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Sardasht, a Kurdish oasis of
culture and natural wonders

C Iranica Desk )

Sardasht, sits at an altitude of
1,510 meters above sea level
and is one of the Kurdish cities
in the southern part of West
Azarbaijan Province. Sardasht
liesatazeroborder point, shar-
ing a 100-kilometer border
withIraq.

Nestled in a mountainous and
forested region at the foothills of
Mount Gardesur, the city is sup-
plied with water from a spring
fed by thismountainand the sur-
roundingpeaks. Thelocalinhab-
itants of Sardasht are primarily
Kurds, and the city features bor-
der markets like Kileh, Qasem
Rosh, and Ashkan, which play a
crucial role in the export of do-
mesticproducts.

While some residents work in
these border markets, only the
Kileh market operates official-
ly and continuously; the others
are not always open, and ac-
cess routes may be periodical-
ly closed. Consequently, many
businesses have shifted towards
agriculture, animal husbandry,
oremploymentinbrickKkilns.
Agriculture and animal hus-
bandry in Sardasht remain tra-
ditionaland arenotmechanized.
Theregion’s climaticconditions,
rugged terrain, and mountain-
ous climate mean most farmers
primarily cultivate rain-fed le-
gumes, wheat, and grains. Addi-
tionally, the cultivation of both
red and brown varieties of su-
maciscommon.

Sardasht is well-known for its
agricultural and horticultural
produce, withmanylocals plant-
ing grapevines on the slopes of
the mountains or their farm-
land. Alongside the famed black
grapes of Sardasht, the honey
from this area also enjoys great
popularity, prompting beekeep-
ing to be a significant profession
in addition to horticulture. De-
spite these opportunities, the
residents face numerous chal-
lenges, including a lack of infra-
structure, underdevelopment,
and limited communication
with neighboring cities, result-
ing in a less favorable economic
situation.

With an 8,000-year history and
rich civilization, Sardashtboasts
pristine and unique natural
beauty. Archaeological remains

Bisotoun Bathhouse

from 3,000-year-old civiliza-
tions have also been discovered
in the area, now housed in mu-
seums across Iran. Previously
knownas “Nizeh Rou” before the
arrival of Islam, this historical
site included five strong towers
and walls, remnants of which
still existtoday. Many significant
historical aspects and artifacts
in the region remain undiscov-
ered.Sardashtishometoseveral
touristattractions thatdraw nu-
merous visitors, a few of which
are highlighted below.

Bisotoun Bathhouse

The historical Bisotoun Bath-
house datesbackto the Qajar dy-
nasty and was commissioned by
Aziz Khan Mokri, the then-com-
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mander-in-chief of the Iranian
army during the reign of Naser
al-Din Shah. Urged by his sister
to construct this structure, the
bathhouse is located near what
was previously the of Elias Aqa
Caravanserai. It remained in
publicuse until afewyearsago.

Following the construction of
a new bathhouse, the Bisotoun
Bathhouse underwent resto-
ration in 2016 under the super-
vision of the Cultural Heritage
Organization. The restoration
included modifications to the
dome, repairs to the interior
walls, reconstruction of the tiled
roof, and updates to electrical
and mechanical installations,
alongside the manufacturing
of wooden doors. Featuring all

traditional bathing spaces, the
Bisotoun Bathhouse was regis-
tered as a national heritage site
inlranonJuly 19,1998.

Kani Gravan

Mineral Spring

The KaniGravan Mineral Springis
classified as a cold mineral spring.
Its carbonated and non-potable
water is beneficial for treating
various skin diseases, jointissues,
and rheumatism due to benefi-
cial mineral salts. Adjacent to this
spring is a sedimentary mass ris-
ing 16 meters, formed over time
from carbonated and calcareous
salts. This colorful sedimentary
rock, showcasing stunning stria-
tions in shades of yellow, orange,
cream, white, and brown, attracts
many tourists, especiallyinspring
and summer.

The Kani Gravan Spring flows
from the ground and travels ap-
proximately 30 meters, leaving
behind minerals that continu-
ously increase the sedimentary
mass volume.

Shalmash Waterfall

The Shalmash Waterfall, located
10 kilometers south of Sardasht
near Shalmash village, is one of
the area’s scenic attractions.
This waterfall, originating from
the Zab River, creates a beautiful
pool at the valley’s base where
swimming is prohibited. The
name Shalmash, meaning large
stone slab in Kurdish, refers to
the large rock from which the
water cascades.

Shalmash consists of three wa-
terfalls, with the first being ac-
cessible and visible just above
the parking area. The other
two waterfalls are located fur-
ther down the valley and can be
reached by descending stairs
built into the rocky mountain-
side. Access to these waterfalls
is safe for all visitors, despite the
400 steps and protective barri-
ersinplace.

The Shalmash Waterfall is full
and roaring during spring, but
its water volume decreases as
summer approaches. The area
remains cool until the end of
May, making the best time to
visit from the latter half of May
through mid-autumn. The Shal-
mash Waterfall has also been
registered as a natural heritage
siteinlran.

Tracing the legacy of the Elamite Civilization in Seymareh

The ancient city of Seymareh
is located in Seymareh Valley,
south of a river that shares its
name and north of Kabirkuh,
within what is now Darreh
Shahr in Ilam Province. It is
believed to be the same city
known as Madakto during the
Elamite civilization, later re-
ferred to as Mehregan Kadak
and Seymareh. Historical texts
describe Seymareh as a vibrant
city featuring two fortresses,
but it fell into ruin and became
uninhabited approximately a
thousand years ago; some his-
torians attribute this decline to
asignificantearthquake.

The first archaeologist to visit
Seymareh was Sir Henry Raw-
linson, who conducted an expe-
dition at the site in 1836, con-
sidering it to have belonged to
the Sassanid dynasty. In 1891,
Jaques de Morgan explored
the site and identified it as the

ancient city of Madakto. Aurel
Stein made further attempts to
explore Seymarehin1936.

The remains of the histori-
cal city spread over an area of
approximately 120 hectares,
making it the largest archaeo-
logical site in western Iran. One
notable section is Tappeh Pam-
il, discoveredin 1983 CE, which
is the highest point of the city
dating back to the Sassanid dy-
nasty and was damaged during
an earthquake. Throughout
the city, remnants of Sassanid
bridges, structures, fortifica-
tions, and ruins can be found.
During an expedition in 2005,
archaeologists uncovered 246
ancient artifacts and structures
from the Neolithic era and be-
yond. A subsequent expedition
in 2011 revealed an additional 30
hectares of land, now known as
Barzqavaleh, which also showed
evidence ofastrongearthquake.

Another significant area,
ShahneshinSikan,spans20hect-
ares and contains artifacts from
the Achaemenid to Sassanid pe-

riods. Othernotablesitesinclude
YuzhandarIl; Tapeh Tapeh; Dej-e
Chubineh; and Cham Nemesht,
which features a nearby Chahr-

taq; as well as Tappe Qaleh Gol,
surrounded by the remnants of
twelve towers. Alongside these
archaeological structures, nu-
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merous handmade artifacts and
pottery have been excavated, en-
richingourunderstandingofthis
ancientcivilization.



