to analyze 
why the shooting happened 
in Pennsylvania as the two 
states are regarded in Amer-
ican politics as swing states 
(battleground states, toss-up 

states, or purple state), where 
Republican and Democratic 
candidates have similar levels 
of support and 
play a key role 
in the outcome of presidential 
elections.

A shot that 
did the trick
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President-elect Unveils 

Vision for Economic Growth

Archaeologists 
uncover Neolithic 
site in Kermanshah 
Archaeologists identified a Neolithic site 
in the Genil Hill area of Harsin County, 

Kermanshah. The site, dating back to the 

Neolithic period, is believed to be one of 

the first villages established in the central 
Zagros region, ISNA wrote. 854 – 

Iranian President-elect Masoud Pezeshkian (C) attends a meeting with Iranian 

businesspeople at Iran’s Chamber of Commerce in Tehran on July 20, 2024.

 IRNA
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Domestic
Economy

 Economic Desk

Iranian President-elect Masoud 
Pezeshkian announced plans to 
form a committee to develop a 
detailed economic plan with the 
goal of creating a comprehen-
sive economic roadmap. 
During a meeting with private 
sector economic business peo-
ple at Iran Chamber of Com-
merce on Saturday, Pezesh-
kian stressed the importance 
of involving representatives 

from various sectors such as 
the private sector, universities, 
industry, relevant government 
bodies, and the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in this committee 
to establish an expert economic 
roadmap, otaghiranonline.ir re-
ported.
To facilitate the progress of pro-
duction and economic growth, 
he said that this roadmap will 
outline the roles and responsi-
bilities of each sector, including 
the government, universities, 

the chamber of commerce, and 
the private sector. 
Pezeshkian also stated that reg-
ular meetings will be held every 
three months to evaluate the 
progress of each organization in fulfilling its duties and the status 
of their efforts. 
Additionally, the president-elect 
highlighted that the 14th gov-
ernment will work closely with 
the private sector to create a 
conducive environment for 
economic growth.

Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan sign roadmap on 

developing INSTC eastern route 

First Chinese freight train 

to depart Iran for China

Surge in Iran electricity demand 

amid record high temperature: Minister

President-elect 
unveils vision for 
economic growth

 Economic Desk

Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
and Turkmenistan have 
signed a roadmap on syn-
chronically developing the 
potential of the eastern 
route of the International 
North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC).
The four neighboring 
countries signed the road-
map on synchronically 
developing the potential 
of the eastern route of the 
INSTC for 2024-2025, the 
press service of the Ka-
zakh Transport Ministry 
reported.
The document was signed at the first transport trade 
and export forum North-
South in Kazakhstan’s Ak-
tau on Friday.
Implementation of this 
document by 2027 will 
increase the corridor’s 
capacity to 15m tons per 
year, and by 2030, to 20 
million tons, according to 
the ministry.
The plan is to connect the 
North-South corridor with 

the Trans-Afghan corridor 
through the construction 
of new railways.
The forum served as a 
platform for dialogue be-
tween 500 participants 
from 12 countries.
The forum marked a mile-
stone in the development 
of the transport corridor, 
which is pivotal for con-
necting global markets.
During the forum’s open-
ing ceremony, Kazakh-
stan’s  Deputy Prime 
Minister Serik Zhumanga-
rin emphasized the impor-
tance of his country’s role 
in the transport corridor, 
which serves as a critical 
link between Asia and Eu-
rope.
This project will require 
an investment of $1.9b, 
part of which will be 
sourced through prefer-
ential terms from the Eur-
asian Development Bank. 
Key infrastructure projects 
include modernizing sec-
tions of the Orsk-Kandy-
agash-Makat-Beineu-Bo-
lashak and Iletsk-1-Aktobe 

railways.
Addressing the forum, Ka-
zakh Minister of Transport 
Marat Karabayev said that 
his country plans to con-
tinue its active participa-
tion in the development 
of the eastern route of the 
INSTC.
He asserted that this corri-
dor is the safest and short-
est transportation route to 
the Indian Ocean.
“Therefore, it is neces-
sary to start the road map 
signed today in the context 
of the simultaneous devel-
opment of the potential of 
the eastern route of this 
corridor from the territo-
ry of Kazakhstan, Russia, 
Turkmenistan and Iran,” 
he added.
The North-South corridor, 
which was the product of 
the will and determination 
of Russia, Iran and India in 
the year 2000 to create a 
cargo transportation corri-
dor, witnessed the joining 
of a number of other coun-
tries to this transit route 
during the following years.
What motivated these 
countries to join this 
transit route was that the 
common routes for send-
ing goods from India to St. 
Petersburg, Russia, which 
passes through the Suez 
Canal, is about 14,500 km 
long, but Iran’s corridor 
in this route is only 7,200 
kilometers, and the use of 
this capacity reduces 40% 
of transit time and 30% of 
transportation costs.

 Economic DeskToday, the first Chinese 
transit train will leave Iran 
for China, according to 
the spokesperson for the 
Parliament’s National Se-
curity and Foreign Policy 
Committee.
Ebrahim Rezaei cited Iran’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Economic Diplomacy 
Mehdi Safari as presenting 
a report on the activities 

and missions in the field 
of transit and economy on 
Saturday, Mehr reported.
Rezaei said that a Chinese 
transit train left China on 
July 16 for Iran and on Sunday the first train from 
Iran to China will depart 
with the presence of Head 
of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Railways Seyyed 
Miad Salehi, along with 
the ambassadors from 
China, Kazakhstan, and 

Turkmenistan.
“In continuation of the ef-
forts of the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to 
strengthen the transit po-
sition of the country in the 
transfer of Chinese goods 
to West Asia and Europe, 
the departure of the Xi’an 
train towards Tehran be-
gan during a ceremony,” 
Iran’s Ambassador to Chi-
na Mohsen Bakhtiar said 
last Sunday.

 Economic Desk

As a new wave of heat ap-
proaches, Iran’s Minister of 
Energy Ali Akbar Mehrabian 
warned of a sharp increase 
in electricity consumption 
across the country.
Mehrabian said that in the 
upcoming two weeks, the 
country will experience un-
precedented temperature 
increases, which will lead to a significant rise in electricity 
demand due to the simulta-
neous temperature changes 
across various regions.
Mehrabian warned that in 
order to prevent the infringe-
ment of other consumers’ 
rights, electricity supply will 
necessarily be restricted for a 
number of high-consumption residential users as a first 
step and will be cut off if nec-
essary, ILNA reported.

