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Understanding Islamic architec-
ture requires thorough research
and study, and the minaret is one
of the most important elements
of mosques and Islamic architec-
ture. It serves as the place where
the muezzin calls to prayer (ad-
han).

Given the significance of the ad-
han in Islam and its advisory and
promotional functions,adedicat-
ed space for the muezzin became
necessary. Initially, the minaret
featured asimple design, consist-
ing of a tall, tower-like structure
with a designated area for the
muezzin at the top. Over time, a
surrounding wall was added,
creatinganenclosure,andthede-
signevolved further.

With the advent of Islam in Iran,
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minarets were constructed in the
mosques of western Iran in the
style oflocal architecture, resem-
bling chartaqi, which literally
means “having four arches,” and
Sassanid towers. Later, during
the Abbasid dynasty, these styles
served as a model for many
mosques throughout the Islamic
world.

The concept of constructing
minarets in mosques emerged
shortly after the establishment
of the mosques themselves. His-
torical texts suggest that the first
minaret was constructed during
the Umayyad period. Notably,
the first minaret built in its cur-
rent form was erected by Ibn Abi-
ya around 50th AH at the Great
Mosque of Basra.

The oldest minarets in Iran
were built in Bandar Abbas,
Hormuzgan Province. Initially
known as Posht-e Shahr Mosque,
the structure now referred to as
the Saheb Al-Zaman Mosque,
was constructed in the form of a
kapar,aterminthelocal dialectof
Hormuzgan thatreferstoahouse
made of wood and palm fronds,
enclosed with a covering of reeds
made from palmleaves.
Overtime,canopiessupported by
wooden poles, withroofsmade of
matsorreeds,wereadded.Dueto
limited funding foramoreunified
structure, the mosque remained
in this rudimentary form for sev-
eral years. Eventually, a group of
individuals from Bandar Abbas,
who had previously migrated to
Hyderabad, India, took the initia-
tive to build a more permanent
mosque for the local residents in
thisarea.

This development occurred ap-
proximately 114 to 124 years
ago.Thisresultedinthe construc-
tion of a mosque made of adobe
bricks, which hasundergone var-
ious repairs over the years and
haswithstood the testoftime.

In 1970, Hassan Tavakkoli over-
saw the mosque’s reconstruc-
tion, which was completed in
1971. It was named after its
neighborhood, known as Posht-e
Shahr Mosque meaning the
Mosque Behind the City.

The construction of the minaret
also began in the same year. Ini-
tially, the minaret was entirely
made of brick. In 2007, efforts
weremadetoenhanceitsappear-
ance with the assistance of local
residents and the board of trust-
ees.

The minaret of the mosque is
constructed of brick and stone,
using a mortar mix of sarooj and
plaster, while its foundation and
central core are made of stone.
The overall structure is predom-
inantly brick.

The design of the minaret is
based on circular geometry, with
a diameter of 1.78 meters at the
base, which gradually decreases
in size as the height of the struc-
ture increases, maintaining this
diameter until it reaches a height
of 4.8 meters.

The minaret was built accord-
ing to the principles of local ar-
chitecture typical of most min-
aretsinsouthernlran, featuring
the distinctive characteristic of
a gradually decreasing diame-
ter at higher elevations, result-
ing in a narrowing of the struc-
tureasitascends.

The minaret can be divided into
three sections based on height,
with eachsection featuringaspe-
cific diameter in its plan. Notably,
there is a subtle yet discernible
decrease in the radius of the plan
as one ascends through each sec-
tion.

Today, the minaret of the Saheb
Al-Zaman Mosque stands as the
oldest surviving minaret among
the coastal minarets of southern
Iran, exemplifying the region’s
uniquearchitecturalstyle.
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Zingan Cave, an oasis
in Ilam Province

Zingan Cave is situated near the city
of Mehran, in the heart of a vast plain
close to Salehabad village in Ilam
Province. This cave is known for its
pleasantly cool weather, which has
earneditthe nickname BeheshtCave,
meaning “heaven” in Persian. Many
professional eco-touristsbelieve that
thisnatural phenomenonisnotatrue
cave,butratheragorge,asitisopenat
both ends and does not resemble the
typical caves we are familiar with.
Despite the warm and dry climate
of Salehabad and the broader Meh-
ran region, the interior of the cave is
damp, fostering the growth of plants
and vegetables typical of humid,
rainy environments. The high levels
of water, along with vestibules and
numerous icicles, have created a nat-
ural forest within the plain, where
ferns, algae, and lichens thrive. Inter-
estingly, the temperature difference
between the outside and inside of the
cave can exceed twenty degrees, with
the interior being significantly cool-
er. This unique environment makes
exploring Zingan Cave an adventur-
ous experience

Exploring Zingan Cave is an adven-
turous experience. The passageway

stretches approximately six kilome-
ters from beginning to end, with wa-
ter flowing along the route, requiring
visitors to wade through it in some
areas.Atpoints, the passage narrows,
adding excitement and challenge to
the journey. Along the way, two wa-
terfalls can be encountered, which
mustalso be navigated.

To reach this remarkable yet less-

Minaret of Saheb Al-Zaman Mosque in
Bandar Abbas, a symbol of Islamic architecture

er-known cave, located ten kilome-
tersfrom Salehabad, travelers should
head west from Ilam for about fifty
kilometers. A guide sign near the
Salehabad village indicates the way
to Zingan Cave. The final stretch from
Salehabad village to the cave’s en-
trance is a five-kilometer dirt road,
and after about forty minutes of trav-
el, the cave comesinto view.
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