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Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian emphasized the im-
portance of unity and coordina-
tion among all sectors in achiev-
ing effective governance and 
advancing the country’s agenda. 
In a meeting with Sunni rep-
resentatives in the Parliament, 
Pezeshkian, acknowledged the 
administrative inefficiencies and 
emphasized the need for quali-
fied individuals in governance, 
president.ir reported. 
The Sunni representatives ex-
pressed their optimism in the 
president’s discourse, highlight-
ing the importance of utilizing 
specialists regardless of beliefs, 
ethnicities, and sects. They also 
emphasized the need for consid-
ering the opinions of locals and 
involving them in the country’s 
administration, particularly in 
border exchanges and infrastruc-
ture development. 
Pezeshkian acknowledged the 
diverse range of opinions across 
the country and affirmed his 

commitment to consultation and 
utilizing the expertise of special-
ists and elites in various fields. 
He assured that his Cabinet selec-
tions would prioritize those who 
advocate for unity and the utiliza-
tion of the country’s full potential.
The President also attributed 
the lack of realization of nation-
al documents to the absence of 
cohesion within the executive 
body and the neglect of politi-
cal disputes. He expressed his 
determination to appoint qual-
ified individuals with relevant 
expertise to address the coun-
try’s challenges and advance its 
progress.
Promoting dialogue and under-
standing among different ethnic-
ities in Iran was also emphasized 
as a crucial aspect of the coun-
try’s progress.

Iran's cinema sees 31% 
growth in audience

How does new Iranian government plan to 
respond to assassination of Haniyeh?

Sunni MPs optimistic about Pezeshkian’s 
‘inclusive governance’
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Iranian cinema witnessed a re-
markable surge in ticket sales 
and audience numbers during the 
first 139 days of the Iranian year, 
with box office revenues reaching 
nearly $1.15 billion until August 
5, compared to last year’s figure. 
Despite expectations that unusu-
ally hot weather and the month 
of Muharram holidays would 
slow down cinema attendance, 
Iran’s film industry thrived. Until 
August 5, a total of 12.2 million 
tickets had been sold, generating 
nearly $1.15 billion in box office 
revenue, IRNA wrote. 
Comparatively, during the same 
period last year, there were only 
9,255 ticket sales, amounting to 
$66.5 million in box office earn-
ings. This year’s figures repre-
sent a significant improvement, 
with a 31% increase in audience 
numbers and a remarkable 73% 
jump in box office sales.

With five films attracting over 1 
million viewers each until August 
5 and a promising lineup for the 
remaining months of the year, 
expectations are high that this 
trend will continue. IRNA’s pre-
diction from late last year, fore-
casting over 30 million viewers 
and box office revenues exceed-
ing $3.2 billion, is now well with-
in reach.
Looking ahead to the fall season, 
with a strong slate of comedy, so-
cial drama, and children’s films 
set for release, the Iranian film 
industry is poised for further 
success. While it remains to be 
seen if a single film will break the 
300 billion rial ($49.2 million) 
mark, several films are expected 
to surpass the 200 billion rial 
($3.28 million) threshold, and 
many others are anticipated to 
cross the 100 billion rial ($1.64 
million) mark, further boosting 
audience numbers and box office 
sales.
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The newly elected Iranian 
President, Masoud Pezeshki-
an, a reformist, had pledged 
during his election cam-
paign to foster internation-
al engagement and pursue 
de-escalation efforts. Never-
theless, on his inaugural day 
in office, he was confronted 
with a situation that poses 
a delicate balance between 
his de-escalation policy and 
the imperative to safeguard 
Iran’s honor and sovereignty.
Following the recent inau-
guration of the new Iranian 
President, Ismail Haniyeh, 
the head of Hamas’s political 
bureau was tragically assas-
sinated at his residence in 
northern Tehran. It is im-
portant to note that Hani-
yeh, a distinguished guest 
of the Islamic Republic and 
holder of a diplomatic pass-
port, was under the protec-
tion of Tehran’s authorities. 
This unfortunate act con-
stitutes a grave violation of 
Iran’s territorial integrity 
and the diplomatic immuni-
ty that was duly granted to 
Haniyeh.
While no specific statement 

has been made by Israel re-
garding the responsibility 
for this assassination, the 
method and intention be-
hind the killing, along with 
Netanyahu’s remarks about 
Israel having struck at Ira-
nian proxy forces, including 
Hamas and Hezbollah, sug-
gest the possibility of Israeli 
involvement in the assassi-
nation of Haniyeh and Fouad 
Shukur, a senior Hezbollah 
military leader.
As the head of Hamas polit-
ical bureau, Haniyeh is rec-
ognized as a diplomatic fig-
ure under international law 
rather than a military one. 
However, Israel may consid-
er him a legitimate military 
target due to his effective 
control over militants en-
gaged with Israel.
In response to such an event, 
Iran’s actions can be per-
ceived as an act of self-de-
fense, which would be in ac-
cordance with international 
law. It is Iran’s intention to 
establish a form of deter-
rence against Israel through 
self-defense.
Following the incident, Aya-
tollah Khamenei, the Leader 
of Iran, stated, “Haniyeh was 
an esteemed guest in our 
country, and we consider it 
our responsibility to seek 
justice in light of his trag-
ic passing.” This statement 
elucidates Iran’s general ap-
proach to addressing Hani-

yeh’s assassination, while 
the specific course of action 
and its intricacies are yet to 
be finalized.
Moreover, historically, Iran 
has refrained from direct 
confrontation with Isra-
el, opting instead to utilize 
proxy forces. The current 
Iranian government is antici-
pated to employ indirect tac-
tics that align with domestic 
public sentiment, seek ret-
ribution for Haniyeh, and 
avoid escalating tensions 
with Israel.
In essence, Iran is focused 
on restoring balance and 
steering clear of full-scale 
conflict. The current Irani-
an government is dedicated 
to reassessing its relations 
with the West and ending 
international isolation. An 
escalation of conflict would 
directly contradict these ef-
forts.
On the contrary, heighten-
ing tensions may jeopardize 
Iran’s efforts to avert the 
activation of the “snapback” 
mechanism. Iran has until 
October 2025 to provide 
evidence of its compliance 
with the regulations of the 
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency. Failure to do so 
will result in the activation 
of the snapback mechanism, 
leading to the reinstatement 
of all sanctions imposed 
during Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad’s presidency, which were 

suspended under the JCPOA 
during Hassan Rouhani’s 
tenure.
Iran is currently presented 
with a challenging dilem-
ma. In alignment with the 
new government’s policies, 
Iran must navigate a course 
of action that avoids direct 
conflict with Tel Aviv, while 
also preserving opportuni-
ties for engagement with 
Europe and the US. Fur-
thermore, it is imperative 
to prevent the activation of 
the snapback mechanism, 
all the while maintaining the 
hope of ending international 
isolation.
The other approach, which is 
considered more pragmatic 
by realist experts, involves 
a series of steps. It begins 
with a strong and influential 
response to Israel and could 
potentially lead to endeavors 
aimed at acquiring nuclear 
weapons. This strategy is 
based on the belief that, with 
the US withdrawal from the 
JCPOA and the reimposition 
of many sanctions, Iran is 
already facing substantial 
costs. Therefore, it might 
be deemed rational for Iran 
to consider seeking nucle-
ar weapons to bolster its 
deterrence and negotiation 
abilities. However, it ap-
pears improbable that such 
an outcome will materialize 
under the current Iranian 
leadership.

President urges unity, coordination for progress

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) 
meets with Sunni representatives in the 
Parliament in Tehran on August 6, 2024. 
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