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Tal-e Atashin, located in Darestan 
village near Bam, is a historical 
mound situated 30km east of the 
Bam Citadel, the largest adobe 
structure in the world, in Kerman 
Province. This mound is associated 
with the Pre-Pottery Neolithic peri-
od (Late Stone Age or the dawn of agricul-
ture) and is regarded as one of Bam’s 
oldest tourist attractions.
The Pre-Pottery Neolithic era marks 
a significant phase in human civili-
zation when sedentism began to 
take root, with early communities 
engaging in animal husbandry and 
agriculture, despite the absence of 
pottery at the time. Archaeologists 
trace the Neolithic period back to 
around 12,000 years ago in the Fer-
tile Crescent, which encompasses 
modern-day Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Palestine, Syria, northern Kuwait, 
southeastern Turkey, and parts of 
Iran. This era transitioned into the 
Copper Age, or Chalcolithic Age, ap-
proximately 6,500 years ago. Thus, 
studying these ancient sites offers 
insights into the lifestyles of our 
ancestors who inhabited the Earth 
thousands of years ago. Tal-e Atash-
in was officially registered in Iran’s 
National Heritage List in 2001.
The mound was first studied by 
Professor Ahmad Mostofi, known 
as the father of Geomorphology in 
Iran, although Dr. Omran Garazhian 
conducted most of the archaeolog-
ical research. During excavations, 
numerous artifacts were uncovered, 
including adobe houses, metal and 
stone tools, and clay figurines.
One notable discovery at the site is 
a half-burnt date fruit kernel, sug-
gesting that date palms may have 
been cultivated in Bam around 3500 
BCE. Analyzing the artifacts reveals 
that many of their raw materials 
were sourced from mineral reserves 
south of Kuh-e Kabud near Darestan 
village. This indicates that the resi-
dents migrated from west to east, 
establishing civilization at Tal-e 
Atashin.
Overall, archaeological findings sug-
gest a settlement existed here long 

ago, dating back to the Pre-Pottery 
Neolithic period (which began around 
12,000 years ago and transitioned into the 
Copper Age about 6,500 years ago) and 
later the Bronze Age, as evidenced 
by the presence of adobe hous-
es. However, it appears that Tal-e 
Atashin was eventually abandoned. 
The decline of this civilization may 
have stemmed from factors such as 
disease, warfare, natural disasters, 
and climate change, leading the 
population to seek other permanent 
homes.
As with many early civilizations, 
Darestan developed along a water 
source, specifically the “Posht Rud” 
river, located near Bam. This river 
originates at the heights of Rayen 
(to the northwest of Bam) and flows 
through Bam, where it is referred 
to as “Tahrud,” before becoming 
known as Posht Rud. The river pass-
es through various villages, includ-
ing Darestan, before reaching the 
Lut Desert.
Historically, Posht Rud was a peren-
nial river with a stable flow year-
round. However, due to the excava-
tion of aqueducts and wells along its 
path, it now dries up during certain 
seasons, becoming an intermittent 
river. Despite this, the groundwater 
supply for Bam is still sustained by 
this river.
In Darestan village, most structures 
are either square or L-shaped. They 
are built from clay and stone, with 
reeds used for roofing. It appears that 
these buildings had two stories, with 
the ground floor serving as storage 
and the upper floor as living space.
Lacking external entrances, it is 
believed that inhabitants accessed 
their homes via the roof. Interior 
small ovens were integrated into the 
walls for cooking.
Exploring ancient history and the 
lives of those who came before us 
is always fascinating. Tal-e Atash-
in in Darestan village stands out as 
a significant site for studying and 
visiting the remnants of ancient civ-
ilizations. Each year, this historical 
mound attracts both domestic and 
international travelers eager to dis-
cover its ancient legacy.

The caravanserais of Markazi Province 
will be handed over to investors to pro-
mote and enhance tourism in the coun-
try, said director general of Markazi 
Province’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts Organization.
Mahmoud Moradi, speaking to re-
porters, added that the caravanserais 
of the province are an overlooked op-
portunity for the development of road 
tourism, and in order to increase em-

ployment and boost the economy in 
the province, the untapped potential 
of tourism must be utilized effectively, 
ISNA wrote.
He noted that five caravanserais and 
historical buildings in the province 
have already been assigned to the pri-
vate sector. In the near future, an ad-
ditional ten will also be entrusted to 
private investors for further develop-
ment.
Moradi highlighted the most signifi-
cant building handed over in the prov-

ince as the Dodahek Caravanserai in 
Delijan, and added that to support in-
vestors in this handover, the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage will provide loans 
and engage in long-term contracts of 
20 to 25 years.
“These caravanserais are a paradise 
for investment and attracting tourists, 
and transforming them into model 
tourist areas will also boost employ-
ment.”
He highlighted the availability of var-
ious baths and historical buildings 

across the province for handover, not-
ing, “these sites are ready to be ceded 
to private investors. Announcements 
have been made to facilitate this pro-
cess through the Ministry’s Revitaliza-
tion Fund.”
Moradi also referred to the province’s 
historical tourism potential, mention-
ing that “more than 10 historical car-
avanserais from the Safavid and Qajar 
periods have been identified along 
the communication routes of Markazi 
Province, which could be renovated to 

attract tourists and travelers.”
He added, “caravanserais with private 
ownership will be restored by their 
owners using supportive policies, and 
the provincial cultural heritage de-
partment will provide comprehensive 
assistance to these owners.”
Markazi Province boasts 2,171 identi-
fied historical sites, over 900 of which 
are listed as national heritage, posi-
tioning it as a potential focal point for 
both domestic and international tour-
ists.
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