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Arts & Culture Desk

Iranian artist Ramin Hos-
seinpour added another 
accolade to his name, 
winning the award for 
Best Rock Music Video 
and Special Effects at the 
30th Los Angeles Film 
and Music Video Festival 
in July 2024.
Hosseinpour, a multi-tal-
ented creator, wrote, di-
rected, and composed the 
music for ‘Sculpture,’ a 
video art piece that show-
cases his unique storytell-

ing and innovative visual 
style, Mehr News Agency 
reported.
‘Sculpture,’ also known 
as ‘Sooratgar’ in Persian, 
is a conceptual art piece 
that brings to life the sto-
ries of Rumi and Shams 
Tabriz i .  The  project 
highlights Hosseinpour’s 
skills as an electric gui-
tarist and singer as well.
With a background in 
architecture, music, and 
cinema, Hosseinpour’s 
work transcends tradi-
tional boundaries. He is 

recognized as a designer, 
instructor, and author 
in architecture and as a 
poet, composer, arrang-
er, and instrumentalist 
in music. In the world 
of cinema, he has made 
a name for himself as a 
writer, director, produc-
er, and conceptual artist, 
succeeded in internation-
al platforms, including a 
renowned German mag-
azine.
Hosseinpour’s  video 
art has previously won 
awards at various inter-

national festivals. It re-
cently won the Best Com-
poser Award at the 26th 
edition of LA Sun Film 
Fest in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, the US, the award 
for Best Animated Music 
Video in the latest edition 
of the HALO International 
Film Festival in Saint-Pe-
tersburg, Russia.
It has also received priz-
es from the King Film 
Awards 2023 in London, 
the 2022 Vancouver In-
dependent Film Festival 
Award, the 2022 Rome 
Music Video Award, the 
LA Music Video Awards 
2022, One-Reeler Short 
Film Competition, Inter-
national Music Video Un-
derground, Munich Music 
Video Awards, Boden In-
ternational Film Festival, 
High Tatras Film & Video 
Festival, Art Blocks Inter-
national Film Festival, Eu-
rope Music Video Awards, 
Vegas Movie Awards, 
Accolade Competition, 
Europe Film Festival UK, 
Stockholm Gold Awards 
International Film Festi-
val, Prague International 
Film Festival, Internation-
al Izmir Short Film Festi-
val, International Music 
Video Awards, and Zagreb 
Film Festival.

New method for choosing Iran’s cabinet line-up

Staff writer

By Hamideh 
Hosseini

P E R S P E C T I V E
On July 30, Iran’s new Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian will 
be officially inaugurated in a 
ceremony held in Parliament. 
Prior to this, the Leader will 
endorse Pezeshkian’s presi-
dency in a separate ceremo-
ny. According to the law, the 
president has 15 days after 
the inauguration to present 
his cabinet line-up to Parlia-
ment for a vote of confidence.
Pezeshkian, who was himself 
a new phenomenon the pres-
idential election, has now in-
troduced a novel method for 
choosing his cabinet mem-
bers. The procedure, which 
is said to be implemented 
to bring transparency to the 
minister-selection procedure, 
involves political and civil 
groups, university profes-
sors, and elites in the deci-
sion-making, and avoids the 
usual quota-seeking practices.
The president-elect appointed 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, the 

former foreign minister and a 
key figure in his election cam-
paign, as the head of the “Ad-
visory Council for Choosing 
Cabinet Members.” Zarif, who 
had already played a positive 
role in Pezeshkian’s election 
campaign, is now set to have 
another part in forming the 
cabinet.
As per the new method, 
the Advisory Council is a 
31-member committee that 
will oversee the process of 
introducing ministerial nom-
inees by designated working 
groups and, after review-
ing them, will forward the 
selected candidates to the 
president.
In the designed chart for the 
minister-selection mecha-
nism, five working groups 
have been set up, each re-
sponsible for  reviewing 
the candidates for several 
ministries.
The political, security, and 
defense working group is in 
charge of picking candidates 
for the Intelligence Ministry, 
Interior Ministry, Defense 
Ministry, Justice Ministry, For-
eign Ministry, and the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran. 

