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US, Israel Reaping What They Sow

The late Hamas politburo chief Ismail Haniyeh (C-L) lifts up the hand of Iran’s new President Masoud Pezeshkian during the latter’s 
inauguration in the Iranian Parliament in Tehran on July 30, 2024. The other figures in the picture were binarized later.
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The water in the Washington Square Park fountain is dyed red as part 
of a pro-Palestinian demonstration on October 18, 2023.
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Houthi supporters hold placards with pictures of late Hamas political 
leader Ismail Haniyeh and Hezbollah senior commander Fuad Shukr 
during a protest in Sanaa, Yemen, on August 2, 2024.
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People burn a representation of the Israeli flag during the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, Iran, on 
August 1, 2024.
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unity in Washington in support 
of Netanyahu’s warlike policies. 
This scenario creates a win-win 
situation for Netanyahu, linking 
US domestic politics with regional 
dynamics and ensuring continued 
domestic and international sup-
port for himself and his cabinet.
Given the above, the assassina-
tion of Haniyeh was a strategic 
maneuver by Netanyahu to drum 
up internal and international sup-
port and navigate his current dire 
political predicament. It pres-
sures American politicians like 
Harris to align with his interests, 
strengthening his warlike stance. 
This clearly demonstrates the 
connection between a regional 
security incident and US domes-
tic politics as an example of hybrid 
warfare, where actions are de-
signed to impact multiple fronts 
simultaneously.
Therefore, the new Iranian gov-
ernment, led by Pezeshkian, faces 
the challenging task of formulat-
ing an appropriate and effective 
response to the Zionists in the 
early days of his presidency. In 
this context, the new government 
must leverage field capacities and 
its hybrid powers. It is also essen-
tial for Pezeshkian to expedite the 
introduction of ministers to Par-
liament and quickly form a new 
cabinet. With the formation of the 
new government, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, backed by the hard 
power of the armed forces, will 
be able to fully confront the forth-

coming threats.
As the Leader stated in his mes-
sage regarding the martyrdom of 
Ismail Haniyeh, Iran’s response 
to this crime is certain. However, 
it is clear that this response will 
not be purely diplomatic; it will 
smartly utilize hybrid capacities 
because a purely diplomatic re-
sponse to a crime might weaken 
the country’s deterrence. There-
fore, Iran’s strategy in responding 
to this crime must be precise and 
use a combination of military, in-
telligence, and diplomatic assets. 
This approach could include tar-
geted operations against valuable 
enemy interests and resources, 
along with strong media and dip-
lomatic campaigns to highlight 
the regime’s crime and isolate 
it internationally. Additionally, 
strengthening internal security 
to prevent similar breaches and 
demonstrating resilience against 
external threats is crucial.
In the long term, our country must 
review its security infrastruc-
ture and regional alliances. Re-
inforcing relations with regional 
partners and utilizing interna-
tional platforms to condemn the 
aggressive and inhumane policies 
of Israel can help contain this re-
gime on the international stage. 
Furthermore, strengthening the 
link between diplomacy and the 
field and increasing investment in 
asymmetric warfare capabilities 
will allow our country to effective-
ly respond to enemy threats with-

out resorting to costly and ineffec-
tive confrontations.
We must remember that in all 
countries, intelligence and se-
curity agencies are responsible 
for predicting and neutralizing 
enemy threats. In Iran, too, im-
proving coordination between 
intelligence and security agencies 
and using advanced surveillance 
technologies can fortify the coun-
try’s defense line against hybrid 
warfare tactics. Simultaneously, 
the various dimensions of Mar-
tyr Haniyeh’s assassination must 
be especially examined, as this 
assassination highlights the com-
plexities of modern hybrid wars 
where psychological, political, 
and security operations are inter-
connected and intertwined.
Finally, it must be emphasized 
that the assassination of Ismail 
Haniyeh is a calculated effort by 
an enemy whose aim is to weaken 
Iran and alter regional dynamics 
in favor of its expansionist am-
bitions. The type and quality of 
Iran’s response to this incident 
will be a critical test for the system 
and the new government.
Therefore, the government must 
mobilize the country’s capacities 
and, under the wise guidance of 
the Leader, adopt a multifaceted 
approach that combines military 
preparedness with intelligent di-
plomacy to confront the enemy 
and demonstrate Iran’s ability to 
respond to threats while main-
taining internal stability.

