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Russian security chief:

Haniyeh's Assassins Seek
to Stoke Rec |onal Tensions

7©

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Securii‘y
Council Ali Akbar Ahmadian (1) shakes hands with
visiting Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei
Shoigu in Tehran on August 5, 2024.
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‘The Breath’
stands as finalist
at Italian festival

Russian delegation’s
dual-purpose visit
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EXCLUSIVE -
A high-ranking delegation, headed by re f B a q e r l

Russian Security Council’s Secretary Ser-

gei Shoigu, \_/isited '_l"ehrar_l _yesterday_ to £ Tehran, ASh gab at

hold talks with Iranian officials. The visit tO m a e

can be assessed from two perspectives: 3 3

the bilateral relations bet\I/)veerE) Tehran m 0V1 ng fro m m 1 Stru St to
and Moscow, and regional developments = =

and tensions between Iran and Israel. ' : : Co0 p eratl on
Iran and Russia have extensive relations a e WO n O I

and cooperation. Over the past year, one i
of the important topics between them = 5
has been an agreement on comprehen-

sive cooperation, which is almost ready h 1 S tO r l n
for signing. Thus, the groundwork for

its signing should be prepared on both
sides. It is likely that this visit will pave L

the way for the signing of this document. a r 1 S 6 o
The document is based on the extensive

cooperation that the two countries have
developed over the past few years. Teh-
ran and Moscow’s collaboration used to
be predominantly economic and limit-
ed, but in the past three to four years,
their cooperation has taken on new di-
mensions, especially since the previous
restrictions were lifted after Russia was
targeted by Western sanctions, giving
the two nations more leeway to foster
their partnership.

There is speculation that a new govern-
ment in Iran may lead to a shift in the
level of relations and cooperation, pos-
sibly resulting in a decline. However, the
.coop.era.tion document Page8 >
is a significant aspect of

the bilateral relationship that remains
unaffected by changes in governments.
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Investment
opportunities
expo to

be held in
September

Iran’s Investment Oppor-
tunities Exhibition will be
held in Tehran on Septem-
ber 26-28.

A sum of 80 countries will
participate in the exhibi-
tion, said Deputy Head of
the Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran (TPOI)
Mahmoud Bazari, as report-
ed by Tasnim News Agency.
In the exhibition, a new
model of Iran’s foreign
trade and investment will
be introduced to foreign
investors.

Investors from neighboring
states, China, Russia, India,
Southeast Asian nations,
African and Latin American
countries, Spain and Italy
will take part in the event.

Bitcoin
tumbles below
$50,000 for
the first time
since February

The price of bitcoin sank
more than 15% on Monday
to $50,193.00, according to
Coin Metrics, and is on pace
for its worst day since June
2022. At one point, it fell to
$49,111.10, its lowest level
since Feb. 13. Bitcoin has
lost nearly 15% since Sat-
urday. A week ago, on July
20, it climbed as high as
$69,982, CNBC reported.
“Thirty percent slumps,
as scary as they are, are
par for the course during
bull markets and it's en-
couraging bitcoin bounced
back above $50,000,” said
Nexo co-founder Antoni
Trenchev. “But make no
mistake, we are in a choppy,
volatile market environ-
ment ... the moment to turn
bullish will be when bitcoin
retakes its 200-day moving
average, which typically
tells us if we are in a bull or
bear market, at $61,500.”
Ether losses were even
steeper. The crypto as-
set dropped almost 19%
to $2,211.83, bringing its
three-day loss to 24% and
erasing its 2024 gain.
Crypto stocks were among
the hardest hit. Coinbase
took a 19% dip, while Mi-
croStrategy slid 26%. Min-
ing stocks suffered dou-
ble-digit losses, too.

The moves follow a broad-
er market sell-off that began
last week, when a weak-
er-than-anticipated July
jobs report renewed inves-
tor fears of a recession. The
tech-heavy Nasdaq Com-
posite entered a correc-
tion. Japan stocks entered
a bear market Monday after
plunging more than 12%
overnight, its worst one-day
sell-off since 1987.

Efficient PBO can solve Iran’s
problems: Pezeshkian

President Masoud Pezeshkian
said the Plan and Budget Organi-
zation (PBO) has great importance
in Iran’s executive system, de-
scribing the PBO as the master-
mind of the country’s executive
system, which, if effective, will
solve the country’s problems.
Speaking at the induction cere-
mony of the PBO head on Mon-
day, Pezeshkian referred to PBO’s
online monitoring of the budget
spending of various institutions,
noting that the organization is
also tasked with formulating the
budget in terms of the country’s
income with an eye on the needs
based on prioritization, accord-
ing to Borna News.

The president also emphasized
the importance of using young
and elite forces as well as hold-
ing regular training courses to
improve the knowledge of man-
agers and experts of the PBO.
On Sunday, Pezeshkian appoint-
ed Hamid Pourmohammadi as
Vice President and Head of the
PBO.

In a decree, President Pezeshki-
an tasked Pourmohammadi with
pursuing the objectives of Iran’s
Twenty-Year Vision Document,
the general policies approved
by Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, and the five-year de-
velopment plan.

A2 39950 lpd oyl jlus s

President Masoud Pezeshkian (c)
shakes hands with Head of Plan
and Budget Organization Hamid
Pourmohammadi in Tehran
after granting his decree

on August 5, 2024.

@ president.ir

Born in 1967, Pourmohammadi
holds a PhD in economics from
the University of Tehran, and
has been the deputy of econom-

ic affairs and coordination of
the PBO, the deputy of produc-
tion affairs of the organization
as well as the deputy of the Cen-

tral Bank of Iran, and the deputy
of banking affairs of the Minis-
try of Economy, and the deputy
of planning, administrative and

financial affairs of the gover-
nor of Chaharmahal and Bakh-
tiari Province in southwestern
Iran.

Iran to help develop
Venezuela's petchem

industry

An important document was
signed in 2023 between Teh-
ran and Caracas, according
to which Iranian experts will
help development of Venezu-
ela’s petchem industry, said a
member of board of directors
of Petroéleos de Venezuela (pD-
VSA).

Speaking on the sidelines of
the 15th Iran Petrochemical
Forum on Sunday, Eduar-
do Fernandez added that as
many as 15 Venezuelans have
come to Shiraz in southern
Iran to be trained in project
management, reported Tas-
nim News Agency.
“Venezuela has faced the
intensification of sanctions
since 2015, and we found it
possible to rebuild the econ-
omy by cooperating with our
partners, as one of the most
important trading partners of
Venezuela is Iran, and in the
field of restoring petrochemi-
cals, solving problems and de-
veloping it, a very good coop-

REUTERS

eration with Iran has begun,”
he noted.

