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Region on Edge After Assassination of Haniyeh

Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei performs prayer at the funeral of 
assassinated Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran on August 1, 2024.
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Thousands of people gather in Tehran as the funeral procession for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh 
begins on August 1, 2024.

 REUTERS

Shops are shuttered in the West Bank city of Nablus as Palestinians observe a general strike in protest at the killing of Hamas leader 
Ismail Haniyeh in an airstrike in Tehran.
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Beyond undermining the peace process, 
through the killing of high-profile polit-
ical leaders and scientists in Iran, Israel 
has violated Iran’s sovereignty. Further-
more, such actions are seen as provo-
cations aimed at drawing Iran directly 
into the Gaza conflict. Although Iran has 
shown restraint, the pressure is mount-
ing on Tehran to respond.
Recent developments indicate that Isra-
el is willing to risk regional war to main-
tain its campaign in Gaza. For example, 
Israel has conducted a series of attacks 
in northern Lebanon, mainly targeting 
Hezbollah, Iran’s chief backed group in 
Lebanon. Israel has also bombarded the 
disputed Golan Heights and struck at the 

Houthis in Yemen, who are blocking the 
Red Sea and showing political and mil-
itary support for the people of Gaza. All 
these developments suggest that the 
prospects of a regional war are real, and 
Israel seems intent on dragging these 
countries into the Gaza conflict.
Since the October 7 attacks, it has be-
come clear that Israel has little regard 
for international law, sovereignty, hu-
manitarian law, or institutions such 
as the UNSC, UNGA, ICC, and ICJ. It has 
repeatedly violated the rules and res-
olutions of these international bodies, 
operating on the principle of “Might is 
Right”. Unfortunately, Israel’s power and 
influence are bolstered by the West, par-

ticularly the USA. Israel’s strong Jewish 
lobby in the USA, as documented by Ste-
phen Walt and John Mearsheimer, gives 
it significant control over American 
domestic politics, influencing the USA’s 
diplomatic, military, and economic pos-
ture in favour of Israel. Despite the USA 
historically championing a two-state 
solution, it has repeatedly used its veto 
power at the UNSC to block resolutions 
critical of Israel, further entrenching the 
USA-Israel nexus.
Meanwhile, other global powers, espe-
cially China and Russia, have expressed 
serious concerns over Israel’s actions in 
Gaza and the region. Both countries have 
called for a cease-fire and peace in Gaza. 
China has unveiled a cease-fire propos-
al and has sought to unify the factions 
of Hamas and Fatah to counterbalance 
Israel’s power. Some Western scholars 
suggest that China and Russia may have 
ulterior motives, wanting the USA to re-
main entangled in the Gaza conflict to 
distract it from the war in Ukraine and 
the Indo-Pacific region. However, many 
scholars believe that by supporting the 
Palestinian Cause and advocating for 
a two-state solution, China and Russia 
aim to win over the Global South and the 
Muslim world, thereby increasing their 
influence in these regions. Regardless of 
the motivations, China and Russia have 
emerged as peace brokers in this conflict.
The assassination of Haniyeh has 
stunned Qatar, Turkey, and Egypt, all of 
whom have issued strong condemna-
tion messages to Israel and the West. 
This also indicates that there is no lon-

ger a guarantor of peace talks during 
the Gaza conflict, as Israel’s domestic 
leadership appears more concerned 
with domestic politics than with captive 
issues and regional peace.
Although Israel has not publicly ac-
knowledged the assassination of 
Haniyeh, and the USA has denied 
knowledge of any Israeli intelligence 
operation related to the incident, 
many observers understand who is 
behind the assassination and the true 
intentions behind killing Hamas’s po-
litical bureau chief.
Israel and its allies, particularly in the 
West, must recognise that public opin-
ion in the Global South and the West is 

