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Architectural and archaeological
wonders of Sanandaj Museum

C Iranica Desk )

Sanandaj, one of the largest Kurdish
cities in Iran and the center of Kurd-
istan Province, has long been a pop-
ular destination for tourists. The city
boasts numerous historical buildings,
one of which is the Salar Saeed Man-
sion, currently home to the Sanandaj
Museum.

The Salar Saeed Mansion was con-
structed during the Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar’sreignandreflectstheinfluence
of Qajararchitecture. Builtfrom stone,
brick,and wood, the mansion features
agabledroof. The moststrikingaspect
ofthebuildingis the large arched win-
dows in the hall, which consist of sev-
en doors and are regarded as a work
ofart.

The mansion comprises the main
building and a courtyard. The main
structure, located on the southern
side, includes a basement and an up-
per floor. The basement has been de-
signed as a reservoir and features a
dome-shaped ceiling adorned with
decorations and mirror work. Addi-
tionally, a hall and a hexagonal stone
poolhavebeen constructedinthissec-
tion, whichremainsin use today.
From its inception, the Sanandaj Mu-
seum has been divided into two sec-
tions: archaeology and anthropology.
In the archaeology section, artifacts
from various periods, ranging from
prehistoric times to the Qajar era,
were on display. Some of these items
belong to Kurdistan Province, while
others come from neighboring prov-
inces and different parts of the coun-
try.

Before the victory of the Islamic Revo-
lution, the anthropology section oper-
ated as a temporary exhibition space,
periodically showcasing artifacts
from various Iranian provinces. After
the revolution, this section became
exclusively dedicated to the anthropo-
logical artifacts of Kurdistan. In 2003,
with the establishment of the Asef Va-
ziri Monument, the anthropological
items ofthemuseum were transferred
tothe AsefVaziri House (Kurdish House),
leaving only archaeological and his-
torical objects on display at the muse-
um.

Prehistoricsection
This section is located in the entrance
corridor and one of the rooms adja-

cent to the main hall. It houses a col-
lection of pottery discovered in vari-
ous regions of Kurdistan, particularly
in Baneh. Some of the vessels are also
associated with Kangavar. Among
the items in this section, the oil lamps
unearthed from Baneh are especially
noteworthy.

Historical section

This section contains the majority of
the museum’s artifacts. The main hall,
one ofthe adjacentrooms, and the exit
corridor are dedicated to showcasing
these items. Artifacts uncovered from
the Ziviyeh Mound, the most signifi-
cant historical site in Kurdistan Prov-
ince, are regarded as the centerpiece
of this section. The Ziviyeh collection
includes gold artifacts and stone tools.
The collection features beads, wom-
en’s jewelry, pottery items, and vari-
ous earthenware containers in shades
of gray, red, and beige. It also encom-
passes bronze objects such as vessels,
axes, sewing needles, and rings, as
well asitems made from bone and ivo-
ry thatdepicthunting scenes, warfare,
and mythological motifs.

Among the pottery pieces, there is a
small, decorated glazed jug consid-

ered the mostbeautiful itemin the col-
lection, showcasing turquoise, white,
and yellow glazes along with floral
designs.
InadditiontotheartifactsfromtheZivi-
yehMound, thereisacollection ofother
metal and pottery items that includes
various types of spears, daggers, differ-
entrings, small statuettes, and pottery
vessels with various shapes, some fea-
turing designs carved or paintedinred,
gray, beige, as well as glass containers,
including different types of bowls and
perfume bottles. The exact locations
where theseitemswere discovered are
notknown.

Clay Jars: The clay jars represent an-
other segment of the historical period
artifacts and are known as funerary
jars. Due to their large size, these fu-
nerary jars are kept in the open space
of the museum, while the smaller fu-
neraryjarsare housedindoors.
Karaftu Cave Collection: The items
obtained from the excavations at
Karaftu Cave, which are sometimes
comparable to the Ziviyeh artifacts,
make up the finalitemsinthissection.

Islamicera
Theartifactsinthissectionaredivided
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intotwo categories: ceramicsand met-
alwork. The ceramic section features
beautifully crafted items that high-
light the pottery art of Islamic period
artists, including jars, bowls, cups,
plates and figurines. These artifacts
are skillfully made and adorned with
glazes, patterns, and designs. A small
portion of these items originates from
Kurdistan Province, while the major-
ity are associated with other regions
of Iran, particularly Rey, Kashan, and
Neyshabur. The metalwork section
includes various bowls, jugs, trays,
washbasins, small pots, and types of
oillamps.

