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Inthe heartofYazd, the Jaame Mosque standstall,  the beauty and spirituality found in Islamic art
a symbol of both ancient wisdom and enduring andarchitecture.

faith. Its story began over 800 years ago, when it can illuminate the stories behind these pieces,
replaced a Sassanid fire temple on the orders of Majesticminarets transforming your visitinto an enlighteningjour-
Ala Al-Dowleh Kalanjar. The Jaame Mosque is a prime example of Persian  neyrich with tales of devotion and respect.

To enhance your experience, consider hiring a
guide well-versed in Arabicscript, whose insights

Fast forward two centuries, and the mosque re-
ceived a stunning makeover, thanks to Seyyed
Rokneddin Mohammad Qazi.

Atestamentto timeless beauty

One of the most striking features of the mosque
is the intricate tile work inside, dating back to
1364, located in the eastern entrance. Despite
being a 19th-century creation, the mosque
is still bustling with worshippers today, a true
testament to its lasting importance. Thanks to
a significant renovation from 1943 to 1986, the
Jaame Mosque has preserved its charm, standing
strong through the years asa center of communi-
tyand devotion.

Stunning eastern entrance

The eastern entrance of the Jaame Mosque of
Yazd is a breathtaking sight. It features a tall
structure called the pishtag at the center,
flanked by two soaring minarets on either side.
This design creates an impressive visual effect,
making the entrance appear even taller. The
pishtaq is adorned with intricate decorations,
including arabesque tiling and detailed muqar-
nasworkaddedinthe 15th century. Each design
tells a story, filling the entrance with history
and culture. It serves as a glorious reminder of

architecture in the Azari style, flanked by two of
the tallest minarets in Iran, standing approxi-
mately 52 meters tall. Covered in gleaming blue
tiles, these minarets feature a captivating mix of
bricks and mosaictiles, accented with angular Ku-
ficwriting. Although they experienced some dam-
age over the years, significant restoration was
completed in 1945, ensuring they remain a proud
feature ofthe mosque’s skyline.

Kaaba-like structure

As the oldest surviving example of 16th-century
architecture, the Jaame Mosque of Yazd holds a
special place in history. Its unique square shape,
resembling the sacred Kaaba in Mecca, adds to
its significance. The Kaaba, a central symbol in
Islamicarchitecture, enhances the mosque’s stat-
ureasaholy structure in the Islamic world.
Inside, visitors will find a museum that invites ex-
ploration of atreasure trove of cultural and spiritu-
al wonders. The stunning tiles adorning the dome,
mihrab, and entrance feature exquisite Persian
calligraphy, embellished with verses from the Holy
Qur’an and the names of revered Islamic figures.
Theseintricate designsadd adeeperlayer of signif-
icance to their beauty, making it essential for those
interested in Iran’s history and culture to appreci-
ate these captivatingartworks fully.
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Given the importance of tradi-
tional clothing and handicrafts
in Aligudarz, Lorestan Province,
efforts are underway to register
the artof choga-bafi as a nation-
al heritage, said the representa-
tive of Aligudarz in Parliament
Hamidreza Gudarzi.

Choqa, the traditional clothing
of authentic Bakhtiari men,
dates back 2,700 years. This
long sleeveless cloak was first

worn by the Medes and is de-
picted in various petroglyphs
and sculptures from the Sas-
sanid era, ISNAwrote.

He added that choqa-bafi is
recognized as one of the au-
thentic handicrafts of the
Bakhtiari tribe. During a
meeting with the Minister of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts, Seyyed Ezza-
tollah Zarghami, discussions
were held about its national
registration.

He further noted that cho-
ga-bafihas 22 distinctfeatures
in Aligudarz, making the city
uniquein this craft.

Gudarzi emphasized that or-
ganizing exhibitions of handi-
crafts and traditional clothing,
along with supporting the ar-
tisans of the Bakhtiari tribe,
can significantly enhance the
promotion of local handicrafts
and boost the region’s eco-
nomicand tourism potential.
The dossier for Aligoudarz’s

registration as the nation-
al city of choqa-bafi has been
submitted to the Cultural Her-
itage Ministry’s Department of
Handicrafts. Last year, experts
from this department visited
the city to evaluate and review
the documentation.

Made from delicate sheep’s
wool, the choqa is designed to
provide warmth in winter and
coolness in summer. It covers
the upperbody from the shoul-
dersto the knees and is imper-
meable.

All choqas feature similar pat-
terns with black and white
stripes. Some believe these
patterns are inspired by the
Choqa Zanbil Ziggurats, an an-
cient Elamite complex in Khu-
zestan Province, while others
link them to the battlements of
Persepolis,whicharealso seen
onthe crowns of Iranian kings.
To create a medium-sized
choqa, approximately one ki-
logram of cotton yarn and one
kilogram of raw wool are used.
Bakhtiari men don their cho-
gas for weddings and other
significant ceremonies. This
hand-woven garment holds a
vital place in Bakhtiari culture
and tradition.
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