turning against Israel’s brutal campaign 
in Gaza. By violating international rules 
and norms, Israel is demonstrating that 
it is not acting as a responsible member 
of the international community. Orches-
trating a war against humanity contra-
dicts Western values, liberalism, and 
the world order. Therefore, it is the re-
sponsibility of the West to join the Global 
South in holding Israel accountable for 
its campaign against the Palestinian 
people and to push for an end to the Is-
raeli occupation of Palestinian land, so 
that the idea of a Palestinian state can 
become a reality.
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shift reflects a maturing of the resis-
tance movements, where the focus is 
on sustainability and continuity rath-
er than on the influence of individual 
leaders or specific clientelist networks 
bent on building influence within a 
specific political formation.
So, beyond the immediate tactical 
impact, what do these assassinations 
achieve? In some cases, they can back-
fire, as seen with the assassination 
of Hezbollah leader Abbas Musawi, 
which paved the way for the rise of 
Hassan Nasrallah. In other instances, 
these actions may even facilitate the 

emergence of more innovative and 
adaptable commanders who can take 
on key positions. By removing one 
leader, Israel may inadvertently create 
space for another, often more formida-
ble leader to emerge. One only needs to 
look at the development of both Hamas 
and Hezbollah in the wake of various 
assassinations at various historical 
stages to realize that these operations 
lost much of their power.
These assassinations reinforce the 
bond between political-military orga-
nizations and the broader society with-
in which they are enmeshed, making it 

much harder for any real schism to de-
velop. Instead of weakening their oppo-
nents, such tactics can unintentionally 
solidify unity and resolve, bridging the 
gap between armed factions and the 
larger population. The killing of Hamas 
leaders such as Ismail Haniyeh, who left 
Gaza, loosens internal dissent.
The real reason for Israel’s current pol-
icy of assassinations serves more as a 
mechanism to galvanize its own society 
rather than genuinely altering the polit-
ical or military stance of its adversaries. 
The efficacy of such tactics in destabiliz-
ing Israel’s enemies has severely dimin-

ished, revealing a shift in the purpose of 
these operations. Instead of crippling 
opposition forces, these targeted kill-
ings now function primarily as a tool for 
internal cohesion, rallying Israeli na-
tional sentiment and showing Israel’s 
intelligence and operational capabili-
ties. It also permits Israel to claim that 
it gained the upper hand in the moves to 
dominate the escalation ladder with its 
adversaries.
Ultimately, these acts are displays of 
tactical prowess designed to enshrine 
the supremacy of Israeli power, large-
ly aimed at impressing Israelis them-

selves at a time when Israelis feel that 
their army and intelligence apparatus 
failed them. When Israel talks about a 
“loss of deterrence,” it is not so much 
concerned with how its enemies per-
ceive it but rather with how it per-
ceives itself. The rhetoric of deterrence 
is less about external threats and more 
about maintaining an internal narra-
tive of strength and invincibility, en-
suring that the image of Israeli power 
remains intact in the collective psyche 
of its own society.

The article first appeared on Mondoweiss.

On July 31, Ismail Haniyeh, the chairman of the political bureau of Hamas, was assassinated in Tehran, the Iranian capital, just hours after attending the inaugura-
tion ceremony of newly elected Iranian president Masoud Pezeshkian. This event sent political shockwaves across the world. Haniyeh was one of the early founding 
members of Hamas and served as the prime minister of Palestine in Gaza from 2006 to 2014. Since the outbreak of the war between Israel and Gaza/Hamas, he 
remained a key figure in pushing for a cease-fire plan, involving many regional countries such as Turkey, Egypt, and Qatar. Although viewed by some as a hardliner, 
many experts considered him a moderate voice within Hamas.
His assassination sends a clear message to the world that Israel and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are not interested in any cease-fire or political solution 
to the Gaza conflict. Since the October 7 attacks, Israel has killed more than 40,000 Palestinians, and 2 million people in Gaza have been internally displaced. The 
routine targeting of children, women, schools, and hospitals highlights the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The international community had pushed hard for 
a peace truce and cease-fire in Gaza, but the killing of Haniyeh has destroyed the entire foundation of the cease-fire process.

Palestinians attend a protest after the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran, in Ramallah in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
on July 31, 2024.
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