The minister also said that 
electricity will be cut off for those offices that do not take 
action to reduce their con-
sumption.
He added that all sectors 
of the country’s electricity 
industry, including power 
plants, transmission, and dis-
tribution, are on full alert and 
are making every effort to 
maximize electricity produc-
tion and distribution across 
various consumption sectors.
Meanwhile, the spokesperson 
for Iran’s electricity sector 
said that due to the increasing 
heat intensity, electricity con-
sumption demand is expected 
to rise by 7.5%.
Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said 
that a “very hot” two weeks 
lie ahead for Iranian citizens, 
stating to ILNA, “We predict 
that electricity consumption 
demand will change the re-

cords that have been set this 
year starting on March 20.”
Rajabi stated that this level of 
consumption has increased by “five thousand and 500 
megawatts” compared to last 
year, adding that this amount 
is “equivalent to the electric-
ity consumption of the prov-
inces of Khorasan and Sistan 
and Baluchestan.”
Tehran Electric Distribution 
Company announced on Fri-
day that it is requesting res-
idents of the Iranian capital 
to reduce their electricity 
consumption by at least 10%, 
especially between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., in order 
to prevent disruptions in the 
electricity network.
The company also warned 
that it would take action 
against “subscribers” and “offices” that do not adhere to 
the need for reduced electric-

ity consumption. At the same time, an official from the Min-
istry of Energy remarked that 
“electricity consumption in 
Iran alone exceeds the total 
consumption of 27 countries 
in the European Union.”
Mojtaba Gilvanejad, high-
lighting the expected rise in 
temperature over the coming 
days, explained, “Since most 
of our country’s electricity is 
generated from natural gas, 
the increase in temperature 
not only leads to decreased production efficiency but also 
results in higher energy con-
sumption.” He also said, “For 
each degree temperature 
increase, the electricity load 
on the network rises by ap-
proximately 1,800 megawatts 
while the electricity produc-
tion capacity and network fa-
cilities decrease by more than 
400 megawatts.”

Iranian President-elect 
Masoud Pezeshkian (L) and 
his top economic advisor, Ali 
Tayyebnia, attend a meeting 
with businesspeople at Iran's 
Chamber of Commerce, 
in Tehran on July 20, 2024.

 MAJID KHAHI/ISNA
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If you want to enjoy a pleasant 
trip with your family to a cool re-
gion during the sunny summer 
months, don’t worry—Iran has 
four seasons, and one of the cool-
est cities in summer is Bojnord, 
the capital city of  North Kho-
rasan  Province. 
It is known for its chilly climate, 
especially during summer, due 
to its geographical position 
in the foothills of the Aladagh 
mountain range. As the largest 
city in the province, it is sur-
rounded by charming neigh-
boring towns like Ashkhaneh, 
Esfarayen, and Shirvan.

Baba Aman Park
Bojnord is celebrated for its lush greenery and significant annu-
al rainfall, making it one of the 
greenest cities in Iran. One capti-
vating destination in Bojnord is 
Baba Aman Park, known for its 
lush greenery, serene water fea-
tures, and sacred shrine atop a 
hill — ideal for nature lovers and 
travelers alike.
Visitors leisurely wander amidst 
the shade of ancient 400-year-old 
trees. Every second, 400 liters of 

water cascade from the hills into 
Baba Aman Park, enticing trav-
elers from Mashhad, hosting the 
holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH), 
the eight Imam of Shia Muslims, 
and beyond. Various streams and 
man-made waterfalls adorn dif-
ferent corners of the park, further 
enhancing its scenic charm.
Towards the western section of 
Baba Aman Park lies Pardisan, a 
wildlife sanctuary spanning 350 
hectares (Pardis means heaven in 

Persian). Within Pardisan Park, one can find breeding grounds 
for animals like yellow deer, 
goats, sheep, and roe deer. Vis-
itors have the opportunity to 
explore the designated wildlife 
area and observe these animals 
up close. This park, just 15 kilo-
meters from the city, has been 
repurposed as an accommoda-
tion site. It is conveniently locat-
ed on the route from Shirvan to 
Bojnord, serving as the sole pas-
sage connecting the east of the 
country to the north.

Besh Qardash Park
Another tourist attraction that 
offers a delightful experience in 
the refreshing air of Bojnord is 
Besh Qardash Park. Bojnord’s 

parks each hold their own 
unique narratives, and this park 
is no exception. The presence of a 
waterfall and a picturesque wa-
ter feature has truly enhanced 
the park’s natural beauty. While 
exploring Bojnord, visitors can 
discover numerous natural and 
stunning sights that surround 
the city. In the past, before the 
harsh droughts hit, there used to be five springs in the area, all flowing abundantly. 
Underground Qajar 
Barracks
The Underground Qajar Bar-
racks is a notable attraction in 
Bojnord. This underground 
complex, believed to date back 
to the Qajar era, spans approx-
imately 5,000 square meters. 
Situated near Qezelqan village 
in the Garmkhan district of Bo-
jnord, along the ascent to Na-
jafabad, this historic barracks 
comprises intricate labyrinths, 
extensive underground corri-
dors, resting quarters, bakeries, 
bathing facilities for soldiers, 
and spaces designated for the 
maintenance of horses and oth-
er animals. Ongoing research 
and studies continue to shed 

light on this ancient monument.

Hamid Waterfall
Hamid Waterfall is renowned 
as one of the most picturesque 
waterfalls in North Khorasan 
Province, situated seven kilome-
ters east of Bojnord. Nestled at 
the conclusion of a meandering 
rocky valley, this 25-meter-high 
cascade beautifully highlights 
the rugged charm of Bojnord’s 
mountainous terrain. Towering fig trees bearing exceptionally 
sweet fruits adorn the area sur-
rounding the waterfall, while 
the lingering taste of mulberries 
in the vicinity is sure to leave a 
lasting impression. 
The tranquil sound of the cas-
cading water offers a delightful 
and calming experience. Ad-
jacent to the waterfall, a stone 
room provides a welcome 
shelter for tourists, particu-
larly during rainy spells. The 
journey from Hamid village to 
the waterfall unfolds as a sce-
nic and unique half-hour trek. 
Noteworthy among the water-
fall’s charms is the enchant-
ing reflection of its cascading 
sounds in the serene surround-
ings.

Woodcrafts refer to items made 
from wood, and carpentry is 
one of the most significant pro-
fessions in the cities of Iran. 
Carpenters have historically 
played a crucial role in vari-
ous crafts related to architec-
ture. One notable woodcraft is 
nazok-kari.
Nazok-kari, the art of creating 
intricate, both functional and 
decorative objects from wood, is 
a prominent handicraft in Urmia, 
the capital of East Azerbaijan 
Province. To create a nazok-kari product, the wood is first treated 

based on the intended design, al-
lowing for the precise cutting of 
delicate, thin shapes. There are 
typically two methods employed 
in nazok-kari.
The first method involves cut-
ting small, fine pieces from dif-
ferent colored woods, which 
are arranged and glued togeth-
er to appear as a single piece. 
These are then polished and 
painted, similar to wood mar-
quetry. The second method fo-
cuses on a single type of wood, 
usually walnut, to craft objects. 
This technique involves cutting 

and refining wood into bowls, 
plates, jewelry boxes, and 
makeup containers.
Commonly used woods include 
light-colored pieces from peat 
trees, which create a striking con-
trast with the dark knots found 
in walnut wood. This interplay of 
light and dark shades offers cap-
tivating effects once polished and 
burnished.
Nazok-kari products are cate-
gorized based on size into two 
types: large pieces and small 
pieces. Large pieces encompass 
larger items such as tables and 

makeup boxes, while small piec-
es include various objects like 
pencil holders, cigar boxes, cig-
arette holders, spoons, plates, 
jewelry, and more. Other woods 
utilized in nazok-kari include 
maple, buckthorn, plane, pine, 
and alder.
In addition to wood, materials 
such as cold or hot gum and lac-
quer are used, alongside tools like 
manual or electric grinders, saws, 
chisels, clamps, and grinding ma-
chines, all essential for cutting, carving, and polishing the final 
products.

