
7Developments
National & Int'lIran Daily  Monday, Aug. 26, 2024

Iran reiterates right to avenge 
Israeli killing of Haniyeh 

Fight against 
injustice, 
oppression 
proceeding: Leader

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei said the fight against oppression has 
been going on since before the era of Imam Hus-
sein (AS), adding that the battle has taken different 
forms in different eras.
He made the remarks during a Sunday ceremony 
attended by students mourning Arba’een, the 40th 
day after the martyrdom anniversary of Imam 
Hussein (PBUH), the third Shia Imam, Press TV re-
ported. Ayatollah Khamenei said that the battle has 
been “ongoing” between the Husseini front, which 
is fighting against oppression, and the front of in-
justice and oppression.
“The fight between the Hosseini front and the Yazi-
di front is not terminable,” he added.
The Leader also noted that these two fronts had ex-
isted before the era of Imam Hussien (PBUH) until 
today and it will remain the case.
“This war has different forms. In the era of sword 
and spear, it has one form. In the era of atom and 
artificial intelligence, it has another. But it exists,” 
he asserted.

All Hezbollah rockets hit  
Israeli military bases: Nasrallah 
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Iran says it has a right to re-
taliate against Israel for the 
assassination of Hamas’s 
leader in Tehran, stressing 
that “punishing the aggres-
sor is Iran’s right.”
During the past days, several 
top diplomats from regional 
and European countries 
have spoken over the phone 
with Iran’s newly-appoint-
ed Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi to discuss devel-
opments in the region, es-
pecially Iran’s decision to 
avenge the assassination of 
the Hamas chief in Tehran 
on July 31. 
Ismail Haniyeh was killed 
while he was in Tehran to 
attend the swearing-in cere-
mony of Iran’s President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian. Iran and 
the Palestinian resistance 
movement Hamas have 
blamed the Israeli regime for 
the assassination of Haniyeh. 
During a phone conversa-
tion with French Foreign 
Minister Stephane Sejourne, 
Araghchi said the Islamic Re-
public considers the assas-
sination as “an unforgivable 
violation of Iran’s security 
and sovereignty,” adding that 

“Punishing the aggressor is 
Iran’s right.”
Sejourne called on Iran “to 
do everything to avoid a re-
gional conflagration” that he 
said would be “in nobody’s 
interest,” a ministry state-
ment from Paris said on Fri-
day. In his conversation with 
David Lammy, the UK’s for-
eign secretary, Araghchi said 
Iran is against the spread of 
war in the region. However, 
he said that Tehran reserves 
the right to retaliate against 
any aggression.
“The Islamic Republic does 
not want to extend the war 
or raise regional tensions, 
but it will not deviate from 
its absolute right to respond 
to the terrorist act by the 
Zionist regime,” a foreign 

ministry statement quoted 
Araghchi as telling Lammy.
Lammy, for his part, called 
on Iran to play a role in eas-
ing tensions in the region.
The British foreign minister 
posted on X that he reiter-
ated to Araghchi that, “We 
must avoid any escalation in 
the Middle East.”
Iran’s top diplomat also 
spoke by the phone with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty, reiterating 
Tehran’s legitimate right to 
respond to Israel.
Araghchi also told his Turk-
ish counterpart Hakan Fidan 
that Muslim countries, par-
ticularly Iran and Turkey, 
should hold more consulta-
tions to counter the Israeli 
regime’s destabilizing moves 
in the region.
Araghchi said West Asia 
faces intensification of cri-
ses and the Israeli regime’s 
moves to cause more tension 
and spread instability across 
the region.
Iranian political and mili-
tary leadership, including 
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei, and President 
Pezeshkian, have vowed to 
avenge Haniyeh’s blood.

Abbas Araghchi

The photo shows a Hezbollah UAV over northern 
occupied territories on August 25, 2024. 
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Lebanon’s Hezbollah carried out 
a large-scale attack on Israeli po-
sitions on Sunday in a response to 
the regime’s assassination of its 
top commander Fuad Shukr, with 
the resistance movement’s leader 
saying, “All Hezbollah’s rockets tar-
geted Israeli military sites.”
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah said the 
main targets were the spy bas-
es and the air defense bases that 
were hit.
He underlined that the movement 
did not target civilians in the retal-
iatory operations, saying Israel had 
crossed “all redlines” in its aggres-
sion against southern Beirut.
The Lebanese resistance move-

ment said it had fired 320 Katy-
usha rockets towards Israel and 
hit 11 military targets during its 
operation. 
Israel’s military claimed to have 
foiled a much larger attack with 
pre-emptive airstrikes after assess-
ing that Hezbollah was preparing 
to launch the barrage, using 100 
jets to strike more than 40 Hezbol-
lah launch sites in southern Leba-
non.
However, Nasrallah noted that Is-
rael failed to hit any of Hezbollah’s 
strategic or ballistic missiles.   The 
regime’s strikes had no impact on 
Hezbollah’s retaliatory operations, 
he said.
Nasrallah also said Israel is cover-
ing up losses inflicted as a result of 

Hezbollah’s retaliatory operation.
Earlier on the day, the resistance 
group said in a statement, “Our 
military operation today is com-
pleted and accomplished.” 
The Lebanese resistance group 
also dismissed Israel’s claim that 
the group’s attack had been foiled 
with pre-emptive strikes, saying it 
had been able to launch its drones 
as planned and that the rest of its 
response to Shukr’s killing would 
take “some time.”
Three deaths were confirmed in 
Lebanon and one in Israel, where 
damage appeared to be limited. 
Hezbollah indicated it was not 
planning further strikes yet and Is-
rael’s foreign minister said the re-
gime did not seek a full-scale war.

Meanwhile, the US, Israel’s main 
supporter in its war on Gaza, said 
President Joe Biden was closely 
following the events.  
“At his direction, senior US officials 
have been communicating contin-
uously with their Israeli counter-
parts. We will keep supporting 
Israel’s right to defend itself, and 
we will keep working for regional 
stability,” National Security Council 
spokesperson Sean Savett said.
The UN peacekeeping force in Leb-
anon and the UN’s special coordi-
nator’s office in the country called 
on all sides to cease fire, calling the 
developments “worrying.” Egypt 
also warned against the dangers 
of a new war front opening in Leb-
anon.
However, Palestinian resistance 
movement Hamas hailed strikes by 
Hezbollah as a “strong and focused 
response.”
“We emphasize that this strong 
and focused response, which 
struck deep inside the Zionist en-
tity, is a slap in the face” for the 
Israeli regime, Hamas said in a 
statement.
Yemen’s Ansarullah group also 
congratulated its Lebanese ally 
on a “great and brave” attack on 
Israel.
The Lebanese movement has been 
exchanging fire with Israel in sup-
port of its ally Hamas since the 
beginning of the regime’s war on 
Gaza in October. The cross-border 
violence has killed more than 600 
people in Lebanon, according to 
an AFP tally. On the Israeli side, 
authorities have announced the 
deaths of at least 23 soldiers and 
26 civilians.