It is necessary to introduce
Venezuela’s petrochemical ca-
pacities to Iranians, Fernan-
dez said, adding that we have
a motto that “teamwork is a
guarantee of victory”, so we
have started the teamwork
with the powerful country of
Iran.

Meanwhile, Iranian Ambassa-
dor to China has urged Iran’s
petrochemical industry to use
the opportunity of Chinese in-
vestment in other countries.
Mohsen Bakhtiar said on
Sunday that China seeks to
facilitate the investment of
Chinese companies in other
countries, which is a good
opportunity for Iran’s petro-
chemical industry to use the
capacity.

China is a strategic partner of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and bilateral relations with
the country will continue, the
envoy noted.

Envoy elucidates Iran-Russia
monetary agreement

Iranian Ambassador to Moscow
Kazem Jalali has in an interview
with IRNA elaborated on the de-
tails of a monetary agreement be-
tween Iran and Russia.

In the framework of the agree-
ment, in the next month or so,
Iranians will be able to receive
rubles from Russian ATMs with
their bank cards connected to the
Shetab Banking System, and in the
final step, in the first half of 2025,
they will also be able to buy from
Russian stores, Jalali told IRNA.
Over the past two years, regular
discussions in the monetary and
banking sector were held between
the banking officials of Iran and
the Russian Federation, and the
joint working group of the central
banks of the two countries held
consecutive meetings in this re-
gard, he added.

Tehran and Moscow should solve
monetary and banking issues, he
said, adding that very important
steps were taken to solve these is-
sues in the last two years. The mes-
sengers of banks of the two coun-
tries are also connected, he noted.
According to Jalali, Iran and Russia

also established brokerage rela-
tions last year, and some of the Ira-
nian and Russian banks have been
able to have brokerage relations.
The opening of these accounts is
important because it enables the
banks of the two countries to work
with each other, he said.

Iran plans to link Chabahar Port
to key railway network

Iran’s Minister of Roads and Urban
Development said Chabahar Port
(Shahid Beheshti Port) in south-
eastern Iran will be connected to
the Chabahar-Zahedan Railway by
the end of the current Iranian year
(March 2025).

In a post on his official X account
on Monday, Mehrdad Bazrpash
said the strategic north-south
Chabahar-Zahedan Railway will be
linked to Shahid Beheshti Transit
and International Port of Chaba-
har, IRNA reported.

Back in May, Bazrpash said that In-
dia had been developing Chabahar
on Iran’s southeastern coast along
the Gulf of Oman to facilitate the
transfer of goods to Iran, Afghan-
istan and Central Asian countries

as an alternative to the port of Ka-
rachi and Gwadar in rival Pakistan.
He made those remarks after sign-
ing a contract with India to devel-
op the port of Chabahar.

Bazrpash said he had proposed a

plan to Indian officials to launch a
joint shipping company between
Iran and India to expand transit
routes in the region, adding, “This
proposal will be officially present-
ed soon.”

IRNA
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Cultural legacy of rice bread

in Tamij
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Since the production of rice in
Gilan Province, the baking of
various types of bread using rice
flour has become widespread.
Local breads are considered
an intangible heritage in every
province. In 2021, the tradition-
al process of making dry rice
bread, known as Tamijan, was
registered on Iran’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage List,boastinga
history of over 150 years. A year
later, the Tamijan Rice Bread
Festival was held in Divshal vil-
lage, the largest producer of this
type ofbread in Gilan Province.
Currently, Talesh Mahalleh in
Langrud and Tamijan village in
Rudsar, near the city of Amol,
are also known for producing
this bread. However, the mass
production of Tamijan in recent
years has led to a shift from tra-
ditional methods to a semi-tra-
ditionalapproachintheseareas,
asreported by ISNA.

Divshal village, nestled in the
mountains, has over 120 house-
holds. Visitors to this pictur-
esque locale will notice that
most homes display signs indi-
cating the availability of Tamijan
bread. As you stroll through the

P

village, you'll see that the heat
and humidity haven’t deterred
the women from working. Many
doors are open, inviting visitors
to observe the bread-making
processup close.

Most women in Divshal learned
the traditional bread-baking
methods from their mothers
and grandmothers during their
teenage years. While the women
are responsible for the baking,
the men handle sales and dis-
tribution in local markets and

anvillag

shops of Gilan Province.

The mountain overlooking
Divshal village is often referred
to as “Ata Kuh,” with this name
prominently featured in adver-
tisements and business cards.
Inside aworkshop,ayoungwom-
an rolls out Tamijan breads be-
side the cast-iron ovens, her face
flushed from the heat. She shares
thatshelearnedthebakingmeth-
od from her mother-in-lawatage
19, shortly after her marriage.
Now, she has been baking Tami-

janbread for over 10years.

“In the past, we baked bread
traditionally without gas; we
used firewood and kneaded
the dough by hand. Now, most
households have dough knead-
ing machines and use machines
for spreading the dough,” she
explains.

“Currently, this rice bread pro-
ductionismyfamily’sonlysource
of income. I knead between 15
to 30 kilograms of rice flour dai-
ly, and after baking, my husband
sellsthe bread in Rashtand Kuch-
esfahan. We also have a few regu-
lar customers who sell the bread
instores.Salestendtobelowerin
summerthaninwinter”

Niloufar Pourbabaei, another
young woman who learned tra-
ditional Tamijan bread baking

from her grandmother, has trans-
formed her home’s parking lot
into a production workshop, bak-
ing 70 kilograms daily. Reflecting
on the history of Tamijan bread in
Divshal,shenotes,“Thisbread has
beenbaked forover150years.Ini-
tially, the people of Divshal baked
it,and later those from Talesh Ma-
hallehlearnedaswell”
Pourbabaei believes the origin
of dry rice bread in Gilan Prov-
ince is Tamijan village, adding,
“Perhaps the people of Divshal
learned from the residents of
thatvillage.”

Despite the significant distance
between Divshal and Tami-
jan, villagers recall that about
13 years ago, Rasoul Alizadeh
established a semi-industrial
workshop for producing dry

gashtogozarnews.ir

Tamijan bread. Locals believe
this type of bread may have orig-
inally been baked in Tamijan
butbecame less common. It was
only after observing practices in
Divshal thatthe firstbread-mak-
ing workshop was re-estab-
lished in Tamijan.
Acknowledging the history
of Tamijan village is crucial. It
thrived during the reign of the
Kayanian dynasty (before the Safa-
vids), and the largest brick bridge
in Gilan Province, constructed by
MirzaAliKia, still stands today.
Rasoul Alizadeh, who founded
Tamijan’s first dry rice bread
workshop, asserts that this type
of bread originated in Tamijan
village, with residents of Divshal
adopting it as a result of migra-
tion.