Nazok-Kari, intricate woodcrafting in Urmia
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O P I N I O N

A history of  tensions
Since Burma (Myanmar’s old name) gained 
independence from Britain in 1948, var-
ious ethnic groups have sought territori-
al independence or increased regional 
autonomy, challenging the dominance 
of the Bamar ethnic group in the coun-
try’s governance.
The military’s seizure of power in 1962 intensified persecution against 
these groups, prompting armed re-
sistance. Today, despite being labelled 
“separatists” or “insurgent groups” 
by the military junta, these groups are 
leading a struggle against the junta that is widely seen as a “fight for de-
mocracy”.
The AA was established in April 2009 in 
the border area between Myanmar and 
China. It was overwhelmingly support-
ed by the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA), which trained AA’s first recruits in 
Kachin State.
The AA’s declared objective was “the 
struggle for national liberation and the 
restoration of Arakan sovereignty to the 
people of Arakan (Rakhine)”.
Before 2017, the Rohingya and the AA 
did not have a comfortable relationship 
let alone close ties. While both occasion-
ally faced atrocities and crackdowns by 
Myanmar’s security forces under the 
pretext of counter-insurgency opera-
tions, they hardly collaborated.The Rohingya harboured significant 
mistrust towards the AA, mainly due to 
the Muslim-Buddhist religious divide in 
the Rakhine state. Predominantly Mus-
lim, the Rohingya view the largely Bud-
dhist AA as part of the dominant Bamar 
community. This association has led 
some Rohingya I have interviewed to ac-
cuse the AA of involvement in the 2017 
genocidal campaign by the Myanmar 
army.
The AA, for its part, largely accepted the 
Myanmar government’s narrative that 
the Rohingya are migrants and do not 
belong in the country.

Post-coup rhetoric
In 2021, the Myanmar military seized 
power again in a coup, triggering wide-
spread protests and massive mobili-
sation of armed resistance forces. The 
Three Brotherhood Alliance, which 
was formed in 2019, allied itself with 
the civilian National Unity Government 
(NUG) and became the biggest rebel force challenging the junta. It is fighting side 
by side with the People’s Defence Force 
(PDF), NUG’s armed wing.
In October 2023, the alliance launched 
Operation 1027 and quickly advanced 
against the Myanmar armed forces in 
several states.
Seeking international legitimacy and 
support from local communities, the 
AA has tried to appeal to the Rohingya, affirming that it recognises the hu-
man and citizenship rights of all resi-

dents of Rakhine State. However, even 
before the attacks in May, past state-
ments by some of its leaders cast a shad-
ow of doubt over this rhetoric.
In a 2022 interview with Asia Times, AA 
leader Major General Twan Mrat Naing 
said: “We recognise the human rights 
and citizenship rights of all residents of 
Arakan (Rakhine), but a massive repatri-
ation of refugees in the current situation 
could unleash a new wave of unrest.”
He also raised questions about the Ro-
hingya identity, saying, “A major issue for 
most Arakanese would also be the name 
with which the refugees would want to be identified. ‘Rohingya’ is not a term that most Arakanese accept. They find 
it offensive as they feel that it deprives 
them of their history.”
Such statements reveal that the AA lead-
ership has not renounced the narrative 

that the Rohingya are “illegal Bengali 
migrants”.
The junta has sought to exploit the inter-
communal tensions between the Ro-
hingya and the Buddhist Rakhine. It has 
engaged in forced recruitment among 
the Rohingya and pressured communi-
ties to stage anti-AA demonstrations. Ro-
hingya recruits have been used to attack 
Buddhist communities, fuelling anger. 
According to one report, the attacks in late 
May were revenge by the AA for alleged 
Rohingya involvement in similar attacks 
in April on Buddhist communities.

Securing Rohingya rights
Many believe that if the military dicta-
torship falls and democracy resumes, 
the Rohingya will be allowed to go back 
to their homes, as Myanmar embarks on 
building an inclusive society.

While I recognise that there have been 
some positive changes within the 
pro-democracy political leadership, un-
der the current circumstances, I remain 
sceptical about their ability and willing-
ness to carry out Rohingya repatriation.
The NUG has recognised the Rohingya 
identity and has already appointed a 
noted Rohingya activist, U Aung Kyaw 
Moe, as deputy minister in its Ministry 
of Human Rights. But it seems to me that 
these actions are just showmanship and 
are aimed at securing international sup-
port and recognition for the NUG.
What’s more, armed groups like the AA will inevitably play a significant role in 
managing the situation in Rakhine state. 
Their positive rhetoric towards the Ro-
hingya is even less convincing, given the 
latest reports of attacks on the commu-
nity.
Recognising these realities, Rohingya 
diaspora leaders are urging the Rohing-
ya people, “to unite and form their own 
force capable of joining the federal army 
and the People’s Defense Force (PDF) … 
to initiate meaningful political dialogues 
with the AA, the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG), and other ethnic armed or-
ganizations (EAOs) to ensure recognition 
of Rohingya ethnicity and federal rights”.
If the international community wants to 
solve the Rohingya refugee crisis, then it 
needs to play its part as well.
It should make its support for and rec-
ognition of the NUG conditional on rig-
orous guarantees for the repatriation of 
Rohingya refugees residing in Bangla-
desh and elsewhere. It should also de-
mand that the NUG leadership negotiate 
with the AA and ensure the safety of the 
Rohingya currently living in the Rakhine 
State.
As things stand now, unless there is con-
sistent pressure applied from outside, 
the prospects for Rohingya repatriation 
remain bleak.

The article first appeared on Al Jazeera.

In late May, reports emerged that tens 
of thousands of Rohingya have been 
forced to flee their homes in the town-
ships of Buthidaung and Maungdaw, 
northern Rakhine State, Myanmar.
The United Nations said it had col-
lected witness testimonies about the 
killings of Rohingya civilians and 
the systematic torching of homes. 
It indicated that these crimes 
started after the Myanmar mil-
itary withdrew from these 
townships and the rebel Ara-
kan Army (AA) advanced.
If it is proven that AA was re-
sponsible, this would not bode 
well for the future of the Rohing-
ya community. As a major force 
in the Brotherhood Alliance, a 
coalition of rebel forces fighting 
Myanmar’s junta, the AA has made 
considerable advances in Rakhine 
State. If the rebels prevail, the AA 
would have significant influence 
over the region’s affairs, including 
any decisions regarding the repatria-
tion of Rohingya refugees.
Involvement in atrocities against the 
Rohingya would mean that the AA’s 
rhetoric about upholding this Muslim 
community’s rights does not hold water. 
That is why the international community needs 
to take action if it wishes to see the Rohingya 
refugee crisis resolved.

