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Women gain ground

By Sadeq Dehgan &
Hamideh Hosseini

Staff writers

The head of the women'’s parliamen-
tary faction said that the necessary
groundwork has been laid for more
women to take part in the country’s
top decision-making and managerial
positions.
Fatemeh Mohammadbeigi, who is
also the First Vice President of the
Health and Medical Commission,
made the comment in an exclusive
interview with Iran Daily reporter.
She pointed out that women are now
holding high-ranking managerial
positions in various countries, and
given the large number of talented,
influential, specialized, efficient, and
devout women in Iran who possess
the qualities emphasized by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the
conditions are ripe for more women
to join the government’s cabinet and
top managerial positions.
Referring to the inclusion of Far-
zaneh Sadeq-Malvajerd’s name,
as a woman, in the list of 19
proposed ministers by Presi-
dent-elect Masoud Pezeshkian,
Mohammadbeigi said that for
now, having one woman in the
cabinet is considered a minimal
presence, but the Parliament’s
trust in her and confirmation
of her qualifications will pave
the way for more women to
enter ministerial and top deci-
sion-making positions.
According to Mohammadbei-
gi, Sadeq-Malvajerd is a hi-
jab-wearing, powerful, capa-
ble, specialized woman and a
member of a martyr’s family,
with excellent ideas and moti-
vation in her field of expertise.
Throughout her years of activ-
ity, she has promoted herself
through her efforts and man-

in decision-making roles: MP

agement.

Farzaneh Sadeq-Malvajerd, the only
woman on President-elect Pezesh-
kian’s proposed cabinet list, has
over two decades of executive and
managerial experience and a broad
background in architecture and ur-
ban planning. As the secretary of
the Supreme Council of Architecture
and Urban Planning, she has played
a key role in shaping policies and
overseeing urban development and
architecture in the country. This
council is one of the most important
decision-making bodies in the field
of urban planning in Iran.

In addition to her role as secretary
of the Supreme Council of Architec-
ture and Urban Planning, Farzaneh
Sadeq-Malvajerd has also played a
key role in shaping and implement-
ing the country’s urban planning and
architecture as the deputy minister
of architecture and urban planning
at the Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development. This position has put
her in one of the most important
executive positions in the country’s
urban planning sector.
Mohammadbeigi added that given
Sadeq-Malvajerd’s years of manage-
rial experience, it was time for her to
be introduced as a minister in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and serve the
people in this capacity.

She said that since Sadeq-Malvajerd
was proposed as the minister of
roads and urban development, they
have received very positive feedback
on this issue, and her announced
plans, which are based on correct
management methods and prob-
lem-solving approaches, have been
well-received by the parliamentari-
ans and have gained many positive
votes. She said that in a meeting
held at the women’s parliamentary
faction with Sadeq-Malvajerd’s pres-
ence, she answered their questions
satisfactorily. They asked her to take
serious action in implementing the
law supporting families and young

population, the law on housing pro-
duction, the law on taxation of empty
houses, the plan for young couples’
housing, providing housing for the
disabled and female-headed house-
holds.

Mohammadbeigi added that they
also asked her to take steps in the
transportation sector, including the
creation and completion of rural
roads and strengthening the north-
south and east-west corridors, which
is one of the strategic approaches of
the Islamic Republic in the fields of
economy and international politics.
Sadeqg-Malvajerd promised to work
on the development of the country’s
coastlines, ports, and shipping, as
well as strengthening the country’s
air fleet and addressing the issue
of deprivation. She said, “I think we
are in a situation where the Parlia-
ment and the government should
work hand in hand to support a rev-
olutionary woman who has a bright
and successful record of serving the
people based on the ideals of the Is-
lamic Revolution, and give her a vote
of confidence.”

Mohammadbeigi, who was pres-
ent at a meeting between a group
of women and the Leader last year,
said that the Leader emphasized
that women should be present in the
country’s top decision-making cen-
ters and play a role in determining
the country’s fundamental destiny.
She said that the Leader emphasized
that women can occupy more seats
and positions in areas such as the
Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts, Ministry
of Culture and Guidance, and even
infrastructure ministries based on
their qualifications. Mohammad-
beigi said that in the past, they had
the experience of having Marzieh
Vahid-Dastjerdi as a female minister
in the Ministry of Health and Medi-
cal Education, and Sadeq-Malvajerd’s
presence as a proposed minister is
the second experience of women'’s
ministry in the Islamic Republic and
the first experience of a woman serv-
ing as a minister in an infrastructure
ministry. According to her research,
only four women in the world have
served as ministers of roads and ur-
ban development.
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Iran shuts German cultural centers

Iran shut two offices linked —

to Germany’s government
on Tuesday, the judiciary
said, nearly a month after the
closure of religious center in
Germany over ties to the Is-
lamic republic.

“Two branches of illegal
centers affiliated with the
German government, which
violated Iran laws, commit-
ted numerous illegal acts and
extensive financial violations,
were closed on Tuesday by
order of the judicial authori-
ty,” the judiciary’s Mizan On-
line website said.

It added that “reports of vi-
olations by other German-af-
filiated centers” in Iran had
been received and that in-

'

it called the “hostile action”

vestigations were ongoing,
AFP wrote.

It is said the two establish-
ments that were closed were
offices of the Goethe-In-
stitut, Germany’s govern-
ment-funded cultural out-
reach organization.

On July 24, Germany banned

the Hamburg Islamic Center
over its alleged support for
Lebanese resistance move-
ment Hezbollah, as well its
relations with the Islamic
republic.

Following that move, Iran
summoned the German am-
bassador to condemn what

and branded it a “clear ex-
ample of Islamophobia”.

Germany’s Interior Minis-
try accused the center of
presenting itself as a purely
religious organization with
no political agenda but said
its probe had found the con-

trary to be true.

In a statement, the ministry
said it banned the Hamburg
Islamic Center and its affili-
ated organizations through-
out Germany accusing it for
being “an Islamist extremist
organization pursuing an-
ti-constitutional objectives”.

A bust of the late Iranian foreign minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian is unveiled in Tehran, Iran, on August 20,

2024. Amir-Abdollahian died in a helicopter crash in northwestern Iran on May 19, along with former Iranian

president Ebrahim Raisi.
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