Gohar Tappeh,
a window into ancient life in northern Iran

Gohar Tappeh is a significant
ancient site located in the
Mazandaran Province of north-
ern Iran. Found in Behshabhr, it
is approximately 2km north-
west of Rostamkola and about
30km from the city of Sari. This
ancient site is nestled in a plain
surrounded by lush forests and
mountains to the south.

The history of Gohar Tappeh
traces back to the ancient peo-
ple who initially dwelled in the
caves of Mazandaran Province.
Over time, these communities
transitioned from cave dwell-
ers to settlers in the Gohar Tap-
pehregion. During the Neolith-
icera,rurallife flourishedinthe
area, and by the Bronze Age, it
began evolving into a more ur-
banized settlement.
Throughout various geologi-
cal periods, numerous caves

formed in this vicinity, provid-
ing habitats for early inhabi-
tants. Gohar Tappeh stands out
as one of Iran’s notable ancient
settlements, linked to the Cop-

perand Stone Ages. [ts strategic
location among ancient valleys
and caves—such as Hoto Cave,
Kamarband Cave, and Kumis-
han Cave—enhances its his-

torical significance. The abun-
dance of water sources, forests,
coastlines,and favorable condi-
tions contributed to the area’s
gradual development. By the

rantripedia.com

Bronze Age, Gohar Tappeh had
transformed into a substantial
city covering approximately fif-
ty hectares.

Excavations at Gohar Tappeh

have uncovered a wealth of
artifacts spanning the Copper,
Stone, and Bronze Ages. These
include a diverse array of pot-
tery, bronze items, seals, dec-
orative pieces, and weaponry
such as bayonets and daggers.
Noteworthy finds also encom-
pass pointed pendants, neck-
laces, bracelets, stone beads,
figurines of animals and hu-
mans, and several examples of
spindlesand clay discs.

The architectural discoveries at
Gohar Tappeh indicate the use
of bricks and stones in construc-
tion, often enhanced by wooden
beams and reeds. A variety of
stone tools — including blades,
chips, and mortars —have also
been excavated, highlighting
their use for harvesting grains,
cutting plants and meat, and
grindingwheatand other grains.
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Head of joint chamber of commerce in exclusive interview

Tehran, Ashgabat moving
from mistrust to cooperation

Pezeshkian should take privatization seriously

By Sadeq Dehqan &
Amir Mollaee Mozaffari

INTERVIEW

In recent years, relations between
Iran and Turkmenistan, especially
in the economic sector, have gone
through their fair share of ups and
downs. After things turned cold due
to the gas dispute, it’s encouraging
to see relations expanding once
more, with an increase in the level of
trade exchanges promising a bright
future.

The two countries share over a thou-
sand kilometers of common border.
Following Turkmenistan’s inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union in
1991, Iran was quick to recognize its
sovereignty, and from there, the two
nations built strong economic ties
in areas such as transportation and
energy.

Turkmenistan haslong been Iran’s
most important export destina-
tion in Central Asia, and the trade
volume between the two has been
the largest in the region. In 2009,
approximately 100 industrial
projects were either built or un-
der construction in Turkmenistan
with Iran’s assistance, showcasing
their commitment to economic co-
operation.

However, a long-standing dispute
over gas transfers cast a shad-
ow over this relationship. The gas
trade between the two countries
began in 1997 with a 25-year con-
tract. Things took a turn in 2007
when Turkmenistan demanded
a steep price increase, which was
eventually moderated due to push-
back from Iranian officials. Despite
this hiccup, relations remained sta-
ble until 2013. In 2017, Turkmeni-
stan halted its gas exports to Iran
due to accumulated debts. That
same year, it was revealed that
Turkmenistan owed $1.8 billion for
gas delivered to Tehran. Iran’s de-
lay in payment was due to a change
in the settlement method with the
Turkmen side, shifting from barter-
ing to cash, which proved challeng-
ing due to US-imposed sanctions.
The fallout from the Turkmen gas
cutoff affected other commercial
fields as well.

However, since the inauguration of
Iran’s late president Ebrahim Raisi
in 2021, there has been a flurry of
diplomatic activity and cooperation
across various sectors, leading to
improvedrelations. The currentvol-
ume of exchanges stands at approxi-
mately $500 million. Experts believe
that the exchange capacity between
the two nations is much higher and
that the new government’s focus
on empowering the private sector
and reducing the impact of Western
sanctions could significantly boost
trade.

Iran Daily conducted an exclusivein-
terview with Ramezan Bahrami, the
head of the Iran-Turkmenistan Joint
Chamber of Commerce, to discuss
the current state and future pros-
pects of trade exchanges between
thetwo countries.
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IRAN DAILY: First, could
you outline the current
trade situation between
Iranand Turkmenistan?

BAHRAMI: In the last two
to three years, the govern-
ment of president Raisi really
picked up the pace and fos-
tered good cooperation with
Turkmenistan, taking things
forward in a way that out-
shines the previous Iranian

government. During the Rou-
hani government, relations
hitalow pointwhen the Turk-
men government filed a com-
plaint with the International
Court of Justice in The Hague
over a gas dispute. Dialogue
and negotiations broke down,
and the situation escalated
when the other side resorted
to using force. In fact, the level
of relations between the two

Turkmenistan’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs Rashid
Meredov (L) congratulates
Iran’s new President
Masoud Pezeshkian on his
election and inauguration
on July 30, 2024.
president.ir

countries was at its lowest
point in 30 years before the
Raisigovernmentsteppedin.
However, since the late pres-
ident took office, things have
taken a turn for the better.
The then-president’s visit
to Turkmenistan and the re-
ciprocal visits by Turkmen
officialshelpedresettherela-
tionship. Discussions on gas
swaps resumed, and trades

Head of the Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Chamber of Commerce Ramezan Bahrami (2nd-L) meets with
Turkmen and Iranian businessmen on the sidelines of the Iran EXPO 2024 event.
otaghiranonline.ir

Were there no weak points
inthe previous government
whenitcametocommercial
and economiccooperation?
I want to emphasize that
despite the strides made by

the Raisi government in fos-
tering better relations with
neighboring countries, the
existing laws and regulations
pertaining to trade and the
business environment hin-

dered the success of these
efforts. Customs regulations,
currency obligations, and
banking requirements, for
example, significantly ham-
pered the operational and ex-

acrossthebordersflourished
once more. The appointment
of an active and knowledge-
able ambassador to Turk-
menistan signaled a shift,and
it's clear that the president’s
government has a particu-
lar focus on fostering good
relations with neighboring
countries. Given these posi-
tive steps, the previous gov-
ernment certainly deserves

ecutive power of merchants.
It's important to recognize
that the current trade vol-
ume between Iran and Turk-
menistan largely stems from
the initiatives of the private
sector, with border residents
and businesspersons in
border provinces playing a
pivotal role. Our trade is not
structured optimally, and the
private sector’s resilience is
largely responsible for main-
taining the current exchange
levels. Government direc-
tives, regulations, and incen-
tives fall short when it comes
to adequately supporting the
private sector.