Rohingya people from Buthidaung township, Myanmar, are assisted by the forces of Arakan Army (AA) as they flee from armed clashes to AA-controlled 
areas on May 8, 2024.

 UNITED LEAGUE OF ARAKAN

A woman cooks next to destroyed houses and burned trees following fighting between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army in a village in Minbya Township in Rakhine State, Myanmar,  
on May 21, 2024.

 AFP

Fate of Rohingya Muslims
may be in Arakan Army’s hands
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Rohingya people watch as a massive fire races through their crammed refugee camp in southern 
Bangladesh on March 5, 2023.
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PERSPECTIVE

Rumata is one of the women who sur-
vived the genocide in Myanmar. Today 
she sews in a World Food Program recy-
cling center, breathing new life into what 
is effectively trash. Nutritious biscuit 
wrappers that helped feed malnour-
ished children are now meticulously 
upcycled and transformed into satchels, 
hats, and other useful keepsakes that 
will be sold. More importantly, the wom-
en and men who work here now have a 
sense of economic agency. Rumata says 
the money she earns here will help her 
only surviving child have a chance at a 
better life.
“My family was burned alive in Myan-
mar,” Rumata tells us, her eyes well with 
tears as she continues to sew; it’s a stark 
contrast. A semblance of normalcy; a 
woman who works juxtaposed with her 
recounting the horror of her past. “My 
village was where the genocide began. 
Before the massacre, there were shoot-
ings between Buddhists and the Myan-
mar army. Suddenly, the army started 
burning our homes. Within one day, 
nearly everyone was killed.”
She explains that the women and chil-
dren in her village were able to save 
themselves by running away and hiding 
in the woods. Many of the women here 
share similar stories of lived atrocities, fleeing brutality that was driven by an 
extremist ideology that pillaged the 
Rohingya people and their homeland 
in Myanmar. They talk to each other re-
counting what they lived seven years 
ago, at the start of the genocide.“At first, we saw the men fighting each 
other. We women were able to get away. Women who saw the fighting grabbed 
their children and ran away. But then the 
rapes began, and after the rapes, many 
women were also killed,” says Rumata.
Those who were able to survive and es-
cape from being burned alive as their 
homes were turned to ash, crossed the 
border and became refugees in Myan-
mar. These are the survivors of a geno-
cide.
“We are lucky,” says Rumata who wit-
nessed a level of violence few will ever 
have to live through.
The majority of the refugees who I spoke 
to when asked how their life is now, sev-
en years from the start would say, “We 
have enough to survive.” Survival almost 
seems to be enough, for now.
Under the scarves of many of the women, 
the literal scars from the atrocities lived 
still mark their bodies.
Mumtaz Begum is another Rohingya 

woman who lives in the camp. She lifts 
her sari and shows us the burns all over 
her body and face. These are the scars of 
the genocide she survived. She has let us 
inside her humble home within the camp, 
“The abuse I survived has not gone away. 
The cuts and burns that are all over my 
body, I still feel them every day,” she says.
She cries as she recounts what she lived. 
“My children and husband were mur-dered and thrown into the fire,” Mumtaz 
tells us. She and her daughter are the only 
survivors in her family who were able to 
escape to Bangladesh.
Outside of her home, children sing songs, 
unaware of what brought them here. 
Some of them were born within the very 
camp, not knowing anything else. Mum-
taz covers her face when she walks out-
side in the Main Street of the camp, for 
her protection and safety.
Recently, a Human Rights Watch report 
claimed that the same forces that are 
supposed to protect the refugees have 
abused numerous of the Rohingya refu-
gees within the camp.
Another woman, Fatima, within the 
World Food Program facility, says that 
here she feels safe, but walking outside 
in the camp, essentially moving from her 
small home to come to work, she fears for 
her safety. “I am worried about kidnap-
pings,” Fatima says as she cleans the forti-fied biscuit wrappers.
Armed groups in the camps have been 
increasingly kidnapping Rohingya refu-
gees for ransom, forced recruitment, or human trafficking. Human Rights Watch 
documented 10 cases of abduction.
Today, nearly one million Rohingya live 
in the largest refugee camp in Bangla-
desh, some for the past seven years. But 
the idea of going back seems impossible 
today and leaves these people in limbo.
In March 2022, in a speech delivered by 
Anthony Blinken, the United States’ po-
sition on the oppression of Rohingya in 
Myanmar was declared a genocide after authorities confirmed accounts of mass 
murder and abuse against civilians by 
Myanmar’s military in a widespread and 
systematic campaign against the ethnic 
minority.
Although the camps offer a glimmer of a 
semblance of normal life, vulnerabilities 
are increasingly being highlighted by di-sasters such as fire, cyclones, and storm 
damage. According to the Global Climate 
Risk Index, Bangladesh is the seventh 
most extreme disaster risk-prone coun-
try in the world.

Bangladesh has experienced sustained 
economic growth in recent years — one 
of the fastest in Asia before the COVID-19 
pandemic. Yet, 40 million people remain 
food insecure, and 11 million suffer from 
acute hunger. The country’s low eleva-
tion and vast watercourses leave it sus-
ceptible to climate shocks. Compound that with the influx of Rohingya refugees 
that have come to the border from Myan-
mar, and food insecurity becomes even 
more pressing. This also adds to the frus-
tration felt by some locals and leaders of the influx that seems to have no end in 
sight.

Aid is often sent for the Rohingya, who 
are refugees from Myanmar being host-
ed in Bangladesh and not the Bengalese 
who are also suffering. According to the 
UNDP, around 20 percent of the popula-
tion in Bangladesh was below the pov-erty line before 2020. A figure that has 
increased and is becoming a phenome-
non that is remaining stagnant. This has 
been measured by the Multidimensional 
Poverty Index (MPI), which captures der-
ivations in non-monetary dimensions of 
well-being, utilizing a range of indicators 
in calculating poverty levels for a particu-
lar population.
But out in the countryside just a few ki-
lometers from the refugee camp, the 
rhythm is slower, and life is completely 
reliant on agriculture. I spoke with a 