The economic working group 
is tasked with looking for fi-
nance minister, minister of 
industry, mining and trade, 
the head of the Planning and 
Budget Organization, and the 
governor of the Central Bank.
The infrastructure working 
group has to come up with a 
list containing the ministers 
of oil, energy, agriculture, 
communications, and roads 
and urban development. The 
cultural working group is re-
sponsible for choosing 
education minister, minis-
ter of science, research and 
technology, minister of cul-
ture and Islamic guidance, 
minister of cultural heritage, 
tourism and handicrafts, and 
minister of sports and youth. 
Finally, the social working 
group is in charge of introduc-
ing vice president for women 
and family affairs, minister of 
welfare, minister of health, 
the head of the Martyrs Foun-
dation, the chair of the De-
partment of Environment, and 
the president of Administra-
tive and Recruitment Affairs 
Organization.
This new approach by the 
president-elect is sure to 

shake things up and keep ev-
eryone on their toes as they 
figure out how to pull their 
weight in the fresh take on 
cabinet formation.
According to Zarif, the Pres-
ident’s Office has called on 
civil societies and entities, 
prominent political figures, 
and even Pezeshkian’s elec-
toral rivals to put forward 
their preferred names to the 
five working groups.
The working groups are 
tasked with reviewing the 
lists of nominees for each 
ministry based on predeter-
mined scientific and expert 
criteria. Among the import-
ant qualifications for assess-
ing the nominees, special 
points are awarded to candi-
dates who are female, young, 
or from ethnic and minority 
backgrounds.
“We are trying to make more 
use of ethnicities and groups 
who have had less presence in 
governments, as well as more 
youth and women. We also 
plan to make use of former 
ministers as advisors to the 
ministries. We are seeking to 
ensure that 60% of ministers 
are under the age of 50 and 

that 60% do not have a min-
isterial background,” Zarif has 
said.
According to former foreign 
minister, the concessions to 
youth, women, and minori-
ties are a form of “positive 
discrimination” aimed at re-
ducing existing inequalities. 
However, four key criteria 
serve as red lines that the five 
working groups must consid-
er when assessing potential 
ministers. If any of these four 
qualifications are missing, 
the candidate has no chance 
of becoming a minister. These 
four red lines are: a) adher-
ence to the Constitution and 
higher-level documents, b) 
reputation for having a clean 
background, honesty, cour-
age, and rationality, c) having 
a national perspective free 
from ethnic, religious, fac-
tional, and regional biases, 
and d) alignment and loyalty 
to the president’s mottos and 
approach.
The call for nominations to all 
groups and political figures, 
including electoral rivals, has 
sparked speculation about 
the possibility of Iran’s next 
government being a coali-

tion. However, Zarif has em-
phasized that Pezeshkian’s 
government will not be a co-
alition but a national unity 
government, and those who 
do not accept the president’s 
discourse and policies will not 
be part of it.
Under the new design, the 
working groups, after their 
specialized reviews, must 
nominate three to five can-
didates for each ministry or 
national organization to the 
Advisory Council. The council 
will then review these candi-
dates and forward them to the 
president. According to Zarif, 
the process of evaluating and 
introducing candidates to the 
president will be completed 
by July 24 to give Pezeshkian 
time to assess the nominees.
Nevertheless, it’s important 
to note that the council is 
merely an advisory body to 
the president. Ultimately, the 
president has no legal obliga-
tion to accept the nominees 
put forward by the council. 
According to the law, the fi-
nal decision regarding the 
presenting ministers to Par-
liament rests solely with the 
president.
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Asghar Abbasi, a renowned Ira-
nian writer, producer, and direc-
tor, was selected to evaluate the 
films at the upcoming Human 
International Film Festival in 
Toronto, Canada. 
The festival, which focuses on 
environmental protection, will 
hold its closing ceremony on 
February 11.
Abbasi is known for his inter-
nationally acclaimed short films 
and has won numerous awards 
for his work both domestically 
and globally. This will be his sec-
ond time serving as a juror at the 
Human International Film Festi-
val, having previously been a ju-
ror at the festival back in 2020. 
In addition to his inter-
national presence, 
Abbasi has also 
served as a ju-
ror for several 
domestic film 
festivals in 
Iran.