Letme provide anillustration.
Even when our agricultural
products are at risk of perish-
ing in fields, there aren’t any
regulations in place that al-
low businessmen to sell them
in foreign markets without
the burden of foreign curren-
cy obligations. Even when a

Ramezan Bahrami

credit for its efforts in devel-
oping trade with Turkmeni-
stan.
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productissurplusto the farm-
er’s needs, he is told that the
foreign currency he gets for
selling it in foreign markets
mustbe returned to the coun-
try immediately. This is true
even when exchanges occur
amicably between business-
men from both countries, and
it may take time to recoup the
currency.

In light of this, I believe that
while Raisi made commend-
able efforts to develop foreign
relations, particularly with
Turkmenistan, the actions
of government agencies in-
volved in this work, from the
banking system to the Agri-
cultural Organization, under-
mined these initiatives. For
instance, delays of five to 10
daysinissuingexportlicenses
by the Ministry of Agriculture,
which does happen, can lead
toadecline in product quality
and ultimately, its destruc-
tion.

T LR X T T T TR TR PP PP RS TTT T LPPPPPRRSTTRTLH |




+

Iran Daily = Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024

e0ccccc0c00c000000000000

/;

® 0600000000000 0000000000000000000000

Iranian and Turkmen companies showcase their capabilities at the Specialized Economic Exhibition of the Islamic Republic of

Iran in the Turkmen capital of Ashgabat in November 2023.
turkmenistan.gov.tm

One of the promises made by Pezeshkian
in the field of economics is to solve the FATF
problem and foster Iran’s membership in this
financial group. In your opinion, how import-
antisthisissue?

Iran joining FATF holds no drawbacks for me as
a businessman, and I believe most businessmen
and those with economic knowledge consider it
anecessary step for the country. FATF has creat-

i

How would you assess the future of economic
exchanges between Iran and Turkmenistan
during the new presidential term?

The trend of economic exchanges and coop-
eration between the two countries has been
positive thanks to the policies of the previous
government. If this momentum is maintained
and improved, we could see a significant leap
forward because Turkmenistan has also consis-
tently demonstrated a willingness to cooperate
with us. Enhancing communication and resolv-
ing differences through joint commissions, with
theinvolvementofthe private sector, will be cru-
cialin fostering stronger ties. The private sector

ed an economic order and has made the banking
system accountable. Therefore, the private sec-
tor doesn’t view our potential membership as an
obstacle because financial transparency is a fun-
damental principle in economics. Even currently,
businessmen in our country are subject to audits.
However, those seeking rent-seeking opportuni-
ties may oppose joining FATF as it would put an
endto their exploitative practices.
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Iranian Minister of Transport and Urban Development Mehrdad Bazrpash (L) and Turkmen Minister of Foreign

Affairs Rashid Meredov hold up signed cooperation documents and agreements worth $900 million, in Ashgabat,

Turkmenistan, on November 18, 2023.
IRNA

must play a central role in planning and shap-
ing a suitable economic groundwork. Given the
slogans advocated by Pezeshkian, I anticipate a
growing trend in economic exchanges with re-
gional countries, including Turkmenistan.

Over the last five years, the financial turnover in
trade between Iran and Turkmenistan has exhib-
ited strong growth, increasing from $130 million
to $480 million. With the initiatives and policies
implemented in the current Iranian calendar
(started March 20, 2024), if the Iranian government
successfully addresses existing obstacles, a ten-
fold increase in the volume of exchanges within
thenextfive yearsiswithinreach.
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Special Issue
[ran-Turkmenistan Ties: Obstacles, Opportunities

The photo shows decorations of the inauguration ceremony for a new gas pipeline link between Iran and Turkmenistan.
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M Whatsteps mustbe takentoachieve this
goal of enhancing the level of exchang-

First, it’s imperative to fully address and
repair the damage inflicted on the level
of economic cooperation between the
two countries due to past issues and dif-
ferences. Implementing sufficient over-
sight of the trade with Turkmenistan is
also crucial. Previously, there was a lack
of structurally and systematically sound
methods, resulting in instances where
low-quality goods were sent by Turk-
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As a businessman in the private sector,
whatmessage would youlike to convey?

AFP

What steps can the new
government take to facili-
tate trade?

One area that wasn’t given
sufficient attention in the
previous government was
the private sector. It wasn’t
taken seriously at all when it
came to business equations.
This issue was evident in the
relationship with chambers
of commerce, and during
this period, communication
between the government
and the private sector was
severed. The appointment of
inefficient and non-special-
ist officials further strained
the relationship between the
publicand private sectors.
The new government, led
by President Pezeshkian,
should avoid making the
same mistake. The govern-
ment ought to focus on pol-
icymaking in the realm of

commercial and econom-
ic cooperation with other
countries, leaving the im-
plementation to the private
sector and chambers of
commerce. If the new gov-
ernment wants to veer away
from the mistakes of the
past, it should actively in-
volve the private sector and
limit its own role in policy-
making.

In recent years, some execu-
tive bodies have demonstrat-
ed a reluctance to relinquish
any of their powers to the pri-
vate sector, even though the
private sector is more than
capable of handling these
responsibilities. There has
beenalotoftalkaboutdown-
sizing and streamlining the
government, but in practice,
it has become more bloated,
exhausted, and numb. By let-
ting the private sector taking

by
it

the lead in implementation,
the government should al-
ways be the one to ask ques-
tions and communicate its
expectations to the private
sector, not the other way
around.