Bengalese farmer about how business 
is going for him, how he feels about the 
Rohingya camp being so close, and if it 
impacts his farming work.
“Honestly, the Rohingya people work 
harder than us,” he says with a laugh. “We 
need them here. They are willing to work 
the land, and demand here has been in-
creasing. It’s a good thing,” he says.
Kotigabegon is a female Bengalese farm-
er working the land in the Cox Bazaar. 
She proudly shows me her green chilis, 
pumpkins, gourds, and okra that she has 
grown. Becoming a farmer during the 
pandemic saved her family. “Previously, 

we had to go to the market, but, as wom-
en, we can’t go alone. Now, we have the 
aggregation center where we can sell 
our products and we don’t have to pay a 
tax. This has made things much better.” 
The World Food Program implemented 
a small center where local farmers could 
sell to the local community. The women 
say they feel safe here and they can keep all the profits. “My family is proud. Previ-
ously, we were really struggling.”
Here, we are just a few kilometers from 
the Rohingya refugee camp. The refugees who fled the genocide in Myanmar are not 
legally allowed to leave the camp, but of-
ten, they do anyway by paying off guards 
to make extra money. A sign that relying 
only on the 10$ per month from the WFP 
for food per person is not enough. Last 

year, the stipend was $12 per month, but 
because of donor fatigue amidst the in-
creased war and crisis, funds had to be cut.
American Ambassador to the UN Agen-
cies in Rome, Jeffrey Prescott, spoke to 
me there on the 30 million in aid that the 
US government will be sending to Ban-
gladesh. “The US is the largest donor for 
this response. The primary driver for this trip was to find a way to focus atten-
tion on the scale of this crisis as we near 
seven years from the start,” he said.
“The aid is a slice of dignity that we can 
provide to people. Any additional dignity 
is important and hard to measure.”
With over 110 wars currently happen-
ing and donor fatigue following the 
start of the most pressing wars and cri-
ses in the world like those in Ukraine 
and Gaza, allocating funds to wars 
and genocides years after the break-ing news headlines becomes difficult. 
“There is a lot of policy debate on how 
resources can be best used. We have 
excess commodities. American farm-
ers are growing so many good healthy 
products. Part of the idea of addressing 
hunger is that it is not distributed well 
to people who are in need. Of course, a 
lot of foods don’t travel well. So, it’s key 
to creating an ecosystem of local sourc-
ing,” says Prescott.
“Local production sourcing is a way we 
can do that, and build on the small proj-
ects. The World Food Program has to get 
food to people urgently.”“We have tried to find ways when the host 
community and refugee population cer-
tainly have a dynamic there. We have to be 
sensitive to them to attune. That’s not al-
ways something the humanitarian com-
munity has gotten right: Recognizing how 
we have to pair economic development 
efforts with the humanitarian response, 
especially when these operations are go-
ing to extend beyond the crisis.”
“The international community has to 
be prepared for spillover effects from 
Burma. As always, the humanitarian 
community is prepared to respond, but 
I suspect that this situation will face a hu-
manitarian crisis.”
Domenico Scalpelli is a World Food Pro-
gram representative for Bangladesh who 
previously worked in Myanmar in his thir-
ty years of working with the organization. 
“There are more Rohingya in Bangladesh 
than in the original country of Myanmar 
today. The Rohingya is a population that 
is missing everything. A bit like [some] Pal-
estinians, they don’t have an identity. They 
can’t identify themselves as Rohingya. 
They have to say they are Bengali. That’s 
what the Bangladesh government wants. 
They don’t have many rights. No right to 
move freely. They don’t have citizenship, and they don’t have birth certificates. 
Many rights that we take for granted. It’s 
a real tragedy.”
“We can discuss terminology, but what 
is happening is a tragedy. Whether it 
is called genocide or ethnic cleansing, 
when a million people have to move from 
their country of origin, without rights, 
without identity, call it whatever, but the 
reality is that there are many trials in the 
international court in the Hague. These 
are cases that will last for many years. 
Global justice is important.”
In the midst of what seems like endless 
tragedy and injustice for a group of peo-
ple simply because of being a member 
of the Rohingya from Myanmar, there is 
an undeniable sense of resilience and 
hope among these people. And it can 
be seen brightest among their children. 
Behind the fence where the children are 
forced to live, they answer me as I ask 
what their dream is. “To be a pilot,” says 
one boy. “A teacher,” says a girl. Smiling, 
they declare their dreams in the perfect 
English that they have learned in their 
classrooms within the refugee camp; A 
semblance of normalcy.

The article first appeared on Forbes.

How access to food for survivors of genocide  
is first step to dignity

The swelter of record-high 
heat scorches the earth in 
the Cox Bazaar refugee 
camp. There is barely 
a gust of wind, no air 
conditioning or re-
frigerators to keep the 
people and the limited 
food they have cold. But 
here, in the largest ref-
ugee camp in the world, 
for the Rohingya people 
life continues despite dete-
riorating security.
Bangladesh has been fac-
ing intensifying pressure 
to accept more Rohingya 
Muslims fleeing the war 
in neighboring Myanmar, 
a burden the government in 
Dhaka insists it cannot handle.

A customer inspects gourds in a local market in Bangladesh that mainly the refugee Rohingya Muslims run.
 CRISTIANO MINICHIELLO/USUN



According to statistics from Inter Milan’s official Insta-
gram page, Mehdi Taremi 
has garnered the most likes 
and views in less than a week 
since joining the football 
team.
From July 14, 2024, when Ta-remi officially signed his con-
tract with Inter, until Friday 
evening, Inter Milan has re-
leased 54 posts, 20 of which 
feature photos and videos 
related to him, IRNA reported 
on Saturday.The figures show that 37% of 
Inter’s Instagram posts over 
the last six days were dedicat-
ed to this Iranian forward.
Notably, on the day Inter confirmed Taremi’s signing, 
nine Instagram posts featur-
ing photos and videos of him 

were released on the club’s 
page, setting a new record 
for likes and views on Inter’s 
page.
On July 14, 2024, Inter con-firmed the signing of Taremi 
on a three-year contract fol-
lowing his departure from 
Porto.
Taremi made 182 appearanc-
es for Porto after joining in 
2020, scoring 91 goals and 
enjoyed a distinguished four-
year spell at the club, winning 
the Primeira Liga, two Portu-
guese Super Cups, three Por-
tuguese Cups, and the Portu-
guese League Cup.
Taremi is the third player to 
move to San Siro this transfer 
window, joining Piotr Zielins-
ki and Josep Martinez at the 
club.

Argentina top FIFA ranking  

as Iran place second in Asia
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Sports

Iran U20  
volleyball team 
down Indonesia 
in friendly

Tractor eye

Croat midfielder 
Igor Postonjski

Iran lose to Saudi 

Arabia in Asian 

Junior Handball 

Championship

Iran U20 volleyball team 
defeated Indonesia in a 
friendly match in a straight 
set (25-12, 25-20, 25-17).
The Iranian team is gear-
ing up for the 2024 Asian 
Boys’ U-20 Volleyball 
Championship, reported 
Mehr News Agency.
The team has been drawn 
into Group B, where they 
will compete against Chi-
na, Chinese Taipei, and 
Qatar.
The 2024 Asian Boys’ U-20 
Volleyball Championship is 
set to take place from July 23 to 30 in Surabaya, Indo-
nesia.

Iranian football club Trac-
tor has set its sight on signing Croatian midfield-
er Igor Postonjski.
The 29-year-old mid-fielder currently plays for 
NK Varazdin, a Croatian 
professional football club 
based in Varazdin, ac-
cording to Tasnim News 
Agency.
Tractor has previously 
hired former Iran coach 
Dragan Skocic.
Postonjski started his 
playing career in HNK Gorica in 2017 and has 
also played in Inter Za-
presic and NK Zagorec.
He will replace Iraqi mid-fielder Safa Hadi in the Ta-
briz-based football team. 