It’s pretty clear now — as if 
it wasn’t before — that Israel 
is not genuinely interested 
in a cease-fire. It’s also pret-
ty clear that Washington is 
more interested in elimi-
nating the Palestinian Resis-
tance than it is in not killing 
children. In short, Wash-
ington’s actions indicate it 
doesn’t really care what hap-
pens to the Palestinians. At 
this juncture, it seems more 
than willing to let Israel’s 
mad dogs of Zionism set the 
path toward greater death 
and destruction. Words 
mean absolutely nothing 
when uttered by men and 
women who uncritically re-
peat the lies of proven liars 
like Netanyahu. These lies, 
when combined with a me-
dia unwilling to challenge 
Israel and its goal of a greater 
Israel, have become truths. 
Not because they are, but 
because their repetition has 
made them so.
Meanwhile, US Senator 
Lindsey Graham has intro-
duced S.J.Res.107. This is “A 
joint resolution to autho-
rize the use of military force 
against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran if the president de-
termines that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is plan-
ning or conducts an attack 
against any former, current, 
or incoming United States 
Government official or se-
nior military personnel.” 
In other words, much like 
it seems Israel used the un-
claimed missile that fell on a 
soccer field in the Occupied 
Golan Heights and killed 12 
young people as an excuse 
to attack Beirut and Teh-
ran, Senator Graham wants 
to use militia attacks on US 
forces occupying Iraq as an 
opening for a US attack on 
Iran. Graham also went on 
record demanding that the 
Israeli and/or US military 
bomb Iran’s oil refineries. I 
can’t really think of any rea-
son why someone would 
call for these actions unless 
they were insane, looking to 
make some money on soar-
ing oil prices sure to follow 
such an attack, seeking the 
end of the world, or all three.
There is no easy way out of 
the current situation in the 
region we call the Middle 
East unless and until Israel 
is brought under control. 
That will not happen while 
Washington and other arms 
suppliers continue to send 
weapons to Israel. These 
governments will not do 
so of their own volition. If 

we genuinely want them to 
stop arming genocide, they 
must be pressured like nev-
er before. The forces in favor 
of continuing the genocide 
may be fewer in number, 
but because the nature of 
their strength comes from 
the profits they make from 
supporting the occupation 
and (perhaps more impor-
tantly) their locations in the 
hierarchy of power, they 
continue to succeed in their 
decades-long battle against 
the Palestinian struggle for 
liberation.
The New York Times recent-
ly reported that, in response 
to the threats of retaliation 
against Israel from Iran, 
US officials are “seeking to 
calibrate the American re-
sponse to send enough of 
the right types of aircraft 
as quickly as possible to 
help defend Israel without 
appearing to escalate the 
conflict”. Listen to that state-
ment. In essence, it says the 
US is escalating the conflict 
by sending more weaponry, 
but doesn’t want to appear 
that it is escalating the con-
flict. In other words, believe 
what we tell you, not what 
you see. The media’s role 
is to create the illusion that 
the escalation we can see 

is not really an escalation; 
more weapons and killing 
do not mean a greater war. Of 
course, that is exactly what 
the US establishment media 
has been doing all along — 
helping Washington and Tel 
Aviv escalate the conflict by 
reporting that they aren’t es-
calating the conflict. Redline 
after redline is crossed by 
the Israeli military, and the 
bombs keep on coming. So 
do the jets, the missiles, the 
bullets, the intelligence, and 
the money.
And so does the slaughter. 
If Washington and Tel Aviv 
have their way, the slaughter 
could well expand in ways 
we can only imagine. Lind-
sey Graham’s resolution to 
attack Iran and its oil refin-
eries must be stifled. Those 
who support Israel without 
reservation should be chal-
lenged wherever they go. 
Israel must be boycotted, 
divested from, and sanc-
tioned. The war profiteers 
and their bankers cannot be 
let off the hook. Business as 
usual should not include ac-
cepting the genocide of the 
Palestinians. The occupa-
tion must end.

The article first appeared on 
CounterPunch.

Washington lies,  
Palestinians die,  
Tel Aviv pushes own agenda

Although there is certainly nothing funny about the sit-
uation in question, I couldn’t help but laugh when I read 
the remarks of Robert Wood to the UN Security Council 
regarding Israel’s recent assassination of two Hamas 
leaders. After claiming that Washington neither knew in 
advance nor had anything to do with the murders, Wood 

went on to insist “without a doubt” that Hezbollah was responsible for the deaths of 12 
youngsters playing soccer in the occupied Golan Heights a few days earlier. Besides the 
obvious and more general fact that Israel would not be massacring Palestinians, at-
tacking other countries, and calling antiwar protesters Hamas members if it wasn’t re-
ceiving over $36,000 a minute from Washington since October 7, 2023, (in addition to the 
billions already received), it seems extremely unlikely that the Pentagon did not provide in-
telligence for the assassination operations. Indeed, there was a story in the Washington 
Post on May 12, 2024, reporting a leak from the White House that said Israel was being 
provided intelligence on the resistance leaders’ whereabouts in an attempt to prevent 
a full-scale invasion of Rafah. As the reader knows, that invasion took place, anyhow. To 
put it more bluntly, Ambassador Woods is just the latest US official willing to lie for Israel 
in the name of Israel’s defense.