Initially, it might be chal-
lenging for the government
to relinquish some of its
powers in commercial mat-
ters, especially concerning
neighboring countries, to
the private sector. Howev-
er, the reality is that certain
economic issues, including
the appointment of our eco-
nomic consultants abroad,
should be handled by the
private sector. By handing
over these responsibilities,
the government should fo-
cus on bigger-picture issues
and not get bogged down in
the day-to-day execution of
foreign trade.
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Managing Director of National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) Majid Chegeni (2nd-L) talks with Deputy Chairman
of the Turkmengas State Concern Murad Archaev (2nd-R) on the sidelines of the 28th Iran International Oil, Gas,
Refining and Petrochemical Exhibition (Iran Oil Show 2024) in Tehran on May 11, 2024.

SHANA

men-Iranian traders as well as Iranian
traders to the other side, undermining
the credibility of our exports. Moving
forward, we should focus on mitigating
the negative impact of sanctions on the
country’s trade and economy and issue
fewer sudden directives. For example, we
witnessed times when the trade of one
product becomes suddenly allowed in
Iran, only to be suddenly forbidden lat-
er. These kinds of things disrupted the
markets we painstakingly created for our
products, losing them to our competitors.
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of our country. We don’t concern ourselves
with the political affiliations or ideologies

/

Movingforward,
weshouldfocuson
mitigatingthe negative impact
ofsanctionsonthecountry’s
tradeandeconomyandissue
fewersuddendirectives. For
example,wewitnessedtimes
whenthetradeofone product
becomessuddenlyallowed

&

inlran,onlyto besuddenly
forbidden later. These kinds of
thingsdisruptedthe markets
we painstakingly created for
ourproducts, losingthemto
ourcompetitors.

For businessmen like myself, political ide-
ologies, whether fundamentalist or reform-
ist, don’t factor into our work. We remain
committed to fostering economic coopera-
tion with the government, regardless of its
political leanings. The only exception we
make is in our refusal to engage in business
with the Israeli regime. Our sole consider-
ation is advancing the economic interests

of officials or fellow businessmen. Our per-
spective is that we should fulfill our duties
assoldiersontheeconomicfront,strivingto
improve thelives of our people and enhance
the country’s exports and production. In my
opinion, if we as businessmen become en-
tangled in partisan politics, we risk losing
focus, which is the biggest harm to the pri-
vate sector.

Iranian-made automobiles are put on display at the Specialized
Economic Exhibition of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
Turkmen capital of Ashgabat in November 2023.
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Asian U18 Volleyball Championship:

Iran undone by China in the final

C Sports Desk )

Iran had to settle for a run-
ner-up finish in the Asian
U18 Volleyball Champion-
ship after a five-set defeat
against China in Riffa, Bah-
rain.

Fresh from a straight-set
victory over defending
champion Japan in the
semifinals, Adel Gholami’s
boys got off to flying start
in Sunday’s showdown to
win the first set 25-23 be-
fore the Chinese bounced
back to come out on top in
the second and third sets
by 25-17 and 25-19 score-
lines.

Iran still managed to force
the contest into the de-
cider thanks to a fourth-
set 25-20 win, but China
clinched a 15-10 triumph
in the tie-breaker to repeat
the five-set win against its
opponent earlier in the

en title in 15 editions of
the competition.

This was a second succes-
sive silver medal for Iran,
which remains the most
decorated under-18 team
in the continent with sev-
en trophies.

Gholami said “a virus
swept through the Iranian
camp in recent days, which
is why some players could
not unleash their best in
the final”

“My players still deserve
credit for the decent per-
formance, but the Chinese
were better than us in
many aspects of the game,
namely attack and recep-
tion. This China team was
truly the best I've seen
from the country in the
age-group competitions
over the past 20 years,”
added the former Iranian
middle blocker.

The result came after the
Iranian under-20 side had

beaten South Korea in
straight sets in Surabaya,
Indonesia, last Tuesday for
arecord-extending eighth
Asian crown.

Earlier on Sunday, Paki-
stan walked away with
a first-ever medal in the
competition following a
stunning 3-0 (25-13, 25-
21, 25-17) victory over
Japan.

There was some consola-
tion for the Iranian boys as
three members of the team
were among the winners
of the individual awards.
Mohammad-Amin Ra-
himi shared the best out-
side-hitter award with
China’s Yu Xiang, while
Mohammad-Nima Bateni
was named the joint best
middle blocker - alongside
Jabran Jabran of Pakistan
- and Mohammad-Amin
Arabyarmohammadi
picked up the prize for best
libero.

group phase a win a maid-

MOHAMMAD-JAVAD AMINI/volleyball.ir

Iranian ref Bageri to make
taekwondo history in Paris

C Sports Desk )

Ma’soumeh Baqeri will
make history when the
taekwondo event of the
Paris Olympics get under-
way on Wednesday as she
will be the first Iranian fe-
male referee of the sport
to ever officiate in the
Games.

Bageri, who holds a mas-
ter’s degree in biochem-
istry, was picked for the

sporting extravaganza
by the international tae-
kwondo governing body
following consistent ap-
pearances in major global
tournaments, including
last year’s WT Grand Slam
Champions Series in Wuxi,
China, where she was
named as the Best Referee.
Baqeri will be among a
group of 26 refs (13 men and
13 women) in Paris.

Her fellow-Iranian female

referee Marjan Taymouri
has also been selected for
the taekwondo compe-
titions of the upcoming
Paralympic Games - start-
ing August 29 in the French
capital’s Grand Palais.

Iran will be represented
by four athletes in the tae-
kwondo contests of Olym-
pics.

A gold medalist in last
year’s World Champion-
ships, Nahid Kiani will be

looking to become only
the second Iranian girl to
claim a medal in the 128-
year history of the Games
- following Rio 2016
bronze medalist Kimia Al-
izadeh - when taking part
in Thursday’s -57kg event,
while Mobina Ne'matza-
deh (women'’s -49kg), Mehran
Barkhrodari (men’s -80kg),
and Arian Salimi (men’s
80kg) will also fancy their
chances of Olympic glory.

BBC - US sprint star Noah
Lyles won the Olympic 100m
title by five-thousandths of a
second from Jamaica’s Kishane
Thompson in a dramatic photo
finish at Paris 2024.

Showman Lyles overhauled his
rivals in the second half of the
race to triumph by the finest
of margins in a personal best
9.79 seconds.

That was the same time as
Olympic debutant Thompson,
who led for most of the race.
The United States’ former
world champion Fred Kerley
took bronze in 9.81, edging out
South Africa’s Akani Simbine
for the podium.

All eight finalists finished
within 0.12secs of Lyles in a
remarkable race.

In the end it was Lyles, an ath-
lete who thrives on the sport’s
grandest stages and who won
three golds at last year’s World
Championships, who sprinted
away in celebration once the
official result appeared on the
big screen.