Iran lost to Saudi Arabia 
26-25 in the 18th edi-
tion of Asian Men Junior 
Handball Championship in 
Group 2 on Friday night.
Iran, who had defeated Oman 32-19, will meet Ja-
pan in Group 2 on Sunday, 
reported Tasnim News 
Agency
The 18th Asian Men’s Ju-
nior (U21) Handball Cham-
pionship will run until July 27 in Amman, Jordan.
The championship serves 
as a qualifying event for 
the 25th IHF Men’s Ju-
nior (U-21) Handball World 
Championship in Poland, 
slated for June and July 
2025.
The top four teams in the 
ongoing competition will secure qualification spots 
for the World Champion-
ship.

 IRNA

 IRNA

 AFP

 MEHR

 TASNIM

The Iranian national men’s football 
team have remained the Asian second 
top team while Argentina have retained 
the top sport in the latest rankings re-
leased by FIFA released.
Newly crowned European champions Spain have risen five places to third in 
the latest FIFA rankings published on 
Thursday after a 2-1 victory over En-gland in Sunday’s final earned them a record fourth Euro title and their first 
major trophy in 10 years, Reuters said.
World Cup winners Argentina held on 
to the top spot following their Copa 
América triumph, beating Colombia 
1-0.
England moved up one place to fourth, 
leapfrogging Brazil after their under-
whelming Copa América campaign.
Venezuela, who reached the Copa América quarterfinals, were the most improved side in the rankings, rising 17 places to 37th, with Euro quarterfinal-
ists Turkey jumping 16 places to 26th.
The United States -- who were eliminat-
ed during the group stage at the Copa América -- dropped five places from 
11th to 16th place.
But in Asia, Japan remained the best team in 17th place followed by Iran in 
the 20th spot.

French authorities have recalled 
Olympics-branded water bottles 
for children containing excessive 
levels of endocrine disruptor Bi-
sphenol A, a week ahead of the 
Paris Games’ opening.
The reusable bottles made by 
the Vilac company have “levels 
of Bisphenol A not in line with 
regulations” on products de-
signed for contact with foods, 
government website Rappel 
Conso (Consumer Recall) said, AFP 
reported.The white-coloured flasks with 
beige, blue or red tops are 
branded with the Olympic rings, 
the Paris 2024 mascot or the Olympic flame.
People who have bought them 
should return them to the place 
of purchase, authorities said.
The bottles were sold in France 
from late August last year until 
the beginning of June.
Bisphenol A, once widely used 
in making food containers, has 
been banned in France since 
2015.
Labelled an endocrine dis-
ruptor by France’s food safety 
agency Anses, it is believed to 
be linked to health problems 
including breast cancer and 
infertility.
The Paris Olympics were affect-
ed by the global IT outage on 
Friday, with organisers tempo-
rarily unable to hand out accred-itations to athletes and officials 
arriving for the Games.
Airlines, banks, TV channels 
and other business across the 
world have scrambled follow-
ing one of the biggest computer 
crashes in recent years, caused 
by an update to an antivirus 
programme.
“Like a lot of organisations, we 
suffered this global Microsoft 
outage,” chief organiser Tony 
Estanguet told reporters, a week 
before the opening ceremony of 
the Olympics.
By 5 p.m. (1500 GMT) Friday, the 
organising committee said its 
operations were “now running 

normally”, with the evening 
hours at its accreditation centre 
extended to help clear a backlog 
of demands.
Thousands of athletes have be-gun flying into the French capi-
tal ahead of the July 26-August 
11 event, while the organising 
committee is also distributing 
badges and uniforms to 45,000 
volunteers.
The IT problems did not affected 
Paris airport operator ADP, but 
“the arrival of some delegations 
has been impacted by delays to their flights,” the organising 
committee added.Paris is putting the finishing 
touches to preparations for the first Olympics in the French cap-
ital in a century.
The venues are on track, the 
weather has brightened up 
after months of rain, and the 
water quality in the Seine has 
improved, making outdoor 

swimming events in the river 
possible after months of sus-
pense.
New data released on Friday 
showed the river was clean 
enough to swim in on six out of 
seven of the last days.
“We weren’t necessarily expect-
ing an IT outage a few days be-
fore the start of the Games,” Es-
tanguet said.
Security is already tight across 
the capital, with much of the 
central areas of the city near 
the Seine fenced off, with vehi-
cles and everyone except local 
residents banned from enter-
ing.
Trade groups representing 
Paris shops, restaurants, bars 
and clubs complained on Fri-
day that they were facing an 
“unprecedented slump in busi-
ness and footfall”, blaming in 
part the “heavy security mea-
sures”.

France recalls contaminated  

Olympic water bottles

Mehdi Taremi sets  

record in cyber space
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 International Desk

Palestinian activists and 
political factions called for 
immediate international ac-
tion to end Israel’s occupa-
tion after the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled 
that the regime’s presence 
in Palestinian territory is 
unlawful. 
Many activists and legal ex-
perts say the Friday’s ruling 
by the ICJ, which has found 
that Israel’s occupation of 
the Palestinian territories is 
unlawful, will do little to im-
prove life for Palestinians.
Other states must now ap-
ply collective pressure on 
Israel to end its rule over 
Gaza and the West Bank, 

including annexed East Al-
Quds, if the situation there 
is to change, they said.
The world’s highest court 
concluded on Friday – with 
12-3 judges in favor – that 
Israel is forcibly displac-
ing Palestinians from their 
lands, exploiting water 
sources, annexing large 
swaths of the occupied 
territory “by force” and is 
violating the right of Pal-
estinians to “self-determi-
nation”.
The ICJ also ruled that Is-
rael must stop all building 
of settlements in the West 
Bank and should compen-
sate Palestinians for human 
rights violations in the oc-
cupied territory.

Call for ‘immediate’ 
action
Hamas resistance group 
called for “immediate” inter-
national action to end Isra-
el’s occupation of the Pales-
tinian territories.
A statement from the group, which has been fighting Is-
rael in Gaza since the Octo-
ber 7 attacks, welcomed the 
ruling from the Internation-
al Court of Justice, saying it 
puts “the international sys-
tem before the imperative of 
immediate action to end the 
occupation”.The office of Palestinian 
President Mahmud Abbas 
said it welcomed the “his-
toric decision and demands 
that Israel be compelled to 

implement it.”
Palestinian Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Varsen 
Aghabekian Shahin hailed “a 
great day for Palestine” while 
Israel Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu slammed the 
ICJ ruling as ‘decision of lies’. 
Iceland’s Foreign Ministry 
has also backed the ICJ’s ad-
visory opinion, saying that, 
“The ICJ’s Advisory Opinion 
is clear. Continued Israe-
li occupation of the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem 
[Al-Quds] is unlawful, and 
so are its settlement activi-
ties Iceland calls on Israel to 
cease all activity that violates 
international law,” the minis-
try said on X.
Slovenia also welcomed the 

ICJ’s decision. In a state-
ment, the Slovenian Foreign 
Ministry called on the UN 
and member states to take 
adequate steps to implement 
the ICJ’s interpretation of in-
ternational law.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry’s 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani 
said reacted to the ICJ’s rul-
ing, saying that the interna-
tional community, especially 
the UN Security Council, 
should take practical steps 
to end Israel’s aggressions 
against Palestinians and the 
illegal occupation of the Pal-
estinian territory. 