Temporary exhibition
Thissection,located inthebasement
ofthe building (known as howzkhaneh),
is currently dedicated to showcas-
ing foreign art. This section, locat-
ed in the basement of the building
(known as howzkhaneh), is currently
dedicated to showcasing foreign art,
offering visitors a rotating display
of important items, such as bronze
sculptures and glass vessels. The
artifacts displayed here are periodi-
cally changed accordingto the muse-
um’s programs.

Astara, a sanctuary of nature, culture and hospitality

Astara, a luminous gem nestled
in northern Iran, seamlessly in-
tertwines the ethereal beauty
ofitslushlandscapeswitharich
cultural heritage, whispering
tales of epochs gone by through
its verdant forests and shim-
mering Caspianshores. Thiscity
isamelodicsymphony of nature
and history, offering a soulful
embrace thatinvitestravelersto
lose themselves in its enchant-
ing realms and discover sereni-
tyinitstranquil vistas.

Located within the vibrant em-
brace of Gilan Province, Astara
beckons with its captivating fu-
sion of natural abundance and
cultural richness. Cocooned
among the cascading emerald
hills of northern Iran and ca-
ressed by the gentle wavesofthe
Caspian Sea, this remarkable
city stands as a heartwarming
testament to the nation’s geo-
logical and cultural diversity.
Astara, where the confluence
of natural beauty and human
ingenuity breathes life into ev-

ery corner, unfolds a myriad of
experiences for those fortunate
enough to wander its verdant
paths, irantravelingcenter.com
wrote.

Eloquently positioned along
the Iran-Azerbaijan border, As-
tara forges a bridge between
two nations and cultures. Here,
the dramatic meeting of earth
and water captivates the sens-
es, with the undulating Alborz
Mountains embracing the azure
expanses of the Caspian Sea.
This geographical positioning
has bestowed Astara with a cli-
mate thatisaharmoniousblend
ofsubtropicallushnessand mild
temperate breezes, creating an
environment where flora and
fauna thrive in a vibrant display
oflife’s vitality.

Visitors to Astara are greeted by
an array of scents, as the briny
air ofthe Caspianmingles grace-
fully with the earthy fragranc-
es of its sprawling forests. The
Heyran Pass, one of the city’s
natural masterpieces, mean-

ders through the mountains,
offering breathtaking vistas
and a transcendent tranquility
far from the hustle of urban life.
In its most unbridled form, na-
ture paints the landscapes with
verdant hues, where dense for-
ests, murmuring streams, and
blooming meadows converge to
create a tapestry both enchant-
ingandrejuvenating.

Astara is not just a sanctuary
for nature enthusiasts; it is also
a trove of historical and cultural
treasures. Its rich history is wo-
ven into the fabric of the land,
where archaeological sites whis-
per tales of ancient civilizations
and architectural wonders—
mosques and historic houses—
bear the imprints of bygone eras.
The cityexudesavibrantcultural
tapestry, where traditions, cus-
toms, and the warmth of its in-
habitants intertwine to create a
welcoming embrace.

A stroll through Astara reveals
an exquisite blend of sights,
sounds, and flavors. The lo-

cal bazaar teems with life as
merchants showcase a kalei-
doscopic array of goods, from
sumptuous local produce to
handcrafted artifacts. The culi-
nary landscape offers a delecta-
ble journey through Gilani cui-
sine, where the bounty of land
and sea combine to tantalize the
palate and embody the essence
oftheregionineverybite.

The intrinsic beauty of Astara
liesnotonlyinitsstunningland-
scapesbutalsointherichtapes-
tryofexperiencesitgently offers
to its visitors. It is a destination
where the soul is embraced by
nature’s tranquility, the body is
nourished by delightful suste-
nance, and the spirit is uplifted
by the boundless warmth and
hospitality of its people.

To explore Astara is to immerse
oneselfinasymphony of experi-
ences that enchant, rejuvenate,
and linger in the heart’s memo-
ry—making it not justa place to
visit, but a destination to be felt,
savored,and cherished.