Tennis

REUTERS - Novak Djokovic
described beating Carlos Al-
caraz to claim the Olympic
singles gold medal at the fifth

Paris Olympics:
Lyles edges out Thompson to win sensational 100m gold

attempt as the biggest achieve-
ment of his career on Sunday.
The 37-year-old Serb ended an
eight-month trophy drought
with a vintage display to win
7-6(3) 7-6(2) and complete his
career Golden Slam in mem-
orable fashion, not dropping
a set in six matches at Roland
Garros.

He is the oldest man to win the
Olympic singles title since ten-
nis returned to the Games in
1988 and remarkably he did it
21 days after being pummelled
by Alcaraz in the Wimbledon
final and two months after un-
dergoing knee surgery.

“I won the bronze in my first
Olympic Games (2008) and
ever since then failed to win
the medal and played three
out of four Olympic Games in
semi-finals and couldn’t over-
come that obstacle,” Djokovic,
proudly wearing his medal,
told reporters.

“And then now at age 37, with
a 21-year-old that is probably
the best player in the world
right now, winning Roland
Garros and Wimbledon back-
to-back and playing incredible
tennis.

“When I take everything into
consideration, this probably

is the biggest sporting success
I've ever had in my career”

Badminton

People across Taiwan on Sun-
day celebrated their men’s
doubles badminton gold med-
al victory over Chinese oppo-
nents that sparked scenes of
jubilation while also exposing
deeper geopolitical divides be-
tween the two sides.

Wang Chi-Lin and Lee Yang
of Taiwan, the reigning cham-
pions from the 2021 Tokyo
Olympics, won a three-game
thriller against China’s Liang
Weikeng and Wang Chang.

In cities across Taiwan, from
Wang’s home in the capital
Taipei to southern Kaohsiung,
and Lee’s hometown on the
island of Kinmen just off the
coast of China, public screens
were set up that lured thou-
sands of fans.

The island competes as ‘Chi-
nese Taipei’ rather than as Tai-
wan, to avoid objections from
China, which claims the island
as its own territory.

Swimming

Iron-man Bobby Finke and
the U.S. women'’s medley relay
team shattered world records

r
bt

American sprinter Noah Lyles (lane seven) crosses the finish line to win the men’s 100m gold medal at the Paris Olympics in
Stade de France, Saint-Denis, France, on August 4, 2024.

DAVID |. PHILLIP/AP

in golden performances as the
Olympic swim meet ended in
exhilarating fashion on Sun-
day with the Americans on
top again.

Floridian Finke took down Sun
Yang’s 12-year 1,500m world
record as he retained the gold
medal in the lung-busting event
before the American women

smashed their previous world
mark for gold in the medley relay.
The golds saw the Americans
finish with eight at the top of
the swimming medal table,
one more than second-placed
Australia.

It was by no means an Ameri-
can shut-out, though, with the
U.S. men’s medley relay team

suffering their first defeat ever
at Olympics meets dating back
to the 1960 Rome Games.
China, anchored by the human
missile Pan Zhanle, took the
gold ahead of the U.S. team,
whose talisman Caeleb Dressel
took his first minor medal
from a previously uniform set
of nine golds.
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Russian security chief:

Haniyeh's assassins seek
to stoke regional tensions

. the [ranian Armed

@ General Mohammad

C International Desk )Rus-

sia’s Security Council Secretary
Sergei Shoigu condemned the
assassination of Hamas leader in
Tehran, saying there is no doubt
that the perpetrators of such a
crime intend to increase ten-
sions in the Middle East region.

Shoigu made the remarks during
a meeting with Chief of Staff of
the Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Bageri in

Shoigu’s visit to Tehran came as
Iran is weighing a response to
Israeli regime for the assassina-
tion of the Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran on July 31.
Haniyeh, head of the Palestinian
resistance movement’s political
bureau, was assassinated along-
side one of his bodyguards in the
Iranian capital on Wednesday.
He had traveled to Tehran to at-
tend the inauguration ceremony
of Iran’s new President Masoud
Pezeshkian.

Russia had earlier condemned
the assassination of Haniyeh, call-
ing on all parties to refrain from
steps that could tip the Middle
East into a wider regional war.
During the Monday meeting, the
Russian official described rela-
tions between Tehran and Mos-
cow as strategic and deep-root-
ed, which will not be affected by
the change in the governments.
Iran recently elected Masoud
Pezeshkian as the country’s

The visit by the top Russian of-
ficial came a day after Jordanian
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi
discussed regional issues and
ties with Iranian officials during
a one-day visit to Tehran.
Pezeshkian told the Jordanian
top diplomat that the Israeli re-
gime’s assassination of Haniyeh
in Tehran violated all interna-
tional regulations and was a “big
mistake” that will not go unan-
swered.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
expects all Muslim countries
and free nations in the world to
strongly condemn such crimes,”
he added.

He emphasized that the biggest
enemies and violators of free-
dom, democracy and human
rights are making use of their ut-
most scientific and operational
capabilities to carry out terrorist
acts and commit heinous crimes.
“They claim to defend freedom,
democracy and human rights

" Bagqeri (r) and
Secretary of Russia’s
. Security Council

= § Sergei Shoigu (1)
meet in Tehran on
August 5, 20.

FARS

I I b

Tehran on Monday.

Earlier on the day, the Russian
official held a meeting with
Secretary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council Ali Akbar
Ahmadian.

new president in a snap election
which was held following the
death of the late president Ebra-
him Raisi in a helicopter crash
in May.

and introduce anyone who re-
frains from abiding by them as
the enemy of such principles
and values,” the Iranian presi-
dent said.

Silence on Israel’s actions serves
asreward to regime: Iran

C International Desk )

Iran reiterated its determi-
nation to avenge the Israeli
assassination of Hamas
leader;, warning that silence
on the regime’s acts will be
detrimental to regional sta-
bility.

“Silence towards the [Israe-
li] regime’s recent actions is
a kind of rewarding them.
Therefore, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran reserves its
right to take countermea-
sures based on international
rules and procedures,” Iran’s
Acting Foreign Minister Ali
Bagheri Kani told Bahraini
Foreign Minister Abdulla-
tif bin Rashid al-Zayani in
a phone conversation on
Monday.

Bagheri Kani also said it is
imperative to put an end to
the Israeli regime’s “vicious”
scheme to expand the scale
of war in the region. The
Hamas leader Ismail Hani-
yeh was assassinated by Is-
rael in Iran’s capital on July
31, while he was in Tehran
to attend the swearing-in
ceremony of Iran’s Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian.
In a telephone conversation
with Slovenia’s Foreign Min-
ister Tanja Fajon on Sunday,
Bagheri Kani denounced
the awkward silence of
European countries on the

killing of the Hamas chief,
stressing that the Islamic
Republic will definitely ex-
ercise its legitimate right to
create deterrence against
[srael.