No global action 
However, Zainah el-Haroun, 
the spokesperson for Al-Haq, 

a Palestinian nonprofit orga-
nization based in the West 
Bank that monitors human 
rights violations, said pre-
vious ICJ rulings have not 
led to global action against 
Israel.
She referenced the ICJ’s 2004 
advisory opinion that found 
Israel’s separation wall and 
settlements on occupied 
Palestinian land illegal. 
Settlements have not only 
remained in the West Bank 
since the ruling, but the 
number of Israeli settlers liv-
ing there has also risen from 
250,000 in 1993 to more 
than 700,000 in 2023.
“These rulings mean nothing 
if third states and the inter-
national community fail to 
hold Israel accountable,” she 
told Al Jazeera.
Palestinian activists in the 
West Bank said they cannot 
celebrate the ICJ’s ruling 
when the situation across 
the occupied territory is 
worse than ever before.
They cited Israel’s war in 
Gaza, which has killed near-
ly 39,000 Palestinians – the 
vast majority of them civil-
ians – and has rendered the 
enclave uninhabitable.

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Top military 
brass exalt 
Raisi’s efforts 
to boost 
defense power

Russia rejects 
US claims on 
Iran’s nuclear 
work

 National Desk

Commanders of Iran’s mil-
itary forces appreciated 
measures taken by the late 
president Ebrahim Raisi in 
ensuring coordination be-
tween the government and 
military sectors to strength-
en the country’s defense ca-
pabilities.
On Saturday, Chief of Staff 
of the Iranian Armed Forces 
Major General Mohammad 
Hossein Baqeri, Command-
er of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps Major Gen-
eral Hossein Salami, Army 
Commander Major General 
Abdolrahim Mousavi, Com-
mander of the Law Enforce-
ment Command Brigadier 
General Ahmadreza Radan, 
and Defense Minister Brig-
adier General Mohammad 
Reza Ashtiani had a meet-
ing with Acting President 
Mohammad Mokhber in 
Tehran to express their 
gratitude to the outgoing 
administration.
The commanders also ad-
mired Raisi’s useful ideas 
during the security meet-
ings, especially those of the 
country’s Supreme National 
Security Council.  
They also appreciated 
Mokhber for his efforts to 
manage the country’s af-
fairs after Raisi died in a 
tragic helicopter crash on 
May 19.

 International Desk

Russia’s permanent rep-
resentative to the inter-
national organizations in 
Vienna said the new US 
claims about Iran’s nuclear 
activities are made for “pro-
pagandistic purposes.”
Mikhail Ulyanov was react-
ing to recent comments by 
the US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken who has 
claimed that Iran is capable of producing fissile material 
for use in a nuclear weapon 
within “one or two weeks.” 
“This assertion that Iran 
is one or two weeks away 
from reaching the capacity of producing fissile mate-
rial for Nuclear Weapons 
was used many times over 
the last 20 years and will be 
used again in the years to 
come, as always, for propa-
gandistic purposes,” Ulyan-
ov wrote on X. 
This is while, the US nation-
al security advisor Jake Sul-
livan said on Friday that, “I 
have not seen a decision by 
Iran to move in a way that 
signals it has decided to 
actually develop a nuclear 
bomb right now.”

Palestinians urge world to 

end Israel’s occupation after ICJ ruling

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist A shot that ...

In the days since the shoot-
ing, the Secret Service has 

come under 
scrutiny for 

its response to the assas-
sination attempt and the 
agency’s director, Kimberly 
Cheatle, has been subpoe-
naed to testify before Con-
gress. US law enforcement officials 
investigating the assassina-
tion attempt on Trump said 
20 minutes passed between 
the time Secret Service snip-ers first spotted the gunman 
on a rooftop and the time shots were fired at Trump.Officials said the snipers had 
spotted the suspect, 20-year-

old Thomas Matthew Crooks, 
on the roof of a building out-
side the security zone at the 
rally in Pennsylvania and had 
also been alarmed by the res-
idents about the presence of the rifle-wielding assassin in 
the area “but the calls were 
not heeded.” The motive for 
the assassination attempt 
remains a mystery as Crooks 
was shot at the scene but the 
ostentatious show made a 
splash by hitting the head-
lines and helping Trump’s 
approval rate soar.
Polls conducted for The Tele-
graph show that most Amer-
icans in the swing states 
now consider Trump a pres-

ident-in-waiting, raising con-
cern among Democrats who 
believe that Biden’s cam-
paign has already hit a snag.For the first time since the 
presidential race began and 
right after the assassination, 
a majority of 53 per cent in 
a combined poll across Ar-
izona, Georgia, Michigan, 
North Carolina and Pennsyl-
vania think that Trump will 
emerge victorious from the 
presidential race in Novem-
ber.
This is while the incumbent 
president had defeated Trump in all the five states 
by a narrow margin in the 
2020 vote.
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Iran ‘fully’ ready to play active role in promoting security in West Asia
Iran is “fully” ready to play 
an active role in countering 
challenges and promoting 
peace and security in West 
Asia within the framework 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) and the 
United Nations, its ambassa-
dor to the UN said.
Amir Saeid Iravani told the 
UN Security Council meet-
ing in New York on “Coop-
eration between the UN and 
regional and sub-regional 
organizations” that enhanc-
ing collaboration between 
the UN and regional orga-
nizations is “more import-
ant than ever,” Press TV 
reported. 

“In an increasingly complex 
global environment, main-
taining international peace 
and security requires coor-
dinated responses at nation-
al, regional, and internation-
al levels,” he said.
“Enhancing collaboration 
between the United Nations 
(UN) and regional organiza-
tions is more important than 
ever,” he added.
According to Iravani, re-
gional organizations have 
unique understandings of 
local issues, providing real-
istic insights and preventive 
mechanisms tailored to spe-cific needs, enabling them to address emerging conflicts 

effectively and seek peaceful, 
political solutions.
Iran, he said, “recognizes” 
and “highly values” the roles 
of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO), 
the SCO, and the Common-

wealth of Independent 
States (CIS) in strengthen-
ing peace and stability in 
the region and supporting 
constructive cooperation 
between these organizations 
with the UN.

“We believe that such coop-
eration can enhance security 
and development, which are 
interlinked and mutually 
reinforcing. Furthermore, it 
underscores the importance 
of multilateralism in ad-
dressing global threats and 
challenges,” he said.
He explained that drug trafficking and other forms 
of transnational organized crime are “significant con-
cerns for Iran” and offer 
opportunities for practical 
interactions between the UN 
and the SCO.
“The SCO, with its multi-fac-
eted structure, can actively 
contribute to international 

efforts by developing its re-
gional capacity and aiding 
national governments in 
combating terrorism and 
extremism,” he added.
Iravani stressed that the SCO 
supports international ef-forts in conflict prevention, 
counter-terrorism, transna-
tional crime prevention, and 
combating illegal drugs.Last year, the SCO officially approved Iran’s full-fledged 
membership in the world’s 
largest regional organiza-
tion in terms of geographic 
scope and population. Iran 
actively participated in the 
24th summit of the SCO held 
in Astana on July 3-4, 2024.