“The Islamic Republic is
surprised by Europe’s si-
lence as well as the absence
of a UN Security Council
statement in condemnation
of the Zionist regime’s acts
of aggression against Iran,
Lebanon and Yemen. More-
over, European countries’
failure to condemn the kill-
ing of Hamas politburo head
has raised questions for
Iran,” the top Iranian dip-
lomat stated. Meanwhile,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani
called Israel’s assassination
of Haniyeh as a “blatant vio-
lation” of international rules
and regulations.

Kanaani said the assassina-
tion was a flagrant breach
of the Islamic Republic’s
territorial integrity and the
political norms of the inter-
national community.

“In line with international
law, Iran has the right to
punish the aggressor. No
one has the right to doubt
Iran’s legal right to punish
the aggressor and create
deterrence against the
usurping Zionist regime,”
he added.He also said the

international community
must support Iran’s punish-
ment of the Israeli regime.
Kanaani added that an ex-
traordinary meeting of the
foreign ministers of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Coop-
eration will be held in Saudi
Arabia on Wednesday at
Iran’s request to discuss the
issue. Also on Monday, the
chief commander of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) Major General
Hossein Salami said, “They
think that through these
measures [assassination of
Haniyeh], they would suc-
ceed in prolonging their
survival.”

“These [atrocities] are,
however, holes that they
(the Israelis) dug for them-
selves, and will gradually
bury themselves in,” Salami
stated, adding, “Once they
received a strong response,
they would understand that
they have committed anoth-
er miscalculation.”
Following the assassina-
tion of Haniyeh in Tehran,
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei in a statement
warned of a “harsh re-
sponse” to the Israeli action
and reaffirmed the Islamic
Republic’s duty to avenge
the blood of the resistance
leader.

&, Mohammad Ali Rajabi

543 Cartoonist

Bangladeshi flees to India after
protesters storm her palace

Bangladesh’s prime min-
ister resigned and fled
the country Monday, after
weeks of protests against
a quota system for govern-
ment jobs descended into
violence and grew into a
broader challenge to her
15-year rule. Thousands of
demonstrators stormed her
official residence and other
buildings associated with
her party and family.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na’s departure threatens to
create even more instabili-
ty in the densely populated
nation on India’s border
that is already dealing with
a series of crises, from high
unemployment and cor-
ruption to climate change.
Amid security concerns, the
main airport in Dhaka, the
capital, suspended opera-
tions, according to AP.
After the embattled leader
was seen on TV boarding
a military helicopter with
her sister, the country’s
military chief, Gen. Waker-
uz-Zaman, sought to reas-
sure a jittery nation that
order would be restored.
He said he met with oppo-
sition politicians and civil
society leaders and would
seek the president’s guid-

ance on forming an interim
government.

He promised that the mil-
itary would launch an in-
vestigation into the deadly
crackdown on student-led
protests that led to some of
the country’s worst blood-
shed since the 1971 war of
independence and fueled
outrage against the gov-
ernment. He added that he
ordered security forces not
to fire on crowds.

“Keep faith in the military,
we will investigate all the
killings and punish the re-
sponsible,” he said.

The military wields signif-
icant political influence in
Bangladesh, which has had
more than 20 coups or coup
attempts.

Even after Waker-uz-Zaman
spoke, people continued to
pour into and out of Hasi-
na’s official residence, tak-
ing furniture and pulling
raw fish from the refriger-
ators.

Crowds also ransacked
Hasina’s family’s ancestral
home-turned-museum
where her father, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman — the
country’s first president
and independence leader
— was assassinated. They

torched major offices of the
ruling party and the coun-
try’s two leading, pro-gov-
ernment TV stations —
both of which were forced
to go off air.

Elsewhere, protests were
peaceful, and thousands
gathered Monday evening
outside the presidential
palace, where the military
chief, opposition politicians
and the country’s figure-
head president met.
Hasina, meanwhile, land-
ed in a city in India on the
border with Bangladesh, ac-
cording to a military official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorized to release
the information to the me-
dia.

The protests began peace-
fully last month as frustrat-
ed students demanded an
end to a quota system for
government jobs that they
said favored those with
connections to the prime
minister’s Awami League
party, but the demonstra-
tions then morphed into an
unprecedented challenge to
Hasina and the party.

The 76-year-old was elect-
ed for a fourth consecutive
term in a January vote that

was boycotted by her main
opponents. Thousands of
opposition members were
jailed in the lead-up to the
polls.

Protests have continued
even after the Supreme
Court last month ruled that
the quota system — which
set aside up to 30% of gov-
ernment jobs for family
members of veterans who
fought in Bangladesh’s war
of independence against
Pakistan — must be dras-
tically cut. The government
attempted to quell the
demonstrations with force,
leaving nearly 300 people
dead since mid-July.

At least 95 people, in-
cluding at least 14 police
officers, died in clashes
in the capital on Sunday,
according to the country’s
leading Bengali-language
daily newspaper, Prothom
Alo. Hundreds more were
injured.

Atleast 11,000 people have
been arrested in recent
weeks. The unrest has also
resulted in the closure of
schools and universities
across the country, and
authorities at one point
imposed a shoot-on-sight
curfew.

Anti-government protestors,
display Bangladesh’s national
. =
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[ran partakes in Karbala
book fair with 320 book titles

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran has participated in the 10th
“Tarateel Sajjadiya” book fair in
Iraq’s holy city of Karbala with 320
book titles spanning various reli-
gious, cultural, artistic, poetic, and
political themes.

The ongoing exhibition is coincident
with the martyrdom anniversary of
the fourth Shia Imam, Imam Sajjad
(PBUH), on August 9 with the partic-
ipation of ten countries in Karbala,

IRNA reported.

Among the other Iranian works dis-
played at the exhibition are newly
published books in the fields of
Iranology, Islamic sciences, jurispru-
dence, principles, beliefs, and ethics,
available in both Persian and Arabic.
Addressing the opening ceremony,
Abdul Mahdi al-Karbalaei, the Fri-
day prayer leader and custodian of
the holy shrine of Imam Hussein,
the third Shia Imam (PBUH), said
that the primary objective of this

IRNA

cultural event is to focus on the
esteemed legacy of Imam Sajjad
(PBUH) in Islam, as well as his in-
tellectual, doctrinal, jurispruden-
tial, ethical, and social perspec-
tives, and the role of this legacy in
the reformative path of the Islamic
community and the opening of new
horizons.