Israeli security forces close-off a 

main entrance to Huwara town in 

the occupied West Bank following 

reported attacks by Israeli settlers 

on July 19, 2024.

 JAAFAR ASHTIYEH/AFP



irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir Vol. 7608  Sunday, July 21, 2024  100,000 rials  8 pagesIranDailyWeb

 Editorial Dept. Tel

 Address

 ICPI Publisher

 Advertising Dept. Tel/Email

 Website

 Email

 Printing House

+98 21 84711226

208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran

+98 21 88548892-5

+98 21 88500601/irandaily@iranagahiha.com

www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir

irandaily@icpi.ir

Iran Cultural & Press Institute

Arts & Culture DeskArchaeologists identified a 
Neolithic site in the Genil 
Hill area of Harsin County, 

Kermanshah. 
The site, dating back to the 
Neolithic period, is believed to be one of the first villag-
es established in the central 

Zagros region, ISNA wrote. 
The excavations, led by ar-
chaeologist Hojjat Darabi, 
were carried out to deter-

mine the extent and bound-
aries of the site. 
Darabi, a member of the 
archaeological team from 
Razi University, explained 
that 20 test pits were dug 
around the site, revealing 
that the settlement was 
established on an old ter-
race of the Gamasiab Riv-
er and spanned about one 
hectare.
The Genil Hill site was first identified and partial-
ly excavated by late Dan-
ish archaeologist Peder 
Mortensen and Canadian 
archaeologist Philip Smith 
in the summer of 1977. 
Their excavations uncov-
ered evidence of both pot-
tery and non-pottery Neo-
lithic cultures, suggesting 
that the site was one of the 
earliest villages in the cen-

Iranian, British artists to showcase 
contemporary masterpieces

Latin American artists 
respond to Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict

Arts & Culture Desk

An online exhibition ti-
tled ‘New Masterpiece’ 

will showcase contem-
porary visual arts and 
crafts by artists from Iran 
and England, opening on 

July 22.
The group exhibition, cu-
rated by Aynaz Zarei, will 
feature the works of 37 

Iranian artists practicing 
in various art forms. Ac-
cording to the organiz-
ers, the exhibition will 
display a range of visual 
arts and crafts from both 
Iran and England, ISNA 
wrote. 
Among the 44 artworks 
on display, visitors will be 
able to appreciate pieces 
by renowned artists such 
as Hengameh Farhadi, 
Mahnaz Asadi, Soroush Nakhlestani, Elham Shafiei 
Javid, Noushin Kazerouni, 
Nasim Aghapour Haghighi, 
Mehrdad Zarinzadeh, and 
many others.
The exhibition is accessi-
ble online from July 22 to 
July 28. 

Archaeologists 
uncover Neolithic site 
in Kermanshah
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Iranian maestro Ali (Al-

exander) Rahbari led 
the Mariinsky Opera in 
Russia for the 18th time 
with a concert titled ‘Transfigured Night.’ 
The performance, which 
marked the conclusion 
of Rahbari’s third artis-
tic season with the opera 
house, was warmly wel-
comed by audiences and 
garnered widespread ac-
claim, IRNA wrote. 
The concert, held on 
July 18, showcased a 
brilliant program of 
e a r ly  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y 
masterpieces. The rep-
ertoire included Arnold 
Schoenberg’s mesmeriz-ing ‘Transfigured Night,’ 

Edward Grieg’s lively 
‘Peer Gynt Suite,’ Claude 
D e b u s s y ’ s  d r e a m y 
‘L’après-midi d’un faune,’ 
and Maurice Ravel’s 
passionate ‘Daphnis et 
Chloé’ and ‘Boléro.’
Rahbari, appointed by 
the Artistic and Gener-
al Director of the Ma-
riinsky Theatre, Valery 
Gergiev, has conducted 
10 performances this 
season, captivating audi-
ences with his energetic 
and expressive style.The ‘Transfigured Night’ 
concert stood out not 
only for its beautiful 
music but also because 
it featured a rare piece 
performed by the re-
nowned Mariinsky Sym-
phony Orchestra. This 

aspect drew the atten-
tion of both media and 
audiences, making it a 
highly anticipated event.
Additionally, the concert held special significance 
for Rahbari, as it brought 
back memories of his first conduct of Schoen-berg’s ‘Transfigured 
Night’ when he was just 
32 years old in Tokyo 
with the esteemed NHK 
Orchestra.
With his upcoming en-
gagements in China and 
beyond, Iranian maestro 
Ali Rahbari continues to 
leave his mark on the in-
ternational classical mu-
sic scene, appealing au-
diences and critics alike 
with his passionate and 
dynamic performances.

Iranian director Marzieh Ri-ahi’s short film ‘Sampo’ will 
compete in the 2024 Gibara 
Film Festival in Cuba. The 14-minute film tells 
the story of a mother who 
works catering for funerals 
and parties, as seen through 
the eyes of her daugh-
ter, Mehr News Agency 
reported. 
‘Sampo’ stars Linda Ki-
yani, Maryam Boobani, 
Hilda Kordbache, and Han-an Azizi. The film will be 
screened in Gibara, a mu-
nicipality in eastern Hol-guí�n, during the festival, 
which runs from August 6 

to 10, 2024.
The Gibara International 
Film Festival, now in its 
18th edition, is organized 
by the Ministry of Culture, 
the Cuban Institute of Cine-
matographic Art and Indus-
try (Icaic), and the Holguí�n 
government. The festival accepts films of all nation-
alities, presented in their 
original language, across 
various categories, includ-ing fiction, documentary, 
animation, and experimen-
tal audiovisual.
‘Sampo,’ produced in 2023, 
adds a unique perspective 
to the festival’s lineup with 

its intimate portrayal of a 
mother-daughter relation-

ship and the complexities 
of a unique profession.

Ali Rahbari’s 

‘Transfigured Night’ 
gets kudos in Russia

The Palestine Museum 
of Contemporary Art, in 
collaboration with the 
Visual Arts Center of Art 
Bureau, presents ‘Gaza 
290 Days,’ an exhibition 
showcasing the response 
of Latin American artists 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The exhibition features 
45 selected cartoons by 
artists from Venezuela, 
Mexico, Peru, Colombia, 
the Dominican Republic, 
Cuba, and Brazil, who were moved to reflect on 
the recent atrocities in 
Palestine through their 
powerful artworks, ISNA 
wrote. 
The title ‘Gaza 290 Days’ 
refers to the duration 
of the Israeli regime’s 
genocide in Palestine, 
highlighting the ongoing 
suffering and resilience 
of the Palestinian peo-
ple.
The museum invites vis-

itors to view the ‘Gaza 
290 Days’ exhibition 
from July 22 to August 
14, open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., except on Thurs-
days and holidays.
The powerful artworks 

on display serve as a 
testament to the inter-
national solidarity with 
Palestine and the artists’ 
commitment to raising 
awareness about the on-going conflict.

Iranian short film to vie at Cuban festival

‘Gaza 290 Days’