The book exhibition is taking place
at the Bab al-Qibla of the holy shrine
of Imam Hussein (PBUH) and will
continue until August 10.

Russian delegation’s ...

Iran’s new president Masoud
Pezeshkian has clearly emphasized
Page1 > the imporFance of
strengthening rela-
tions with Russia and China, both in
his announced plans and in an arti-
cle outlining his government’s for-
eign policy. Therefore, Shoigu’s visit
to Tehran shortly after the Iranian
government’s inauguration should
be viewed as a sign that both coun-
tries remain committed to fostering
their relationship.
As a former defense minister, Shoigu
is well-versed in the two countries’
collaboration in the military sector,
as well as the regional develop-
ments and tensions. This provides
an opportunity to highlight another
aspect of the Russian delegation’s
visit to Iran and its significance.
The Russians have maintained a

clear stance during the months-
long Gaza war as well as the assassi-
nation of Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
They have condemned the targeted
killing and called for restraint on
both sides, striving to prevent an es-
calation of tensions.

Given Tehran’s announcement that it
will respond to Israel’s terrorist act,
it is understandable that many coun-
tries, including Russia, would be
keen to weigh the dimensions and
repercussions of such a response.

It is true that the Gaza war and its
prolongation served as a “breath-
er” for Russia in the Ukraine war. It
shifted the media and public atten-
tion from Ukraine to the Gaza Strip
and redirected some of the Western
aid, particularly from the US, from
Ukraine to Israel. If forced to choose
between Ukraine and Israel, the US

would naturally opt for Israel. Thus,
the Gaza war somewhat eroded the
West’s position in the Ukraine con-
flict, and Russia took advantage of
this opportunity. However, this does
not imply that Moscow supports the
escalation of conflict in the West
Asian region.

Currently, the world, particularly
West Asia, is fraught with tensions
that could spark larger wars, draw-
ing in major powers, including the
US, which might be compelled to
step in directly to support Israel.
Such a scenario would not only be
detrimental to the region but also to
the powers influencing West Asian
developments, such as China and
Russia. Their interests in this region
would also be put at risk by escalat-
ing conflicts. Therefore, the Russians
are keen to dial down the tensions.

‘The Breath’ stands as finalist
at Italian festival

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The Iranian documentary
film ‘The Breath’ has be-
come the finalist of an
Italian festival.

Directed and produced
by Behzad Rezaei, the
documentary film ‘The
Breath’ entered the final
phase of the 8th Nebrodi
Cinema DOC Internation-
al Festival in Italy, Mehr
reported.

The festival will be held
in Italy from October 7
to 13, aiming to support
independent filmmakers
focusing on social and en-
vironmental issues.

The documentary depicts

the loneliness and lack of
communication between
people during the COVID
pandemic era and its im-
pact on personal life, soli-
tude and creativity of art-
ists in different countries
across the world.

‘The Breath’ has previ-
ously won Best Other
Cinema Award, at the
43rd Paladino d’'Oro
Sport Film Festival, in
Agrigento, Italy in 2023.
It was also a finalist at
the 11th Silk Road Film
Festival in Turkey, as
well as being nominated
for Best Documentary at
the World Music & Inde-
pendent Film Festival in

THE BREATH
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the US and the Jaipur In-
ternational Film Festival
in India.

1st band music festival in Tehran:
A platform for discovering talents

C Arts & Culture Desk )

A cultural official from
Tehran Province has said
that the first band music
festival, which will take
place in February and
March 2025, serves as a
valuable opportunity for
identifying talents.

Addressing the unveiling
ceremony of the festival’s
poster at a press confer-
ence on Monday, the gen-
eral directorate of Culture
and Islamic Guidance
Organization of Tehran
Province, Ali Forouzan-
far, said the festival will
feature two main catego-
ries: Iranian music and
world music, along with a
special section dedicated
to piano performances,

*??ﬂ :

IRNA reported.
Forouzanfar added that
the aim of the festival is
to discover, identify, and
place special emphasis on
talented musical groups
which are active across
Tehran, particularly in its
municipalities.

The official expressed
gratitude to the Music
Association of Tehran
Province, noting that the
association has signifi-
cantly contributed to the
holding of the festival.

He stated that the Cultur-
al and Islamic Guidance
Organization of Tehran
Province, in collaboration
with the Music Associa-
tion, jointly oversees the
planning and organiza-
tion of the festival.

IRNA

The official also empha-
sized that Tehran, in ad-
dition to being the polit-
ical capital of the country,
serves as a host and a
fertile ground for the in-
teraction and activities
encompassing the diverse
cultures of all Iranian eth-
nicities.

In this regard, he added
that Tehran can also be
regarded as the cultural
capital of the nation.
“Due to the cultural di-
versity and various eth-
nic groups being present
in Tehran Province, cul-
tural and artistic move-
ments, especially artis-
tic festivals in the year
1403, assume particular
importance for us,” he
concluded.

Hur al-Azim Marsh sees 5% increase in water levels

C Social Desk )

Head of the Khuzestan Prov-
ince’ Department of Envi-
ronment said as aerial mon-
itoring data until July 21
show, Hur al-Azim Marsh in
the southwestern province
has accumulated water by as
much as 57%.

Davood Mirshekar, in an inter-
view with IRNA on Monday,
described the condition of
Hur al-Azim Marsh compared
to the same period last year

as “more favorable,” noting
that last year it was only 52%
filled, indicating a five percent
increase in water levels.

He also said that, given the in-
tense heat and the looming of
wildfires in the wetland over
the next two months, commu-
nication has been established
with the Crisis Management
Department and the Urban
Development Office of the
Khuzestan Governorate to en-
sure that water releases pro-
ceed in a controlled manner.

IRNA

The head of Khuzestan’s De-
partment of Environment
expressed hope that by secur-
ing water rights for the marsh,
there would be minimal re-
duction in water levels.

The border wetland of Hur
al-Azim, spanning over
300,000 hectares, is the last
remnant of the marshlands of
Mesopotamia, with one-third
located in Iran and two-thirds
in Iraq.

This unique habitat is situ-
ated in the southwest of the

country, in Khuzestan, at the
end of the Karkheh River. The
water crisis in the Karkheh
basin has posed challenges to
this marsh for the past three
years.

In recent years, due to the
drying of vast areas of Hur
al-Azim, the wetland has
experienced widespread
wildfires, particularly in the
Iraqi section, leading to thick
smoke that affected several
counties in Khuzestan on cer-
tain days.



